‘ U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

STATEMENT PLACE: AVIANO AIR BASE
AVIANO, ITALY
DATE: 0IMAY98

NCIS .? make the following free and voluntary statement tN-C)
N xehom I know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. [ make this statement of my own free will and without any threats

made to me or promises extended. I fully understand that this statement is given
concerning my knowledge of the EA-6B mishap occurring on O3FEB<98..)(7)(C)

NCIs (.E)(Yﬂ(ﬁhrpose of identification, I ancs [BlOEae, inches tall,
weighing WM@)@ havs|B)6)B) raizramsl xmes. My social security
number nd I was born on G EIBEI
ncis (EMDFXIMA YIS, T was asked a series of questions by Special Agent|INCIENBONOIDCIN

regarding my knowledge of the EA-6B mishap. The first question asked of me was if [

was aware of a “Cable Car Club” among the VMAQ-2 or VMAQ-4 community and if |

had any information regarding this club or persons affiliated with it. I indicated that I

had not heard of a “Cable Car Club” and had no information regarding one. [ was also
. asked if I could identify persons who had access to the cockpit of the EA-6B mishap

aircraft immediately after it’s landing. I indicated that [ had a conversation with Sgt

SMC, VMAQ-2, who had told me he had gone into the cockpit of the

EA-6B mishap aircraft immediately after it landed. ﬁ)ndicated to me he had

taken out the Electronic Counter Measure tapes from the aft cockpit of the EA-6B

mishap aircraft shortly after it landed at Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT. Ibelieve

*ﬁ)ndicated he may have given those tapes to SGTSIBIOMERG SSMC,

VMAQ-2. During my conversation withihe also toid me Captam)(C)

the pilot of the EA-6B mishap aircraft, shortly after it had landed, had told someone to

telephone someone else to find out if anyone was hurt. [ do not recall i

told me specifically whm_wanted called. [Ihave no other information as to who

may hav into the cockpit immediately after the mishap aircraft landed on

03FEJBQW(7)(C)

NCIS -J)Wﬁ@also asked if | had any information regarding the LtCol _

tape or know anyone who may have information. The only information [ have regarding
this tape is what [ have seen on television and nothing more. [ was asked if I had any
information regarding the videotaping of the mishap flight and indicated I did not have
any information. [ was asked if [ had any knowledge of any low level flights where
altitude restrictions were not adhered to and indicated I did not have any information. [
was also asked if | knew of any existing videotapes, similar to the LtCol
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‘ -tape and related [ did not. [ was asked if [ had any information regarding low
level flights

tﬁvas not covered and indicated [ had no information concerning low
( 0)(7)(C)

level flidits.
neis [BBMbenietime in MAR9S, the Commanding Officer (CO) of VMAQ-4 had a formation for
a ceremony for promotions or some other purpose, and subsequent to this event, Capt
-USMC, addressed the crew. I was present during this time. Capt

ndicated to us that though we had seen various reports on television
regarding the EA-6Wta’[ed the truth will eventually come
out at the end. Cap ltold us not to get into a “pissing “ contest with

Italians and reiterated that the truth would eventualli come out and that all the world

would eventually know the truth. Capt nalso stated during his address to

the squadron, that it was difficult to maintain the aircraft at the appropriate ground level
given the difference in the terrain. Capt referred to flying over mountain
peaks and being at five hundred (500) feet above ground level and then coming upon a
valley and being three thousand (3000) feet above ground level. I cannot recall anything
else Capﬁstated during this address to the squadron. [ have not talked
personally with Capt [CISHBIGIBIOE s bsequent to the mishap flight of 03FEBYS [BIEME) ()

NCIS .)l(ﬂ'}{@tatement, consisting of this page and one other was typed for me by Special
Agen as we discussed it contents. I have read and understand the
above statement. [ have been given the opportunity to make any changes or corrections I
desire to make and have placed my initials over the changes or corrections. This
statement is true and C()ﬂ'[ﬂS.)(?)(C)

o

date: 1784 S< time: Wi

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 02 day of May, 1998 at Aviano Air Base, -
Aviano, IT.

oawm/q?/m:l

Special Agent, U.S. Naval Criminal Investigative Service
AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.3B of 04JAN93
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" U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
‘ CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: TIMELINE OF REPORTED LOW-LEVEL
COMPLAINTS TO 31°" FIGHTER WING

On 01MAY98, reporting agent compiled all known complaints to the USAF 31%

Fighter Wing of military aircraft conducting unauthorized low-level flights. Reports of

these complaints were furnished to reporting agent as the result of interviews conducted \

by NCIS Special Age and NCIS Intelligence Operations Spec1a1I}t€tl—7)(C)l
NCIS -ywﬁ(h}lhan Air Force Captai Officer in Charge of the Air Traffic

Department at Aviano Air Base, and USAF LCOL [NEEIBIGMBINE Commander of the

31* Fighter Wing Operations Support Squadron. Additional information was provided

by MW_(U@MC NLSO Trial Services Office, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

The dates of the USMC VMAQ squadron deployments have also been added to the

timeline for reference. These dates were provided by LCOL

Commanding Officer, VMAQ-4.

AUGYI5-FEB/MAR 96 VMAQ-1 Deployment to Aviano AFB

MAR96-AUGY6 VMAQ-2 Deployment to Aviano AFB
MAR/APR 96 Overflight complaint from Serra Mazzone, Modena, Italy.
31° Fighter Wing responded that all F-16s were flying

routes AV045, AV031, AV020.

07JUN96 Overflight complaint from Monte Cassiano, Italy. 31*
OG/CC determined that there were no aircraft in the area.

17JUN96 Overflight complaint from Belluno, [taly. Complaint
identified possible F-16s. 31* OG/CC investigation \

revealed no misconduct.

23JUL96 Overflight complaint from Udine, Italy. 31* OG/CC
determined that there were no aircraft in the area.

26JUL96 Overflight complaint from Novellara, Italy. Complaint
identified two F-16’s. 31 OG/CC reported that plane 2
drifted off course.

AUG96-FEB97 VMAQ-4 Deployment to Aviano AFB
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20AUG96

13SEP96

13SEP96

1SNOV96

FEB97-AUG97

17JUN97

18JUL97

AUGY97-FEB98

28AUGY97

29AUG97
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Overflight complaint from Folgaria, Trento. Complaint
filed by a vacationing Alitalia pilot. Two USMC EA-6Bs
were conducting a low level flight over low level route

AV047 that morming. CARF was)one of the USMC
pilots (withﬂ The second

aircraft was identified as CAPTI-C)

Overflight complaint from Matelica, Ancona, Italy. 3 1%
OG/CC determined that there were no aircraft in the area.

Overflight complai\nt from Rocca Vignale, Savona, Italy.
31 0G/CC deterrqined that there were no aircraft in the
area.

Overflight complaint from of Susegana (TV). No 31st OSS
action taken.

VMAQ-3 Deployment to Aviano AFB

Overflight complaint from Torbole, Italy. (Located on the
northern tip of Lago di Garda.) There were both USAF and
USMC aircraft identified as possibly being involved. There
was an EA-6B flying low level route AVO47BD listed as a
possible noise violator. CAN_W@S the EA-6B pilot
in question. Possible low level routes: AV044BD,
AV045BD, andAV047BD. All flights were determined to
be within regulations.

Overflight complaint from Villanova di Motta di Livenza
(TV). 31" OG/CC determined that all Italian directives
were properly followed. Possible low level route was
AVO49BD. USAF assets were identified as the possible
violators.

v

VMAQ-2 Deployment to Aviano AFB

Overflight complaint from Arzene (east of Aviano).
Investigation determined that aircraft was not from Aviano.

31% Fighter Wing promulgates Flight Crew Information
File (FCIF) 97-16 which prohibits flight below 2000 fet
rentino Alto Adige Region. USAF LCOL

Commander 31 Fighter Wing Operations
Support Squad

ron, signed the FCIF on 29AUG97 for
USAF Colonel’ﬁitommander 31% Fighter

Wing Operations Group.

WARNING
THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE
ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED
WITHOUT THE SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.




U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

25SEP97 . Overflight complaint from Citta della Pieve (PG).
Identified as possible F-16’s. 31 OG/CC response was that
there were no aircraft near subject location.

03NOV97 . Complaint of possible UFO over Trieste. Investigation
determined no aircraft in subject area.

FEI}98-AUG98 VMAQ-4 Deployment to Aviano AFB

03FEB9S USMC EA-6B aircraft piloted by CAREBIOMBstikes a
gondola cable in the vicinity of Cavalese, Trento, Italy.
Estimated height of cable (according to the USMC
JAGMAN into the accident) struck by the aircraft piloted

by CART|BIEN@wasunder 400 feet.
03FEB98 Overflight complaint from Palermo, Sicily. 31% OG/CC
responded that there were no aircraft in the area.
24FEB98/ Local area complaints about Aviano flights. 31 OG/CC
2SFEB98 determined there was no evidence that of aircraft operating

outside of normal procedures. Flights were reportedly over
Sedrano and San Martino.

Reporting Agent: [NCSIDIONOMON

Office: NCIS Naples, Italy
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Te U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
‘ CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF SCEENING INTERVIEWS —
VMAQ-4 MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL

On 01MAYOS8 the below listed VMAQ-4 maintenance personnel were interviewed by
Intelligence Operations Specialists at Aviano AB, Italy

regarding the EA-6B mishap flight on 03FEB9S.

All interviewees denied any knowledge regarding a "Cable Car Club" or having information
pertaining to flying under cable car systems in northern Italy. Interviewees could provide no
information pertaining to who had access to the EA-6B cockpit after landing on 03FEB98.
No information regarding violations of flight altitude restrictions or knowledge of any

existing video tapes similar to LtOwt! X@eo tape surfaced during the interviews.
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The interviewees had no information pertaining to the possible existence of a video
. . L} . .
recording made during the mishap flight.

RePORTED BY: - [ NCEONOGIN

OFFICE: NCISFO EUROPE ;
DATE TYPED:  0IMAY98
. Page 2 of 2 WARNING
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (LcOoviEIDONBE <)

on 01MAY98, LcoL [NNNCEOOIOMCI USMC, was interviewed

ting agent at the VMAQ-4 spaces at USAF Aviano, Italy.

NMCMas interviewed concerning comments that were allegedly
made by CAPT

, USMC, following a meeting of
VMAQ-4 personnel while in a ircraft Shelter (HAS) aboard
USAF Aviano. As background,m)alleqedly made the comments
approximately two (2) weeks after the VMAQ-2 mishap, which occurred
on 03FEB98.

V_Catated that he was unaware that [CEIDIOMOIEad addressed

Mrsonnel and had no knowledge concerning the incident.
dded when he )y addresses VMAQ-4 personnel at the

HAS, he normally departs after speaking and turns the proceedings
over to either the VMAQ-4 Executive Officer or Sergeant Major. As
such, it is possible that could have addressed the VMAQ-4
personnel in his absence.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMPLOYMENT: VMAQ-4 Commanding Officer
SSA
DOB:
POB:

REPORTED BY: )

OFFICE: NCIS Naples, Italy
DATE TYPED: 01MAY98
WARNING
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Interview of Sgt {EiSiBIGMEMIN SMC

On 01May98, Sgt. INCISIBICNOIMGIN USMC, was interviewed by reporting agent
aboard Aviano Air Base, Avianoi Itali. Reporting agent identified himself verbally and

by displaying his credential 8! )(@as interviewed concerning any knowledge he
may have had concerning the aircraft mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler jet and a cable
car.

N ESIBIEMBIE =) currently assigned to Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron fourteen (MALS
14). The function of this command is to support VMAQ-4. arived in Aviano
with the VMAQ-4 and MALS 14 advance team, between 27-29Jan98. Both VMAQ-4
and MALS 14 are in Aviano on a six-month deployment.

NC-)(e)calls the day of the incident in question. He stated he was watching a movie
at the base theatre with friends. He first heard of the mishap when he and his friends
returned to their living quarters after the movie.

N-has never had any contact with the mishap aircrew, and has never personally
seen the mishap aircrafi imew of no personnel who had access of any kind to
the mishap aircraft. He also was not aware of any flight altitude restrictions.

Upon being questionedgISNBIOMBIMKtated he had never heard of the term, “cable car
club”, nor has any personal knowledge of rites of passage gone through by pilots.

Nc_mated he “stays away from officers” whenever iossible\l_atso had

not seen, nor had any personal knowledge of th video tape shown on

television.

N-ﬁﬁovided no further information. -

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
SSN:
DOB
POB:
Security clearance: none

!ap'es, ||a|y

Reporting agent:
Office: NCISFO
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (MSGTEIBIGHGI)C)

On 01MAYS8, MSGT_ USAF, was 1interviewed by

reporting agent at the Flight Line Security Office, USAF Aviano,
Italy. Nc:|ﬁ7)(mas interviewed concerning his involvement in
providing security to the VMAQ-2 EA-6B "Prowler" following the
03FEBY98 mishap in Cavalese, Italy, which resulted in the deaths of
twenty (20) multi-national civilians.

As background\;CI-Dwas the day shift Security Flight Line
Sergeant on the day of the mishap (03FEB98) .NCIiU@tated that
mishap aircraft reported an In Flight Emergency (IFE) as he was
leaving work that day and that he did not have any involvement with
the aircraft until the following day.

Wh@m“ﬂ(@ported to work on 04FEBS8, at approximately 05:00,
he was notified that the Security Department was providing security
for the mishap aircraft that was being maintained in hanger #2.
myoceeded to hanger #2, at approximately 06:00, to insure
that security personnel were posted on the aircraft. According to
ncBlBJOmBN)cthe aircraft was contained in the closed hanger and
surrounded by a perimeter rope and orange traffic cones.

ﬂted at the rear of the aircraft was Senior Airman (SRAIQ‘,IF)(C)
NC )@SAFNCIEBOMBI thought that LCPL{CEIBIGMBIEL) USMC, was posted at

the front of the aircraft along with two (2) Carabinieri (Italian
Military Police) Officers Nuimhought that LCP_D(CI)JSMC,
served as temporary relief throughout the day.

NCI

NCI ¥tlated that at approximately 06:15-06:30, USAF General

NCI 7xa@me to the hanger and gave an order that no one was to get
near, touch, or photograph the aircraftncifiBemBdded that although
employees that worked in hanger #2 were allowed access to their
administrative offices, none of them could stop to look at the
aircraft.

yemained in the hanger from a imately 06:00 to 07:00.

NCI Bcated that either he or 1ST L feriodically checked
on the aircraft’s security status throughout the day shiftnciiBIEMON")C)
stated that he see anyone go near or enter the aircraft’s cockpit
areas.

ncfiBENB) shated that he got off work at approximately 14:00-14:30
that afternoon (04FEB98). According U\@I&D(dz)he aircraft was
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL

PROCESS

CCN:  15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

moved to a Hardened Aircraft Shelter (HAS) later that night and he
has not seen it since.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMPLOYMENT:

REPORTED BY:;
OFFICE:
DATE TYPED:

000887

NCIS Naples, Italy
O5MAY98

ity Flight Sergeant, USAF Aviano
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (1STNENBIGINBIY )(C)

on 01MAY98, 15T LT [NCSOGIOMCINN USAF, was interviewed by

reporting agent at the Flight Line Security Office, USAF Aviano.
Ncﬁ

)y®as interviewed concerning security provided to the VMAQ-2
EA-6B "Prowler! following the 03FEB98 mishap in Cavalese, Italy,
resulting in the deaths of twenty (20) multi-national civilians.

As background ncENBIGMBtas been assigned to USAF Aviano since
20SEPS7. rojected rotation date from USAF Aviano is
SEP2000. s working as the USAF Aviano Security Forces
Element Leader on 04FEB98 during the 06:00-14:00 shift.

Nc-(s)tated that when he arrived at work on 04FEBS8, he was
instructed to provide security to a damaged EA-6B "Prowler" mishap
aircraft that was housed in hanger #2. Nﬁ)(@tated that he
periodically checked on the aircraft throughout the day.N
observed damage to the aircraft’s right wing, right wing pod, and
rear tail section.

According tocBlBONMBNNGhe aircraft was encircled by a perimeter
rope to prevent any unauthorized person(s) from approaching the
ailrcraft. In additi there was one (1) USAF security person
(Senior Airman ﬂ, one (1) USMC security person, and two
(2) Italian Carabinieri (Italian Military Police) officers
positioned at various points around the aircraft. nEIDOBBDSEated
that the only people who could breech the rope’s perimeter were
those authorized by MJIRCISIBIGIMON)¢ISMC) , Comch
(@Italian Air Force).

NcEBIEIBI) st at ed that the only people he observed near the aircraft

were Carabinieri photographers. 1In addition, there were several

VMAQ-2 personnel cleaning leaking fluids on the hanger floor

beneath the aircraft. Nch)(sx:ated that a USMC Major General

accompanied by several distinguished visitors came to view the

aircraft, but that they did not come in contact with the aircraft.
A\l

NC-)(Cdecalled that although the aircraft’s canopies were
closed, they may have been opened briefly to allog inieri
photographers to photograph the cockpit area(s). N @dded,
however, that the Carabinieri may have photographed the cockpit
area(s) through the closed canopies.

ncElBIEBE) concluded his shift at apﬁroximately 14:00 and was

relieved by LT [NCEDGROAE)] USAF .N ystated that the mishap
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

#Z-1 sometime after 14:00 on O4FEB98.NC-)@tated that he had no

‘ aircraft was moved from hanger #2 to a Hardened Aircraft Shelter
involvement in the transfer.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
EMPLOYMENT: Security Forces Element Leader, USAF Aviano

SSA
DOB
i POB:

REPORTED BY:

OFFICE: NCIS Naples, Italy
DATE TYPED: 05MAY98
A
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

‘ INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: ‘RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (TSGTEISKDIOMONA <)

On 01MAYS8, TSGT USAF, was
interviewed by reporting agent at the Flight Line Security Office,
USAF Aviano, JItaly. h)was interviewed concerning his
involvement in providing security to the VMAQ-2 EA-6B "Prowler™®
following the 03FEB98 mishap in Cavalese, Italy, which resulted in
the deaths of twenty (20) multi-national civilians.

NCISDEOMOMstated that he was on duty and in the Central Security
Control (CSC) center at approximately 15:15, when the mishap
aircraft reported an In Flight Emergency (IFE). As it was the end

ig shift, [CEIDOMOMEeparted work before the IFE was complete.
%ad no involvement in the IFE or with the mishap aircraft
on 03FEB98.

_)reported for work the following day (04FEB98) at
approximately 05:00-05:15. Subsequent to his arrival ,\CEIBICMBIRIYa S
informed that the security department was providing security to a
damaged mishap aircraft in hanger #2. P_Z)had heard from
other people and from listening to CNN news that the mishap had
resulted in fatalities.

r-)identified the security personnel assigned to the
mishap aircraft that day as Senior Airman (SRA) ﬂ (USAF) ,
. CPL ) (USMC) and LCPINEEIDOMBICSUSMC), who temporarily
relieved CPIN (@For lunch. In addition, there were two (2)
Carabinieri (Italian Military Police) Officers in hanger #2 with

the aircraft.

--,proceeded to hanger #2 at approximately 07:10-07:15.
stated that the hanger was closed and that the mishap
aircraft’s perimeter was surrounded by a rope and orange traffic
cones. According t SRal wes positioned at the rear
of the aircrifi iii CPIn was positioned at the front of the
' aircraft. instructed SRicEBEIBIand CPLEEBOIBM@MGOhat no
one was to breech the aircraft’s perimeter. In addition, %
was allowed entry into the hanger unless authorized by COCI )(©)

(USAF) .

_cﬁeparted hanger #2 at approximately 07:30 and did not
return for the remainder of the day. dstated that he did
not see anyone breech the mishap aircraft’s perimeter while he was
in hanger #2. According torﬁ)the mishap aircraft was moved
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
‘ CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

from hanger #2 to Hardened Aircraft Shelter (HAS) #Z-1 later that
evening.g-)clid not participate in the aircraft’s transfer.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
EMPLOYMENT: Asst Flight Line Security Sergeant, USAF Aviano

SSA
DOB:
POB:

REPORTED BY: [NCIS (b)(6), (B)(7)(C)
OFFICE: NCIS Naples, ltaly
DATE TYPED: 07MAY98
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
. CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATLVE ACTION: ATTEMPTS TO INTERVIEW CAPTAIN

NS ()6), BT

On 01-02May98, several unsuccessful attempts were made to interview a member of
VMAQ-4, Captain USMC. On 30Feb98, an appointment was set up to
interview Capit ith the Executive Officer {XO) of VMAQ-4, Maj6 7)(C)

USMC. The appointment was set for 1400 on 01May98. Reporting agent proceeded to

the VMAQ-4 ready room at the time of appointment. Reporting agent was told at that
time that Capit_wa;s just coming off the flight line, and would be available in 15
minutes time. After said time period had passed, reporting agent was told thet{SXBNGINON) <)
was busy with unspecified aircraft tests, and was not available.

After speaking with the squadron XO, it was learned thilSOOMBIEh €S scheduled to fl
d a

to Cherry Point, NC, on 03May98 for the Article 32 hearing on Captain

member of the mishap flight crew. Reporting agent set an appointment for approximately
1630 later that day (01May98) f_imerview. After discussing this with the
Commanding Officer of the squadron, LCOLI-USMC, the squadron XO
suggested that an interview apiointment of 1000 the following day, 02May, would be

: more suitable fdﬁ- itekded to attend an unspecified function during
the evening of 01May. This was agreed to.

On 02May, afm-féﬁ')led to meet his interview appointment, command was
queried concerning his whereabouts. The CO advised th‘a@_ﬁﬁd left earlier that

morning for his flight to Cherry Point. This ithout informing reporting agent
of the schedule change cmﬁ(part.’\‘ e of return to Aviano is
unknown.
Reporting Agent:
Office: NCISFO Naples, Italy
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

. STATEMENT DATE: 02 May 1998
PLACE: Aviano, Italy

I,_ make the following free and voluntary statement t_)

whom | know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval Criminal Investigative
Service. I make this statement of my own free will, without any threats made to me or
promises extended. I fully understand this statement is given concerning the receipt of
documents received from the [talian authorities regarding the Cavalese cable car incident.

For identification purposes I am a male born on
BENkistans -boazli(,cwm@h bigand havis traicyand @. My social

security number is{CISHOROMBRAE) am presently a representatlve of the Naval Criminal
Investigative Service and have been employed with the service for the past seventeen
years.

NCIS

I wish to state that [ was among the team of NCIS investigators who arrived at Aviano,
[taly following the incident with the Marine EA-6B Prowler on 03Feb98. Due to m

Italian language capabilities, I was tasked by my supervisor, Special Agenn\*c)
to interface with Italian authorities in all matters concerning the Cavalese cable car
incident. I was assisted in this tasking by my colleague, Special Agen

. On the ninth of February 1998, I together with SMCISIBIONBNNsd USMC Colanel|BEH® ™)

NCIS-(Fé(é?éived a cardboard portfolio containing the following documents:

Copies of technical, medical and legal reports;

Documents relating to the identification of bodies;

Documents relating to the authorizations of burials of the victims;

Copies of photographs taken on the accident site by the scientific department of the
Trento Police force;

5. Two video tapes relating to the accident site and to the Aviano Air Base.

ol

T wish to point out that it was my understanding that all ofthe above documentation
referred esclusively to the crime scene of the Cavalese incident, the victims of the
incident and photography of the crime scene as well as of the victims. By this I mean the
incident of 03Feb98 where 20 victims died at the Cavalese ski resort.

[ attach copies of the Italian verbale (statement of written testimony) complete with an
english translation, which attests to the receipt of the documents stated above by USMC
Colonel NCBNBIEMBIAE Those same documents also attest to the names of the persons
who were present during the receipt of the documents, which include myself. The

Deputy Prosecutor for the Trento State Prosecutor’s Office, [NCSIBIENOINC) documeniii
t of these items in the attached Verbale. NCIs )(7)(C)

204 Y 4
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[ have reviewed the JAGMAN investigation and the copies of the technical reports are
contained within the 600 Series documents and the first of these is marked “613” at the
top right corner of the page; documents relating to the identification of the bodies are
also contained within this section, along with documents relating to the burial of the
victims; The copies of the death scene photographs were reproduced at the Aviano AFB
photo lab and I am aware that\&/ trad)copies that were provided to the JAGMAN
Board and that he was going to provide to the Trial Counsel Team through the NCIS
Field Office in Camp Lejeune. Iam also aware that SAsBloMBIRE custody of the video
tapes and that copies were made for the JAGMAN Board and again were to be provided
to the Trial Counsel Team.

[ have read and understand this statement, consisting of this and one other page. I have
made and initialed any corrections. This statement is accurate and true to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 02

12095
_'Z/’I/_().-

AUTHORITY:
SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04Jan93
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Statement PLACE: Aviano AFB, Italy

DATE: 02 MAY, 1998

NC|'XC)CPL-USMC, make the following free and voluntary
statement to whom I know to be a Special Agent of the

Naval Criminal Investigative Service. I make this statement of my own
free will and without any threats made to me or promises extended. I
fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge
of events and/or circumstances involving the 03FEB98 incident near

Cavalese, Italy, in which twenty civigﬁiers died after their

cabled gondola crashed to the groundy )(C)

\,mlpg) purposes of identification, I amnai f@mames(t.(ty s old,
orn in I hawe hair ands

@pes .
My SSN# is resently am assigned to Maintenance
Admin, Q-4 (DSN PHONE

yand my rate is E-4 i United
States Marine Corps. I have no security clearancec )(C)

ave been asked to recall a informal conversation with CAPT

in which I was allegedly present with other Marines, that
eportedly occurred after the mishap flight. The fact is I have no

recollection of such a conversation and to my knowledge I have never

heard Captain )speak of the incident at all. I was part of

the advance party from VMAQ-4 and was in my work section that

Before the plane landed, the first thing I heard was from CPE&C)

the armorer, who advised us that they thought a Prowler had lost a pod
. and he was rounding up bodies to do a search for it. Before we

actually left;\lﬂ(@old us we did not have to go. I still at this

point knew nothing more. I learned several hours later that the plane
had cut a cable a ven later that night that people had died
from the incident ©

I have read the precedin tatement prepared for me at my
7)((}')equest by Special Agent“sfrom information that I provided.

have been allowed to make any necessary changes that I see fi
This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and beliefNCI 7)(©)

Subscribed and sworn before me this 2nd day of May, 1998 at Aviano
AFB, Italy.

O3 &

ial Agerit, NCIS

AUTHORITY: SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04JAN93 Exhibit qaa)
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‘ Statement PLACE: Aviano AFB, Italy
DATE: 02 MAY, 1998

NCIS.zm Céptain MC, make the following free and
voluntary statement to , whom I know to be a Special Agent
of the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. I make this statement of
my own free will and without any threats made to me or promises
extended. TI fully understand that this statement is given concerning
my knowledge of events and/or circumstances involving the 03FEB98
incident near Cavalese, Italy, in which a USMC EA-6B Prowler was
involved and twenty civilians died after their cabled gondola crashed

to the growsd Bl o©

NCIS(‘ID?I(C)purposes of identification, I am a man@s ( s
old, born inr I hawe hair amdi 7)(C)

eyes. My SSN# is and I presently am assigned to VMAQ-4
deployed here in Aviano and my rate is 0-3 in the United States Marine
Corps. I have a top secret security clearance and I am an E%@.})(?)(G)

NCIS (YA ECMO, I am familiar with Prowler operations. I know that on the

aircraft we carry four tapes, two are recording tapes used to

consecutively record flight data as the mission goes along, and the
other two are the "load tapes." These load tapes are informational
tapes used to provide data about the flight in progress. It is the
‘ ‘ responsibility of the backseat ECMO(s) to bring these four tapes to

the aircraft, and likewise his (their) responsibility to maintain and
utilize the tapes in flight accordingly. The ilace for these tapes on

board the Prowler is between the backseatgis )(7)(C)

NCIS(.b)@Q still in Cherry Point, NC when this incident occurred, arriving
in Aviano on 13FEB98 with my unit. I had been in Aviano with VMAQ-4

during their last t in o. I know that Captains
were the crew of the EA-6B
19 1n question on O3FEB98. I Knaow f@irly well, as he was

ahead of me at school in Whidbey Island, WA. We also have had social
contact since being in NC together. )is a friend and
squadron mate. I know him fairly well. The others I don’t know well
at all, but when I arrived here I shared chooch for awhile
until he returned to the states, and got to know him as a room mate

during that tiwmesEElboo

’-@nd I have never flown together, to the best of my memory.
Certainly never in Italy. He is a nice guy but can be cocky. His

reputation is such that he is unsure what he wants to do with his
career. I know he has a snowboarding company, which I think may be in
California, and that he and his unidentified partner manufacture the

bo I understand. I am recentlywfSBEmoMend while dating
we attended some social functions at whicls s
present. I do not know any details or if in fact anything )7)(C)

‘ EXHIBIT (}3L()
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NCISIfng(Bened, but\l_«believes him to be "cocky and aggressive.™ I

have no objection to her being interviewed if needed, and she i {BENBL)©
(@mployed as a secretary with Zautoun-Raines Century 21 Real

Estate, New Bern, NI&IE.))G)(C)
‘ NC'S-”@@N—)pretty well and think very highly of him. He is

known and respected as a very professional person, a great guy to be
associated with, and his work reputation is "by the book." From what
I kno ut this incident, the best explanation I can think of is
thal’clﬂmas "hot dogging,™ but I don’t know that to be true. From
what I know aboutﬂ)though, I can’t imagine him not having
spoken up, as a backseater can usually tell when "hot dogging" is
going on. It is also possible in my opinion, that if this was the
case, ould very well have spoken up but his words were
ignowed )(7)(©)

NCIS (-h)(lzﬁéc*?re heard from the media about a cable car club or something like
that existing. I have no personal knowledge of that, nor any reason
to believe it exists, nor can imagine it would, as such a thing would
be incredibly dangerous and stupid. Particularly, within the Prowler
community, you would have to have two or three others involved in the
secrecy with the pilot and I can’t imagine that happening. However, I
am aware of VMAQ-2’s reputation as an aggressive flying squadron. I
recall that around AUG96 a pilot in Aviano, who’s name I cannot
recall, was flying a very low transition over the perimeter road
around the base and that it was apparently witnessed by several USMC
officers, possibly the Squadron CO himself. I recall the CO grounded
that pilot for the duration of his deployment and removed him from the
squadron after the deployment, either to MWSS 271 or 274 at Cherry
Point, I think. He is still there. I recall that it was stated that
if he had his tail hook down, it would have taken the perimeter fence
down because he was that low. I would roughly estimate the altitude

at about twenty feet or so. I part of that flight crew and
know n particulars. CO was the CO at the time as I
reca&dﬁn(q

(-P')glé?}er example of their aggressive flying is concerning a story I
heard from cAPT [CEIDENOIAE USMC, still with VMAQ-2. He told me that a
Prowler deployed here once flew at a low level over the SAM sight
called the "Polygone site" near Ramstein AFB -and Trier in Germany. An
individual taping the flight with a camcorder on the ground was
actually blown over by the back blast from the Prowler. I do not know
who piloted this plane, or who the crew was. I know I passed this
story on in "shop talk." I have no knowledge of any low levels flown
over ski resorts or of any stories in which skiers were seen from the
aircraft falling over looking up at low level aircraft, or anything
like that at all. It is possible someone may have confused the story
at the Polygon site with this, but I never mentioned it because I knew
nothing about it. This story was consistent with the types of
"bragging rights" stories that was fairly common in the Prowler

communitys -)(7>(C)

‘ Page 2 of 4
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NCIS )(7)(C)

‘ ski, but had never heard of Cermis until this investigation. Many
aviators ski also, but I am unaware if any from VMAQ-2 or VMAQ-4 have
ever heard of Cermis or skied them'(RS(-b)(7)(C)

ncis EMbHERrd about theWafter I arrived in Italy, as
word was he passe r o destroy such tapes. This was the first
I knew of that tape. I am also unaware of any tapes made of the
mishap flight and do not know if any of the crew even have a
camcorder, much less used one on the flight. I have heard nothing at
all to that effect. I do know that filming from the Prowler is
common, and I have done so myself as a backseater. This was done
while in training on a carrier and frankly the taping is boring, as
from the backseat window it just shows the world going by. I have
never known a front seater to hand hold or mount a camcorder at any
tiwe (B)E)o)(7)(C)

and I shared the hooch in tent city, I got _t w_him a

little bit. One evening around late FEB98 after theﬂtape got
released, he and I were in the hooch and it was the first time he and
I ever discussed the mishap.NC_)(lﬂ)entioned that it was a good
thing he didn’t take any pictures of the flight. I asked him if he
had a camera with him and he said yes, but that he did not take any
pictures. He told me "they seized" the camera after the landing and
confirmed he had not taken any pictures when they developed the film.
He told me the camera, with out the film, had been returned to him.

nISIBIONBNco1d me he was grateful he did not use the camera. I did not
I ask why but assumed it was because photographs would have been

incriminating. This assumption was based on his tone and the overall
nature of the conversation. BeforecElBjoBONshipped out, we had this
discussion again, but also during those subsequent discussions I
learned from him that they were flying low and felt a bump, but at
that initial time he thought it had been turbulence. He said

)first realized the damage to the wing and football, and when
he did so, he made the crew aware of it and was able to see it
too. He said based on the "slicing" nature of the damage, which I
have never seen, they concluded in flight they had hit a cable. He
never said to me that they hit a gondola cable. After seeing the
damage and sizing up their flying abilityycEiBiOMB)Eaid he prepared to
eject. The crew declared the emergency and headed to Aviano. He said
at thé last minute before landimlﬁmold’them he was having
serious trouble controlling the aircraft and that he\GElDEMB@Icfelt he
was not going to make it. Nonetheless, the Prowler landed safely and
during egressuc-)(jl)lmped from the plane, breaking his ankle in the

158 OCQ\%%-))U)(C)
NC'Sl)ﬂﬁ@r I initially spoke witicElBGMB)tn late FEB98, I happened upon a
conversation at the Hawk one evening in which ﬁWas speaking

with Captains and that I joined in. The
conversation was already ongoing and ywas discussing limited

information about the incident. What I heard him say when asked what
it was like when you hit the cable, "Scary." He added that when he
. saw the damage to the wing and football he did not think they woul

NCIS

Page 3 of 4
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NC'S(‘)@(C)it back. He also said, as hal )earlier, that based on
their initial assessment of the slashes, they thought they had hit a

‘ cable. At that time, [CEIBGNBE never mentioned the gondola. I would

estimate that in total, there were one or two more times we had a

similar discussion, but no additional information was learned from

) and at no time did he and I ever discuss this issue alone,

I mean, it was always in the presence of one or more of those named

2DRUE el
NCIs (-E)(mféver spoke wit_ about the mishap, nor did I or

anyone else I know ever confronted any of the aircrew for answers. I
think we were all curious but respected their privacy and their
requests not to discuss details, apparently on the advice of their
attorneys. 1In general though, I was angry over the whole thing
because in my opinion, none seemed to show any remorse. Perhaps that
was just my perspective, but it seemed they were all more concerned
over "what’s going to happen to me" than about the people that had

died and their families.
NCIS ( b)(7)(C)

NCIS (-Qéa(g?rdin@l-])(@s stated earlier, his flying reputation is pretty
good, albeit he is known as an "aggressive pilot."™ I can’t provide
details or specifics, but what I mean by aggressive is that he pushes
the aircraft to it’s limit, for example, banking turns at 135 degrees,
maxing out speeds, and so forth. I know several Captains in my
squadron, who went through training inEEB@BB@ICclass, share this

opinion of him and probably know him better than I do. They are
I also know from hearsay thanhhnhs

lives in California, and that they have awi§EBIGIBI")C)
I cannot recall who it was that told me that. I do know
that he lives with a in Atlantic Beach, NC, and

th I & e and seen so for myself. He also had a
and she was an American base employee, but I
on now her name. She is a short brunette and spent a lot of time

w1t 7i® his hooch after the mishap. I heard she was pretty
upset with him when he left for NC without saying good bNG.a)(C)

NCIS (lb)(ﬁg%e read the preceding 4 p prepared for me
at my request by Special Agen from information that I
provided. I have been allowed to make any necessary changes that I
see fit. This statement is true to the best-~of my knowledge and

beligfs (.b)(?)(C)

170/0 ¢

Subscribed and sworn before me this 2nd day of May, 1998 at Aviano
AFB, Italy.

02 ey 78
ial Agent, NCIS

‘ AUTHORITY: SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04JAN93
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW —
LCPL

on 02MAY9s, SO EEEM | CPL USMC, was

interviewed by Intelligence Operations Specialist at Aviano

AB, Italy for information pertaining to an alleged informal briefing given by
Capﬁ-)egarding the Cavalese, Italy mishap flight.

As background-s an ordinance technician assigned to the Q-4
advance squadron at Aviano, Italy. _)was identified by

Wpresem with a group of Q-4 maintenance personnel
when Capty spoke informally regarding the mishap.

-recalled attending a mandatory “formation” called by the Q-4
squadron CO to discuss the mishap flight. This formation was held in front

of the Hardened Aircraft Shelter 47. _related that the formation
was conducted in a question and answer session format as the Squadron
commander wanted to quell “gossip” circulating within the squadron.
—remembered that questions pertained mostly to Cap_
future plans. He added that Capwﬁ@lso addressed the squadron at
this time. CaptEElDOMBMI<isclosed that the EA-6B was on a routine
mission and that they were not doing anything out of the normal. Capt.
N-R))ld the squadron formation that he was on the right course and

did nothini wroni. _)stated this was the only occasion he spoke

with Capty @egarding the mishap flight.

mishap flight was on 03FEB98. ecalled that once the EA-6B
landed, he went to Area 1 of Aviano AB. Upon his return, he was briefed by
GYSGKFJ-Who reported that the mishap aircraft collided with a cable
car system and that the news was already on CNN and the Internet.

_stated that the only other brieﬁii he received regarding the
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— recalled thcfSIBIOMO kad no further details regarding the

mishap and instructed him not to telephone home until further notice .

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE: NCISFO Europe
DATE: 02MAY98
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: REINTERVIEW OF Q-4 PERSONNEL
IDENTIFIED AS BEING AT AN INFORMAL BRIEFING BY CAPT.

On 02MAY98 the below listed VMAQ-4 maintenance personnel were interviewed by
Intelligence Operations Specialist at Aviano AB, Italy
regarding an alleged informal briefing given by Capt sequent to the EA-6B

mishap flight.

All interviewees denied any knowledge regarding an informal meeting with Capt.
[Miterviewees saw Cap\ )dther at the dining hall, working out at the
gym or in passing, however, none engaged in conversations regarding the mishap flight.

One other individual identified as possibly having information regarding an informal

meeting with Capt || NGOG could not be interviewed due his 10MAR98
transfer to NMITC Dam Neck, VA.

REPORTED BY:

OFFICE: NCISFO EUROPE
DATE TYPED: 04MAY98
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

‘ STATEMENT DATE: 04May98
PLACE: Aviano, Italy

NCI-,(7)M)a'o USMC, make the following free and voluntary statement
to whom I know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval
Criminal Investigative Service. I make this statement of my own free will, without any

threats made to me or promises extended. I fully understand this statement is given
concerning my knowledge of a mishap involving an EA-6B aircraft and a cable ggaj;

ers BB sientification purposes, | arais[BiBMtats, born ? 1
have a Top Secret security clearance. My social security number i ) am

assigned to VMAQ-4, currently on deployment in Aviano Air Base, Aviano, Italy. [
arrived in Aviano on 12Feb98. I was also in Aviano during our last deployment,

approximately September 1996 to Feb 7. I am an Electronic Counter Measures
Officer (ECMO) for the EA-6B airc (M(©)

NCI-WGFS) not at Aviano yet when the Prowler mishap occurred. I personally know Captains
[ was roommates with Capt m approximately
12Feb98 until he left for Cherry Point, NC, in early March 98. We shared the same living

quarters in “tent city” on base. Neither Captains|| NGOG sPoke much to

me about the mishap. I was given no details concerning the mishap. I believe that one of
the mishap aircrew stated that they had seen a gondola either just pri immediately
following impact with the cable, but I don’t know who stated thd 7)(C)

NC'!@C@II a maintenance formation when Captai_pbke to the maintenance
epartment. This must have taken place a few weeks after the mishap. The formation
took place in front of the Hardened Aircraft Shelter (HAS), on base. I recall that Capt.
N‘S@ated they were on an authorized low level flight. They briefed it in
accordance with everything they knew m no time did they intend to go lower

than authorized. The message that Ca anted to get through to the
maintenance crew was that they weren’t “flat-hatting” when the mishap occuﬁ‘@-mc)

NCIS -)(Em@)e been asked about low-level flight altitudes. As far as I know, our low-level flights
had a 1000 foot above ground level (AGL) altitude restriction prior to the gondola
rrushap. Any low level flight below 1000 feet was in violation of this restriction. I know
it, and my squadron knows it. I personally know the Aircraft Maintenance Officer and
Operations Officer of VMAQ-2, and I know they would not condone flights below a
restricted altitude. This altitude restriction was as a result of the VMAQ-1 Prowler
mishap where the aircrew was killed. I believe themi aircraft in that case was
conducting Low Altitude Tactics Training (LA’N@ﬁU(C)

EVIIRIT 1
I AT ’w
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‘\‘C'-@(&h ECMO, I know that co-pilot duties and responsibilities during low level flight are

more visual, “outside the cockpit”, rather than inside the cockpit. Thesai a low
level flight are more visually-oriented rather than instrument-orienwc)

NCI.(m@all a low-level flight in the back seat over the local mountain ranges on one occasion
during my last deployment in Aviano. Along the route, there were [talian villages and ski

resorts. We never flew close actually see ski resort cable cars. We generally try
to avoid ski resorts if possi¥t )(C)

NCIS }ae never flown with Capuri_(f)have flown with Captaim_)md
Nh

d have flown with Captain gveral times during a six-month
period from Feb-Jun96. I have flown with Captati erous times for about
15 month period, which included last deployment. I do not know of any noise co 1

made against any of our flights. I witnessed no “flat-hatting” during those tixﬁéwﬂ(c)

NCIS -’1@(@ also been asked about the “cable car club”. I havewxgﬁa

rd mention of this, nor
have I ever witnessed rites of passage done by our aircr¥ (M©

I have read and understand this statement, consisting of this and one additional page,

typed for me by MejEIBIOMBI@ M information we discussed. I have made and initialed
any corrections. This statement is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge and

. belief.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of May 1998 in Aviano, Italy.

oofmaq )

AUTHORITY:
SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04Jan93
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‘ STATEMENT DATE: 04May98
PLACE: Aviano, Italy

NCIS.([?)@p] USMC, make the following free and voluntary

statemMom [ know to be a Special Agent of the United

States Naval Criminal Investigative Service. [ make this statement of my own free will,
without any threats made to me or promises extended. [ fully understand this statement is

given co my knowledge of a mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler aircraft and a
cable Uﬁtﬂﬂ(c)

NCIS mpy(dgientiﬁcation purposes, I @tﬁ'%-)ﬁﬁfé, born o_ My
)

cial security number isICISNBIGMBIEIE ) have a Secret security clearance. I am currently
assigned to VMAQ-4, on deployment in Aviano, Italy. I have been in the Marine Corps

for over three years. Two and a hal ears have been with VMAQ-4. [ am on the
administrative staff of the squadron )(C)

NCI-Hﬁived in Aviano with the VMAQ-4 advance party. Capi@_’(ﬁas also on the
advance team, with me on the flight over to Aviano. I recall whent i occurred. |
did not know that Capt-had been on that flight until latée )(C)

officers in charge of me. | remember Captai ed to go skiing a lot, and I
even went once with him. We went to the Ciavetta ski r er. I don’t recall if
ap«ﬂé@er mentioned the Cavalese ski res )(©)
7

C
NCIS-I neyer asked Capta'm_)afbout the accident, as I did not want to bring up a

sensitive subject. I do recall that after the mishap, he always seemed down, and
depressed. In contrast, I used see the pilot of the aircraft, Captu( atking around
the grounds. He never seemed down, and acted as if nothing had happened. He seemed

like a callous perso as if he didn’t care that so many people were killed as a
result of the mishM(C) -
NCI.OHﬁtaht_)was liked in the squadron, but CupRBNOMBIwES not. I think he had a
reputation of being arrogant, and uncaring. [ worked in the squadron mail room at that
time, and [ always saw Captainhome in for their mail. Though
Capt BB sscmed to me to be a bit concerned by the mishap, you could never tell

there was even a mishap with Capﬂa@-ﬁe)just acted so cold about the whole
thing and seemed cheery most of the time that [ saw him after the mish,ga-)(c)

I NC-)(B/)OI'de for Capl_@)obably a month before the mishap. He was one of the

—

o EXHIBIT (3
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“C'-mw one time, I took a call for Captaiﬁ-'ﬁi the mail room. It wH@_)(C)

calling. I called the Captain in, and he went in the back of the room to talk to her.

Although I didn’t hear the conversation, I’'m pretty sure he was talking to her all about
the mishap. Cap,g. (scgoke a long time wi ¥&though I don’t know
exactly how long

NC'-foﬁ)ember when Captaim:-)was talking informally to a group of Marines. This
took place 1-2 weeks after the mishap. I walked out of my office, and passed by the area

where the Heads are. I saw CaptJISiBIOIBI@@Nking to about six Marines. I didn’t want to
stop and listen, so [ kept on going. As I passed by, I heard CaptairSRBRGIBID 3y, *“the
press is blowing this all out of proportion...”, so I knew he was talking about the mishap.
[ didn’t want to stop and listen, because I didn’t want to seem to be intruding. Later on,

someone told me that Captah_)ha)d talked all about the mishap to those

Marines. I don’t remember who told me this. I’'m pre Marines who were
listening were all enlisted, and were part of VMAQ ©

NCI [RAYe been shown a list of VMAQ-4 advance party members by Special Agent
N Erom the best of my recollection, I may have seen the following people at that
informal meetini, althouih [ am not sure of this: Cilﬁ Cpl.

NCIS-ﬁM@) know that Captafm_)had a [ CNCDCI that he went to

see in London during our last deployment out here, in 1996. I don’t know thd
name, but a Sgi ¥ our squa because I thi ook
the same train ride to London that Capt, took to see hi

©)

NC'-(HH% read and understand this statement, consisting of this and one additional page,
typed for me by fedm information we discussed. [ have made and initialed = _

any w This statement is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge and

beli )(C)

FMay 98 /2.5 e

Subscribed 2:id sworn to before me this 4t y. a3

Authority: SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF
04Jan93
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. STATEMENT: Capt [NCBOGIOME]  DATE: 04MAY98

PLACE: 31* FW, Aviano AFB

I,_Capt. USAF, make the following free and voluntary statement

to whom [ know to be an Agent of the United States Naval Criminal Investigative
Service. I make this statement of my own free will, without any threats made to me or
promises extended. I fully understand this statement is given concerning low level noise
complaints.

For identificatjon purposes | aneia Bi@M@ Tt born on [ENENCISIBIENEMCIN | stand
NCIS (.tmmcweq'lg“w@d hisve BUEREKiaiea BB ES) My social security number is
)I am presently the Office-in-Charge of Wing Scheduling at the 31 FW,
Aviano AFB in [taly. [ have been in this position since 170CT96.

One of my responsibilities includes the investigation of “official” noise complaints
forwarded to the 31™ FW from the I[talian Air Force. I understand that the Public Affairs
office handles “unofficial” noise complaints called in by civilian Italian nationals. The
standard procedure that [ follow upon receipt of a complaint is to research flights flown
on the specified date to determine if any could have possibly generated from Aviano. [
utilize four documents for this investigative phase. They are:

1. A“PVG” (Italian acronym) document which is our request for authonzation to the
[talian Air Force for training and operational flights from Aviano. '

2. DGOC - Deliberate Guard Operations Center report which is a synopsis of real world
and training flights and schedules from Aviano AFB.

3. ASMIX - Italian document which is the Italian Air Force’s response to our PVG
request. Authorization and approval for all flights out of Aviano.

4. Squadron Verticals — Fighter squadron (both the 5 10" and the 555"™) weekly requests
for training and Deliberate Guard flights.

Once I identify a possible flight mission from Aviano AFB matching the complaint, [
query the pilots or the Duty Officer if pilots are unavailable and gather information
regarding the flight. If there is a match, the squadron commander will provide a written
response either acknowledging or denying the noise complaint. All information is
briefed to the Operations Group Commander and a formal response is signed out by the
Operations Group Commander. [ have received approximately six official noise
complaints since reporting to this command.

' EXHIBIT 45

Page | of 2
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I conducted an extensive investigation regarding a noise complaint on 17JUN97 which
allegedly occurred over the Torbole, Trento area. [t was complicated because there were
three low-level flights over that area on that date. VMAQ-3 Commander LtOm-)(C)
responded to my inquiry indicating that Marine Corps training rules and restrictions for
EA-6B’s dictate that low-level flights will not be conducted below the 1000 feet AGL.
neis BIEMB @swopies of this inquiry which he obtained during a prior interview with

LtGah SIBEMB) 7))

[ have no knowledge as to what actually happened on this low-level flight, however, I
think they were flying lower that the allowable limits. This is merely speculation on my
part. Ispeak with pilots frequently and they tell me they enjoy stretching the limits to get
a more effective training mission. A former F-16 pilot told me that he enjoyed low-level
flying over Lake Garda and he eluded to the fact that he would fly lower than the
specified limit. It is difficult to work with the Italians to get them to stretch their own
rules. As anexample, pilots would have permission to fly one route in a specific air
space. Many of these air spaces are small so once a pilot returns to Aviano air space,
they speak to the USAF air controllers to negotiate more fly time than what was specified
in the original flight plan. Pilots would never do this in air space other than Aviano or
deviate from the original flight plan.

There is an [talian manual in my office entitled S.O.P.- ADD 8§, dated SEP1990 which
specifies all low-level routes for this part of Italy. [ have seen this book in other

squadron offices, however, [ am not sure if each squadron has a copy. The manual
b identifies flight altitudes and air speeds over the specified low-level flight.

There are no documents in my files that pertain to a 20AUG96 noise complaint over the
Folgaria, Trento area. For that matter, there is only one noise complaint for 1996 in my

3

file. There is an empty file marked “over flights” in mi deskI however, it has been empty

since my arrival at this command. Perhaps Capt. my predecessor
would have additional information, however, [ do not know where she is assigned now.

I have read and understand this statement, consisting of this and one other page. I have
made and initialed any corrections. This statement is accurate and true to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th

(TS

, kocis

AUTHORITY:
‘ SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04Jan93

Page 2 of 2
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STATEMENT :[CEOeNo e DATE: 04MAY98

. PLACE: Aviano AFB, Italy

I TSGT USAF, make the following free and voluntary statement
to whom I know to be an Agent of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. I make this statement of my own free will, without any threats

made to me or promises extended. I fully understand this statement is given concerning
the EA-6B Prowler mishap flight of 03FEB98.

oses I was born o .
stemd Jcyhestish 118 @hd €) eyes. My social security

number i )I am presently the Station Chief for shift B operations assigned
to the Fire Department at Aviano, AFB, in Aviano, Italy.

For identification p

On 03FEB98, upon receipt of an in flight emergency (IFE) call for an EA-6B, I prepared
my P23 fire truck to assist the incoming aircraft. When the aircraft landed, it took
approximately 950 feet of barrier #4. I went with my truck to the “Charlie” area, crossed
the airfield and set up on the rescue side of the aircraft, which is the pilots left side. I was
approximately 30-50 feet away at a 40-degree angle to the wing when the aircrew
egressed. I did not notice anything in their hands when they egressed. I then got out of
my truck to assist the rescue crew. There was a little delay in securing the aircraft
because we had to wait for the EOD team to arrive. I backed the aircrew approximately
. 300 feet away from the aircraft because of the explosive charge on the pods. The aircrew
told me and rescue crew personnel several times that they needed to return to the aircraft
to retrieve their maps so they could report what they ran into and it’s location. I told the
rescue crew chief to tell the aircrew they could not return to their aircraft until it was
determined to be safe. They seemed very intent on returning to the aircraft. I recall that
USAF Security personnel assisted in cordoning off the aircraft. I don’t recall -
specifically which member of the aircrew wanted to return to the aircraft and I could not
identify them now after so much time has passed.

s Once the aircraft was determined safe, I remember observing one of the aircrew return to
' — - the aircraft to get what they needed. The aircraft was still in position where it engaged
the barrier, near the Bravo taxiway. I don’t recall if this person went to the cockpit or

back ECMO seats. I can’t remember what he retrieved and I believe the crewmember

was in the aircraft for a very brief period. I do not recall seeing a video camera,

photographic camera or video tape cassette. I had no direct conversation with the aircrew

© EXHIBIT (1
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‘ other than hearing them state that they needed to return to the aircraft. I am quite positive
that the person who returned to the aircraft was a crewmember. I had no contact with the

] the days following the mishap. Members of the rescue crew were SGT
EReieN s+ od SM‘)(@

[ have read and understand this statement, consisting of this and one other page. I have
made and initialed any corrections. This statement is accurate and true to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of MAY, 1998 at Aviano AFB, Italy

oyn ay 28

aval Criminal Investigative Service

‘ Intelligence Operations Specialist

AUTHORITY:
SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04Jan93
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Statement PLACE: Aviano AFB, Italy
DATE: 04 May, 1998

| ¢

1S qm%SGT USAF, make the following free
and voluntary statement to whom I know to be a Special
Agent of the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. I make this
statement of my own free will and without any threats made to me or
promises extended. I fully understand that this statement is given
concerning my knowledge of events and/or circumstances involving the

03FEB98 USMC Prowler incident near Cavalese, Italy, which resulted in

the deaths _twenty civilians, after their cabled gondola crashed to
the groypd )(7)(C)

NC'S-.%(P( urposes of identification (mkes(x%ee:rs old, born
in I haws Jradr and

y presently am assigned to the
base fire department (DSN PHONE yand my rate is E-5_in the
inited States Air Force. I have a secret security clearam@g-)m(c)
#us

)(7)(C)
W

as on duty on that particular day. I first heard of the in flight
emergency (IFE) while in the fire station, over the PA. I responded
| immediately to the scene with whoever was on duty, and I was the
‘ rescue crew chief. I would estimate that between 11 and 16 fire
personnel went out with me. I actually saw the landing from the fire
truck at a rested position. After touchdown, we moved closer and I
also saw the egress. The right side backseater jumped off the wing,
apparently spraining his ankle. Very shortly after, a Marine
@:

aintenance guy, a white male who I don’t know, started up the ladder’
o the cockpit with a handful of the pins for the seats. I told him
to stop and he did, and he never got into the cockpit but did have
access to it by reaching it. After I briefly consulted via radio with
Chief 2 (MSG[BI_Y)[C)I had him get down, which he did. I think he
left the pins in the front of the cockpit, but he did not actually pin

the seats.)
NCIS (7)(C)
NCIS -é@iﬁhhile, the crew went to the side of the runway. I approached
hem, having seen the damage and asked them "what exactly did you
hit?"™ One of the crew responded that they thought they hit a tower,
but they did not say anything more and I am not sure which crew member
it was who spoke. About this time Wing Safety and many more people
from Maintenance arrived and the area became rather hectic, but no one
went to the cockpit, I am certain. About five to ten minutes later,
the aircraft commander (A/C), or at least I am pretty sure it was that
member of the crew, approached the aircraft and started to ascend the
ladder to the cockpit. He got up one or two rungs, not enough to
reach into the cockpit, when I shouted at him to stop. He did and
asked me if he could go in the cockpit. I asked him why and he told
me he needed to get his map so he could pinpoint where their hit had
been. I relayed this request to MSGmlﬂa@d was told "no," which I
| passed onto the A/C. He accepted it and returned to the rest of the

crew

EXHIBIT (/4|)
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NC'S(.b)@ﬁQ ninutes later he returned to me, along with a more senior
Marine, a white male Major I think, and the two asked me to allow
‘nccess to the aircraft. I told them no and after they persisted, and
jn fact were a little pushy about it, I referred them to Chief 2.
rhey did go and speak to MsoT BBl '#0d I saw them return to the crew

gpot afterwards. A few minutes later they were edging up to e
alrcraft again, beyond the holding line, and I remember MSGE 90
two different occasions yell at me to have the Security Police stop
thom from getting closer to the aircraft. I did this, and the SP’s
dld. I cannot tell you which SP’s I spoke with, as there were so many

rosent at this time. Around this time, EOD arrived and removed the
carts from the pylons, rendering the aircraft safe. I also recall
that somewhere in this time frame, SGT drom Flight Safety also
gpoke with the crew, as had MSGET )J@s stated above. I know of
know one else who had direct contact with the cre Q)

NCIS ( wide the aircraft sat in the resting spot on the runway, no one else
had any contact with the cockpit, including myself. It was then moved
to Charlie taxiway, and I’d guess this was maybe 20 minutes or more
after it landed. Once there, lots of Maintenance people were all
gbout the aircraft, but the only thing I saw or believe entered the
cockpit, were possibly more pins for the backseats. I saw nothing
come out of the cockpit. At Charlie taxiway, I did see the A/C with
hls map, so I assume either he or someone must have retrieved it for
him, but I never saw that take place. The rescue crew was released
from the Charlie taxiway a short while later. The crew was still
there when I left, and I never saw them leave and I never saw an

‘ ambulance arrive. I am not aware of any other rescue personnel _
gontacting the crew directly. Also, after we were at Charlie a few of
up were discussing the damage and wondered aloud if they hadn’t hit a
gkl cable, but it was just talk. I had never heard any words to that
effect from the crew, and in fact learned of the incident with the
cable car later in the day, after we had left the scene. Further, I
nave had no additional contact with any of the crew, nor do I know

anyone n‘?:%-xn(@

qus.[g)[mve read the preceding 2 page statement prepared for me at my
reaquest by Special Agent from information that I provided.

have been allowed to make any necessary cha g
rhis statement is true to the best of m

1 240

gubscribed and sworn before me this 4th day
AlB, Italy.

May, 1998 at Aviano

OGN ey G .
ial Agent, NCIS

' AUTHORITY: SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04JAN93
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Statement PLACE: Aviano AFB, Italy
Safety Office

DATE: 04 May, 1998
‘(ch)CPL USMC, make the following free and
voluntary statement to whom I know to be a Special Agent
of the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. I make this statement of
my own free will and without any threats made to me or promises
extended. I fully understand that this statement is given concerning

my knowledge of events and/or circumstances involving the 03FEB98
incident near Cavalese, Italy, in which twenty cjivili skiers died

after their cabled gondola crashed to the groupd )©)

(PSE purposes of identification, I amN& THRANES ( 8&rs old, born
in I hawel MAir amdi ryes. My
SSN# 1s and I presently am assigned to the Maintenance

Section, VMAQ-4 deployed in Aviano, Italy (DSN PHONE )and my

rate is E-4 in the i States Marine Corps. I have a secret
security clearanc (C)

NCI.(YO(C)ZS April, ade a sworn statement regarding this issue to
e S

pecial Agent (C) Subsequent to that statement, I have been asked
additional questions regarding the incident, particularly concerning
information before the launching of the EA-6B on O3FEB98. Though I
was with the VMAQ-4 advance party, I was not involved in the launching
of the mishap flight. I have no knowledge regarding the launch or if
it was delayed at all. I also have no knowledge as to any items being
brought to or from the ai ore the launch. Further, I

previously spoke of CAPTMderessin a small group of us
‘ after the incident. Those present were GYﬂ SGT
cl

#t)d myself. This occurred near the Mike loop, not near the HAS.
I also recall him addressing the entire squadron but he did not speak
of the details of the mishap, only assured us he was okay and that

everything the crew did was correct, stating that they were within the

equirements and boundary limits. I have no recoll i of
)Jaddressing me in any other small group at any ti )C)

Pave read the precedin statement prepared for me at my
equest by Special Agent“ from information that I provided.
I have been allowed to make any necessary changes that I see fit
This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief._¢%

Subscribed and sworn before me this 4th day of May, 1998 at Aviano
AFB, Italy.

oI, P8
Ageé%, NCIS

AUTHORITY: SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04JAN93
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS/1
CCN:  15APR98-0023-0036-7THMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION:WVIEW WITH CAPTSSIBION0 )

On 04MAY98, Capt USAF, Chief of Public Affairs,
Public Affairs Office (PAQO), Aviano Aig Base, Aviano, IT was interviewed by reporting
agent regarding the EA-6B mishap occurring on 03FEB98. Reporting agent queried Capt

“regarding the process of documenting noise complaints made
against U.S. (USMC) military aircraft during the MAR-SEP96 and AUG97-FEB98
timeframe.

Capt_indicated when a caller contacts the Public Affairs Office
for purpose of registering a noise complaint against an alleged military aircraft, the

person receiving the call tries to collect the maximum amount of information regarding
the incident from the person logging the complaint. Capt_ related
the person receiving the call at PAO will identify the location of the incident, the type of

aircraft the caller observed, ' information the caller can provide
concerning the aircraft. Cap indicated this noi mplaint will
‘%)

then be forwarded to the Operations Group Commander (OGC), Co
USAF, Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT. Capt indicated if it is an
Italian making a complaint, that individual has to go to the respective Carabinieri
Commad in their area and file an official complaint with same. The Carabinieri will
then forward the complaint to the Italian Air Force.

According t_ when the complaint is at either the Italian Air

Force or the Operations Group Commander, appropriate research is conducted to identity
the flight utilizing the information provided by the caller and specifically the location and
time the aircraft passed over. Once aircraft identification has been made, a letter will be
forwarded to the appropriate military command informing them of the noise complaint.

During the interview, Cap_ also provided information

concerning a noise complaint for a military aircraft flying over the Italian town of
TORBOLE on 17JUN97. Within this packet of information (p. 3) is a letter from LtCol
o the Commander, 31 Operations Support Squadron
(OSS) dated 12AUG97, whereim tes that “A VMAQ-2 aircraft did fly the
route AVO47 low level on the date in question. However, Marine Corps training rules
and restrictions for EA-6B’s dictate that low-level flights will not be conducted below
1000 feet AGL”, enclosure (1) pertains.




In addition, Cap_provided a Public Affairs Office after action
report/time-line, critiqueing the Public Affairs Office’s role in the EA-6B aircraft mishap.
On page two (2) of the report there is information that an Interim Mishap Investigation
Board was established on 03FEB98 at 2200 hours and was presided by the Interim Board
president, 31°" Fighter Wing Vice Commander (CotENBIORMBRIESAF ).

Agent’s Note: With this timeline, there is an exact time (2200-03FEB98) as to
when the Interim Mishap Board was established. Any information obtained
from the flight crew prior to this time may not be considered privileged.

Enclosures

(1) Photocopies of nineteen (19) pages of documentation-various, related to 1 7JUN97
noise complaint over TORBOLE, IT/various dates

(2) Photocopies of six (6) pages of Public Affairs Office after action report related to EA-
6B Aircraft Incident in Northern Italy/undated

Reporting Agent: NCSDIONOMIGN

Reporting Office: NCISFO Europe, Naples, IT
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Pages 918 through 942 redacted for the following reasons:

Enclosures (1 - 2) to Exhibit (143): Referred to the United States Air Force



‘ U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-~7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: CONTACT WITH UNITED STATES
SENDING STATE OFFICE (USSSO), AMEMBASSY ROME, ITALY.

\

Y98, REPORTING AGENT MET WITH cARwcSIBIEHE ()<
ﬂ USN, JAGC, OFFICER IN CHARGE, USSSO
AMEMBASSY ROME, ITALY. REPORTING AGENT EXECUTED A
SWORN AFFIDAVIT REGARDING THE RECEIPT OF TWENTY (20)
DEATH/BURIAL CERTIFICATES ISSUED BY THE ITALIAN

ICE OF TRENTO WHICH WERE SIGNED BY DR.

W ASSISTANT STATE PROSECUTOR FOR
TRENTO, TWO VIDEO TAPES DEPICTING THE DEATH SCENE AND
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE DEATH SCENE. REPORTING AGENT TOOK
CUSTODY OF THE ITEMS SUPRA FROM THE CARABINIERI
DURING THE WEEK OF O9FEB98. REPORTING SIGNED A CHAIN
OF CUSTODY RECEIPT FOR THE ITEMS SUPRA PREPARED BY
THE CARABINIERI OF AVIANO ATRBASE. ATTACHMENT (1)
PERTAINS.

ATTACHMENT
. (1) COPY OF AFFIDAVIT EXECUTED BY sa [CEBGIB@®DLTD
0o4MAY9S8

REPORTING AGENT: [[NCEONOMEN SENIOR RESIDENT

AGENT
OFFICE: NCISRU ROME, ITALY
DATE: 04MAYS8, ROME, ITALY

IR e b n
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICJIAL PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: CONTACT WITH UNITED STATES
SENDING STATE OFFICE (USSSO), AMEMBASSY ROME, ITALY.

ON 04MAY98, REPORTING AGENT MET WITH CAPScJiBIGMe7)C)
) USN, JAGC, OFFICER IN CHARGE, USSSO
AMEMBASSY ROME, ITALY. CAPT. (CEIBOMBIEE) EXECUTED A
LETTER OF GENUINENESS REGARDING THE TWENTY (20)
DEATH/BURIAL CERTIFICATES ISSUED BY THE ITALIAN
PROSECUTORS OFFICE OF TRENTO WHICH WERE SIGNED BY DR.
ASSISTANT STATE PROSECUTOR FOR
TRENTO. ATTACHMENT (1) PERTAINS.

ATTACHMENT
(1) COPY OF LETTER FROM CAPT. | CEIDONBIAG DTD 04MAY98

REPORTING AGENT:|NCEOONOMEN SENIOR RESIDENT

AGENT
OFFICE: NCISRU ROME, ITALY
DATE: O4MAY98, ROME, ITALY
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Screening Interviews, Transalert Personnel

On 04 and 05 May, 1998, reporting agent interviewed the below
identified personnel regarding captioned investigation. These
individuals were on duty on 03FEB98 at Transalert, Building 920,
Aviano AFB, Italy, and their unit responded to the runway after the
EA-6B Prowler had landed. Noteworthy information from each is
described below. ‘
SSGT USAF %SN

advised he had just come on duty at
1530, O03FEB98, and did not participate in the activity, with the
exception of watching some of his staff (NFI) assist in the
relocation of the Prowler from the Charlie Taxiway to the Mike
loop. Later that evening he assisted in the relocation of the
Prowler to the HAS. At no time did he converse with anyone from
the flight crew or speak to anyone with personal knowledge of the

mishap.
advised he knew of and watche )

Prowler’s landing from his shop adjacent to the runway. He was on
duty but did not assist in the rescue of the landing. He was
unable to provide identities, but stated that some personnel from
his shop did attend to the rescue mission. Nﬁcis TDY to

Aviano from Scott AFB, IL.
advised he was on duty on

03FEB98 and that he and Senior Airman were the only
two personnel from Transalert that actually responded, ie, went to
the runway to assist the landing if so needed. He stated they were
notified of the in flight emergency (IFE) while the aircraft was
airborne. From d)vantage point from the runway after the
aircraft safely landed, he had a limited view of the cockpit but
stated he had no knowledge of anyone accessing it after the crew
egressed . NjEDEIB@@dvised neither he noddﬂad any personal
contact with the crew, nor any conversations with USMC personnel.
(c)stated that while on the flight 1line he overheard
unidentified Maintenance personnel state that the pilot had hit
some powerwfter the aircraft was removed from it’s arrested
locationN @tated he andNCEIDOMBEAIcremained and cleaned up
the hydraulic fluid that had leaked from the damaged aircraft.

EXHIBIT (/4(p)
WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT 1S THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
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Senior Airman

was
interviewed as he too had been identified by SSEIS (A®) possibly
having assisted in the rescue operation. Upon discussing the
nature of the incident withﬁ) it was determined he was TDY
to Nellis AFB, Nevada on 03FEB98 and subsequently had no knowledge
of the incident.

Two additional personnel who were also on duty during the rescue
jfrom this shop are Senior Airman and Senior Airman
USAF. yis identified in [CEIBIONOIE)
information, supra, as having actually responded to the runway.
Both are assigned to Aviano but are currently TDY to Zaragoza AFB,
Spain, until around 15MAY98.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA:
DUSTA: Transalert, Aviano AFB, Italy
WORK TELEPHONE: DSN:|CElBICHOIT)

PRY

Reporting Agent:
Office: NCISFO Naples, aly

FOR OFFICIAL USE-ONEY- WARNING
THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE
ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED
WITHOUT THE SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-~7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Screening Interviews, EOD Personnel

On 04 May,” 1998, reporting agent and participating agent
interviewed the below identified personnel regarding captioned
investigation. These individuals were on duty on O03FEB98 at
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD), Aviano AFB, Italy, and responded
to the runway after the EA-6B Prowler had already landed.
Noteworthy information from each is described below.

usaF, ssN [ENCIS(H)6)BIMC

advised he headed team of three EOD personnelciSiBIeHB) ) c)
yddentified below) to runway response after the landing,
after request for same by an unidentified MSGT from the fire
department. He never approached aircraft closely as his two team
members did so, and removed the "carts" from the pylon. He
declared there were no EOD related threats after that function was
complete and his team departed the scene. He had no contact with
crew and is unaware of anyone who may have. He estimates they were
at the scene approximately 15 minutes before departing. Recalled

no one in or out of cockpit, but recalled Combat Cam er
authorized official photography was being conducted. )

usar, ssn NG ENGIE

NC ¥dvised he had no contact with the crew nor did he see them.

NCI

*

Likewise unaware of anyone on scene who spoke with crew.
Marine he spoke with was a junior enlisted (NFI) who assist@dﬁﬂ)(c)
and other EOD personnel in removing the cartridges from the pylon
of the aircraft. No additional information regarding the scene.
i yalso EOD, possibly along with

o). 6} i rmanEISEENO]-
Alrman had later told MOSS he had recentl i
Cermis, whexe (b@ker learned this mishap occurred. )

»1.c CEBEIGHEN Us»r, S

had no personal conversations with crew nor did he discuss the
circumstances of the mishap with any Marine Corps personnel, and
believes the air crew had already departed the scene when he

arrived. Recalls overhearing (from an unidentified so
they (the crew) had struck an antenna. Nothing further. )

PARTICIPAT T
, I0S, NCISFO NAPLES, ITALY

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA:

DUSTA:

WORK T HONE: DSN: )

Reporting Agent: *

Office: NCISFO Naples, aly WARNING EXHIBIT (47
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TITLE: U/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (TSGTHBIBIE " ©

on 04MAY98, TSGT CEDEIOMCNN USAF, was interviewed

y reporting agent at the Flight Line Securlty Office, USAF Aviano,
ItalyNClSﬁ)(Mas interviewed concerning his involvement in the
recovery of the VMAQ-2 EA-6B "Prowler" following the 03FEB98 mishap
in Cavalese, Italy, resulting in the deaths of twenty (20) multi-
national civilians.

As backgroun®)siDOM®@Erived at USAF Aviano on 06DECY Neis[BIOM®®@eas
working as the USAF Aviano Flight Line Security Sergeant during the
O03FEB98 swing shift (13:30-21:30). Due to his recent arrival at
USAF Avianwmcs [(@lhwes working with TSGT [NCSIOONOINE USAF .

ted that at approximately 15:00-15:30 (03FEB98), he and
responded to an In Flight Emergency (IFE). According to
nbde and _positioned their wvehicle at the "hold
ine", which is located approximately mid-field of the flight line
near the Fire Department.

NCIS-(7E©ated that the mishap aircraft landed and engaged the

runway arresting cable. After the mishap aircraft came to a stop,
followed the Fire Chief’s vehicle to the mishap
aircraft.ncis aod NeEberemEe) stopped their vehicle near the

‘ aircraft’s nose and observed the mishap aircrew quickly exiting the

aircraft.

According t@C)(Cnhe Fire Chief directed the security
personnel to stop all vehicular traffic on the flight 1line
perimeter. Upon doing sogs[B@l@moticed extensiv age to the
mishap aircraft’s right wing and rear stabilizemclsﬂ‘(‘@@ted that
the aircrew stood on the runway for approximately fifteen (15)
minutes before departing the area in a vanncs[B@@mated that he
had no contact with any of the aircrewcBlo@@id not overhear any
comments made by the aircrew and knew of no security personnel who
may have contacted or overheard comments made by the aircrewciSiBIGHE7)C)
did not see anyone re- r the cockpif afte ircrew had
exited. 1In additiomlﬂn’(@entified ColoneN“(CUSAF) and
ColonelcEiBJGMBN &SAF) as having both arrived on scene in separate
vehicles.

NCIS-(B(C)ated that after the IFE was terminated, between 15:30-
16:30 (approx), the aircraft was towed from the runway to hanger
#2 Neis (W@s not present when the aircraft was moved as he was
handling media representatives who had already begun to congregate
at the gate.

At approximately 16:30-17:00, after the aircraft was secured in

' WARNING
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

hanger #2 and cord off with a rop&gl-(@t)sted a security
guard (USAF Airmunlﬁﬁ)(d)n the hanger with the aircraft. In
addition, there was a USMC security person and two (2) Italian
Carabinieri Officers in the hanger with the mishap aircrafmciBIOME7)(C)
stated that the aircraft’s canopies were closed and that he did not
see anyone enter the aircraft’s cockpit(s).

According MQS_(?)me aircraft was moved the following evening
(04FEB98), between approximately 19:30 and 20:00, from hanger #2 to
the Hardened Aircraft Shelter (HAS) #Z-1. Although not iresent

during the transfewscBolBOderntified LINCSIOIOMBIAIC)SSET! @nd
AirmarnNCODEIBMIc:s having participated in the transfer.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMP : viano, Flight Line Security Sergeant
SSA

DOB

POB:

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE: NCIS Naples, ttaly
DATE TYPED: 04MAY98

WARNING
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE
. AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION:W OF 15T LT ES@enemlc
U

SAF

On 04MAY?98, reporting agent interviewed 1°' LT USAF,
Aviano Air Base Security Force Flight LeaderN ®Was the Security Force Duty

Flight Leader when the mishap USMC EA-6B aircraft landed on 03FEB98.

NEISNBIONBIM:itially learned of the mishap EA-6B around 1500 on 03FEB98 when
he heard about an inflight emergency (IFE) from Central Security Control (CSC).
(stated that he was about to attend a meeting when he heard about the IFE so
he assigned the responsibility of responding to the IFE to TSGT [NCSIDIGMBIDE he
Aviano Security Force duty shift sergeanmhaﬁded that IFEs are not unusual at
Aviano Air Base and therefore responding to IFEs is generally assigned to whomever 1s
available.

N

NEBIBERBMIstated that he spoke wittsiBIBMBaain about the mishap USMC
aircraft after it had been transferred to the Mike loop of the Aviano flightline.
N stated tha tradsaid that it looked like the mishap aircraft had hit
somethingn aylded that a short time later when the Italian Carabinieri asked to
post soldiers at the scene of the aircraft, he knew that the situation was very serious.

w§tated that at about 1700 on 03FEB98 he went with Capt'%i?l'-”(c)

QSAF, the Aviano Base Security Force Operations officer, to see the mishap

aircraft at the Mike loopN_@dded that it was around this time that the
Carabinieri and the Base Security personnel began discussmthe aircraft to

hangar #2 to provide more security to the mishap aircraftN (Bdrther stated that
there were already two Carabinieri present at the mishap aircraft when he arrived.

a N-§1)ated that he believes the canoEy of the mishap aircraft was open

when he arrived at the Mike loop around 1700y (€urther stated that he saw
USMC main nnel working on the aircraft, possibly preparing it to be towed
to hangar #2“?&&!1% one USMC maintenance person feaching into the
cockpit area of the mishap aircraft, possibly preparing it to be towedbﬁstated
that he did not see anything being removed from or placed inside of the cockpit of the
mishap USMC aircraft.

l_csxated that Base Security, the Italian Carabinieri, and the USMC
maintenance personnel then formed a convoy and towed the mishap aircraft to hangar #2.
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X .dded that there were a number of American and Italian personnel waiting at
- 5 the hangar when they arrived with the mishap aircraﬂwq
. 5 did the majority of the liaisoning for the Security Force and tha )

involvement at the hangar that night was to see that his Flight properly handled the
security issueﬁ‘@so added that while at hangar #2 on the night of 03FEB98,
he spoke with a USMC maintenance crewman who stated that his chain of command had
ordered the maintenance crewmen not to remove anything from the mishap aircraft.
membered the USMC maintenance crewman stating something to the effect
“We were told not to remove anything, not even the pilots flight bags.”

N

N_‘étated that the mishap aircraft was roped off in hangar #2 and
Carabinieri, Base Security Force, and USMC personnel were posted as a security watch
for the aircraftNi@dded that both of USAF Base security folks that roped off
the aircraft were assigned to Aviano TDY and are no longer at AViHﬂONiC)
believed that one of the USAF security folks involved in roping off the aircraft was a
SSGTISBIGIB S AF, but he was not certain.

l_@ﬁated that on the evening of 04FEB98 i d in assisting in
the transfer of the mishap aircraft to Zulu 1 from hangar #2 ded that it
took a long time to initially coordinate the transfer because the Italian Provost Marshall

(NFT) wanted to inventory the cockpit before the aircraft was move tated
that he recalls the Base interpreter with him, a man known & D),
introducing the Italian as the “area” Provost Marshall, b ® not sure if it was

the Aviano Base Provost Marshall! €urther stated that there was a woman
. (NFI) he believed from the Base Liaison office present at hangar #2 that evening who

that protested the Provost Marshall’s decision to invento i N @)
described the woman as in her mid-30s with blonde hair! gdded that

eventually the Pri 1 was successful and the contents of the aircraft’s cockpit
were inventoried"

Gtated-that he did not receive a copy of the inventory.

rq;l that the people present during the inventory of the aircraft were
- himself and SR @) Base Security, the Italian Provost Marshall, the Italian

Carabinieri and the Marine guards; friom the Base interpreter’s office, the
woman from the Base Liaison office and her assistgnt (NFI)EiSkBiemei axided that
NC isgurrently away on leave and he does not know whex BBERBNwsxpected

- backn further added that the female Base liaison officer was conducting most
of the interaction with the Italians while her assistant was taking notes.

NESBIERO@Istated that the mishap aircraft was then transferred without incident to
a hardened aircraft shelter (HAS) in the Zulu loop. The aircraft was secured in the Zulu
HAS (Z1) and (WSAF, was assigned to the security detail for the mishap
aircraft.

N_Gmted that he did not speak to the mishai aircrew or to any of the Fire

Department personnel that responded to the inciden er stated that he
has not seen the aircraft since the evening of 04FEB98.
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Biographical Information:
Employment: Aviano Aj ase Security Force F light Leader

Reporting Agent:
Name: Special Agen
Office: NCISFO Eur

NCIS
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Screening interviews of 31 Fighter Wing Security personnel

On 04 May 1998, reporting agent performed screening interviews of 31° Fighter Wing Security personnel in
an effort to determine the chain of events pertaining to the hours immediately following the landing of the
Marine EA-6B on 03Feb98 in Aviano Air Force Base. The personnel interviewed had no direct contact with
any Marine personnel during the time frame in question and no information which could be deemed pertinent
to the subject investigation. The following 31% Fighter Wing Security personnel were interviewed with
negative results:

SSG

SSG

REPORTED BY: M
OFFICE:

DATE: 04 May 1998
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TITLE: /IMARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE
AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Receipt of Pertinent Aviano Air Base
Security Police Journal Information

1. On 04MAY98, MSG USAF, the Aviano Air Base
Security Police Superintendent of Weapons System Security, provided reporting agent
with a binder containing cop‘es of all pertinent Security Force Police Desk Blotter entries
and corresponding Security lt light Duty rosters for days when the Aviano Security Force
conducted operations in support of the mishap EA-6B aircraft, enclosures (1) through

(16) pertain.

Z\J“aiso provided reporting agent with copies of all of the USAF Form 1109s
(the official visitor register log forms) which were complied while the Security Force was
assisting with the security of the mishap aircraft, enclosure (17) pertains. Eleven (11)
pages were utilized in accounting for all registered visitors through 25APR9S.

3. The pages of the Aviano Air Base Security Police Desk Blotter obtained by reporting
agent outline significant actions and events that took place during timeframe the base
Security Force was actively involved in the recovery and security of the mishap USMC
EA-6B aircraft. The Duty rosters identify security personnel involved during significant
events outlined in the desk blotter entries.

Enclosures

(1) Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/03FEB98/pages 6,7

(2) Aviano Security Police Duty Roster/03FEB98

(3) Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/04FEB98/pages 7,8

(4) Aviano Security Police Duty Roster/04FEB98

(5) Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/05FEB98/pages 4,7

(6) Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/06FEB98/page 6

(7) Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/O8FEB98/page 3

(8) Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/09FEB98/pages 2,3

(9) Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/12FEB98/page 3

(10)  Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/03MAR98/page 6
(11)  Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/08MAR98/pages 4,5,7
(12)  Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/26MAR98/page 7

(I13)  Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/14APR98/page 3

(14)  Aviano Security Police Duty Roster/14APR98

(15)  Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/23APR98/page 6

(16)  Aviano Security Police Desk Blotter/25APR98/page 4

(17)  Aviano Security Police Visitor Register Log/Mishap Aircraft/11 pages
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Reporting Agen

Office: NCISFO Europe Naples, Italy

000957
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: EVIDENCE INVENTORY

On 04MAY98, Reporting Agent (RA) and CAPT
7nGegal Services Support Section (LSSS), Camp LeJeune, NC,

'iiii“ iitained several items of evidence from MAJ (CEBEROML)

LSSS, CLNC, regarding captioned investigation. Items
of evidence were obtained for review and inventory purposes,
enclosures (1)-(12) pertain. RA observed and verified evidence
was inventoried and returned properly. Evidenced reviewed
include:

Evidence, Item A, enclosure (1) pertains, is described as one (1)
brown accordion folder, containing individual files labeled A
through 2. &Each file was titled according to its prescribed
contents as follows.

File (a), labeled AV002 Charts, contained four (4) flight charts
labeled AV002.

File (b), labeled AV002 NAV Cards, contained six (6) route cards
labeled Track 7 AV002.

File (c), labeled AV004 Charts contained six (6) route cards
labeled Track 4 AV004; one (1) strip flight chart with an AV002
flight chart attached; and nineteen (19) individual AV002 Strip
flight charts.

File (d), labeled AV004 NAV Cards was empty.

File (e), labeled, AV00S5 Charts contained three (3) route cards;
two (2) flight charts labeled AV005; five (5) strip flight charts
of which two (2) had flight charts attached and one (1) had a
route card attached.

File (f), labeled AV005 NAV Cards was empty.

File

( labeled AV006 Charts contained two (2) route cards; and
two (2

g), 1
y f£light charts.

File (h), labeled AV006 NAV Cards, contained seven (7) route
cards labeled Track 6 AV006.

File (i,j), labeled AV010 Charts and NAV Cards contained three
(3) AV010 flight charts; two (2) AV006 flight charts; seven (7)
AV010 Flight Plans and Logs; and three (3) AV01l0 route cards.

File (k), labeled AV0l6 Charts, contained one (1) AvV028 flight
chart; one (1) AV01l0 flight chart; one (1) Seahawk Low level NTP
Card #1; 19JAN97; two (2) AV0lé strip flight charts; three (3)
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CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

AV016 flight charts; one AV01l6 strip flight chart; two (2)
miscellaneous black and white portions of flight charts; and two
(2) unidentified flight charts.

File (1) labeled AV01l6 NAV Cards, contained two (2) route cards
labeled Track 77; one (1) route card labeled Track 2; one (1)
route card labeled Track 67.

File (m) labeled AV028 Charts contained four (4) Av028 flight
charts; and 2 route cards.

File (n) labeled AV028 NAV Cards contained one (1) AvV028 flight
chart; and four (4) route cards labeled Track 8 AV028.

File (o) labeled AV047 Charts was empty.

File (p,q) labeled AV047 N ds contained one (1) AV047 flight
chart (photocopied by CARQS (Mieereafter cited as photocopied);
three (3) route cards labeled Track 64 AV047 (photocopied); one
(1) unidentified route card (photocopied); one (1) DOD
International Flight Plan (Form DD1801); and one (1) 555 FSLOW
Level Planning Guide (photocopied).

File (t) untitled, contained one (1) blank Flight Planning Sheet

for the 31st Fighter Wing, Aviano AFB, 27FEB98; one (1) photocopy
of the back of the Flight Planning Sheet; and 19 pages of various
flight charts and turning points.

File (u,v) labeled Low level SOP contained two (2) COM Plans
labeled AV01l6 Delta Points/Terminal Areas; one (1) brown folder
labeled Aviano Low Levels, which contained one (1) Seahawk Low
Level NTP Card #1, dated 19JAN97; one (1) Delta Points/Terminal
Control Areas AV047; one (1) USAF, 31lst Fighter Wing (USAFE), 29
AUGY97, Memo; one (1) 31 Expeditionary Wing FCIF Part B Index,
indicating current read file items, as of 29AUG97 (photocopied);
one (1) pilot operational procedures, 10APR96, multipage
document.
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File (w) labeled FREQ Cards contained 8 pages of FREQ Cards
(photocopied 1); four (4) Delta Points/Terminal Control Areas;
and one (1) document labeled Sheet 1.

File (x,y,z) labeled 555 NAV Cards contained seven (7)
miscellaneous flight charts.

Other evidence reviewed are described by their ECD’s, enclosures
(2)=(12) pertain. Items were returned to CPL LADD, USMC, 407-98-
6873 to secure in MAJ— office.

REPORTED BY:  [NCISBIONBIAEC)

OFFICE: NCISFO CAROLINAS, CAMP LEJEUNE, NC
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: IMARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO
. THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
’ . CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Interview of AMN [CEIBONOME USAF

On 04May98, AMN [ NCSIBICNEIDCNI USAF, was interviewed by reporting

agent aboard Aviano Air Base, Aviano, [taly. Reporting agent identified himself verbally
and by displaying his credentials.riwas interviewed concerning the events of
03Feb98, the date of the aircraft mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler and a cable car.

r_'@s assigned to the 31*' Security Forces Squadron, and assisted in securing the !
mishap aircraft after it landed. On 03Feb98 at approximately ISOOy-was on
duty in the Tango Restricted Area, where the base’s aircraft control tower is located. She
heard over the radio that there was an in-flight emergency, approximately five minutes
out from the baseNSINBIOMBIIcEcalled that the flight landed very quickly. She did not
witness the landing, adding that she only observed the aircraft on the runway after it had
landed.

_Was then ordered to proceed to Hangar #2 in order to provide security. As
she proceeded to that area, she observed the mishap aircraft being towed approximately
200 feet, and backed into the hangar. The hangar door remained open for approximately
15-20 minutes before it was shut. During the time the door was open_C)
assisted in manning a security checkpoint approximately 200 feet from the hangar. She
stated she was not approached by any military or civilian personnel during this time.

During the time the hangar door was openyEESNBIOMBIBIoPserved approximately 8-9
marines around the aircraft, along with approximately 8 Italian Carabinieri. She did not
see the flight crew during this time.

After approximately 20 minutes’ timd\,_Was ordered to return to her normal
security post, Tango Area. Althoughl-did not witness the mishap aircraft’s
move to another hangar, she heard that it had been moved to “Zep 1 — a hardened

aircraft shelter in the Zulu Area of the base. as unaware of the aircraft’s
movements after its move to the Zulu Area.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
SSN:

DO

POB

Security clearance: Secret

Reporting agent:
Office: NCISFO Naples, Italy

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE
ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED

WITHOUT THE SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPTINCISIBICHBICHN USMC

On 04May98, reporting agent and partici ' agent -)
interviewed Capt#USMC, regarding the
VMAQ-2 EA6B Prowler mishap which occurred near Cavalese, Italy on

03Feb98. N w3s interviewed at the request of the Trial
Counsels assigned to this case. This interview was conducted at
the NCISFO Carolinas located aboard MCB Camp Lejeune, NC.

NC-)@; a pilot assigned to MVAQ-4, MAG-14, 2DMAW, MCAS Cherry
Point, NC. His squadron is currently deployed at Aviano AFB in
Italy.nciB@MBIwas on the advance party to Aviano, having arrived
there approximately 28-29Jan98.

NC-)aRﬂvised he checked into VMAQ-4 on 09Jan96. Prior to this
assignment, he was at the Replacement Air Group (RAG), Whidbey
Island, WA.

nol OB indicated he had met three of the four officers who_were

involved in the Aviano mishap. He noted he and Captc

overlapped in training while at Intermediate and Advanced Flight
School in Meridian, MS ncEiBJGEBN xtate he flew witngl M a low
level training flight from Whidbey Island to Fallon, NV and back.
ncifiBIGMBN xecalled he was in the back seat whiie fdew to Fallon,
ang was in the back seat whew SiBJEHBIElew back to Whidbey
Islanduwci indicated a RAG flight instructor was in the ECMO-1
seat on those flightSNCI-7010)uld not recabdi oing anything
wrong on that flight.

7(©C)

ne ElBEHBEnor: ec JBIOMBI xes a reputation of being a solid pilot. He said

he has never heardfiDEMBIescribed as a "Cowboy.Nmﬁmdgaimed he
has never heard of nor observed§iB@MBl=ver intentionally violating
any flight restrictions/SOP/rules while in the aircraft.

ncEIBIERON b a t ec SOIOMBN oved into his "hooch" in Aviano after VMAQ-2
departed for Cherry Point in Feb98.ncElBOBBN)s:ated he did not
discuss the mishap withEBOBON D all.

neSiBIEMBl imdicated he knew [NOSIDIOMOME from when he was assigned to

VMAQ-4.NC )J@ecalled he checked into that squadron shortly
before left for a ground tour. NCIi)(@ecalled
was

a ver ood ECMO NcI ghated he did not discuss
the mishap with *at all.

ncElBONBl Abated he had never met mefore the mishap. He advised
he did not discuss the mishap witic Aact) all.

NCEIBONO S ated he and OB )are close friends .NC'-WHdicated

they met in approximately Sep-Oct96.NCl-7JI(e)called the squadron

WARNING EXRLT (15y)
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was deployed to Aviano whenﬂ:ked invcfBENBNelated he

flew with [CEBENOME?= lot, with in all of the ECMO seats.
ne Sl stated he did recall flying a low level flight with{CEBENOME)

on their first deployment to Avianonc 7igdicated he flew AV047
a couple of times on that deployment, but he could not recall if
flew AV047 with himuwci melated he flew a lot of low
levels on the first deployment to Aviano, and that he was almost
certain )yflew with him on some of them.

NCEIBIBNBIF i5\dicated during the times he has flown with NEEIDONBNE there
has neveﬂ an occasion when has asked/indicated/tried
to havel d®op below a minimum altitude restriction.

NCI-Y)w?as as at speeds low level training routes are usually
briefed atnc Noelieved the speed for route AV047 was briefed
at 420 knots because that is what he believed the charts for that
route depicted. According toiiBOMBE)@n CONUS low level training
routes are briefed at 420 knots, 480 knots or 510 knots, depending
on the routewciiBEMBI 7 ater indicated the 420 and 480 knots were the
standard speeds for low levels in CONUS.

When asked how he would define the term "Cross Compartment ¢ SHBIGNBN")C)
indicated he had not heard of that term.

NCI_?EdJated he was not aware of a "Cable Car Club" and indicated
"that would be insane."

nclEBemBtescribed his actions prior to and following the mishap. He
noted he had not flown at all after arriving in Aviano on the
advance. He identified his roommates as CaptiCEBENBME)
Capic SBENBI rnd  Capa IO ©)

ncEB@NBlrecalled he was in the VMAQ-2 Ready Room at the time of the

mishap. He heard a radio call indicating a "damaged aircraft" or
"severely damaged aircraft". He beliewel was the person he
heard on the radio making that call ncEiBjGlBN*scalled that he had
Capnwl ythe ODO, ask the crew what the nature of their damage
was, but he did not hear a response to that question.

NClw he is a Landing Signal Officer (LSO). He related and
Capte )yteft the Ready Room, got into a vehicle and started to
drive to the landing site. He said they were stopped by the
Security Police before they could ﬁet near the plane. They

returned to the Ready Room, whemrel 7w®nt to the DSS shop and
then began to take a chronological log for the 0DO.

ncElBeMBN recalled that the mishap aircrew entered the Ready Room. He
stated he had no conversation with any of them at that time, except

WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT 1S THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS

PAGE 32 OF 5 HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.




U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

he did comment to -, "glad you’re alright brother."

NCI-USC)ated he did not overhear any of the mishap crew’s comments
or statements about the mishap flight. He added he did not hear
any second hand information about the mishap in the Ready Room at
that time.

NCI-7)&id not have any information regarding the LTCOIN*(
videotaped low level flight. He said the first he heard o at

was when the television program "HARD COPY" brought it up. He
stated he didn’t see that video until about 2 weeks after it aired
on "HAR PY", when the squadron CO showed it as something not to
do. NCI N&dded he 1s not aware of any other tapes from EA6B
Prowlers that are similar to theN-(t)ape.

nc SBIOMBI foted it is common to take a still camera on flights, but not
common to fly with video camera.

NCI-7E¢3ated he has never flown a jet with a video camera inside
it. He saw he has only heard of that happening when a squadron is
making a "video cruisebook". He indicated VMAQ-4 made a video
cruisebook during their first Aviano deployment. He did not know

)

who flew that plane. He advised the squadron CO, a LTCOIQI-7)(C)

was aware of the video and was also in one of the planes flying in
the Division that was involved in filming the videowuigdz)ated
the flight that was taped was not a low level, but it was a night
£flight.

ncBIBIBNNstated he did not know there was a video camera ]
cockpit of the mishap flight. He advised he did not know i 7)(C)

owned video cameras, but he stated
did not have one 1in Aviano.

ncISiBJeMBI st ated he had no information on whether or not the mishap
aircrew was filming their flight.

NCBBIONBI¢stated he had no knowledge of any low level flights where
altitude restrictions were not adhered to.

NCI-)@énied being prese form/informal gathering or
formation in Aviano where )discussed the mishap.

ncElBOIBEbated that within 7 days of ishap occurring, he spoke
alone with_)in his hoochNcl #aid he asked ﬂ)

what happened. According to provided the
following: He said they were flying along. He thought they were
fine. He was looking out the left window and saw that the ground
was sloping down and to the left. He felt a bunt and heard a
noise. He thought they hit something, like a bird...thought it was
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a bird strike. Then he heard someone in front seat say to “climb*
or "get altitude", or words to that effect. Nc#)(cﬂ.ai_med
*)did not say who in front seat made "climb" statement.)

NCI wointed out the right window at the damage to the wing. He

knew the aircraft was in dire straits...he was prepared to eject
the whole way back to Aviano AFB.

ncI EBIENBI ) sLated m)told him there were no problems on the
flight until he fe e bunt and heard the "“climb" statement.

NCI_?)silated t yclaimed there was "no tone" .NCI-7)(C)
explained that was talking about the RADALT, meaning it

did not sound.

N-)@lvised -did not say what altitude the flight was

briefed at.

According to_ told him there was nothing being done
in the plane to intentionally violate any flight
SOP/rules/restrictions during the mishap flight.

NCF)(stated he never took part in, or was present for, any

cussions about the mishap with Capt“ Capt

Nﬁ(@r capt (CEBEGMBAE) at the "Hawk", which he described as a
make-shift club inside a tent.

NCI in stated the only time he ever discussed the mishap with
)was inside his hooch as he mentioned above.

e SiBIeHEl e 1 ieved NEEIDOMB@ME)would have called "knock it off" if the
pilot was doing something unsafe. HowevencfiBOMBIacknowledged that
it is possible [CEDENB@ENay not have been inclined to call "knock
it off" if he witnessed violations of SOP or altitude/speed

restrictions NCEIBOMONiedicated comments on those issues sometimes
are best made during the after brief.

NC-)ichdicWhad asserted himself during a lowﬁ7
flight withg 8 North Carolina in approximately Dec97 NCI )(C)
claimed he had gotten the plane into a bad situation during a turn,

and (CEBEIBIEAE) spoke up and gave him directions in order to prevent
the situation from getting worse.

N(_im)dicated a speed of 550 knots for 40 seconds, when flying an
EA6B Prowler with a straight and level attitude through the valley

where the mishap occurred, does not raise any eyebrows as far as he
is concerned.
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF MAJOR CEIBIC RO
On 04May98, Major_was interviewed at NCISFO

Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC b Reporting Agent (RA) and
Participating Agent (PA) is the executive officer
(X0) of VMAQ-4, and was deployed to Aviano, Italy on the advance
party of his squadron at the time of the mishap involving VMAQ-2
personnel along with Captain yfrom VMAQ-4.

nc§iBJeMBl 53 1id he had been deployed to Aviano once previously from
Sep96 to Feb97 with his squadron, but had never flown any low level
training missions in Italy.nci 7eaid he had not attended any
formal training or flight school with any of the mishap crew,
though he believed he was at Whidbey Island going through some
refresher training during a time when Captajml_gw@s also there
going through some trainingnc ¥@1id he knew all the persons in
the mishap crew except for Captaimr 7nut only knew Captain
dfrom his squadron well .Nc imdicated he thought he
may have flown with Captain previousl but was unsure
of this ncElBEMBFiodicated he had flown with *)a good deal,
but no more or less than any of the other pilots or ECMO’s in his
command.

nofiBOMBI ves asked what speed a low level training mission is normally
planned and flown at and indicated 420 knots was fairly standard,
but they could be flown at less or greater speedsncElB@BBNNes asked
if the speed of 550 knots (alleged speed of the mishap aircraft at
time of mishap) was excessiveNCHsaid this was unusually fast
especially if one was just getting back into the 1low level
environment. Howevemg*u’(n)dicated this was not necessarily an
unsafe speed 1if flown at or above 1000 feet AGL.

NC|-7We)s asked if he had ever heard of a "Cable Car Club" NC)(C)
indicated he had never heard of such a thing, and knew there had
never been such a thingwncidiBi@@]se@id he had no knowledge of persons
who may have had access to the cockpit of the mishap aircraft
immediately after it landed at Aviano.

o B e he was fenilisr vich cne SO
which was shown on Hard Copy, but said he was not aware of it prior

to the mishap and the time it aired.cEiBel@lseid he had seen the
Hard Copy version of the tape approximately two weeks after it
aired in the U.S., as someone had the tape sent to them in Aviano.
NC|-7}3<aid having a video camera in the cockpit was a very rare
occurrenceNCliﬂS}nid still cameras were a little more common,
but they were usually people who were fairly knew to the community
who were getting scrap book type photos of tanking operations, etc.
ncEiBEMBN said he had heard there was a video camera in the misha
aircraft, and thought he had heard it belonged to Captaiwﬁi)(c)
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Ncl-mfaid he did have knowledge of sanctioned video tapes being
taken in the past for things like a video cruise book, but nothing
that portrayed inappropriate flying.nciBi@l@lnerid he had never
experienced or even heard of any aviators 1lntentionally violating
any altitude restrictions in Aviano or anywhere else.

NCI_?)SBid he was in the operations se'ﬂgt VMAQ-~2 in Aviano

when he first heard about the mishapc )@aid MajonEEIBNONBNHC
came 1in and said something to him about the aircraft hitting
something, and they thought it might have been cables nc ®¥gid
it wasn’t long before CNN was on the air confirming this .ncigiBJGHBY7)C)
said he went to the ready room after he learned of the mishap and
was just there to assist if needed and make himself available.
NCIF)@id he did not try to take charge of anything as it was

elng handled well by VMAQ-2 personnel, and it was not his
squadron.Ncl )y@aid he did not hear any of the radio traffic
leading up to the mishap aircraft landing back at Aviano.

NnCEDOMBN ¥2id he was around the misha
specifically spoke with
happened
cable."
saw a cable car."

crew 1n the ready room and
said he asked him what
something like, "I think we hit a
also said something like, "I think I

nc BBl clso said he spoke twBIOMBYand told him something like,
"Good job it getting it back. NcijiBjelBls@id he heand EBERON a1king
about the mishap andEiBEMON’¥2id he looked up and was scanning the
horizon and it was a little hazy. He went on to say he saw_the
cable and thought it would cut his head off.nc )scaiNbl-D(C)
indicated he tried to go under the cable by bunting the nose of the
aircraft, and said this was the only was he could miss the cable
was by doing this.

NCI_B(E)id the mishap crew started writing statements in the ready
room, where they were separated, and he had been the person who had
told them to start doing this.

ncEBBEIBsaid he did speak with [CEIDOMOMOE in the days following the

mishap, but these conversation were more spiritual in nature, and
not him questioning him about the mishap. did
repeat that they had hit the cable car.nc 2Q 1 e did not
attempt to question [CEIBEMBIAE or anyone else about the mishap
because this was the job of the Jag-Man board in determining what
had happened.

nciSBIONBI b s cribed NEEIDOMBIME both personally and professionally as
being a very genuine individual who was of good stock. He said he
was straight talking and straight shooting, one of those
individuals you definitely want in your squadron. A person you
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would go to hell and back with. combines all
those things you want in an aviator from mission focus,
aeronautical sense, inquisitiveness, and initiativenc ment of
to say if RA had a daughter, _)is the type of person you
would like her to marry.

NC|-7w<as asked if he had any knowledge of —)add;:'essing
members of his squadron after the mishap and said he did not.

ncBlB@MBNsaid he had heard about this from an NCIS agent in Aviano,
but had no personal knowledge of this and did not know if it
happened or what was said if it did occur.

N 2 id he had never heard anything derogatory about Captain
§nd sald all he had heard was that he was a good pilot with

excellent skills.

nci SOOI 28)i d_somet ime during mid summer 1997 he experienced something

with (CEBOIB@Ene felt was noteworthyncElBoMBleeid he was ECMOL on

a scheduled flight and h)was ECMO3. NcEBOMON)uld not
remember who the pilot or ECMO2 was nciiiieBBIeid they had electric
power and the engines running and were preparing for launch ncEBIEHBIE) )
said he could not remember what the specific problem was, but there
was a system problem, and i)spoke up about it and the
mission was abortedNCl_?S(a)id he felt it was a minor problem and
they could have flown anyway, but just wanted to illustrate how
h)was very conscientious about flying, and was not shy
about speaking up.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
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‘ STATEMENT DATE: 05May98

PLACE: Aviano, Italy
Neis -’)&%ﬁin , USMC, make the following free and voluntary
statement to whom I know to be a Special Agent of the United
States Naval Criminal Investigative Service. I make this statement of my own free will,
without any threats made to me or promises extended. I fully understand this statement is
given concerning an aircraft mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler, and a cable gar

wers [P Rentification purposes, | v [BIBMB7x, born or INCEBEIHEM | hov. -

Top Secret security clearance. My social security number is{CISHBIOMBIOE)! 2m assigned
to VMAQ-4, currently on deployment in Aviano, [taly. I am an EA-6B Prowler pilot,
and the Aviation Safety Officer (ASO) for the squadron. I did not arrive in Aviano on the
advance team. I came in with the rest of the squag{:qél-))m(c)

Nels (.OB@fgbnall know Captains_I was in the same squadron with

Capted between August 1994-1995, in VAQ-129, a training squadron. I have
never flown with Captag andI don’t know about his flying reputa;&wl)g)(c)

NCIS (.W%resent during a formation when Captah-spoke to the crowd. It occurred

a few weeks after the mishap. He thanked everyone, and reassured the Marines that he
’ did nothing wrong, had no malicious intent, and was very sorry for the people involved. I
did not witness anyone recording, or taking notes during this fonnq\;g,g-)m(c)

7(C)

NeIS (.%Qgcfn Aviano during the squadron’s last deployment, from Aug 96 to Feb 97. I have
flown route AV047 before. I flew it in early 1997, toward the end of our deployment. I
flew it at the altitude that was authorized at the time. It may have been 500 feet , but I'm
not sure. It is a low-level route, usually consisting of mountainous terrain, forests, and
dotted with villages and ski resorts. I don’t recall any noise complaints made against us
at that time. As far as I know, there existed a 1000 feet AGL restriction for all low level

flights before the cable car mi,g@fg.)m(c)

V& been asked about Raymond Recorder Set (RRS) tgwé. There are two tape slots in
the Prowler aircraft. One tape contains Secret information based on electronic
intelligence (ELINT) pertinent to the mission. The other tape is used to record all mission
data such as ELINT, and some information about position of the aircraft. It is later used
for intelligence gathering and analysis. This second tape is initialized before flight.
Either the ECMOs or the pilot downloads an RRS tape with all the essential ELINT

pertinent to that mission before the ,@é%l'.)m(q
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NCIS q;)a)(q
ave been asked about the “cable car club”, and any other rites of passage that Prowler
pilots may go through. I have never heard of this term, nor have I ever been a part of any

rite of pas%_m(c)

NCI 7)(C . - : ..
-\;c(a )read and understand this statement, consisting of this and one additional page,

typed for me by om information we discussed. I have made and initialed
any corrections. This statement is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge and
belie

NCIS )(7)(C)

AUTHORITY:
SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04Jan93
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STATEMENT DATE: 05May98

‘ PLACE: Aviano, Italy
NCI-IZ)WUSAF , make the following free and voluntary statement
to whom [ know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval

Criminal Investigative Service. | make this statement of my own free will, without any

threats made to me or promises extended. I fully understand this statement is given
concerning an aircraft mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler and a cable o 7)(C)

nciiBIeMBIotadentification purposes, I A& BENE:t7x®, born on _ My

social security number i I have a Secret security clearance. [ am an Air
Traffic Controller, assigned to the 31> OSS, Aviano Air Base Aviano, Italy. I have been
an air traffic controller for approximately eight years with the Air Fores (7)(©)

NCIS -)W(Yr)k at the base’s Radar Approach Control (RAPCON). Our job is to control departure
and arrival of aj coming in and out of the base. We have no visual contact with the
aircraft at ™l ()

NCIS ‘W\)@ working on 03Feb98, the day of the mishap. I don’t recall what time I reported to

work that day. [ may have been on the swing shift. I provided departure control for the
EA-6B sometime in the afternoon. The reason I remember this aircraft is that it had the

' same call sign as the mishap aircraft. I don’t remember the call sign at the moment. As
far as [ can recall, the aircraft’s departure was an uneventful one. I spoke to who I
assumed to be the pilot after it left the control tower’s area. The pilot did not seem
unduly stressed at the time. The aircraft did not depart in a radical manner. [t was pretty
much normal. It climbed to about 13,000 feet to clear the mountains. I covered the
Prowler up until it was about 10 miles out to the Northeast. After that, I believe I handed
control to the Padova Center afte on’t know if the Padova Center provides radar
coverage to the aircraft after th@tMY)(C)

NCI-(E)éCvnishap aircraft took off Visual Flight Rules (VFR) — which means that it is up to the
aircrew to fly their designated altitude. We do not monitor the altitude that they fly after
the aircraft leaves our radar coverage. | know by the flight plan that the pilot had filed
that they were on a routine low-level training mission to the Northwest. The flight plan
that is filed usually has a three-digit code that told me it was a low-level flight. I do not
recall that particular code, as there are over fifty different codes. Although I am not
familiar with the particular flight path they took, I believe it was a standard route for low-
level flying. I know that there is a 2000 foot altitude restriction for low-level flying. I
know this from the standard flight manund:S.(?)(C)

NCIS )nome)time later, maybe about 45 minutes to an hour later, an aircraft about 15 miles out to
the Northwest began squawking an emergency code, ‘7700’. [ know he was above

. 11,000 feet at this point. I tried to contact the aircraft on all emergency frequenciesvfos
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NCIS -ﬁ@m)a minute with no success. Upon finally establishing contact with the aircraft, the
. pilot stated that they were declaring an emergency. The pilot sounded a little nervous,
. which is probably normal for an emergency situation. He said that he had rear stabilizer
damage. He may have mentioned a hydraulics failure, but I don’t recall. The pilot then
requested to go on a holding pattern over the base for a while before landing. He did not
give a reason why he wanted to do this. The runway they were slotted to land on was
already set up for a cable landings [BIEME 7))

NCIS hecpircraft went on a holding pattern for about 3-4 minutes before landing. The aircraft
circled the airport to within 3-4 miles on either end of the runway. The pilot stated that
his fuel was low, maybe about 20 minutes of fuel remaining. I’m not sure if that was the
total amount of fuel he had, or not. The pilot also requested that he wanted to take an

approach-end barrier for his landj@g.-)m(c)

ncis Bl hepilot never mentioned his flight, altitude, or how he sustained the damage to the
aircraft. He never mentioned hitting a cable, or gondola. I just assumed the aircraft had

struck a bird at the tha§iBIOMBI7)(©)

neiBIeMB) (Nés)e been asked about the “cable car club”. I have never heard of this term, nor am [
aware of any rites of passage gone through by any aircraft pilots. I do not personally
know any of the EA-6B aircrew. [ also do not personally know any of the maintenance
crew who may have had access to the mishap aircraft after it landed: BB ")(c)

NCIS -%E)(Khe aircraft came in, it stayed above the Minimum Vectoring Altitude (MVA) — which
is a minimum altitude for us to vector an aircraft in for a landing. He stayed above the
MVA until he requested a lower altitude, when he was about 7-8 miles to the Northwesls-ﬂ)(c)

I have read and understand this statement, consisting of this and one additional page,

typed for me by MY¢ f&m information we discussed. [ have made and initialed ~
any corrections. This statement is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge and

belief.

AUTHORITY:
SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04Jan93
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STATEMENT PLACE: AVIANO AIR BASE
AVIANO, IT
DATE: 05SMAY98

I Major make the following free and voluntary statement to

whom I know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval
Criminal Investigative Service. I make this statement of my own free will and without
any threats made to me or promises extended. I fully understand that this statement is
given concerning my knowledge of items taken out of the EA-6B Prowler mishap aircraft
on 03FEB98 at the Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT.

For purpose of identification, I asia [Bi@MBfenmle, havinyBSiOOMBID) Hairend BN <)
eyes. My social security number isiCISNBIOMB@IANd I was born on[  NcIs (b)(6), (B)?)C) |
NCH

@am currently assigned to the Staff Judge Advocate’s office, Aviano Air
Base, Aviano, IT.

On the evening of 04FEB9S, upon returning from a trip to Trento, Italy as part of the
Interim Safety Board, I proceeded to the 31* Fighter Wing Headquarters, Aviano Air
Base, Aviano, IT. In Col @SAF, Vice Commander, 31* Fighter Wing) office
at this time was LtCo\l (Geneifall-MS)AF , Commander-31° Fighter
Wing, General NCISIBIOMOIAGUS AF, Commander, 16" Air Fomﬁ#)
Italian Air Force, Commander Aviano Air s, and I believe Owd! AF, Vice
Commander, 31* Fighter Wing, were also present in this meeting. Carabinieri personnel
were also there, but were waiting outside of CdF defice. They included
At this time, the Carabinieri were
requesting to have access to the EA-6B Prowler, aircraft involved in the mishap occurring
on 03FEB98. The Carabinieri wanted to see what items of potential evidentiary value
were in the cockpit of the mishap aircraft. Carabinieri personnel stated that General
ACEBEMBI@En ad promised to cooperate in viewing the contents of the aircraft. Earlier
that day, the Italian Magistrate in Trento, Italy, sequestered the mishap aircraft by virtue
of Italian Law. In the spirit of cooperation, we allowed the Carabinieri to enter the

cockpit of the aircraft; however, never acknowledged that we were giving up the aircraft
to the Italians.

Subsequently, on the evening of 04FEB9S, after the above meeting, Carabinieri
personnel along with myself, met at Hangar #2, Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT, where
subject mishap aircraft was parked. Security Police and Carabinieri personnel, to include
rom the Sacile
(IT) Carabinieri, were present at this time. then climbed up into
the cockpit of the mishap aircraft, with the assistance of Ca BSMC, VMAQ-
2. (That evening, I requested a USMC member from VMAQ-2 be sent over to
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hangar #2 who was familiar with the mishap aircraft and could assist in this endeavor.
Consequently, Caplo-mme over; however, this was before Ca;itl-)(xzas
questioned by the Italian Magistrate regarding the mishap aircraft). On the evening of
04FEB98, after climbing up to the cockpit,&began pulling items
out of the cockpit. Also present during this time was Tech Sergeant (TS@@*G)(C)
USAF, who was keeping an inventory of items removed from the mishap aircraft.
igremoved two (2) navigator bags, one (1) 35 mm still camera and
one (1) video camera. One (1) of the two (2) navigator bags was taken out of the front
cockpit, I am not sure which one, and the other navigator bag was taken out of one of the
rear cockpits, again, I am not sure which one. The 35 mm camera and video camera were

taken out of one of the rear cockpits. TSGEBIOMBldxtiled this information to the
USMC Mishap Board, to whicKiBlomB)azsisted administratively.

During this entry into the cockpit, we removed items out of the mishap aircraft’s
cockpit and documented everything. We looked at the 35 mm still camera which was a
simple point and shoot type camera, vice one of the more sophisticated 35 mm cameras. I
am not sure of the make or model of this camera. We subsequently determined the 35
mm camera had film in it and photographs had been taken. We then looked at the video
camera that was in the mishap aircraft’s cockpit. We removed the videotape out of the
videotape camera and the videotape appeared to be at the beginning of the tape, but could
also have been at the end. I did not recognize the brand of the video camera, but it was
one of the small type video cameras. Again, the videotape was either totally re-wound or
at the beginning. I did not observe any markings on the videotape or the video camera.
After items were removed from the mishap aircraft’s cockpit, I told Carabinieri personnel
present that I wanted all of the items taken out, to go back into the cockpit. The
Carabinieri personnel wanted the film from the 35 mm camera developed and the
videotape reviewed and I recommended we take both to the Photo Lab on base the next
day. The Carabinieri reluctantly agreed.

I then began pulling items out of the navigator bags. If the Carabinieri wanted
something, we would be careful to document specifically where they pulled it from in the
cockpit of the mishap aircraft. The Carabinieri were very impatient and did not want to
examine all of the contents of the navigator bags. They kept telling me they were only
interested in maps. When we did find maps, they wanted to know if any of the maps in
the mishap aircraft cockpit had the Cermis cable car system identified. Iremoved
everything out of the navigator bags one by one, and we documented what was removed
out of the bags and what things were put back in the airplane, trying to keep in mind an
evidence chain of custody. The Carabinieri removed five (5) items from the mishap
aircraft, three (3) of the five (5) items were maps and the other two (2) items were pieces
of paper taken out of the Navigator books. The maps taken out were the large, color,
topographical type.
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Of the two (2) pieces of paper taken out of the Navigator books, one was an 8 %2 x 11 inch
piece of paper; however, I cannot recall what was written on one of the two (2) pieces of
paper. According to Cap-trh)e two (2) pieces of paper included

Emergency Coordinates and also included Aircraft Aid information. In the bottom right
hand corner of one of the pieces of paper was written: 1000 foot minimum above ground
level altitude when flying during the winter months-01NOV -01APR. I was able to assist
in making true and original copies of the items for the Carabinieri. This was a very
lengthy process which took approximately one (1) hour and a half (1/2) to accomplish.

We documented everything that was taken off the mishap aircraft and provided same
“USMC, Commanding Officer (CO), VMAQ-2, and Major
SMC, who was with the Mishap Investigation Board at the Safety
building, Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT. I provided the information to them and also told
the Board I had found a camera and a video camera in the mishap aircraft’s cockpit.
LtCot BIBIOMBIFock the certified copies of the maps and examined them. He found the
“aerial cableway” marking and commented that it was not where the accident occurred. I

told him there appeared to be photos taken from the still camera, but that the videotape
did not appear to be used. LtCUll_)f@sponded that no videotape had been taken.

On the following day, 0SFEB98, I was told U.S. personnel (I can’t recall any names),
Carabinieri personnel, CoNCISIBIOMBIMIlian Air Force, Commanding Officer of Aviano
Air Base, Aviano, IT, went to the Mishap aircraft and retrieved the cameras. Again,
regarding the search and seizure of the items in the mishap aircraft as described above,
TSGT MOSS prepared documentation related to same and provided it to the Mishap
Investigation Board chaired by Maj Gcm-(ﬂlis documentation should itemize
those items I identified above as being taken by the Carabinieri and where they were
seized from the mishap aircraft. I do not have any documentation related to this event.
The three (3) maps taken by the Carabinieri were all identical and they included
coordinates on the map. My review of the maps, I did not see the identification of cities;
however, I did observe mountains, lakes, etc.. The other maps in the mishap aircraft were
of Northern Africa, but the Carabinieri did not want them. One other item of note was
the fact the mishap aircraft was moved from one hangar to another. I am not sure where
the mishap aircraft started out, but it was moved on 04FEB98. There was some difficulty
in finding a hangar for the mishap aircraft as some of the hangars were being utilized.
This statement, consisting of this page and three (3) others was typed for me by Special
Agenﬁas we discussed it’s contents. I have read and understand the
above statement. I have been given the opportunity to make any changes or corrections I
desire to make and have placed my initials over the changes or corrections. This
statement is true and correct.
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Sworn to and subscribed before me this  day of May, 1998 at Aviano Air Base, Aviano,
IT.

Special Agent, U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.3B of 04JAN93
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STATEMENT [NCE@0N0me DATE: 0SMAY98

PLACE: Aviano AFB, Italy

Ssgt USAF, make the following free and voluntary

statement to whom I know to be an Agent of the United States Naval
Criminal Investigative Service. I make this statement of my own free will, without any
threats made to me or promises extended. I fully understand this statement is given
concerning my observations on 03FEB9S in conjunction with the EA-6B mish@_)(?)(C)

Nc'swagmiﬁcaﬁon burposes [ a mbngmd
NCIS &H(,Cw&ﬁh-bhz)éﬁid hia Irie)NE 6. My social security number

is signed to the Pavements and Equipment department at

)l am pres
Aviano AFB, Aviano, Tl )(7)(C)

NC|S‘(O@EB98, I was the “Sweeper Operator” when the EA-6B Prowler from the mishap
flight landed. As a sweeper operator, my duties are to sweep up any foreign objects on
the airfield or repair damage to the airfield when an aircraft takes a barrier or makes an
emergency landing. [ set my truck up at the fire department and waited for the EA-6B to
take the barrier. Once the barrier was engaged, I positioned my sweeper approximately
50 yards away from the aircraft. I observed the crew egress. The back seaters exited first
and I saw one fall to the ground. They then ran forward and lowered the steps for the
front seat crew. [ did not notice anything in their hands when they left the aircraft. The
rescue team was positioned at the nose of the aircraft and I was off to the side. EOD
arrived on the scene and had the aircrew and all other personnel back off. Sgl-?)(c)
who is responsible for barrier maintenance told me he spoke to the crew to obtain aircraft
weight and speed upon engaging the barrier. Sgt sadyl that the crew appeared to
be nervous and when asked what they hit, they did not reply. I had no contact with the
aircrew who had been moved to another area with other Marines or the Rescue CN(‘IW_)(?)(C)

NC'S-)I@E?EOD did their job and the aircraft was determined to be safe, I observed USMC
crew chiefs and/or maintenance personnel enter the cockpit. This was while the aircraft

——

B

toomnd
S
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was still in the resting position at the barrier and had not been moved. I believe they
entered the aircraft so the tug could tow the iway Bravo. Idid not see anyone
from the aircrew regain access to the EAV® (7(C)

NCIS I(hé9e read and understand this statement, consisting of this page and one other which
N tgped for me as we discussed its’ contents. I have made and initialed any

corrections. This statement is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge and beliu$,

(N(©)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5

AUTHORITY:
SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04Jan93
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TITLE: YIMARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE
AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Interview of BRIG RNCEOGIOUCINN

On 05 May 1998, reporting agent interviewed BRIG GEN _ USAF,
| Commander, 31* Fighter Wing, Aviano Air Base, Italy, regarding captioned

investigation. Following the interview, Genbra ageed to provide RA witha
sworm statement concerning the material discussed. RA drafted such a statement utilizing
|

the notes and interview resulits, and provided it to Gen# focreview and
signature at the beginning of the work day, 06 May 1998. By close of business, 07 May
]M_Hw)still not signed the document and Ms, advised RA
that the General still wanted to review his statement with legal counsel prior to executing
the statement. At this time, RA was advised to document the interview in an
investigative action for informational purposes for trial counsel.

GeneraHIBIOMB) civised he first heard of the mishap flight when it was originally called
in as an in-flight emergency (IFE), and that it was going to take a barrier. As this sort of
a call came to his attention about once a month or so, GenerHiBJEMBakeised it was not
originally anything to get excited about. He paid no undue attention to it until after the
aircraft safely landed at which time he was made aware that the aircraft had hit
something. COL who has subsequently transferred to Ramstein Air
Base, Germany, was involved in the matter from the beginning, and General
NCIS-)Wd(@sed it was Colo %ho had responded to the runway and kept
GeneraHiBIOMD briefed as events took place.

The VMAQ-2 Detachment Commander was L TCOISSBIOMBNG ©'SMC. Regarding this

incident, Gend @ated LTC st arrived in his office at about
1615 or 1630 or so, 03 February 1998, and gf(“lmt)asked him "what kind of
things were they doing" and so forth. LTC told Geneﬁﬂ-i)ﬁaﬂ

been a training mission and that they had had a squadron brief and the Aircrew Aid.
Gen @vatzd he said something to LTC )about the FCIF (Flight
Crew Information File) from last year, clearly referring to the one which set the minimum
altitude at 2000' AGL (above ground level). LTCOL_Was apparently surprised
about the FCIF and did not say anything about it one way or the other. Genmﬁﬂ)(c)
recalled he was very uncomfortable with LTCO_?&sponse but did not press
him on the issue. Genvfaﬁﬁ@m&d that he believed he might have asked LTCOL
to)look into it, but was uncertain. Either way, LTC eturned to

the General’s office a short while later with additional information.

N

EXHIBIT ( )
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GenbeSBIONB Avised it was approximately one and a half to two hours later when
LTC t@turned to the General’s office. At this time LTCORJSIBIGNOMA cId
the General that the FCIF (regarding the 2000" minimum altitude requirement) was in
their pubs (meaning the Detachment's books). When LTCO_@M this, there
were other people around Gene ce, but GenexaBlBIOMBIcald not state if
they heard LTCOK spnot, since LTCOIBIBIONOIM cirected his comment to
Gen 7T%e General did not push the issue with him nor ask him detailed
questions about it, citing he was concerned about "undue command influence" and not
wanting to interfere with the incident board's investigation, which the General had
t@turning to General

(et provided the General with a copy of the Aircrew
Aid. Gen Afd he reviewed it to refresh his knowledge that in spite of the
FCIF, and prior to the FCIF’s publication, the minimum was set in black and white at
1000' in winter mont snow was present. LTCOLJSIBIONOIAad already
confirmed for Gené‘w the Detachment had the Aircrew Aid. He did discuss
the Aid with LTCOR ¢xhis time, briefly, and LTCO! as in the
General’s opinion unfamiliar with it setting the minimum altitude at 1000', although
LTCOL-did not so state directly. The General advised they also discussed and
LTcot {61 him that the Detachment maintained the Marine Corps version of
what the Air Force calls a "go/no go" system. This was described as a monthly "read and
initial log" requiring the aircrews to be familiar with all applicable flying regulations.
Again, because of the General’s position, he did not ask LTCOLJEIBIOMBI@dtailed
questions about their log or attempt to address specifics regarding the mishap crew.
Further, the General opined LTCMd enough on his mind at this time and
knew he was going t stioned by many people for official reasons, so he changed
the subject. Gen d him questions about things the Detachment may need
and offered services from the base such as Chaplains, medical, and so forth.

Wm to GeneralSiBIENMBnthice, he learned from LTGEN
who apparently heard first from CNN or the local media, that a
cable car had crashed as a result of the mishap flight. Shortly after receiving that
information, GeneriSiBIOMBIsaw the CNN report himself. Also, around
GenoralSBIOMBIFeup the interim accident board (IAB i and tasked COL

his vice-commander, with getting that going. Gen gteved that a Marine
Officer was made part of the IAB (this was later confirmed by RA to be Major
ENEEBENE@EN USMC). Gen @deised he made an effort to get the IAB to
Cavalese that night but was unable to do so. This was attempted via the U. S. Consulate
in Milan. Gen @tated there were many logistical obstructions as well as the
fact that local authorities did not want the military there. However, the USAF managed
to make this happen the following day utilizing an Italian helicopter. General thd)
not participate in that but was told that the accident scene had not been preserved and that
[talian authorities were all over the scene.

The following moming, LTCOIEBIBIONBIM#as back in the General’s ofﬁ:m
C)

0800, or shortly before that. At this time GeneralfBIORBdxseribed LTCO
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as appearing very sullen and had a sort of shell shocked appearance about him. LTCOL
N pproached the General in the outer area of his office, near the front door.
While others were around, LTC poke directly to the General and he was
unaware if ne else heard him speak. At this time, LTC xtated to
Geneyal Dent back last night and [ talked to all the pilots an except
the incident pilot said they knew about the 2000' restriction." LTCOM not
say what the pilot said about it, if anything at all. As the General believed the altitude
restrictions were essentially a moot point now, other reasons, he did not ask
LTC more about it. Genbfd then focused attention to issues

such as "how are your guys doing?" and if he needed any help with anything. LTCOL
ised that the crew was doing as well as can be expected under the

N

circumstances.

e afternoon or evening of 04 FEB 1998, Gen @4ehed that General

MC, was coming to Italy and that the Marines were setting up their own

investigative board. Gene Was due to arrive on Thursday morning but due
to inclement weather INCONUS did not arrive in Aviano until 06 FEB 1998. At that
time, the Air Force IAB information was turned over to the Marine Corps board. General

nci§BiBIBleacailed that on that Friday and possibly also on that Saturday, the USAF
arranged transportation for the Marine board to go to the accident scene near Cavalese.
General ttention regarding this matter was focused on handling the local
politicians and the media.

N

facalled that after Genem-)lcvived he welcomed General
N wed his staff and offered logistical assistance from the base. COT.SIBIOMBIAE
designated as the point of contact from the IAB and provided details of the IAB's efforts
and a full briefing of the incident. Logistics were arranged for the Marines to begin their
JAG investigation, and they set to work. Genmliﬁsmmed the %ﬁ'nes would
interview him, not because of the conversations he had with LTC Which
they would not necessarily have known about, but rather because of his position here on
base. Genbgi: (@ counted on making the Marne board aware of the
conversations he had with LTCOLHWhen he was interviewed, but never was
afforded the chance. Subsequently, GenerafiBlEMBlcoacted Genemd-;md
made him aware ipformation, but still was not interviewed. Ultimately, the board
requested Gen!M@mide them with a statement, which was drafted and
reviewed by his SJA, then provided to the board. The board never contacted General

gbeut the written unsworn statement. He advised he later receiv. from an
unidentified Colonel on the Marine's board who simply advised Genl hed)
LTCOIJSBIENBI@ad been questioned about this and dj member saying those
things. This Colonel likewise did not interview Genmwmk any clarifying

questions at all. GeneraiSNBJOMBNMEst involvement regarding that information was

when he saw it essentially dismissed in the JAG investigati a misunderstanding,

which Gens kifew was not the case. Genéfd Biferated he knew what

he heard from LTC ##d there was no misunderstanding at all.

Additionally, he later leamed that the JAG investigation had similarly dismissed as a

misunderstanding a situation between LTCOL“ General
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NCl-a‘mﬂ)CG)E-ﬂ@cussed this point in March 1998 after the JAG's results

were made public.

Before the JAG report was published, GeneraHiB)@MB)was provided a draft copy, which
he read ith which he took exception on certain i e advised he spoke with
GeneM)tm this and in some M}@de changes and in
other cases he did not. He noted Gene not argumentative and heard
Genem_om:as to his reasons for the exceptions, regardless of whether he made

the changes or not. Gen e draft slanted fault towards the USAF, in
regards to briefing responsibilities.

Genumi-(aﬂvised RA that while there is nothing in writing regarding briefing
responsibilities of the it towards visiting deployed umits, such as the Marine
Detachment, Genegi adsed it is his opinion that it is the Air Force'
responsibility to provide them. Likewise, it is the deployed unit's responsibility to attend
those briefings. Genbfd @ad that Standardization and Evaluation
(STANEVAL) provided all requested and required briefings. STANEVAL offered and
provided all briefings to these units, including the low level briefs. He further stated that
regardless of whether or not a deployed unit attends a low level brief, which they should,
they are still provided with an Aircrew Aid that spells out in black and white the
minimum altitude restrictions. Additionally, Chapter 8, pilot operational procedures,
from the Major Command Instruction, further defines the low level restrictions. MAJOR
AF previously provided a copy of Chapter 8 to NCIS, from STANEVAL.

Regardi FCIF mentioned above, Genemb-temlled it was issued in AUG97
by COE fiellowing receipt of an official message from the Italian government
that restricted specific local airspace to 2000' minimum altitude, the airspace in which the
mishap occurred. Gen® @ieised the DGOC (Deliberate Guard Operations
Center) disseminated that FCIF to all concerned units on base, one of which would have
been the Marine Corps Detachment. Admittedly, GeneralSiBjGMBkeated the tracking of
DGOC dissemination was poor, but it is extremely likely that the Marines received this
FCIF through normal channels. Either way, Gen adwised he knew it was
received because LTC bad told him. In any event, the General recalled the
FCIF information was further briefed at the weekly Thursday DGOC standup, at which a
Marine Detachment representative would have been present. Though not necessarily
attended by the DET CO himself, these standups were attended by some command
representative, who would have been responsible for back briefing his command on
information learned during the standups. Gen recalled the only time a Marine
representative was not present at a standup was one time around NOV97, to the best of
his knowledge. Further, GenseaB)OMBlakvised the issue of low level altitudes was very
political in this area, and it therefore may have been briefed at subsequent DGOC
meetings as well, as it was "big news." He did not recall personally having any
conversations with any Marine Corps personnel about the FCIF between the time it was
published and the time of the mishap.
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GeneraBBIONB)fsitorated that the subject was briefed during DGOC stand ups and he
had no recollection of any arguments or dissenting opinions from the Marine Corps
representative.

Since assuming command at Aviano last JUL97, GeneeHBONB)ised he is aware of

the base receiving noise complaints, but the only one that ¢ s attention was one
in AUGS? via cmm
Corps Detachment Commander, then LTCO

heothe Marine
other knowledge or involvement regarding past low level complaints.

&¥as handling it. He had no

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA:

NAME: BRIGADIER GENERAL USAF
SSN:
DPO

DUSTA: 31°T FIGHTER COMMANDER, AVIANO, ITALY

WORK TELEPHONE: DM)«»

Reporting Agent
Office: NCISFO Naples, Italy
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TITLE: IMARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE
‘ AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

-

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: REVIEW OF VMAQ-4 SQUADRON
E-MAIL SERVER AND PROCEDURES

\

|
On 05MAY98, reporting agent contacted Major_ USAF,

Aviano Air Base Deputy Staff Judge Advocate, in regards to the leialiti of searching a

command computer system for emails of probative value. stated that if
the computer systems were U.S. Government computer systems then there were no
privacy act concerns to impede investigators in the search of those systems.

On 05MAY98, reporting agent and Special Agen_}approached

LcoL [CERENBMEN USMC, Commanding Officer of VMAQ-4, and explained

that we would like to examine the computer systems that CAPT CAPT

and CAPT

USMC, used to send emails following the 03FEB98 EA-6B mishap.
the computers used by the squadron (and by the mishap aircrew while they were retained

‘ in Italy) were U.S. Government (USMC) computer systems and identified two computers
in the VMAQ-4 administration spaces.hﬁe»(plained that the mishap aircrew,
like the majority of the Marines deployed to Aviano Air Force Base, used the Marine
Corps-wide email system called “Banyan Vines” NCISIOIOMOIMthen briefly demonstrated
the Banyan Vines email program. &vas familiar with the Banyan Vines

email process but not very familiar with how the Banian Vines program worked

administratively (how it saved emails, etc.)! en called for CAtRfl-7)(C)
USMC, a VMAQ-4 ECMO and the squadron Information Systems
Coordinator (ISC). ave reporting agent and Special Ageml-)(c)

permission to search the VMAQ-4 computer systems.

NCBIBERBIe)Tived and then exilained how the VMAQ-4 network and the

Banyan Vines program operated} xplained that there are two U.S.
Government network server computers attached to the VMAQ-4 network in Aviano Air
Base. xplained that the Banyan Vines program stores all emails on the
server hard drives and not on the hard drives on the individual computer systems used to
access the server. (Therefore they would be no emails on the hard drives of the U.S.
Government computer systems the mishap aircrew used to compose their emails. All
emails are retained only on the two U.S. Government computer network servers.)

hen attempted to determine whether any of the emails fN@I-7)(C)
‘ still existed on the squadron’s network
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server computer hard drive. As the system administrator for the VMAQ-4 network,
as able to query the entire mail server for any available information related
’ to the mishap aircrewﬂsearched both computer server hard drives for email
accounts belonging to the mishap aircrew and could not find any. )
unsuccessfully searched for any email accounts for the mishap aircrew and CAPT
NEEIBEONBIE ©ISMC EEIBEMBIE@I-» 2s not surprised that he could not find email accounts
for the mishap aircrew and explained that it was squadron procedure to erase member
email accounts immediately after the member left the squadron. -hought
the accounts were deleted approximately one and a half months ago. \EIEHBIGMBI@IS ted
the he believes all accounts for the mishap aircrew were removed from the squadron’s
computer server hard drives the Monday following their departure from Italy.

NEIERBIOMBIAIey s not asked to search the computer server hard drive for any emails from
the mishap aircrew to the VMAQ-4.

In response to questions about squadron back-up procedures_)
responded that daily and weekly back-ups are made of the squadron server hard drives.
hﬁtated, however, that the system had been backed up numerous times since
the email accounts for the mishap aircrew had been deleted and consequently any

information i mishap aircrew that was on those back-up tapes had since been
overwrittenme%kated that the daily back-up tapes are recycled once per week
and that the weekly back-up tapes are completely cycled every three weeks._)
did add that the weekly back-ups had not been perfo imately two weeks
because the squadron tape back-up machine broke, let certain that even
the oldest available back-up tape would not have any information regarding the deleted

‘ mishap aircrew email accounts.

en called for the VMAQ-4 Assistant ISC, Corpdiﬁl-ﬂ)(c)
' ‘DJSMCN_SIated that he had personally been involved in deleting
' the mishap aircrew email accounts after they left the squadron for the United States.
@lded that before he deleted the email accounts he forwarded copies of all

emails in those accounts to the system administrator for VMAQ-2 in Cherry Point, N.C.,

(for*and to G1 for

stated that the points of contact for the VMAQ-2 computer systems are CARGI
R i o sso RN SMic. (oSS

N thought that these individuals would be able to access the aircrew’s accounts
if they still existed or they might have separate back-up tapes which could be used to

reconstruct their accounts.

N

N-ﬂ)so quickly reviewed all available command back-up tapes to
determine w any of the tapes were old enough to have any pertinent
information termined that all of the tapes were too recent to contain any

information on the mishap aircrew’s deleted email accounts.

IS GENETEMMN - o very cooperative during the

review of the squadron computer systems.
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW - [INCSIDIONGIDCINN

On 05MAY98, was interviewed by Intelligence
Operations Specilalists regarding his

knowledge of translating an Italian television newscast pertaining
to the EA-6B mishap of 03FEB98.

-)recalled the newscast which aired while having lunch at
his work space a few days following the EA-6B mishap flight.
y confirmed that he translated into english what the
newscaster sdid to SgtncElBlOMBNEnd others USAF personnel present.
ydibclosed that the newscaster reported the mayor of
Cavalese complained of low-level military flights over the town,
however, there was no reference to aircraft flying under the cable
car system at Cermis.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
EMPLOYMENT:

DO

POB

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE: NCISFO EUROPE
DATE TYPED: 05MAY98
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7THMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF SRACSOERO0E

On 05May98, SRA_USAF , was interviewed by reporting and

participating agents aboard Aviano Air Base, Aviano, ItABs )interviewed
concerning a mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler aircraft and a cable dariB)ON0) w3
specifically questioned concerning the physical security of the mishap aircraft after it
returned from the incident in question.

NCI-G@(QSSigned with the 31* Security Force Squadron (SFS). His duties include
providing physical security to various facilities on bu%ﬂ@@ked on 04Feb98, the

day after the mishap. At approximately 1400 he was posted in a small roped-off
perimeter (approximately 25-50 foot radius) around the aircraft in Hangar #2 on base.

Durimrg-7shi)ft, The base Staff Judge Advocate and an unidentified Italian
Carabinieri official were observed to climb the side ladder leading to the aircraft’s
canopy. They did not physically get into the canopy, but examined its interior while
standing out on the ladder wrung. The interior was examined for approximately 15
minutes. The SJA and Carabinieri then brought out two fanny-pack type items. The
contents of the packs were emptied onto a table. As fanass arcrecall, several maps,

‘ and charts were taken out and displayed. Also taken out of the aircraft were an unknown
quantity of journals/notebooks, and a VHS-type video tape. All items were displayed on a
large table in the hangar, inventoried and photographed. AccordingQ@-Z(’(hére were
many U.S. and Italian officials to witness this. _

The contents displayed on the table were then packed up by Italian officials, and taken
away by them to an unknown location, accordingumﬂﬂ(c)

Sometime later durive{SIBIOMBISIOLL, the aircraft was towed to another location, “ZEP 17
— a hardened aircraft shelter on base. The towing was witnessed part of the way by

NCIS_.GNID personnel accessed the aircraft cockpit during that part of the move that was
witnessed.

NCI-'S)’(@yed behind at Hangar #2 for approximately 1-2 hours. He and his security
detachment (himself, a U.S. Marine assigned to them, and an Italian Carabinieri) were
driven to the ZEP 1 area. As he arrived JiBJom@lwitmessed Italian officials lock the main
hangar doors, as well as the pedestrian door with locks. AccordinpasiBIOME) Fralian
officials are the only ones who have keys to these lockss|BJ@m®tinished his shift at this
area, at approximately 2200.
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NCItﬁt‘ed he did not see the aircrew of the mishap craft during his security shift, nor
did any unauthorized personnel attempt to gain access to the plare|JiBIGMBITad)no
additional contact with the mishap aircraft after this security shift. He was posted to his
normal duties afterward.

BIO
SSN

DO
PO
Security clearance: Secret

Participating Agent: [ NCIEIOIGNOMIGIN NCISRA Sigonella, Italy

Reporting Agent
Office: NCISFO Naples, Italy
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TITLE: Y'MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
‘ CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF SRA [NeE0eNeme)

On 05May98, SRA_ USAF, was interviewed by reporting and

participating agents aboard Aviano Air Base, Aviano, [taN€&! interviewed
concerning the events surrounding a mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler aircraft dnd a
cable cm-yas specifically questioned concerning possible information he ‘may

have concerning the physical security of the mishap aircraft after it landed.

duties include providing physical security for the various facilities on the bag¥c!

was on duty 04Feb98, the day after the mishap. He reported for duty on 0530, and was
told to proceed to Hangar #2 on base, where the mishap aircraft was being kept. When he
arrived at the hangar, he was briefed that no unauthorized personnel were to have access
to, or take photographs of the aircraft.

chc’a member of the 31 Security Force Squadron (SFS), Aviano Air Baﬂ
7)(C)

The aircraft was observed msy-w%e in the middle of the hangar, roped off within

an approximate 25 foot rading! SHBNGMBI Oiserved approximately 30-50 Italian Carabinieri

officials, and many American officials. Although the interviewee did not recognize all
‘ American personnel, he did observe the Commanding Officer (CO) of the Aviano Air

Base, (&ol_(?émd Gen@r@l-m(q

N-@turity team consisted of himself, a U.S. Marine assigned as security, and to
Carabinieri personm¥t &8s not recall the name of the Marine. His team was
positioned at various points around the mishap aircraft; all team members were within
sight of each other.

Sometime during-hift, Coloxe 1lte) CO, was concerned about an
apparent fuel leak on the mishap aircrafic| {sserved an unidentified liquid
leaking out of the plane. A U.S. Marine aircraft Crew Chief, unknowm@iwas

ordered to examine the leak. The crew chief was intensely scrutinized by the Italian
officials as he examined the crafttj-did) not observed the crew chief go near the
cockpit. All examinations were done near the right wing area of the aircraft, as far as

NC|-¢}mld tell.
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During W’s not approached by anyone attempting to gain access to the
aircraft énded his shift at approximately 1400-1430, just before the aircraft
was moved to another location. He did not witness the transfer of the mishap aircraft to
another location.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
SS
DO
PO
Security clearance: Secret

Participating Agent:
Reporting Agent:
Office: NCISFO

CISRA Sigonella, Italy
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE
AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS

. CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

-

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIONWF INTERVIEW (CAPTAIN

AND CORPOR A' ST

USMC)

On 06MAY98i reiortini aient interviewed CAPT_

USMC \and Corporal USMC, at the USMC VMAQ-4 administrative
spaces at Aviano Air Force Base, Italy. [ INCISIBICIOIOCI v cre interviewed
with regards to an email received by NCIS from MajoriSkblem@a¢sMC, Assistant pnd
Marine Air Wing 2DMAW) G-6. In his email, Maj tates that a NCIS Agent
requested that VMAQ-4 at Aviano Air Force Base change their system passwords to
facilitate NCIS retrieving emails from the server.

'-Ihe VMAQ-4 Information Systems Coordinator (ISC), stated that he
was not aware of any r o change the VMAQ-4 passwords and that
he had not spoken withW a 2DMAW computer specialist
temporarily assigned to VMAQ-4 as the Assistant ISC in Aviano, stated that after
speaking with NCIS on 05MAY98, he called back to the 2DMAW computer personnel to
retrieve the current 2DMAW “superuser” passwordV ded that as a 2DMAW
computer specialist he has access to the “superuser” password which allows for access to

all of the Cherry Point networks for maintenance and administration purposes.
N ted that during his conversation AW personnel there must

wi
have been some miscommunication which led M@mail.

Bot_ were told that there is no NCIS requirement to

change the server system passwords or for VMAQ-4 to alter any of their computer
systems. During the interview, reporting agent aske_(icf)he could review the
VMAQ-4 network server backup tapes one more time to determine whether any of the
backup fapes contained any pertinent information.

N-@Xplained that VMAQ-4 uses two UNIX-based network servers to
handle their network needs in Aviano\ @¥ated that the network servers are
designated “DFV2DMAWISMO1” and “CPY2DMA WVMAQ-4"NSIiBIOMOIld ded
that server DFV2DMAWISMOI is the network server that remains in Aviano for each of
the USMC deployments to use and that server CPY2DMAWVMAQ-4 is a server that
was brought to Aviano by VMAQ-4. MENDINI stated that the computer hard drives for
both servers are generally backed up each night and that weekly backups are also often
made. MENDINI had in his possession nine backup tapes for DEV2DMAWISMOI and
six backup tapes for CPY2DMAWVMAQ-4.
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N_(lfeviewed the network server backup tapes in the presence of reporting
agent and determined that there was only one backup tape that could possibly contain any
pertinent information. The tape in question, labeled “224-07 Wednesday”, was a partial
backup tape of server DFV2DMA WISMOI from 05FEB98. A review of the contents of
backup tape “224-07 Wednesday” showed only system administration related files. The
backup tape “224-07 Wednesday” does not include a backup of the email system from
O0SFEB98, but a forensic review of the tape might provide information from previous
backups that were not overwritten. Tape “224-07 Wednesday” was seized on 06MA Y98
froﬂ_@hd entered into the NCISFO Europe Evidence Custody System. The
tape was produced using the Unix computer operating system and will have to be
analyzed using Unix analysis tools. A directory of tape “224-07 Wednesday” is
appended as enclosure (1).

In a prior conversation on OSMAY98,_explained that

the Monday following the departure of the mishap aircrew for the United States (in mid-
March 1998) the email accounts of the mishap aircrew were deleted from the network
server hard drives. They explained that it is standard operating procedure to delete a
member’s email account when they transfer from the squadron. Therefore, they added,
any backup tapes of the network server made after mid-March 1998 would not contain
any email information for the mishap aircrew.

The dates and contents of the other VMAQ-4 backup tapes for network server
DFV2DMAWISMOL1 are as follows:

“Sunday” contains a full backup of the server, dated 20APR98

“Monday” contains a full backup of the server, dated 04MAY98

“Tuesday” contains a full backup of the server, dated 05SMAY98

“Wednesday” contains a full backup of the server, dated 29APR98

“Thursday” contains a full backup of the server, dated 03MAY98

“Friday” contains a full backup of the server, dated 24 APR98

“Saturday” contains a full backup of the server, dated 28APR98

“FS Vines Patches” contains Banyan Vines File Server Software Patches, dated 27AUG96

The dates and contents of the VMAQ-4 backup tapes for network server
CPY2DMAWVMAQ-4 are as follows:

“Monday” contains a full backup of the server, dated 06 APR98
“Tuesday” contains a full backup of the server, dated 08 APR98
“Thursday” contains a full backup of the server, dated 09APR98
“Friday #1” contains a full backup of the server, dated 03APR98
“Friday #4” contains a full backup of the server, dated 27MAR98

One of the CPY2DMAWVMAQ-4 backup tapes is currently jammed into the tape
player and therefore not accessible. The backup tape has been jammed in the tape drive
for approximately two weeks. The VMAQ-4 personnel are currently in the process of
trying to remove the backup tape from the tape drive without destroying the tape.
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According to the VMAQ-4 computer personnel, the tape lodged in the tape drive is the
most recent backup of the CPY2DMAWVMAQ-4 server and would therefore probably
not contain any email information dating back to the mid-March 1998 timeframe. Once
the tape is successfullil retrieved VMAQ-4 computer personnel will notify reporting
agent of the tape’s contents.

Nmsostated that just prior to the departure of the VMAQ-2 squadron in
mid-February (@ade four complete backups of the VMAQ network server

hard drive. These backup tapes were given to the VMAQ-2 computer personnel
identified as SSGT [NCEIBOMBE USMC, and SSGT* USMC.
ted that any one of these backup tapes could be used to retrieve the entire
mail service directory that was present as of the mid-February bacKup date\EENBIGMBIRC)
also stated that VMAQ-2 might also have additional network computer server hard drive
backup tapes which could provide access to other emails. In a previous conversation on
0SMA Y98 SBIBIOMBI tated that immediately after the mishap aircrew left Italy for the
United States (around mid-March 1998) he forwarded the contents of their VMAQ-4
temporary email accounts to the VMAQ-2 computer personnel. (The mishap VMAQ-2
aircrew were assigned temporary VMAQ-4 email accounts after VMAQ-2 left Aviano
Air Base, Italy.) Therefore additional emails generated or retrieved by the mishap aircrew
after the departure of the main VMAQ-2 contingent in mid-February 1998 could be on
the VMAQ-2 backup tapes from mid-March 1998.

Enclosures
(1) Directory of backup tape “224-07 Wednesday”
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Volume in drive E is FS ADMIN AP
Directory of E:\

QEXEC BAT

640MNT
640BACK
MCAFEE
SOUND
WINSSPAT
SOUNDAPP

<DIR>
<DIR>
<DIR>

<DIR>
<DIR>
<DIR>
<DIR>
<DIR>
<DIR>

1 file(s)

9 dir(s)

001045

P

290

{
|

03-04-98
03-04-98
03-04-98
03-02-98
03-04-98
03-04-98
03-04-98
03-04-98
03-04-98
03-04-98

W W W WWWWWYWWWO

290 bytes

1,699,577,856 bytes

:25a
:25a
:00a
:20a
:12a
:19a
:04a
:05a
:23a
:25a

free

(N DN @ OAY

224-0F

EnclosrE (1)
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS/
CCN:  15APR98-0023-0036-7THMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF SCREENING INTERVIEWS OF VMAQ-4
MAINTENANCE CREW

On variogls dates, USMC members, both Officer and Enlisted in rank, currently
assigned to YMAQ-4 squadron, Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT were interviewed by
Special Agents of the Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) regarding the mishap
flight involving the EA-6B aircraft on 03FEB98.

The questions asked during the interviews are as follows:

1. Are you aware of a “Cable Car Club” among the VMAQ-2 or VMAQ-4
community? Do you have any information regarding this club, to include
rumor, as well as other persons who may be affiliated with this club?

2. Can you identify persons who had access to the cockpit of the EA-6B mishap
aircraft immediately after it’s landing?

Do you have any information regarding the LtCol _or

know anyone who may have information?

L

4. Do you have any information regarding the videotaping of the mishap flight?

5. Do you have any knowledge of any low level flights, where altitude restrictions
were not adhered to?

6. Do ‘iou know if there are any existing videotapes, similar to thle:-)(C)

Do you have any information regarding low level flights that we have not
covered?

=

The following USMC members were interviewed and had no pertinent information to
report regarding this investigation:

LEP
LCP
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‘ CPL
CPL
CPL

CPL

SGT

LCP

CPL

CPL

CPL

CPL

LCP

LCP

LCP

LCP

CPL

CPL

LCP

Participating Agents

A, NCIS Rota, SP

SA, NCISFO Europe, Naples, IT
, NCISFO Europe, Naples, IT
NCISFO Europe, Naples, IT

, IOS, NCIS Sigonella, IT

ISFO Europe, Naples, IT

, NCIS London, UK

NCIS La Maddelana, IT

Reporting Agent:
Reporting Office: NCISFO Europe, Naples, IT
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Review of VMAQ-4 Low Level Flights

On 06 May, , 1998, _reportin agent and participating agent
interviewed Captain USMC, regarding captioned
investigation. N (cthe acting Operations Officer for VMAQ-4
deployed to Aviano AFB, Italy, advised his squadron was previously
d to Aviano from 01 September 1996 to 27 February 1997.
Nﬂ(@tated that the unit was on an alert status until 21
November 1996 and until that time conducted no low level flights.
ncEIBEMB xanually reviewed all squadron flight records during that
deployment. NCh)(S)igned his notes from his manual search and

provided them to NCIS, and they will be maintained with the NCIS
case notes.

Nc_)(p)rovided Naval Aircraft Flight Records (NAFR) and flight
schedules for all VMAQ-4 low levels discovered in his search,
enclosures (1) through (12) pertain. Specifically, the squadron
flew six low level training flights during this time frame. The
only crew member flying these flj was involved in the

Aviano mishap flight was Captain ) However, of the six
flights,ﬁ) was involved in only one, that flown on 16

January 1997. In that flight,*)was the lone backseater,
ermined.

and his seat location is undet
Enclosures (5) and (6) pertain to CAPT flight of
16JAN97. Enclosure (5) identifies the flight crew as a
backseater, and ECMO 1 as Majori now assigned to Marine
Corps Headquarters. The pilot, CaptainnESiB@MBE@cC)is currently
attending school in Quantico, VA, and after a summer 1998
graduation, will be joining VMAQ-1. Both their SSN’s are provided
in enclosure (5). Enclosure (5) also states the mission was 1.5
hours long, departing at 1300, returning at 1430. T ini
code 215 refers to a "high low high profile" and

training code of 252 refers to backseat electronic surveillance.
Enclosure (6) further identifies the VMAQ-4 flight schedule for

that day. The squadron was scheduled to fly four different
missions. The first, scheduled over the AOR and missi riented,
Med two aircraft and they were piloted by Captains @nd
NCI N@espectively, with their respective crews also identified.
The third flight, to be over flight route AV047 and
piloted by LTCOL ) was canceled due to a maj ance
problem (NFI). The fourth flight, piloted by Capta&nsﬁ(ms
notes

flight i . This document reflects flig
#4, applicable tom aircraft, which identifies the route
flown as being AV047. Route AV047 is the nomenclature of the route
flown during the mishap flight. The altitude of the flight was not

WARNING EXHIBIT (][
THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE

ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED

WITHOUT THE SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.

001048




)C) This

able to be determined from this record, according tusc
schedule was signed off by then VMAQ-4 CO, LTCOL USMC.
The name _)@)lso appears on the schedule, bu advised

he was canceled from the flight for reasons unknown, as he is not
reflected on enclosure (5), the true mission record.

A review of personal NAFR’s was requested. Ncq)(C)
provided that "the first investigatorsg" taken those records an
they had not as yet been returned.Nm@dvised their location
was unknown and suggested that the "first investigators" referred
to the USMC investigations board held immediately after the mishap.

ncEBEIB @lso provided that

) was scheduled to ‘ly a low
level mission on 25 ut the flight was canceled due to
mechanical problems.N ncluded he had no personal knowledge
of the mishap incident and added he had no subsequent contact with
any of the aircrew regarding the incident.

nGEIDONB 2 ECMO himself, further spoke of having attended MAC
training in Australia. MAC stands for "Minimum Altitude Clearance"
and is "high speed low drag" training ~NcEIBEBBWas unaware e JBENE) ) c)
or any of the mishap crew attended MAC training. He advised that
Prowler pilots are trained to fly as low as 50/ in the Australian

desert, and that such training is vital to defensive tactical
maneuvers.

ENCLOSURES

(1) TWO COPIES OF VMAQ-4 NAFR (INCLUDES CORRECTED COPY)/230CT96
(2) COPY OF VMAQ-4 FLIGHT SCHEDULE/230CT96
(3) COPY OF VMAQ-4 NAFR/15JAN97

(4) COPY OF VMAQ-4 FLIGHT SCHEDULE/15JAN97
(5) COPY OF VMAQ-4 NAFR/16JAN97

(6) COPY OF VMAQ-4 FLIGHT SCHEDULE/16JAN97
(7) COPY OF VMAQ-4 NAFR/17JAN97

(8) COPY OF VMAQ-4 FLIGHT SCHEDULE/17JAN97
(9) COPY OF VMAQ-4 NAFR/25JAN97

(10) COPY OF VMAQ-4 FLIGHT SCHEDULE/25JAN97
(11) COPY OF VMAQ-4 NAFR/20FEB97

(12) COPY OF VMAQ-4 FLIGHT SCHEDULE/20FEB97

PARTICIPATING AGENT

SPECIAL AGENT, NCISFO NAPLES, ITALY

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA:
NAME: CAPT

Reporting Agent:

Office: NCISFO Naples, Ita%x WARNING
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: CHECK OF BASE CP RECORDS
On 06May98, MSgt. [ NCIDICNEIACI. USAF, Aviano Air Base Command Post

(CP) was interviewed concerning any records or tapes that may have been kept for
03Feb98. As background, a mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler aircraft originating
from the Aviano Air Base and a cable car occurred on 03Feb.

N_@Oated routine procedures for the operation of the base CP include recording all

incoming and outgoing air activity on an audio tape. This tape records on all incoming
circuits, and on different radio frequencies. In order to listen to a particular tape, a
certain frequency for that channel would have to be programmed into specialized
listening /playback equipment. This equipment is available in the CP. The tape is
usually kept for the period of one (1) month, and is then it is used again, recorded over in
its entirety with the base’s current air activity. The tape for 03Feb98 was kept for a
period of approximately two (2) months, and was then re-used sometime in the month of
April 98.

N_a:l)so provided copies of the CP logs for 03Feb98. A review of the logs reveal

several entries for 03Feb. Information provided on the entries were received second-hand
by the base air traffic control tower. Entries reveal nothing constituting significant
investigative leads in this case. Enclosure (1) pertains. In addition, all personnel on duty
in the CP on that day only received information on the mishap from the control tower.

ENCLOSURE
(1) Copy of CP log/03Feb98

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
SSN:

- DOB -

POB
SECURITY CLEARANCE: Top Secret

Participating Agent:
Reporting Agent:
Office: NCISFO Naples, Italy

)
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036~7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: ACQUISITION OF SERVER BACK-UP TAPES/06MAY98

On 06May98, SSgt— UsMC, VMAQ-2,
rovided reporting agent five (5), computer server back-up tapes.

nigientified the tapes as having been provided to him by SSgt
USMC, VMAQ-2, upon commands return from Aviano

Italy.Nci Nedvised SSgrt:li(pccpvided him four tapes.NC|-7)(0)
stated he forwarded three of the tapes to "WISMO" aboard MCAS,
Cherry Point, NC.NCI ngrovided four tapes, three of which are
the tapes he originally sent to "WISMO".ncEiB@l@l)srated he was
uncertain if the fourth tape contained relevant infomationNCl-7)(C)
advised these tapes have, most likely, been re-used.
reported the remaining tape has remained in commands control.

NCIﬁ?)@ecifically identified this tape as being marked as having
been completed on February, 13, 1998, at 0115 NC|h7¢(dvised this
tape was in "mint" condition and has not been re-used or alterecd.

Ncﬁ)p:rovided reporting agent a copy of an equipment custody
record reflecting the five (5) tapes belng relinquished to
reporting agent. The equipment custody record 1s attached as
enclosure (1l). All five (5) tapes provided oy §BElBIesre placed
into the NCIS evidence custody system.

The G-1 section of 2DMAW, MCAS, Cherry Point, NC, was contacted
regarding their possible possession of VMAQ-2 computer server back-
up tapes. G-1 advised all such tapes would be sent to "WISMO".

Enclosure
(1) Equipment custody record/06May98

Partici i ent
M SA, NCISRA Cherry Point, NC

Reporting Agent:
Office: NCISRA Cherry Polnt, NC
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EQUIPMENT CUSTODY RECORD (4440)
NAVMC 10359 (Rev. 1-89) Previous edition will not be used. SN: 0000-00-003-9502 U/1: PG (100 SETS PER PG)

RESPONSIBLE UNIT

VMAQ-3 WA - 14

AU‘?Ongv (T/E, Allowance List, etc.)

CONTROL NUMBER

DESCRIPTION

Ymm Seever ‘U‘\PLS

STOCK NUMBER

001069
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DATE VOUCHER NUMBER INCHEASEPECREAS BALANCE REMARKS SIGNATURE
- 2 BROUGHT FORWARD NAME
E A TO | Tmm Backu) Tae$
S OLGad1Z AT
s
C
Stcn)
7
CARRIED FORWARD
ALLOWANCE

ACCOUNT NUMBER
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: 'MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE
AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF AMNICEOENOME USAF

On 06May98, A_ USAF, was interviewed by reporting and

participating agents at the security offices aboard Aviano Air Base, Aviano, Italy. Agents
identified themselves both verbally and by displaying their credentials.ﬂ\/as
interyiewed concerning a mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler aircraft and a cable car
near Cavalese, Italy.’“?was specifically questioned concerning the physical
security of the aircraft after it returned to Aviano from the incident in question.

-s assigned to the 31* Security Force Squadron (SFS), Aviano Air Base.

s duties include providing physical security to the various facilities on base.
He was on duty from 2200 on 03Feb98 to 0600 04Feb. WheriCISBIGIMBI@Eeported for
duty, he was told to provide security for the mishap aircraft, located in Hangar #2.

According t_the mishap aicraft was observed in the hangar, roped off
within a small perimeter. His orders were to prohibit anyone from gaining access to the
plane, or taking photographs of any kind. HSecurity detachment consisted
of himself, a U.S. Marine (unknown tJiGIEHBNOMBIME)and two Italian Carabinieri
personnel.

’ During -)shift, no one crossed the roped- off area in question. No one

personally approached EEIBIGMBI@IGuring this time, and there were no attempts to gain
access by any personnelN_O&nded his shift at approximately 2200. The
aircraft was not moved from the hangar during presence. This shift was the
only contact tha d with the mishap aircraft. He was posted to his normal
security duties the next day.

SECURITY CLEARANCE: CONFIDENTIAL

Participating Agent:
Reporting Agent:
Office: NCISFO Naples, Italy

NCIS Sigonella, Italy

Page 1 of | WARNING
THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE
ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED
WITHOUT THE SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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EMPLOYMENT:

U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Results of Interview: Col. [[NCSBIGNOMO)

On 06MAY98 Col. USAF, was interviewed by
Intelligence Operations Specialist at Aviano AFB

regarding his observations and actions in conjunction with the 03FEB98
EA-6B mishap flight.

As background, Cet SiBIONBNxthe Logistics Group Commander, 31* Fighter
Wing at Aviano AFB, ItalyciSiBleMBratated that in this capacity Hanger’s
one and two fall under his comman@l@'_ﬁé@alled being in hanger two
just prior to the EA-6B Prowler being towed and secured for seizure by
Italian authoritiey stated that he did not see the EA-6B aircrew or
have any contact with thenr. ElBloN®Nreoalled that USMC ground services
personnel were in the cockpit, however, he did not observe them remove any
objects from the aircraft: declosed that while analyzing damage to
the aircraft, Carabinieri (Italian paramilitary police) officials instructed him
to depart the hangexc dded that he was in hanger two for
approximately 20-25 minutes and that he did not have contact with the
aircrew following the mishap flight.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE: NCISFO Europe
DATE: 06MAY98
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE
AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS

‘ CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Interview of COL|CEBEIBMEN USAF

n 06MAY98, reporting agent and participating agent interviewed CON-(C)

Nci)@SAF , regarding captioned investigationc been identified by USAF
Security Personnel as_having been present at the recovery of the mishap aircraft on
03FEB98. When C@Qﬂ%@s advised as to the nature of the interview, he stated that
he'was TDY at Keesler Air Force Base, MS, from 01 to 07 February, 1998, and thus was
not at Aviano on the third. C figther advised that after his return to Aviano on
07 February 1998, he never had any contact with the mishap air crew or any US Marine
Corps personnel regarding the mishap.

PARTICIPATING AGENT

PECIAL AGENT, NCISFO NAPLES, ITALY

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA:

NAME: COL USAF
‘ SSN: )

DUSTA: 31>' SUPPORT GROUP, DEPUTY COMMANDER, AVIANO, ITALY
WORK TELEPHONE: DSNcIERBIONON )
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J.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF SSGT NCBBIONBME USAF

On 06May98, SS gt_ USAF, was interviewed by reporting agent

aboard the Aviano Air Base, Aviano, Italy. NEESIBIGM@E@Icyas interviewed concerning a
mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler aircraft and a cable car near Cavalese, Italy. He was
specifically questioned concerning the physical security of the aircraft after it returned
from the incident in question.

_Was called in to provide physical security for the aircrift an unsieciﬁed

time after it landed. The aircraft was still on the runway at the time! )
provided security for approximately 45 minutes, along with other security team members.
No personnel gained access to the aircraft during this time. The plane was then towed to
Hangar #2._nook a U.S. Marine Lance Corporal to assist in guarding the
aircraft in Hangar #2.

The aircraft was transferred to Zulu area, according t_He waited at the
hangar for its arrival. The aircraft was locked in the hangar by Italian personnel.

id not provide security during this time. During successive three days,
Italian Carabinieri officials visited Zulu area.

Investigator’s note: A IOF of the Italian personnel visits to Zulu area has been provided to

Special Age taring his visit to the base security office.
BIO TA
SSN

DO
POB
SECURITY CLEARANCE: SECRET

Reporting Agent:
Office: NCISFO Naples, Italy
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

‘ STATEMENT DATE: 07 May, 1998
PLACE: Aviano, Italy

_make the following free and voluntary statement tec|SHBNGIBIE)(C)

NEISBIOR@I@ cvhom I know to be an Agent of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. I make this statement of my own free will, without any threats
made to me or promises extended. I fully understand this statement is given in concerns
to my knowledge of the events which took place subsequent to the EA-6B Marine

Prowler incident of 03F Qb%.)(?)(C)

NCIS -)raﬁ){lcr)ﬁoses of identification, | state that my full name is

Senior Airman, E-4,
I am a lab technician for

®orn o
the 31* Medical Group, in Aviano, [y
&Qgcc))n duty in the lab on 03Feb98 and my shift was from 16:00 to 23:00. I recall that about
16:20 that day, the crew members of the EA-6B Prowler were brought in to the lab for medical
testing. [t is standard operating procedure for us to draw from about 17 to 22 vials of blood and
two 70ml samples of urine for our lab tests. [ happen to know Marine Captaim_(C)

NciENBIEMBI because he took an Italian laniuaie class with me. At that time, [ recall the person

NCIS (

whom [ believe to be Marine Captai ay to Capthi HHOPE IT
‘ WASN’T A GONDOLA”, and “I KNOW WE HIT SOMETHING, BUT WE COULDN’T SEE!”
I also recall Captai accwercss [BIOMBLY) «ating, “IT ALL HAPPENED SO FAST, I

COULDN’T SEE!”. I specifically recali [)@J#rayhe word GONDOLA because at that time, [
didn’t know the details of the incident and when [ heard them speak, I thought what could they

have been doing in Venice, thinking that they were referring to a Venetian water gondola. I also
do not ski and therefore did not know that a cable car is also called a GONDQ&{‘-})(D(C)

NCIS ( 2N e order that the blood samples were taken from the crew membd’m-WES) fivst,

NC NES sec wxethirdnmd waglast. While the samples were drawn
yvacpresent in the lab the entire time of the

from the crewmembers one at a time, Captais

oo R

7 2 BiiEre
- RATafmy e
o WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE

ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED
WITHOUT THE SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

001074




U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

(7)(C) . . . g :
ave read and understand this statement, consisting of this and one additional page,

typed for me by MrJISRBNOMBI (com information we discussed. I have made and
initialed any corrections. This statement is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge

and belie
NCIS )(7)(C)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 07th day of May 1998 in Aviano, Italy

AUTHORITY:
SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04Jan93
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STATEMENT PLACE: NCISRA QUANTICO

DATE: _7MAY98

. make the following
free and voluntary statement to

whom | know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. | make this statement of my own free will and without any
threats made to me or promises extended. | fully understand that this statement

Merning my knowledge of THE FLIGHT ROUTE AV0O47 AND CAPT
)

NCIS )(7)(C) \ . .
or the purpose of identification, I am naiJiBEEBINALle
NCls-J)tzad)l, weighing approximatels [Bi@lraonds. I hawel 7)(C
hailr amis-? j ' '

(ege r 1s
and I was born on

NCIS (7)) . Coe
am currently assigned to Concepts Division MCCDC HQ

MCB Quantico. I performed Asst. Operations Officer duties
while assigned to VMAQ-4. I flew the 047 on a few occasions
points D,T,U. I don’t remember staying on the route past
point U. Typically we would climb off there to save fuel for
other missions. I do not recall where the Gondola exists
along the route. There are many small villages and ski
areas. I recollect the minimum altitude being 1000’ AGL for
EA-6B’s. Altitude restrictions over ski areas and towns was
20007 BAGL", my recollection.” I don’t recall ils of
the particular flight on 16 January 97. Capt M)in my
opinion is a very professional young Marine Officer.
Inexperienced, but in my opinion ahead of his peers j
situational awareness and maturity. I believe Capt
would speak out if, in his mind, an unsafe condition existed.
Due to limited forward visibility in the EA-6B, it is
incumbent upon the crew members in the front seats to keep
those in the back informed of "things" ahead of the aircraft.
Airspeeds (timing), Titiiudes, route of flight are all part

)

of pre-flight briefis )(7)(C)

NCIS‘.)(7¥%mor has been mentioned to me concerning a "LAST FLIGHT IN
ITALY" reckless attitude, or perhaps daring flight under such

an obstacle as the gondola. That is ridiculous!! I have

EXITSIT ()
PAGE | OF é

NCISFORM 016/03-92
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o o Statement (Continued): MAJ USrC

i DATE: May 7, 1998 ) ' Page: 2

322222229277772239322222222297
NCIS (l.b)(?)(C)

not, ever, heard any of my fellow crew members or any other
crews mention this sort of thinesd@ElM©)

NCIS-}‘ﬁ)iCs) state isting of this page and 1
other was typed%épecial Agentbas
we discussed it . I have read and understand the
above statement. I have been given the opportunity to make
any changes or corrections I desire to make and have placed
my initials over the changes or corrections. This statement

is true and correg@s-)m(

TMAq G 132e

Date Time

Sworn to and subscribed before me this

Special Agent, U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04JAN93
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STATEMENT PLACE: NCISRA QUANTICO, VA

DATE: _7ZMAY98

L , make the following
free and voluntary statement to

whom | know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. | make this statement of my own free will and without any
threats made to me or promises extended. | fully understand that this statement
is given concerning my knowledge of THE FLIGHT ROUTE AV047 AND THE PERSON OF
CAPT )

NCI-Z;)Epr the purpose of identifi ion, I amNg & 1
all, weighing approximateNis Yaends. I hawel 7)(C)
: hair andg! BQPes. My socil security numb '

NC'S-)@(Cém currently assigned to AWS as a student in that
course. My primary MOS is an EA-6B pilot. I have served in
Italy as a pilot in support of NATO/UN operations on two
occasions. The first was in 1994-1995 for approximately
three months, based out of Sigonella, Sicily. The second
occasion was a six-month pump flying out of Aviano, Italy,
during 1996-1997. Special Agem&nﬁndicated to me that
during my second pump (1996-1997) I had flown the Italian
low-level route AV047 with Capt [CEDGNOME) [ remember having
flown the route in question. Capt\GEiBENBE@Ic)now Major

)ywas my navigator, sitting in the front right seat.
Lt y(now Capt) was aloﬁ the back cockpit
. 3

(normally two sit in the backc (M(©)

NC'S-))@@ I recall, we briefed a standard low-level training
flight. I do not recall the exact altitude restrictions that
were in place at the time, though I believe they varied from
1000’ AGL to 2000’ AGL, depending on which portion of the
route you were flying. As I recall, the weather was good and
the flight was uneventful. MajorNEElBGMB@c:sed the training
opportunity to discuss important aspects of low-level flying.
This was glven particular emphasis as the high altitude
restrictions prevented the flight from being particularly
dynamic. In addition, Capt _)had not had the
opportunity to conduct the Low Altitude Tactics Training
(LATT) program (he had joined the squadron during our
deployment and all LATT training had been suspended, prior to
our deployment, by 2dMAW.) Though I do not recall any other
specifics of the flight, I believe it was uneventfwdnshm(q

NC'S-G?‘?ight planning for the flight in question, though I do
not remember the specific brief, would have been conducted

according to NATOPS and squadron SOP. Particular t i R
- S BRIy (79

airspeed, the bri was 390-420 KIAS (knots
NCISFORM 016/03-92 Signature: GALsmC PAGE [ OF 3
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Statement (Continued): _ -
DATE: May 7, 1998 ' Page: 2
22222222222222222222222222222222222222222222

NC'S.ﬁ(ﬁ)éﬁcated airspeed.) This is dictated by LATT
standardization (rules which govern all low-level flying).
There are two reasons that a pilot might deviate from these
airspeed restrictions. First, and most commonly, is to
adjust for being "late" or "early" for a time-on-target
(TOT). If the aircrew 1s going to be significantly late for
a TOT (by several minutes) they will adjust by either
requesting a change in route (to cut off some of the length)
or increasing airspeed. The extent to which they do this
would depend on how far off their "timeline" they were. The
second reason is less often necessary but is more critical:
to ensure sufficient airspeed is available to clear high
terrain in front of the aircraft while still maintaining
sufficient airspeed for maneuverability (normally the 390
KIAS minimum I mentioned earlier.) 1In this second case, the
pilot may inform the crew that he will exceed 420KIAS in
order to have a margin of safety for clearing high terrain
ahead. Failure to maintain airspeed while climbing over
higher terrain can result in the "box canyon" problem where
the aircraft can neither climb fast enough to clear high
terrain nor turn around (turning burns either airspeed,
altitude or requires more power.) I do not recall
portions of the route, if any, caused this concemms‘ﬁ)mm)

NC'S-)(R(f)titude is more straight-forward. Our normal low-level
flying altitude was 500’AGL. There was an additional
restriction, however, emplaced by 2dMAW, that established a
minimum for non-HUD (heads-up display) equipped aircraft (EA-
6B falls into this category) of 1000’AGL. I believe that
this additional restriction was in place at the time of this
flight. 1In addition to these restrictions of SOP, LATT
standardization and 2dMAW, there are normally other altitude
restrictions that are specific to different portions of the
route. Normally, these deal with avoiding populated areas or
resorts by 2000’AGL, though I do not recall what portions of
this route had such restrictionss [BIEMb 7)c)

NCIS-)@(% RADALT (radar altimeter) is set, by SOP, 10% below
the minimum permissible altitude for that portion of the
flight (ie.e set at 900’AGL for a minimum permissible
altitude of 1000’AGL.) The only time that the aircraft might
fall below the planned altitude rapidly and unexpectedly is
when clearing a ridgeline which severely juts up Zront of the
aircraft. 1In this case the pilot may indicate to the crew
that the RADALT has gone off because of rapidly rising
terrain and that he will correct it. I do not recall that

this happened at all duri flight with Capt Seagraves,
though I am sure Major‘%ﬁescribed the situation and
alternatives for corrective acticmms-a)(c)

NCIS 7€ recall that Capt [CEIBONOME vas quick to learn, and

I considered him to be slightly ahead of peers as far as

ability to achieve situational awareness (SA), ea s to
learn and mature acceptance of positive criticiﬁmﬁm@
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- =+ < Statement (Continued): _ .

DATE: May 7, 1998 : ) Page: 3
22222222222222222222222222222222222222222222

NC'S-’N)@&ve heard a rumor, that came from a non-aviation
officer (I do not recall who), that the pilot involved in the
mishap must have been trying to fly underneath the gondola
cable. I cannot emphasize enough how untrue and unfair I
believe this speculation to be. 1In my three years in the
fleet I have never met a single aviator that would seriously
consider such a blatant disregard of safety and professional
conduct. Further, I cannot imagine how four individuals (a
full EA-6B crew) would consider such an act. I am confident
that no EA-6 aviator would have such poor judgement and
disregard for life as to attempt anything of the kind. I
disappointed that the rumor exists. It reflects a poor
understanding of the professional commitme our aviators
as navigators, pilots and Marine Officens:tﬁ(?)(@

NC'S-’RH(EB statement, consisting of this page and two other
was typed by myself based on information as it was discussed
with Special Agent I have read and
understand the above statement. I have been given the
opportunity to make any changes or corrections I desire to
make and have placed my initials over the change
corrections. This statement is true and correot )(©)

WIRY9S® 207

Date Time

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 07th day of May, 1998 at NCISRA QUANTICO, VA.

pecial Agent, U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.3B OF 04JAN93
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U.S. NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I /MARFORLANT , NORFOLKE, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MIiSHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 156APR98-0023-0036~-7HMS

INVEST IGATIVE ACTION: Attempts to interview i IE)©

were made NC MAs located residing NGIS(.b)(?)(C)

Special Agent _)and Reporting

Age left numerous messages on the door of the residence asking
¥ call Reporting Agent; however, these attemits were

unproductive. At 1820, 22JUL98, Special Agentc yeopd
iillll IIIII.U@)
answered the door and when asked by Rep

Reporting Agent made contact withi 7Rt her residence NCI

orting Agent if he could
uestion her about the mishap involvlng_ CAPT
youl' NCI-

Betwean 07MAYS98 and 22JUL98, nw attempts to interview Ms.
I

USMC, she stated “noc, ! have nothing to say to
nthen closed and locked the door and falled to
cooperate any further.

, Special Agent, NCISRA El Toro, CA
pecial Agent, NCISRA E! Toro, CA

REPORT ING AGENT:
OFFICE: NCISRA El! Toro, CA
DATE TYPED: 23JUL98

WARNING
THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
PAGE 1 OF 1 CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN:  15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

‘ )

WACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW OF SRAFSIOONO0-

On 07May98, reporting agent interviewed USAF SRA_ lab
technician assigned to the 31* Medical Group, 31st Fighter Wing, Aviano, Italyci EXEIEMBN (<)

was on duty at the medical lab on 03Feb98, the day of the Marine EA-6B Prowler incident
over Cavalese, Italy. In reply to questions concerning his knowledge of events concerning
the crew members of the flight during the time that they were present in the 31st Medical

Group lab, he stated that he was on duty that day together with SRA _)
itﬁcalled the pilots being

NGEIBIOIBRAdyty hours that day were from 09:00 to 18:08c!
brought in for lab work at around 17:30 hows! gperifically took urine samples from

the crewc ke to Marine Captain NEIENOIOMOIOE?nd asked what had happened.
tesponse was that they had hit something, but did not know whatc sp
asked Marine Capta witat had happened to|jINCEIBICMENCII [cSponse
was that he had evacuating the plane in an emergency landingciSKBNOMB"(©
stated that no other persons were present while he spoke to the crew members because all
had gone home for the day. He himself stated that he left that day at 19:30 hoursc/EXEXGEN")C)
had no other pertinent information to relate concerning the subject matter.

N

OFFICE:

DATE: 07 May 1998
Page 1 of 2 WARNING
THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE
ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7THMS

Wz RESULTS OF INTERVIEW OF USAF MAJOR

On 07May98, reporting agent interviewed USAF Major—

Chief of Mental Health Element, 31% Medical Operation Squadron, Aviano, [taly. In reply
to questions concerning her knowledge of events concerning the crew members of the EA-
6B Prowler during the time that they were in her presence, she stated that she had gone
home for the day at about 17:30 on 03Feb98 when almost immediately upon reaching home
her phone rang. MajorBlBIOMBNated that it was USAF Colonel§iBIBMB head of the
Medical Facility at Aviano, Italy, who stated that there had been a mishap involving the
Marines and that her presence was required. Majm-ﬂeported promptly to the lab
since she knew that it was the place where the Marine crew members had been taken for
testing. She stated she found the four crew members at the Aerospace waiting room. She
knew from (i SMBIGIMBI @ there had been casualties in the mishap, but was not aware of

the full details. Major {EHBIOMBIY Ats0 knew that Marine Lt. Caki fluy air crew’s
commanding officer was on his way to talk to his men. Majez ¢oalled that when
she spoke to the crew they were clueless to the entity of the mishapc @nted out

that she did not remember specifically who said what, but she recalled them stating that they
had hit something and did not know what. She also recalled them thinking that they had hit
some wires or possibly telephone wires and that they were lucky to be back on the ground.
She finally remembered the crew state that they hoped that no one had been hurt by any
debris that may had fallen as a result of the incidentic tajed that in her opinion the
crew was in a good mental state. Subsequentm that Lt O&lﬂa@le
into the room and said that he had bad news and that the crew had hit a cable and that there
had been casualtiesc i@ not recall who specifically said what, but she did recall
one of the crew members asking how many casualties there had been and if there were any
children involved. Upon hearing the number of the casualties from Lt @@l-axrd that

there may have been children among the victims, they became very upset and prayed. From
Maj_mnversations with the crew members,they never indicated that they may

— have struck any kind of structure. It was their belief that they had struck some kind of wire.

(oplly indicated that in her opinion, she did not sense that the crew had pre-
planned their story. According No{SHBIGIBIl e person who was the most grief striken and
upset with the news of the disaster was Capta}lﬁ)(MaJm-haﬂ no other

pertinent information to relate in regards to subject matter.

Page 1 of 2 WARNING
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CWOZHSIBIOIBIE ©)

On 12May98, reporting agent and participating agent\GEIBIGIBIBIC)
interviewed CWO02 # UsMC, H regarding
the EA6B Prowler mishap which occurred near Cavalese, Italy on
03Feb98. nEIDOMBNG»as interviewed at his squadron office located

aboard MCAS Cherry Point, NC.

NEBIBOMBI s the Tactical Electronic Processing Reconnaissance and
Evaluation System (TERPES) Officer for VMAQ-2.

N_(@xplained four tapes are utilized inside the aircraft as
part of the TERPES mission. He described them as two (2) Load
Tapes and two (2) Record Tapes. These tapes are commonly referred
to as the "RRS Tapes" because they are a part of the Record
Reproducer Set (RRS) in the aircraft. According ton§ElBIGHBN@Cthe
Load Tapes contain mission information and the Record Tapes record
various aspects of the flight.

N-(Cnoted these tapes are classified "SECRET".

NGEIBEIB@ cadvised these four tapes are si t by one of the
aircrew for every flight. According toNWCTERPES personnel
bring the tapes to the aircrew at the pre-flight brief, at which
time a member of the crew signs for them and takes custody of them.

N_(Q&eviewed the pertinent log book and determined CAMI-7)(C)

signed out the four RRS Tapes on 03Feb98. -

N-Cprovided no additional information pertinent to this
investigation during this interview.

CW02 USMC

PARTICIPATING AGENT

SA, NCISFO Carolinas, MCB, CLNC

REPORTED BY:
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF LCPL [JNCISIBIOMBIBGI SMC

On 12May98, rep i and participating agent NCISKOIONOIDIC)
interviewed LCpl USMC, ﬂ regarding the
EA6B Prowler mishap which occurred near Cavalese, Italy on 03Feb98.

LCphdEiDielBhwas interviewed at the NCISRA Cherry Point office
located aboard MCAS Cherry Point, NC.

NCI-7)ci'.:s assigned to the S-4 Shop at VMAQ-2.

He indicated he returned to MCAS Cherry Point as part of the
squadron’s Advance Party prior to the date of the mishap.

NC-7)(§)elated while deployed to Aviano, the enlisted personnel
assigned to the S-4 Shop consisted of the following Marines and

him.
- Sgt INESEENBEEl s-4, VMAQ-2

- Cpl (Armorer), MAG-14

NC|_7m@ted-)i© currently TAD to Norfolk, VA. He also advised
Cp INGSBEMBI@(Gs currently in Turkey with MAG-14.

no BBl ssated the S-4 personnel always drove the aircrews to the
launch. He recalled they would leave the Ready Room with the
alrcrew, drive them to Maintenance Control, then to the lollipop
where the plane was parked. mted S-4 also picked the
alrcrews up after the flightsNCi "de@scribed the vehicle used by
S-4 to drive the aircrews was a green van.

nCElBOMBIl rsrovided a list of the VMAQ-2 personnel who returned from
Aviano early with the Advance Party, enclosure (1) pertains. He
noted some of the persons listed on this sheet may not have
actually returned on the Advance Party.

noidiDemB)@rovided no additional information pertinent to this
investigation during this interview.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

LCpl UsSMC
SSN:
DOB:
POB:
UNIT:

- ~ -14, 2DMAW, MCAS Cherry Point, NC
WKPHN :

ENCLOSURE
(1) Advance Party (Mini-Deployment #1) Roster/97/08/06...(Copy)

EXHIRIT ( fs2)
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RECEIPT OF LEAVE AND TRAINING LISTS

On 12May98, reporting agent and participating agent N-C)
contacted Cio2 ININCETENBEEINNN.S!C, Adnin Officer, VMAQ-2,
at his office aboard MCAS Cherry Point, NC. CWO@_)(p)rovided
reporting agent with a list of all officers in VMAQ-2 who took
leave during the month of Dec97, as well as the dates they were on
leave, enclosure (1) pertains. A forwarding address for Cpl

s 0, 6 ] :

cis also on that list. cwoRdElD@MBrrovided a second list
which indicated the names and dates of VMAQ-2 officers who were TAD

to the CAOC or other areas during Dec97, enclosure (2) pertains.

CWoR )orovided no additional information pertinent to this
-investigation during this interview.

ENCLOSURES

(1) List of names and dates for Leave/Undated...(Orig)
(2) List of names and dates for TAD to CAOC, Germany and
Nellis/Undated...(Oriqg)

PARTICIPATING AGENT
SA, NCISFO Carolinas, MCB CLNC

REPORTED BY:

OFFICE: NCISFO CAROLINAS
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF 1LT [NCEIDICNOICIY SMC

On 13May98, reporting agent and participating agent NEEIBIGMOIHC)
interviewed 1LT USMC,H regarding
the EA6B Prowler mishap which occurred near Cavalese, Italy on
03Feb98. )was interviewed at the request of the Trial
Counsels assigned to this case. This interview was conducted at

the NCISRA Cherry Point office located aboard MCAS Cherry Point,
NC'

_)was in Aviano the day the mishap occurred. At that time,
he was the Maintenance Control Officer. While deployed to Aviano,
he worked out of a Hardened Aircraft Shelter (HAS) which was
located near the "Mike Loop" taxiway to the runway.

advised there were "lollipops" off of the taxiway. He
described the lollipops as parking areas for the planes when they
were not in the hangar. According to NESOENDDE the flight crews
and trouble shooters usually conducted their pre-flight checks on
the planes while the planes were parked at the lollipops.

However, on 03Feb98,_indicated the mishap aircraft was
not parked in one of the lollipops off of the Mike Loop prior to
take-off. He advised there was construction on the taxiway, so the
alrcraft was parked in an area known as the "Transient Line" or "T
Line." This area was located adjacent to the runway. [CEIDIONOIOE)
estimated it was about one quarter mile from the HAS where his shop
was located.

_)stated the trouble shooters and the aircrew conducted
their pre-flight checks on the aircraft at the T Line area.
ﬂ‘stated he was at the T Line area with SSgtBBEMONrTior to
the launch of the mishap flight. He drove there in a gray rental

car and parked approximately 100-150 yards from the aircraft.
inoted he arrived at the plane just as the aircrew got

there.

According to [CEIDONOMAE the aircrews normally left the Ready Room
and went to Maintenance Control at the HAS where they all review
the Aircraft Discrepancy Book (ADB). The ADB lists the maintenance
history on the plane over the previous 10 flights. Then the pilot
signs to ADB and the crew goes over to the aircraft.

_)indicated on 03Feb%98, since they were launching from the

T Line, Maintenance Control notified all aircrews that the ADB
would be brought to the T Line to be reviewed and signed. He
advised this was done to save time.

NEEPENB® recalled that each of the mishap aircrew reviewed the ADB

WARNING EXHIBIT (ie4)
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prior to the flight. He believed SSgrfiB@MBIwent over the ADB with
CAPT INCEBENE@EIN s igned it. dvised he went over to
the aircraft and stood by to ensure the trouble shooters were doing
their jobs and to be there as a safety observer.

RESOENO@E recalled that prior to the take-off, the aircrew had to
wailt around for some tapes to be delivered to the plane. )
believed the aircrew was waiting for the RRS tapes for the TERPES
system. [CBDEOIOE Wwas unsure whether or not those tapes are
classified. He believed that before each flight, TERPES personnel
usually deliver two tapes to the aircrew at the Flight Equipment
Room. [CEIBENB@E recalled the aircrew either forgot them there or
did not receive them from TERPES that day.

ystated after the aircrew arrived at the plane, they sent
their driver back to "Tin City" where the Ready Room, the Flight

Equipment Room and other shops were loc 3 driver then
returned to the T Line with the tapes. believed the
driver was in a van at that time. )stated he sent LCpl

nOISIBOMBI fyom the COMM/NAV/RADAR Shop over to the van to retrieve the
tapes. He recalled )ysprinted to the van, got the tapes, then
ran to the plane to deliver them. ) statedNC-)(C)
delivered the tapes to the starboard side of the plane. He could
not recall if the crew was inside the plane at that time.

CSmeNeME) advised no one else approached the aircrew or the
aircraft to deliver any other items prior to take-off.

-)believed the aircrews usually carry the RRS tapes to the
plane 1in a NavBag; however, he recallext )J€arried them in his
hand that day.

ICEBEIBME) i ndicatodSIBONBM Was wearing blue coveralls.

_)did not recall seeing any of the aircrew on this f£light
with a video camera. He stated he did not talk to the aircrew
before they boarded the plane. He advised he heard no talk about

a video camera, by the aircrew and/or the trouble shooters, prior
to this flight.

ICEBENB@E) £ irst heard about the mishap over the radio. He heard
the plane call in to the ODO to declare an emergency and to reguest
that landing gear be rigged. [CEBENBME recalled the 0ODO responded
by saying the landing gear would be rigged. He noted the 0ODO also
asked the nature of the ailrcraft’s emergency. HNeElDEBOAE noted a
response did not come right away. When the aircrew finally
responded, he heard them indicated combined hydraulic failure and
damage to a wing.
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-)stated he dispatched the appropriate crews to respond to
the site of the arrested landing. He and SSg‘t:I-HQ)ove over to
the scene. )indicated he was at the scene a short while,
when MAXC/ENDOMONcElated he wanted to treat the situation like a
mishap investigation.

_stated he returned to Maintenance Control and located the

plane out of the NALCOMIS system so no one could change the
maintenance records. He then gathered all of the maintenance
records and log books, boxed them up and sealed them. He
transported the records to the Ready Room, and then eventually to
the Safety Shop, where he left them.

NCEPEIBE stated he was only in the Ready Room about 4 to §
seconds. During that time, he saw all four of the mishap aircrew
sitting in the Ready Room, looking confused. —)stated he
had no conversation nor any interaction with the alrcrew during
that time. He advised he did not hear any of them say anything.

added he has not had any conversation with any of the
alrcrew since the mishap.

REEEIAE i dentified cwor{EIB@MBM@s the VMAQ-2 TERPES Officer.

_)recalled the mishap aircraft had flown earlier in the day
on 03Feb98. He related if there was any problem with the RADALT on
that flight, the aircrew should have griped it.

EEEENO@E noted during the deployment, the aircrews had occasional
problems with the RADALT on the planes cycling at 25,000’ AGL. He
explained they sometimes didn’t gripe the that problem, but he
noted they usually addressed it with the appropriate shop in a
debrief after the flight. [CEIDENOME was not sure whether the
aircrew from the first flight on 03Feb98 had done that or not.
)©did not recall any gripe written or filed on the RADALT
after that first flight on 03Feb98. He further stated he would
have known if there was a gripe written up on that RADALT that day.

)yexplained the mishap aircrew did not go by Maintenance
Control after returning from the mishap flight. He did not know
what they did after landing that day.

NEEENBM® i ndicated he did not recall how detailed CAR® EBENBNYas
when explaining problems on previous gripe sheets.

CEBEIB@E) stated he first heard about CAPT \CEIBIOMBNAYripe on the
RADALT after the 03Feb98 flight a few days after the mishap
occurred.

ICEBENBME) stated he could not recall an All Officers Meeting in

) WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
001094 CONTENTS MAY 8E DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS

PAGE 3 OF 4 HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CUNCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.




U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

which CABGI-(?)kreld up the Deliberate Guard binder and suggested
the aircrews read through it. (CEBENB@Eindicated he usually tuned
out of the meetings when the discussion turned to ‘"strictly
aircrew" information.

EEEEIB@E@:rclated he knew of no information about pilots performing
recklessly while flying the aircraft on the deployment to Aviano.

_ provided no additional information pertinent to this
investigation during this interview.

1LT USMC

PARTICIPATING AGENT

SA, NCISFO Carolinas, MCB CLNC

REPORTED BY:

OFFICE: NCISFO CAROLINAS
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STATEMENT PLACE: NCISRA Cherry Paint. NC

DATE: _14MAY38

, make the following
free and voluntary statement to

whom | know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. | make this statement of my own free will and without any
threats made to me or promises extended. | fully understand that this statement
is given concerning my knowledge of 745 5448 Loon/caR JiRclbLr +ANVLVER

NCIS B8F) the purpose of identification, I am ne/SiBIEMBI @ iess HEBN®)7)C)
inches tall, weighing approximate\w(-))ﬁd@nds. I havec 7)(C)

I #Pes. My social security number is
and I was born on

am a LCPL in the USMC currently assigned to VMAQ-2 at MCAS
Cherry Point, NC. I am a Communications-Navigations-Radar
technician with my squadron and was deployed with them to
Aviano, Italy during the aircraft mi involving my
squadron which occurred on OBFebQ@WU(C)

I

NC'-7)633Feb98, the day of the mishap flight, there was a morning
flight with the same aircraft, aircraft 02. Capmc-)was
the pilot and CapusB@MBwes the ECMO-1 on that morning
flight. I can not remember who else was on that morning
flig&lm-n(C)

NC'S-WH@n that flight landed, I conducted the CNR debrief of the
alrcrew. It is a normal procedure after landing, and it
takes place at the Maintenance Control. Usually, I talk to
the pilot and the ECMO’s from the flight. I discuss their
flight and any problems they might have had with any of the
CNR systems during the flight. After the discussion wit
them, the ECMO-1 usually fills out the CNR debrief foﬁﬁ'.s-a)(c)

NCI% the first flight of aircraft 02 that day, I think Capt

'. (B€lled out the CNR debrief form. I think it is his
writing on that form, but I am not 100 percent sure. The
reason I think he filled out the form is because ECMO-1

usually d ' I filled out the top and bottom sections on
that fomul )(©)

NC'.@(P?:ing the CNR debrief, the aircrew is supposed to tell me
about any problems or discrepancies they had with any of the
CNR systems during their flight. They should make me aware

of a problem, no matter how s ecause we need to make
sure that problem gets fixedg 7)(C)

Nel #“the aircrew has any gripes on CNR systems from their
flight, they are supposed to note it on the CNR debrief sheet
and then fill out a gripe sheet. They usually do that while
} I'm still there, right after we discussed the problem. Then
: they hand the gripe sheet over ##e Maintenance Control.

001096 # EXHIBIT (\‘é‘) 4
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Statement {Continued): _

DATE: May 14, 1998 Page: 2

showed me a copy of the CNR

DO cial agent s [NEEBOIHEN
i debrief sheet from the first ight of aircraft 02 on
98. It has Capwm isted as the Pilot and Capt
NC'ﬁb@ted as the ECMO-L )C)

’ NCIS B&L sheet also indicates the INS system was working "great!"

| on that flight. That tells me that the INS system did not

i drift past the normal tolerance areas. I think the normal
drift tolerance for the INS is 1 mile the first hour of
flight, and then either 1.5 or 2.5 miles for each hour after
that. Since the entry in the INS section of that form says
“great!", I would think that there was little drift and no
other problems with it on that flight. Also, it has been my
experience that when the aircrews come back and gripe the INS
for drifti he INS is usually way off, like 75 to 100
miles oﬁuﬁiﬁw)(q

INCI111@ CNR debrief form also shows the RADALT was working "good"

) n that first flight. That tells me the aircrew did not

g experience any problems with it during their flight that day.

i If they had a problem with the RADALT, they should have told

3 me about it, noted it on the CNR debrief form and griped it.

i That 1s what the aircrews normally do. Even if there is a
small problem or a small discrepancy, the aircrews should
make us aware of it on the ground. The pilots and ECMO’s in

our squadron have griped minor discrepancie as the
RADALT cycling above 5,000’/ AGL in the p (7)(C)

NC'.\I’M@ CNR debrief form also has a comment at the bottom. It
: talks about the radar sweep. That was probably a focus
problem which is not a big problem and easily adjusté‘tﬂs-)(7)(c)

NCI-‘O«Z)erall, after taking a good look at that CNR debrief sheet
, today, I think the aircrew did not experience any problems
i with the CNR systems during their flight that day, and the
i CNR sistems on that aircraft were functioning properly that

dayei 700 45 At

WC'.@I@O, aircraft 02 was the best plane in the squadrony] At the
time of the mishap, there were no outstanding gripes on that
aircraft /o4 i dwmNeis (N(©)

NCI.(B(I? the afternoon of 03Feb98, I was at the launch of the
mishap flight. I was trouble shooting at the launch to be

he aircraft didn’t have any problems. I think SSgt
NcIiiiiiiF

y&rom the ECM Shop, was there with me. Before the
plane actually launched, there was a period when the aircrew
was walting for somethi he aircrew was inside the
aircraft at this tj.meNCIHD(C)

NC'.(Q@ one point, 1LT (CEBONB@E told me someone was bringing some

tapes over to the aircrew. He asked me to run over to a car

M tapes. He told me to get the tapes for Capt
He did not say what kind of tapes. I thought he
was talking about the RRS tapes from TERPES. The car was

001097
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Statement (Continued): [ NNCISOENGCHIN

DATE: May 14, 1998 Page: 3

about 50 yards away. CplN-C)the Armorer, was driving
it. There was no one else in the car with him. The car was
a blue, small size, European style car, which I think was a
rental. When I got to the car, CplN_(@anded me a small
white plastic bag. It was the kind of bag you get at the
store 1f you bought little pieces of candy. The bag was
smaller than anﬁo sheet of paper. I think it was about

half that sizea 7)(C)

NCIS.mlgc)have seen and held the Mission Load/Record (RRS) tapes

before. They are bigger and heavier than the tapes in the
bag I got from CplNEC) Besides, Cph(i(fdoes not
have a security clearance to my knowledge, so he should not
have been in possession of the RRS tapes. The bag I got from
Cp MO was small and lightweight, like it could have had
one or two 8mm style VCR tapes in it. This package was small
enough that I could palm it when I ran it over to the
alrcraft. I would not have been able to do that with four of
the RRS tapes. After I got the bag from CplnEEiBiEMBE@CI ran
it over to the aircraft. I ran up to the ECMO-1 side of the
aircraft where Capt _was. I reached up to hand the
bag to him. He reached down and took the bag from me. He
sald thanks, and I left the plane. The plane took off
shortly after thatlms-(?)(C)

NC'.f)(Was wearing blue coveralls at the time I retrieved the bag

NCI

NCI

and gave it to Capt

NEhtil this interview with Special Agents _

today, no one has asked me about what was in the bag I got

from CplN d gave to Capt _)before the
mishap flightne 7)(©)

s statement, consisting of this page and &2

other was typed for me by Special Agent as we
discussed its contents. I have read and understand the above
statement. I have been given the opportunity to make any
changes or corrections I desire to make and have placed my

initials over the es or corrections. This statement is
true and correcpo 7)(C)

A Aas Special Agent, U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.38 OF 04JANS3
Wi TIESS

pre 507 3 R
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF TELEPHONIC CONTACT WITHEIBGNEE )

oN 18MAY98, DOTTOR|[NCEBONOMCIN DISTRICT ATTORNEY, COURT
OF JUSTICE, TRENTO, ITALY, WAS TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED BY
REPORTING AGENT REGARDING THREE (3) ISSUES.

FIRST ISSUE: THAT MILITARY TRIAL COUNSELS IN THE UNITED STATES
WERE RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING THAT HE ALLOW NCIS AGENTS TO SECURE
THE CANOPY OF THE EA-6B PROWLER AT AVIANO AIR BASE WITH EVIDENCE
TAPE TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF ITS CONTENTS.

RESPONDED HE DID NOT THINK IT WAS NECESSARY SINCE THE PROWLER WAS
ALREADY UNDER 24 -HOUR CARARINIERI (PARA-MILITARY POLICE) PROTECTION
IN A SECURE HANGER AT AVIANO AIR BASE. [NCEIDGHOINCHEN AL.SO RELATED
THAT IN THE EVENT HE HAD TO GET INTO THE COCKPIT OF SUBJECT
PROWLER, FOR ANY REASON, HE DID NOT WANT TO BE HINDERED.

SECOND ISSUE: REPORTING AGENT ASKED [COOOIOMCN IF HE COULD
PROVIDE THE DATE IN WHICH THE CAMCORDER WAS REMOVED, AT HIS

REQUEST, BY THE CARABINIERI, FROM THE COCKPIT A-6B
'PROWLER IN QUESTION, AND TURNED OVER TO HIM M FOR
SAFEKEEPING AT THE TRENTO JUSTICE BUILDING VAULT, AS WELL AS THE
CAMCORDER’S CHAIN OF CUSTODY. DID ACKNOWLEDGE THE
CAMCORDER IN QUESTION WAS REMOVED FROM THE PROWLER'S COCKPIT BY THE
CARABINIERI, AT HIS REQUEST, AND TURNED OVER TO HIM; HOWEVER, HE
DECLINED TO PROVIDE THE CAMCORDER’S CHAIN OF CUSTODY OR THE DAY IT
WAS REMOVED THE PLANE'S COCKPIT. ACCORDING TO HE

WAS REFRAMING FROM RELEASING THIS INFORMATION BECAUSE HE DID NOT
WANT TO BE PART OF THE EVIDENTIARY CHAIN OF CUSTODY.

THIRD ISSUE: REPORTING AGENT RESPECTFULLY ASKED IF,
IN THE FUTURE, HE WOULD BE KIND ENOUGH TO APPRISE NCIS OF ANY
DECISIONS HE MAKES WHICH WOULD IMPACT SUBJECT INVESTIGATION, SUCH
AS THE REMOVAL OF THE CAMCORDER FROM THE DPROWLER’S COCKPIT.
REPORTING AGENT EXPLAINED To [NCEBENOMEE THAT IN THE CASE OF THE
CAMCORDER IN QUESTION, U.S. OFFICIALS AT AVIANO AIR BASE DID NOT
NOTIFY NCIS OF THE CAMCORDER'S REMOVAL FROM THE PROWLER'S COCKPIT.

AGENT’S NOTE: [JNCEOONOIICIN WAS VERY COURTEOUS DURING
THE TELEPHONE CONVERSATION, AND ADVISED NOT TO TAKE ANY OF
HIS DECLINATIONS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION PERSONAL ~NJEBIGIGE©)

Nﬂnssmn REPORTING AGENT THAT ONCE THE ROGATORY WAS
APPROVED HE WOULD ASSIST US ON ALL OUR INVESTIGATIVE
NEEDS.

REPORTING AGENT: [IENCOOIEIOMON

OFFICE: NCISRA SIGONELLA, ITALY

PAGE 1 OF 1 NCIS ﬁ)(U(C)
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS :

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: REVIEW OF TERPES RRS TAPE LOG

On 21May98, Reporting Agent (RA) and Participating Agent (PAGSBIGMGL)C)
— w at VMAQL2, MEAS Cherry Poimt
NC. 1s a Tactlcal Electronic Reconnaissance Processin

and Evaluation System (TERPES) analyst with VMAQ-2. i
allowed RA and PA to review the logbook which controls the issuance

and return of RRS tapes that are utilized by the EA6B aircraft in
the squadron. Enclosure (1) is a photocopy of the front of the
logbook. Enclosure (2) 1is a photocopy showing CaptaiNCI-7)(C)
signing out three RRS tapes. Enclosure (3) is a photocopy showing
the tapes were incorrectly logged back in the logbook.

ENCLOSURES:
{1). Photocopy of TERPES RRS Tape Log Book Cover/13Sep96
{2). Photocopy of entry where Qs )$1(@d for tapes/Q3Feb98

{3). Photocopy of entry showing tapes incorrectly signed in/O9Feb98

Participating Agent
ﬂ SA, NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
' SMC, VMAQ-2, MCAS Cherry Point, NC

REPORTED BY:

OFFICE: NCISFO Caroloinas, Camp Lejeune, NC
DATE TYPED: 22MAY98
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF HM1 [ NCSIONBCI

ay98, Reporting Agent (RA) interviewed HMI*
NCIW&@ the Marine Air Group (MAG) 14 Aid Station at MCAS Cherry
Point, NCwncElBEMBie a Hospital Corpsman who was assigned to VMAQ-2
while they were deployed to Aviano, Italy from Aug97 until Feb98.

ncSiBemBI s@1id he was in his hooch at Aviano which was located next to

edical hooch when he first learned of the aircraft mishap.
NCIW?)&id he went to the Medical hooch and heard over theﬂ
net that there was an in-flight emergency involving an EA6BNCI 7)(C)
said as part of his duties he responded to all of these type calls,
and he knew VMAQ-2 had the only EA6B’s at Aviano, so it had to be
one of their aircraft involved.

ncBBEMBlzaid he called the ready room and talked to Cape/EBIOMBID @ he
operations duty officer (0DO) ncEB@NONseid he spoke witneiSBIEME 30
confirmed it was a VMAQ-2 aircraft, b iid not know any of
the particulars.

NCI-7}§aid he heard the crew had landed safely, so he called the
ODO again and inquired who the crew consisted of. After learning
thi[x&:lh(ma)id he pulled the medical records for the three VMAQ-2
crewmen, and paged LTC pCthe VMAQ-2 flight surgeon, twice
attempting to make contact with himwcfiB@l@lseid he then headed for
the ready room.

oSOl seid the four crewmen were in the ready room when he arrived,

and Captaiwc was complaining of one of his heels hurting.
NCI 78@1d he was checking cm:lﬂnjcnst making sure he had good
clrculation a ological signs when LT Made it to the
ready room.Nmid he was also involved in attempting to
locate Capt medical records as he knew they would be
needed for the mishap procedures.

ncifiBeIBl3eid shortly after LEjSiBeM®@arrived he left to go get a blue
van to transport the crew to the 31lst Medical Group Clinic ~ciEiBIEHMEN7)C)
said he returned to the ready room where all four crewmen got in

the van along with him and LERJSBIOMOMpEend he drove them to tae
clinicmmim@id he was involved in preparing mishap packages

which included getting fluids drawn along with a great deal of
paperworkqu?said he stayed witiEiB@MBInben he initially went
to X-RAY, and Lfic )Jepok the other three to the lab.

NCI-7)§aid he had very limited conversation with crewmen, just

W to complete his tasks and fill out appropriate paperwork.
NCI ¥aid the only thing he remembered anyone saying about tie
mishap wai ini of them said something like, "It felt like a big

bump. " Nci aid he was unsure who said this, and indicated LT
} WARNING
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| TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

NI oL ing an officer himself was more involved in conversation
with the crewmen than he was ncfiBJOlBIfeid when he was around them
they all seemed pretty quiet and just seemed relieved to be alive.

NndSIB)ERBI %S 1 d they had basically completed everything they needed to
get done at the clinj n they were told by an Air Force MSGT
that by order of Ge¥ J@hey were to remain at the clinic and
were not to watch any televisionncfiBiem@lseid they just remained in
a waiting area and nobody said much of anything. This included the
four crewmen, Lm_(candﬁ salid the crewmen were
also talking to a female Air Force Psychiatrist for a time, but he
did not know what was being said. Eventually LtCoNC )&rrived

at the clinic and said he had some bad news for themNc eaid
€pld them they had apparently struck a cable, and a gondola

had fallen killing 15 peoplenci 7meld he thought it was Captain
who said something like, "I need to pray." i@l%d
d

they were eventually allowed to leave the clinic aftel

spoken with them.

7%aid by the time they returned to the squadron area it was
all over Italian television about the mishap.NC )y¢aid the
following day he picked up the four crewmen and took them back to
the medical clinic for complete physicalSNCI-7$1@id he never had
conversation with them or overheard anything specifically relating
to the mishap.

| BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
| EMPL T: H . 2DMAWMED, MCAS Cherry Point, NC

SSA
DOB

POB

REPORTED BY: M
OFFICE: arolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC

DATE TYPED: 28MAY98
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INQUIRIES REGARDING MISHAP CREW NAVCARD

28Mavy98, Reporting Agent (RA) contacted Major —
“) Operations Officer (OPSO) at VMAQ-3, MCAS Cherry Point,
NC. The purpose of this inquiry witrhmﬁmas to attempt to
identify the person who had prepared the Navigation Card (NAVCARD)
utilized by the mishap crew. A copy of the card is appended as
nclosure (1). This card was dated 01Apr97, and had a call sign of
“ which was a call sign known to be from VMAQ-3. RA
asked i1f the data utilized to make this NAVCARD was retrievable
from the Tactical Electronic Attack Mission System (TEAMS) computer
system of VMAQ-3. NC)(mdicated this data was no longer
retrievable as they had changed software twice since this card had
been made, and there was no data still availablencElBONONINdicated
a USMC Colonel (name could not be recalled) had asked about this
same thing shortly after the mishap, and at that time a search of
the system was made which determined the data was not retrievable.
Furthemlp-ad)vised that even if the data was retrievable, there
is nothing on the card or data input, such as initials, that would
identify who made the card. Further the command used a dgeneric
log-on password which could not be traced to a specific person.

RA asked!SiBOMBI IS he could check flight schedules around the date
of the NAVCARD and attempt to identify the air crew who had made
and utilized the card. A check of the £light schedule for 02Apr97
revealed a crew consisting of Ca taimﬁC)Major

CaptaimcElBIEMeN)@nd Captai \were scheduled for the AB 47
route (same as AV047) mishap route, enclosure (2) pertains.

Furthemc SiB@NON nyovided RA with enclosure (3) which confirms the
low level was flown as planned.

RA made contact with Captaimc[EiBJGMBN)Who was shown ‘a copy of the
NAVCARD N ©rid he did remember making this low level flight,

but was not positive who may hay NAVCARD.NCF)scaid he
was certain it was not Major %an}d said 1t was more
likely himself or the pilot, Captaim (Who made the card.
Upon further inspectionc ¥said he felt like it was likely
Capta i nEIBIEMBI@ @ ho madeﬁrd due to some on the hand written
notations on the card.nc )€aid he had been very involved. in
the TEAMS system as this was one of his collateral duties at one
time, and he confirmed there had been two software changes since

this card was made, and the information was no longer retrievable
from their TEAMS machine.

RA later made contact with CaptainN_C) CaptainN_(Was
shown a copy of the NAVCARD and confirmed he had made the NAVCARD.
gaid he recognized the hand writing on the card as being
®aid this was the only time he flew this route and he
Yy remembered briefing it at 1000 ft AGL with a planned

N
his.nN
specifica
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

airspeed of 420 knots.N_(@aid at the time he flew the route
it had been a long time since his last low level flight, therefor
is comfort level did not allow him to fly close to 1000 ft AGL.
(©aid he probably did not fly lower than 1200 £t AGL on this
mission. Ni(csaid it was definitely the best low level route
he had flown relating to the scenery, and it was apparent to him
that the route went through location with ski/recreational areas
throughout.

N

RA asked_(@pecifically where the figures came from regarding
altitudes that are located in the far right column of the NAVCARD.
nESIDEIBM ©aid he was unsure exactly where the figures came from or
what they really meant. N-(,@aid he made the NAVCARD while
referring to copies of copies of some Air Force documents.N
said he did plug all these figures into the NAVCARD program, but
did not really know what the altitudes had to do with.Nh(mas
asked what the Air Force documents were he was referring to, and
salid he did not know, but thought they were just some documents
that were in the squadron’s chart file while they were in Aviano.

©

N-Qaid he did not take anything regarding altitudes from the
NAVCARD as altitude restrictions.Ncﬁ(@aid the NAVCARD is just
used as a quick gouge for things like headings, lat-longs, fuel
consumption, etc.h@aid for actual altitude restrictions he
would refer to the flight chart which would have the altitude
restriction on it.

ENCLOSURES:

(1). Copy of NAVCARD utilized by mishap crew/01Apr37

(2). Copy of VMAQ-3 flight schedule for 02Apr97/02Apr37

(3). Copy of VMAQ-3 ODO master/corrected flight scheduie/undated

EMPLOYMENT: Capt, USMC, VMAQ-3, MCAS Cherry Point, NC

REPORTED BY:

OFFICE: NCISFQO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC
DATE TYPED: 29MAY98
WARNING
THiS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
001107 CONTENTS MAY 8E DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
PAGE 2 OF 2 HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TQ THE PARTY(S) CONCEANED WITHOUT SPECIFIC

AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE. .

e ——————————




Pages 1108 through 1110 redacted for the following reasons:

Enclosures (1 - 3) to Exhibit (189): Referred to United States Marine Corps
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I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Examination of EA6B Prowler

On 01 June, 1998, reporting agent and participating agents

conducted an examination of the mishap incident aircraft. This
aircraft, a USMC "Prowler" EA6B, was examined at the Hardened
Aircraft Shelter (HAS) #T-29, Aviano Air Base, Italy. This
examination was made subsequent to access to the HAS by two Italian
Carabinieri i and Auxiliary
Carabinieri ot ' i Base

Carabinieri Station. Carabinieri representative who
remained present during the examination including the following
day’s conclusion, as discussed below, further witnessed this
evolution. HAS T-29 was unsecured for this examination at 0927, 01
June 1998 by MSGT Jeffrey S. COLZANI, USAF, 31ST 0SS, Aviano Air
Base (DSN telephone number 632-7278).

For further identification, the Prowler examined bears tail number
163045 and the unit markings of VMAQ-2. It had readily apparent
damage to the front side of the starboard (right side) wing, the
far right pod, and the "football." Further examination, as
discussed below, identifies detailed damages.

During the course of this examination, two series of photographic
documentation were made and will be reported in an additional
investigative action (IA). Photographic coverage was made of the
aircraft, interior and exterior, and of all items recovered and
seized from the aircraft. Further, inside HAS T-29, was a secured
wooden crate reportedly containing items collected at the death
scene near Cavalese, Italy by Italian authorities. These items
reportedly were subsequently crated in this box by Italian
authorities after it had been inventoried and transported from a
prior hanger to T-29. On 01JUN98, the contents of the crate were
made available to US representatives (NCIS) for the first time.
Additionally, parts of the examination were videotaped and this
original tape has been secured in the NCIS evidence system.

EXHIBIT (|4§)
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The examination was comprised of an initial visual inspection of

the exterior of the aircraft. Next, the videotape was made, followed by still photography.
Individual damage areas were examined in detail, sketches made of same, still
photography re-shot with measurements, and items applicable to respective damage
areas were seized. Further, the interiors of the forward and aft canopies were examined
from outside the canopies. After the canopies were lifted, similar examinations were
made of these respective areas. As described in detail below, all items foreign to the
aircraft were identified, seized, and entered into the evidence custody system.

PHYSICAL SEARCH

Upon thorough review of the EA6B, eight places of damage were noted. Enclosure (1) is
a depiction of the EA6B identifying nomenclature for the aircraft, and is from the
NAVAIR manual 01-85ADC-3-2.1. Enclosure (2) contains three various views of a
drawing of the aircraft, and depicts these eight areas of damage as follows: Area of
damage (AOD1) #1 is identified as the external “slicing” of the starboard wing (there are
two “slices” on this wing and shall be referred to as “external” and “internal”); AOD2 is
the internal “slicing” of the wing; AOD3 is the “slicing off” of the starboard jamming pod
(hence forth referred to as the “pod”); AOD4 is the missing portion of one of the four
propeller (prop) blades from the front of the pod; AODS is the surface scratching of the
top exterior side of the pod; AOD6 is two small indentation marks on the front of the
starboard stabilizer (rear “wing” to a layman); AOD7 is the frontal “slashing” of the
tailfin/POD assembly (henceforth and commonly referred to as the “football’’), and;
AODS is the port side damage toward the aft end of the football, which essentially is a
hole in the football.

AODI1: This damage amounts to a “slicing” indentation of the starboard wing,
occurring at the front of the wing and intruding the wing in an inward manner. The AOD
is at the seam of the wing (and beyond) which is where the wing is capable of folding
upward (for storage, transportation purposes). Enclosures (3) and (4) are sketches of this
damage as viewed from above and below the damage, respectively. These sketches
include all applicable measurements (in inches), as do all sketches of other AOD’s that
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follow in this report. Facing the front of the damage, looking at the front of the wing
head on, the approximate angle of impact is 43 degrees from horizontal inclining to the
right (toward the fuselage). Noted in the open gap (damage area) were loose strands of
wire not connected to any part of the aircraft wing mechanism. Items seized from this
AOD will be reflected in the “EVIDENCE SEIZURE” section of this report, below.
Further, it should be noted that the sketches do not reflect individual “layers” of damage
occurring to the wing’s skin which are better identified in the photographic report from
this examination. This caveat applies to all areas of damage detailed in this report.

AOD2: This damage amounts to a similar “slicing” indentation of the starboard
wing, also occurring at the front of the wing and intruding the wing inward. This AOD is
located between the AOD1 and the fuselage, and occurs at the point at which the front
line of the wing becomes straight toward the wing tip. Enclosures (5) and (6) are
sketches of this damage as viewed from above and below the damage, respectively. The
angle of impact was measured and determined to be approximately 43.754 degrees from
horizontal, also inclining to the right. A physical search of this AOD resulted in the
collection of evidence, as will be reflected in the “EVIDENCE SEIZURE” section of this
report, below.

AOD3: This damage is on the starboard jamming pod. Under the starboard (right
hand) wing of the aircraft are two large items that hang down from their respective
mounting points of the underside of the wing. The item closest to the fuselage is a fuel
tank and is apparently undamaged. The item further out toward the wing tip, which is
called the starboard jamming pod, is the sight of damage. This “pod,” which exceeds 12
feet in length, has a fiberglass shell which covers the lower half of the pod, and when
standing alone has the appearance of a canoe. As viewed from the front, the lower shell
of the pod appears to be “sliced” off. The slicing angle matches that of AOD2, and was
photographed demonstrating the direct line damage between AOD2 and AOD3.
Enclosures (7) and (8) are sketches of this AOD reflecting starboard and port views of the
pod, respectively. Further, damage was observed on the rear of two ventilation ribs
located above the shell on the interior side of this pod, as depicted in enclosure (8).

AOD4: This damage occurs on one of the four propeller (prop) blades located at
the front of the pod identified in AOD3. Specifically, the lower right hand corner of the
blade (as seen from the fuselage looking outward, with the blade in the down (6 O’clock)

HIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVA A A ATIV] R &
ONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY (S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.

001113



U. S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

position) has a piece approximately 1.5” x 7/8” missing. Enclosure (9) is a sketch of this
AOD. The search of the aircraft did not produce this missing piece, which appears to
have been sheared off. Further noted was the front tip of the blade, corner “A” of
enclosure (9), which was slightly bent, unlike any other prop blade on the aircraft’s pods.

AQDS5: Also located on the pod identified in AOD3, is AODS. This damage is
described as a topical scraping on the upper half of the pod, located on the far right hand
side toward the front. The scraping is reflected in several layers and at its worst exposes

bare metal. No items of evidentiary value were obtained from this AOD. Enclosure (10)
is a sketch of this area.

AQDG6: The aircraft’s starboard stabilizer (the right rear “wing” to a layman) was
examined and determined to have slight damage to it. This damage is depicted in a
sketch, enclosure (11) pertains. Specifically, this damage is limited to two small nicks
(less then one square inch in total surface area) on the front of the stabilizer, and related
striations of the stabilizer’s painted surface just above each nick mark.

AQOD7: Between the starboard and port stabilizers, extending vertically upward, is
the EA6B’s tail fin. Atop the tail fin is the tail fin pod assembly (AOD?7), which was
significantly damaged. This item is commonly referred to as “the football.” Specifically,
AOD7 is a “slicing gash” to the front of the football and is apparent from views from
either side as well. From the front, the “slice” was measured at 36.027 degrees from the
horizontal line as extending upward to the right. Enclosures (12), (13), and (14) are
sketches of the football’s forward damage as viewed from the front, starboard profile, and
port profile, respectively. This “gash” exposes the inner mechanism of the football, and
allows easy visual observation of the interior damage, which includes smashed pieces of
metal and various electronic devices.

AODS: Further damage has been noted on the aft section of the football, port side,
as depicted in enclosure (15), a sketch of same. This damage amounts to a hole in the
skin at this location exposing the inner mechanism of the football. The internal devices
were noticeably damaged (smashed and broken loose). Further, significant portions of
the aircraft’s skin around the perimeter of this hole had paint and surface damage.

The cockpits, forward and aft, were physically searched and examined. It was
determined that no evidence of photographic equipment, or related instruments, was
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present at the onset of this search. Other items were identified and subsequently seized
however, as identified below in the “EVIDENCE SEIZURE” section of this report.
Enclosure (16) reflects diagrams of various parts of the forward cockpit relative to this
search, specifically, the radar altimeter (AGL, or Above Ground Level), it’s respective
location in the pilot’s instrumentation panel, and the seating arrangements. The radar
altimeter is identified in the enclosure as item “R” on the diagram. Enclosure (17) depicts
the instrumentation panel of the aft cockpit. No AGL radar altimeter is included in this
panel. It was further noted that the pilot’s seat is the port side (forward facing) seat of
the forward cockpit, while the ECMO 1 seat is located to the starboard side. In the aft
cockpit, the ECMO 2 seat is that on the starboard side and the ECMO 3 seat is that to the
port side, directly behind the pilot. Additionally, a search of all areas of the cockpits in
which a video-recording device could potentially have been mounted was conducted.
This search disclosed no apparent residue of adhesives or any evidence such a mounting
had occurred.

Further examination was conducted concerning area of view for the ECMO 1 relative to
the pilot’s instrumentation panel. Specifically, without adjusting the seats at all from
their positions as found when the cockpit was entered, RA and P
twlhmdlaldz)mspectively) each sat in the ECMO 1 seat and observed the Radar
Altimeter (identified in enclosure (1) as item ‘R’). The Radar Altimeter was adjusted
from the zero spot (approximately the 12 O’clock position) to the maximum spot
(approximately the 11 O’clock position), clockwise, and back again for each agent. Each
agent advised while seated he was able to clearly view the white gauge indicator from the
beginning (12 O’clock) to about the 2 O’clock position, and clearly again from about the
4 to 5 O’clock position to the maximum position. Corresponding altitudes for the 4 to 5
O’clock position was about 500 feet, with the gauge set for pressure as found when the
aircraft was initially entered. Further, even when not clearly visible in its entirety, the
white gauge indicator was to some degree constantly visible throughout this evolution.
For documentation purposes, this procedure was videotaped and is included on the
videotape identified as evidence item “N,” below.

EVIDENCE SEIZURE

During the examination, the following items of evidentiary value were seized from their
respective places aboard the incident aircraft, as described below. These items were

] [E PROPER [1 AVA A ERVICE
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secured and tagged in accordance with NCIS policies, and held in a temporary evidence
storage facility aboard Aviano Air Base until mailed via the U. S Postal Service to Camp
Lejeune, NC’s NCIS office at the direction of ASACJENBIGNGIE The below list includes:
the locations of the actual seizures; the corresponding item “letter” as reflected in the
NCIS evidence custody system; the time of day seized (local time), and; a description of
the item. All items were seized on 01 June 1998 unless specifically identified as 02 June
1998. It should also be noted that the photographic “IA” report of this examination
includes photographs of each of the items described below, with matching “identifier
letters.”

Forward cockpit: A: 1309: laminated card, approximately 3.5” x 6.5 marked
“PLAYBOYS AVIANO (LIPA) LOCAL PRESET 02/98.” This item is also marked
“NATO CONFIDENTIAL” but RA was previously told by NATO representatives during
this investigation that NATO had declassified this mission and it’s related items. Item A
was seized from the instrumentation panel between the forward cockpit’s seats.
Enclosure (18) is a copy of this card.

B: 1310: Blue canvas bag labeled “Royal Bag,” located between the ECMO 1 seat and
the forward windshield on the soft “dashboard” of the aircraft. The subsequent search of
the contents of this bag disclosed it included numerous flight manuals. Specifically, the
contents were five pilot handbooks, two maps, one flight crew checklist, and a canvas
penholder bearing markings of [ NGOG Enclosures (19),
(20) and (21) are copies of the fronts of some of these items. The maps were reviewed
and did not disclose data pertinent to the investigation, specifically, markings for
Cavalese, the ski area in question, or minimum AGL’s.

C: 1312: Gray and green flight gloves, one pair, size “11.” These gloves were discovered
in the hood (out of apparent sight) of the ECMO 1 monitor.

Aft cockpit: D: 1313: Duplicate copy of item A, also laminated, located between ECMO
2 and ECMO 3 seats. '

E: 1314: Black vinyl (leather look) bag containing two flight “load tapes” marked
“SECRET.” These tapes were further marked with serial number “6219” and
“CONTRACT N00019-82-C-0004" respectively. This bag was discovered in the center
stowage area between the two seats, just aft of Item D.

ROPER AVA A [TV} R !
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F: 1315: One black canvas bag from on top of the seat of ECMO 2. This bag was further
examined and found to contain four flight handbooks, one flight map, and assorted
papers, some of which refer to minimum AGL’s. Enclosures (22), (23), (24) and (25) are
copies of some of these items. Enclosure (22) reflects itemized procedure #4, which
refers to the minimum AGL of 1000 feet “over snow covered mountains”, and other “low
level procedures.”

Forward cockpit: G: 1327: one “RADAR ALTITUDE” gauge from the pilot’s
instrumentation panel (as identified as “R” in enclosure (16)). This gauge was removed

by RA and is marked with serial number “LLP5060* and “CONTRACT N00019-80-C-
0547.”

AQOD 1: H: 1409: seized from within the damaged area itself were the following items
which were separated into three different bags as follows. Bag 1/3 includes eleven
assorted pieces of the aircraft, damaged parts; Bag 2/3 includes seven individual strands
of very greasy metal cable, and; Bag 3/3 contains five strands of similar cable, less greasy
as that previously mentioned.

AOD 2: 1. 1437: seized from within the damaged area itself were the following items:
eight miscellaneous pieces of (apparent) aircraft wing. Note, one piece of wire was loose
on one end but cut from the wing by RA. The end, which was cut, was wrapped in tape
and can be identified by these means.

AQOD 3:J: 1501: seized from within the damaged area of the starboard pod itself, this is
three miscellaneous pieces of (apparently) the incident aircraft.

Starboard stabilizer: K: 1417 (is time actually seized, but was logged on the evidence
notes at 1542): one loose machine screw with Phillips style head, and one corresponding

metal piece, actually seized from position on top of stabilizer near base of tail fin. Was
located below AQOD 7.

AQD 7: L: 1555 (is time actually seized, but these items were previously noted during

physical search at 1434-1440): nine assorted pieces of (apparently) aircraft, as seen and
seized from within damaged area.

AOD 2: M: 1641: one short strand of metal cut from within damaged area by RA. This
strand looked like no other in this area of the wing, and the item could not be “pulled”
from the interior of the wing using pliers, thus it was cut. The inside end of the strand

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS W'HOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUTRE ACCESS
HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY (S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
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where it attached to the aircraft (apparently) was not visible at all. SSGTCESIBIONBIIE)
USMC, VMAQ-4 representative observing this examination was consulted.
NC )(C) ) . :
1s a member of the squadron’s Maintenance sectldmc-s@)ted he was
unfamiliar with the strand of wire and that it was not part of the wing mechanism to the
best of his knowledgec|ERBIOIMBN reserve the possibility that it could be part of the

wing’s safety system, and not an operation/electrical part. This was the last piece of
evidence seized from the mishap aircraft.

From Reporting agent: N: 1852: one 8 MM video tape brand “RAKS” and marked
“VIDEO 8” and “Video of EA6B mishap aircraft 01JUN98 KSR.” This tape is that made

by RA during the earlier phase of the examination and is approximately 15 to 20 minutes
in duration.

At 1734, the Prowler was re-secured at HAS T-29 by SSGTCEiDoRekae)] USMC
(VMAQ-4 Maintenance Personnel) and the physical examination of the aircraft
concluded. At the onset of the examination, a sealed wooden crate was noted on the floor

of the hangar adjacent to the aircraft. Participatin Agﬂﬂ-m@ been previously
advised by Italian Air Force COL ﬂAviano Base Commander, that the
items in this crate had been moved from the aircraft’s prior location aboard the base and
were crated in HAS T-29. The origin of these items was not known by examining agents.
NCIS ASAC_Naples Field Office, had requested the contents of this
crate be included in the examination and that items of an evidentiary nature be seized
accordingly. At 1827, 01 June 1998, the sealed wooden crate was loaded into RA’s
Government vehicle and subsequently transported from T-29 to the NCIS temporary
office at Building 1369, Aviano Air Base, Italy, where subsequent examinations were
made. Meanwhile, USMC personnel remained at T-29 with Carabinieri representatives

until the HAS, which still contained the mishap aircraft, was secured at approximately
1845.

The rest of the seizures occurred at Building 1369, Aviano Air Base, at the temporary
NCIS office. Chronologically, all items from within the crate were removed item by
item, documented initially with consecutive numbers, and processed. Investigative notes
reflect these items beginning with “O” and continuing through “Z” then recycling as
“AA” through “ZZ,” then AAA” to “YYY,” the last item. Processing including a review
of each item, photographing each item with it’s corresponding letter identifier, and
examining the item for evidentiary value. Following this processing, only specific items
were seized as such. These items, listed below with the continued alphabetic sequence,
will also reflect their “original” letter identifier in parenthesis which was the letter that
corresponds with their respective photographs.

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
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From wooden crate: O (FF): 2148: plastic piece marked “ser no 2341” and “TOP ASSY
409761-1.”

P (NN): 2158: one piece of metal marked “CONTRACT NOOQ19-abc-0125”. The
“abc” depicts the space of three letters that are not legible.

Q (RR): 2203: one electronic metal device marked “SER NO: SHY00217”

R (TT): 2205: one piece of metal bearing partial identifier “CONTRACT NOOO19-86(”
S (VV): 2208: one piece of metal bearing “SER NOQFB00055”.

T (XX): 2211: one green colored metal piece, unidentified.

U (YY): 2214: two miscellaneous pieces: one is a wire with an end connector and the
second is a metal fragment bearing serial number “NOQFB00022”.

V (ZZ): 2216: one unidentified metal black box marked “serial no. 606 and “MSM 6492
D”.

W (AAA): 2226: one piece of (apparent) aircraft skin with one wire strand loosely
attached.

X (BBB): 2228: one green conic shaped piece of metal, unidentified.

Y (QQQ): 2256: three itemized (apparent) aircraft pieces, respectively marked “ser no
458, “CONTRACT NOO383-83-G-3907,” and “SER NO 0820”.

Note: at approximately 2307, 01 June 1998, the effort was suspended for the night. As all
evidence was located within the NCIS temporary office, the office was secured in policy
with local NCIS procedures. Examination continued at 0800, 02 June 1998. At this time,
still photographs were taken of many of the items listed above. Following the
photographic session, seizure of evidence continued.

Z (XXX): 0923 (02 June 1998): one piece of (apparent) aircraft wing, marked “ASSY
128CS10912-28”.

[HIS DOCUMEN] HE PROPER OF THE NAVA RIMINA R g
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AA (YYY): 0927 (02 June 1998): one piece of (apparent) aircraft wing, marked
"AIRCRAFT MOD EA6B" and "ALA-0354-88".

At 1118, 02 June 1998, this crate was sealed in the presence of Carabinieri representative

and returned to his custody. It included all original items less those
identified above.

PARTICIPATING AGENTS
SPECIAL AGENT, NCISFO EUROPE

LLIGENCE OPERATIONS SPECIALIST, NCISFO
EUROPE

ENCLOSURES

1. NAVAIR MANUAL DIAGRAM OF EA6B “PROWLER”/01MAR9S6

2. OVERALL SKETCHES OF EA6B “PROWLER” DEPICTING
DAMAGES/UNDATED

SKETCH OF AREA OF DAMAGE (AOD) 1, TOP VIEW/UNDATED

SKETCH OF AOD1, BOTTOM VIEW/UNDATED

SKETCH OF AOD2, TOP VIEW/UNDATED

SKETCH OF AOD2, BOTTOM VIEW/UNDATED

SKETCH OF AOD3, EXTERIOR PROFILE/UNDATED

SKETCH OF AOD3, INTERIOR PROFILE/INDATED

SKETCH OF AOD4, SIDE VIEW/UNDATED

10. SKETCH OF AODS, EXTERIOR PROFILE/UNDATED

11. SKETCH OF AOD6, FRONTAL VIEW/UNDATED

12. SKETCH OF AOD7, FRONTAL VIEW/UNDATED

13. SKETCH OF AOD7, STARBOARD PROFILE/UNDATED

14. SKETCH OF AOD7, PORT PROFILE/UNDATED

15. SKETCH OF AODS8, PORT PROFILE/UNDATED

16. FOUR ASSORTED DIAGRAMS OF FORWARD COCKPIT ITEMS/UNDATED

17. DIAGRAM OF AFT COCKPIT INSTRUMENTATION PANEL/UNDATED

18. COPY OF EVIDENCE ITEM “A”/FEB98

19. COPY OF ONE PIECE OF EVIDENCE ITEM “B”/15JUL97

O 00N oL AW

WARNING
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20.
Zl.
22,
23.
24,
25,

COPY OF CHECK LIST, ONE PIECE OF EVIDENCE ITEM “B”/UNDATED
COPY OF FLIGHT INFO PUB, FROM EVIDENCE ITEM “B”/11SEP97
COPY OF LOW LEVEL PROCEDURES FROM ITEM “F”/UNDATED
COPY OF HANDWRITTEN NOTES FROM ITEM “F”/UNDATED

COPY OF NOTES FROM ITEM “F”/UNDATED

COPY OF REVERSE SIDE OF (24) FROM ITEM “F’/UNDATED

Reporting Agent: [RINGSOIONOMCN

Office: NCISFO Naples, Italy

—FOR-OFFICIALBSE-ONEY —
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NAVAIR 01-85ADC-3-2.1 020 00

Change 22 - 1 March 1996 Page 65/66

1. STABILIZER TIP CAP EFFECTIVITY

2. TAIL FIN POD ASSEMBLY

3. TAIL FIN LEADING EDGE A EA6B 158029 THROUGH 158031.
4. FUSELAGE AFT SECTION DORSAL INSTALLATION

5. FUSELAGE MIDSECTION SIDE SKIN FAIRING INSTALLATION A EA6B 158029 THROUGH 158651,
6. NOSE RADOME 159907 AND SUBSEQUENT.

7. ENGINE AIR INLET DUCT LEADING EDGE

8. AIR CONDITIONING A EAGB 158799 THROUGH 159587,
9. P.S. AND LOW BAND TRACKING JAMMER PODS LEADING EDGE

10. ALQ100 ANTENNA FAIRING

11. WING TIP

12. BAND 1 AND 2 ANTENNA FAIRING
13. AIR REFUELING PROBE FAIRING
14. WING PYLON (4) LEADING EDGE

(AT)D-2ADC3-11

ENCLOSURE ( t )
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PLAYBOYS AVIANO (LIPA) LOCAL PRESET  02/98,

CH 'AGENCY i § B B c f v |
i CLEARANCE 338.825 E )
2 GROUND 312650 1210 | &
3 TOWER 299.08 2513 14208 g‘.
[ DEPARTURE 386,675 1400 | ¢
[] PADOVA (B) 23518 3842 129375 i
6 PADOVA (W) 291.15 12590 | &
7 APPROACH 360.775 362.30 w21s | &
3 ARRIVAL 344.00 12330 | %
9 SFA 252525 140.42 g
10 GCA 375325 . ‘i}
11 GCA 379.425 b3
12 GCA 337825 %
1 MAGIC (205A) 493 31525 | 3133 .
14 COASTLINE (230A) 4940 | 268725 | 36245 -
15 BOOKSHELF (29A) 293.528 21 | 2413 | azmas | F
16 ABCCUAEW (37A) 338575 | 244450 | 372300 | 1386 i
17 | EWTHRTWARNGOA) | 26125 | 262675 | 383225 | 130228 | &
18 SOF"YANKEEOPS® | 260925 14025 ?
19 ATIS 290875 12930 | ¥
20 PLAYBOYBASE 267.500 ‘f
NATO ZAGREB 215915 125.775) | 132.1250) f:
COMMAND POST 376550 | 360.925 .
BASE OPS 3006 o
WEATHER-METRO 257.750 7
PUSH | ALPHA | BRAVO | CHARLIEA-A PURPOSE 1
31 3649 | 252450 CAOC C2LOS
109 294.7 CAOC CONTGNCY UNTEAS f;
200 | 254425 | 2701 AIRLAND INTER-PLANE v
01 | 141725 | 140950 AIRLAND INTER-PLANE ;
28 271525 | 2571 375250 SPEEDY COORD
29 | 342150 | 262875 300450 SONNY AAR CONTROL 3
51 | 2584 | 2996 IXAX AAR
232 | 315350 | 297.7% 29%X92X AAR .
233 2966 | 441 IAXN01X AAR ,
234 283.050 | 316350 21Y/4Y AAR :
235 2948 | 340650 29YM2Y AAR '
236 | 380550 | 2683 30X93X AAR :
237 2997 | 3359 31X94X AAR :
238 139.65 | 142725 TANKER .
PRC 112 FREQS PUSH A 268.650 PUSH B 278.350

ENCLOSURE ( ;% )
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ISRAEL - . \.i— ALL OTHER COUNTRIES AND OCEANIC FIRS (N
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i > 270 3 320 pis i O
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NOTE: Use IFR diogram for VFR flights in the United Kingdom
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B aaact. T g
- H

3. Belgium airspace, including upper airways is controlied from FL195-255. Upper Advisory Area (UDA) extends
from FL255-460. Upper air routes have advisory stotus only.

4. Denmark TACAN routes narmally are flawn at FL250 or obove; hawever, for refusling operations they may be
flown as low os FL200.

R o

1 3
%2 5. Norway TACAN routes normally are flown at F1200 or obove. }*
. |
" 6. France TACAN routes vertical limits are FL195-UNLTD, except TB3 which is FL240-UNLTD. Routes are available between -

) 0000-0700Z+ +, 1700-2400Z+ + Man, Tue, Wed ond Fri; 0000-1100Z+ +, 1700-2400Z+ + Thu. Available 24 hours Sat, ]
' Sun and holidays. Route TA6 between DU TACAN and LSA TACAN is avoilable 24 hours daily.
| 7. Netherlands TACAN routes ta be flown at or above FL210 (Eastbound), and at or obove FL200 (Westbound). e
v

)

¥ <

- | ENCLOSURE ( 2/ )

001142




(TT) TINSOTONA

PT COORDINATES ELEV DESCRIP CION/
© (NORTH) (EAST) NEAREST TOWN
b 4 4407.00 1122.85 \500°* ROAD BRIDGE °*T*/
FIRENZUOLA
Y 4340.20 1127.45 600° HWY INTERSECTION/
FIGLINE
Z 4305.25 1132.98 70s8°* ROAD-RR BRIDGE/
TORRENIERI
AA 4333.45 1231.20 500S°* MOUNTAIN PEAK/
PIOBBICO
BB 4325.50 1112.13 660" FACTORY/
POGGIBONSI
CC 4328.95 1143.80 660° ROAD INTERSECTION/
ARE220
DD 4307.00 1208.45 1014° ISLAND PEAK/
CASTIGLIONE DL LAGO
EE 4243.60 1228.65 800° ROAD-RP. BRIDGE/
TODI
FF 4316.45 1329.29 220° RIVER BRIDGE/
MACERATA
GG 4249.00 1212.60 2746° TWIN TWR8S8 ON PRAK/
FICULLE
gedeseyizrozoTIIOILILIICSISISISISIRILIEIOSIRILIOIOSISROSSISOS SR e
R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R E R E R E R R R R

LOW_LEVEL, PROCEDURES

Refnrence: Area Planning (AP/2) and Italian BOP ADD-25

1. When flying a low-level you must maintain
betwveen 500' and 2000' AGL. VFR flight between 2000°
AGL and FL200 requires maintaining VFR hemispheric
altitudes.

2. The minimum altitude over public beaches and
seaside resor:s is 1500' AGL. You must cross coast-
lines on a perpendicular heading. Legs paralleling the
coantline mus: flown at least 2NM off the coant (feet
wet or dry).

3. Avoi! towns depicted on 1:500M charts, built-
up areas, and industrial areas by 1km or 1500' AGL.

4. Mipi um altitude over snow covered mountainous
terrain is 1¢'0°' aGL.

5. Maxi 'um airspeed below FL360 over Italian
territory is .9 Mach. B8upersonic flight is permi“ted

beyond 12NM from the coast. .
6. Don't use AB below 2000' AGL except tor ‘mer-
gencies.

7. B8elect simulated targets away from inhab ted
ar~as. Only one attack per target permitted.
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Pages 1147 through 1167 redacted for the following reasons:

Enclosure (1) to Exhibit (202): Contact the Italian Police to obtain
Enclosure (1) to Exhibits (197 - 201): Contact County Court of Trento, Italy to obtain
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‘ STATEMENT PLACE: Aviano AFB, Italy

DATE: 08JUNS98

make

the following free and
whom I know to be an agent

voluntary statement to

of the United States Naval Criminal Investigative Service. I make
this statement of my own free will and without any threats made to
me or promises extended. T fully understand that this statement

is givii ioncerning my knowledge of the O03FEB98 EA-6B aircraft

miskar )(7)(C)
alng)s
ir amdgl (7)(C)

NC'S-‘i(?)(Ehe purpose of identification, I amna
weighing approximateNgs Q . ha

My social

I am currently assigned to the

eyes. I was born

security number 1is

USAF 31°° Operational Support Squadron at Aviano Air Base, Italy.
I am a USAF Air Traffic Control Craftsman and have been an air

traffic controller for approximately eleven years. I have been

assign o the USAF 31°° 0SS for approximately two years and six

mon@@(ﬁb)(?)(@

NC'S-’)W@@)E‘EB%, I was working in the Aviano Air Base Air Traffic
ontrel Tower when the EA-6B mishap craft returned to Aviano AB.

As previously recounted in my 13FEB98 statement made to Special
‘ Agents I described overhearing a conversation
between ajoxXc \&SAF, who was the Supervisor of Flight
[SOF]} (the officer 1in charge of flying operations at Aviano Ailr

Base) and an indiwvidual who identified himself as the pilot of the
mishap ailrcrmrdis )(7)(C)

NCIS ( BYTAG), agemﬂ:ls-(mxa)s played a cassette taped excerpt from the

STANCIL magnetic tower tape from O3FEB98 for me. 1 recognize the
recorded telephone conversation between the SOF and the pilot who
identified himself as Captnc§iBIOMBN7)(C} can positively identify Nth

CIS )(7)(C)

Page 1 of 2

 EXHIBIT (2bz
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06/08/98 MON 12:17 FAX 011 39 434 66 7839 31 CES/CEX Readiness AAB doos

- »

Date: June 8, 1998 Page 2

NC'S(.@%@ of SOF as that being MajonciENDNOMBED@SAF.  This is the

conversation that I was referring too in my previous statema@m(q

)(7)(C Co . ;
(s)( %tatement, consisting of this page and one other was typed
for me by Agent* as we discussed its contents. I
have read and understand the above statement. I have been given

the opportunity to make any changes or corrections I desire to
make and have placed my initials O\He changes or corrections.

NCIS

This statement i1s true and corrfefs (7)(©)

D900

at Time

Sworn to and subscribed before me this Aviano AFB,

Traly

I8

ntelligence Op€rations Specialist
U.S. Naval Criminal

Investigative Service

AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.3Bof 04JANS3
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STATEMENT PLACE: Aviano AFB, Italy
DATE: 08JUNO9S8

L, make the following free and voluntary
tatement to whom I know to be an agent of the
nited States Naval Criminal Investigative Service. I make this
tatement of my own free will and without any threats made to me
r promises extended. I fully understand that this statement 1is
iven concerning my knowledge of the O03FEB98 EA-6B aircraft
ishap.

)(©)

or the purpose of identification, I am I\@I-Uf@malelpl
eighing approximateNcs @eEnds . I haveci§BOMBN @1ir andti
yes. I was born onn cgn Walnut Creek, CA.
ecurity number 1is I am currently assigned to the
SAF 31°° Operational Support Squadron at Aviano Air Base, Italy.
I am a USAF Air Traffic Control Craftsman and have been an air
traffic controller for approximately nine years. I have been
assigned to the USAF 31°° 0SS since SEP97.

On 03FEB98, I was undergoing Local Control Training at the Aviano
Air Base Air Traffic Control Tower, under the supervision of SSGT
when the EA-6B mishap aircraft returned to Aviano
AB.

Today, agewms-(m@s played a cassette taped excerpt from the
STANCIL magnetic tower tape from O3FEBY98 for me. I recognize the
recorded telephone conversation between the Supervisor of Flying
OF) and the pilot who identified himself as Captncl oI can
ﬁ sitively identify voice of SOF as that being Majon Y@SAE .

This statement, consisting of this one page was typed for me by
H as we discussed its contents. I have read
understan the above statement. I have been given the

opportunity to make any changes or corrections I desire to make

and have placed my initials over_the changes or corrections. This
statement is true and correct.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 8t
Italy

330 ASswis

elligence Operations Specialist
U.S. Naval Criminal
Investigative Service
AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.3Bof 04JANO93

.20?)}
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: REVIEW OF ITALIAN AUTOPSY REPORT

On 08Jun98, NCISFO Carolinas received a number of items of evidence
from NCISFO Europe. Included among these items was a CD ROM disc
reportedly containing the Italian authorities autopsy report, and
photographs of the 20 victims. This item is assigned log number
369-98 in the NCISFO Carolinas evidence custody system.

On 09Jun98 Reporting Agent (RA) reviewed the CD on a computer
system at NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC (CLNC). The report
consisted of 270 pages of documents with autopsy photographs of the
victims interspersed in the report. All the written materials in
the report were written in the Italian language, and it appeared
the report was prepared by three Italian Medical Doctors who had
signed off on each page.

On 10Jun98, RA delivered the CD to 1t the Graphics
Section of TAVSC at CLNC. RA requestedy (cto print one
complete set of the 270 pages, make one additional color copy of
the 270 pages from the original prints, and make six additional
CD’s to be utilized by assigned Trial and Defense counsel in this
investigation., The CD was left in | [CEBENB@E) possession and was
controlled via an NCIS evidence custody document.

On 11Jun98 N_(c)ontacted RA and advised she had completed the
requested tasking. RA contacteddSibepo@end recovered the CD along
with the requested copies and copied CD’s. n{ElDIONB Yelated that
she had problems printing several of the pages, but was finally
able to get all of them to print except page number 200. Therefor
the report does not contain page number 200.

RA provided the color copies of the 270 pages along with the six
copied CD’s to Majorh Lead Trial Counsel, on 11Jun98.

Trial Counsel will distribute the CD’s to pertinent attorneys, and
also make efforts to have the entire report interpreted and
transcribed into english. RA maintained the original images to be
furnished to the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) for
review.

Participating Agent
ﬂ SA, NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC

REPORTED BY:

OFFICE: NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC
DATE TYPED: 12JUN98
WARNING
THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
OMGE 1 OF 1 HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY{S} CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC

AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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INTERVIEW/INTERROGATION LOG (Personal Data Sheet) DATE

{2 JUrLa &

Birthplace and Date

CFrL /[;’fq
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STATEMENT PLACE: Havelack. NC

DATE: _19JUN98

free and voluntary statement to

whom | know to be a Special Agents of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. | make this statement of my own free will and without any
threats made to me or promises extended. | fully understand that this statement

Wledge of memorandum prepared by [IENGEIBENB@ICEN

NC'S.ISQ(che purpose of identification, I am sclElBlONBNSENale .

and I was born on

NCIS Y writing this statement because the date cited in

the New York Times and other news media, as well as the date

of 128e597 which is on the memo from_to Major

Gene (megarding complacency in VMAQ squadrons 1is
incorrect. he "complacency" memo was not written in

-Seitember; it was written in February of this Yeﬁ&s-a)(q

Nets PRid to late February, afte a accident and
after the “ incident,ﬂlwas called into
work on a Saturday and Sunday, to help GeneraldSHBomBN @) th

some investigation. During those two days and in the week

after, he investigated issues surrounding the procedures
followed by the "Q" squadron ter much investigation and
many flight crew interviewsqlﬁmmote Generah]ch)(a)
memo describing his opinions and findings about those
procedures N s concerned as to whether this statement
was strong enough, or too strong. Since there was no
sensitive material in the memo, he asked me to proof it and

give him my impressions. I read it and remember that I

dubbed it the "complacency memo", because of the last line
that stated something like, "...this can all be summed up in

one word, complacengy
Slllllﬁxq
7)(C).

NCllt in a week of reading the memo, I was coaching the
Havelock High Tennis team and we had a Marine Captain who
offered to help with the team. I was introduced to him and
he replied that he had recently met_ Colonel
(select) ) I ask d he related that he had
just been interviewed bw c) In addition to other less
relevant comments, he went on to say that these kind of
interviews and the investigations were going to drive a lot
of good pilots out of the Corps and that he was having
serious doubts about "staying in". He also mentioned that he
had heard that "the Colonel" was "getting out“ and going to
fly commercially. This meeting although not important, gives
me a clear picture as to the original date of the memo. The
Colonels lis i i id-February, the sam

NCS‘IIImnm)
001198
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1 statement (Continved: || EEBEIORC
DATE: June 19, 1998 Page: 2

NCIS )(7)(C)
dayNCl-Wa)s iWCted by FEDEX to accept an offer of
employment anré neft to acceit the FEDEX offer for a

class date of March 4th. Sinoce 7emd I were undergoing
some serious career decisions at this time, I am very
cognizant as to the timing of this memo. It was definitely
written around the time of the pilot interviews, as a result,
I know that the "complacency" memo had to have been written

in mid to late February of 1a,g.§-)(7)(c)

NC'S-’@QS statement, consistipg o other was
typed for me by Special Agent after I had
provided a copy of the statement via electronic mail. I have

read and understand the above statement. I have been given
the opportunity to make any changes or corrections I desire
to make and have placed my initials over the changes or
corrections. This statement is true and co

‘ate Time

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th day of June, 1998 at Havelock, NC.

Special Agents, U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.38B OF 04JAN93
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: PRINTS DEVELOPED FROM STILL CAMERA EXPOSURES

On 10Jun98, Reporting Agent obtained the original negatives out of
the NCISFO Carolinas evidence custody system. These negatives were
item "C" on evidence custody document 371-98, and included 30 total
exposures in a cellophane envelope divided into seven negative
strips. These negatives reportedly were developed from film that
was found in the 35 mm camera which was located in the mishap
aircraft.

The negatives were signed over to the custody of the TAVSC photo
lab at Camp Lejeune, NC to have prints of the negatives prepared.
Six complete print sets of the 30 exposures were prepared by TAVSC
in the 5 X 8 inch format. Additionally six each of exposures 28,
29, and 30 were prepared in the 8 X 10 inch format. Exposures 1
thru 27 depict miscellaneous photographs of aircraft in flight,
coastline shots, trans-atlantic refueling operations, etc.
Exposure 28 is a blurry photograph of what appears to be a city or
village that may have been taken at low altitude. Exposures 29 and
30 are photographs of mountain scenery presumably in the Italian
Alps.

Exposure 28 may be significant in that it appears to be from low
altitude and was one of the last photographs on the roll of film.
Therefor it may be a low level photograph taken during the mishap
flight. Enclosures (1) thru (18) depict the photographs obtained
from the negatives. Multiple copies of the photos were provided to
trial counsel to furnish to defense teams of the accused persons in
this investigation. The negatives are now back in the custody of
the NCISFO evidence custodian.

ENCLOSURES:

(1). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
(2). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
(3). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
(4). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
(5). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
{6). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
(7). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
(8). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
(9). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
(10). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
{11). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
(12). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
{13). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
{14). Two of Thirty exposures/undated
(15). Two of Thirty exposures/undated

WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY{S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
001200 AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

(16). Exposure Twenty-eight of Thirty/undated
(17). Exposure Twenty-nine of Thirty/undated
(18). Exposure Thirty of Thirty/undated

Participating Agent
ﬂSA, NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC

REPORTED BY:

OFFICE: NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC
DATE TYPED: 11JUN98

WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
001201 AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFJLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: TRANSCRIPTION OF TAPED TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

On 11Jun98, reporting agent made a duplication of an audio cassette
tape held in the NCISFO Carolinas evidence custody system under log
#368-98 (A). The audio cassette tape held in evidence depicts a
portion of recordings made by the Air Traffic Control Tower at
Aviano Air Force Base, Aviano, Italy, on 03Feb98. The recorded
material on the tape depicts specific contact between the Air
Traffic Control Tower and the aircrew aboard the USMC EA6B Prowler
which was involved 1in the mishap £flight. In addition,
miscellaneous conversations between the Air Traffic Control Tower
and other individuals, which occurred during the time frame
surrounding the mishap flight, are also depicted on the recording.
Sides (A) and (B) of a 90 minute audio cassette tape were utilized
for the duplication of the tape held in evidence.

The audio cassette tape held in evidence, as well as the
duplication tape made by reporting agent, contain a short telephone
conversation between MAJ [NEEIBENE@E USAF and CAPT
USMC, the pilot of the EA6B aircraft involved in the mishap flight.
MMl_ma)s the Safety of Flight (SOF) Officer in the Air Traffic
Control Tower on 03Feb98. Their conversation occurs approximately
9 minutes and 30 seconds into side (B) of the duplication tape made

by reporting agent. During this conversation, CAPTcIBBIERON)C)
acknowledges that he was the pilot of the mishap aircraft, and that
he had hit a "tower cable that went to a gondola." Enclosure (1)
is a typewritten transcript =which depicts the telephone
conversation between Mzumimnd CA_)(C)
ENCLOSURE
(1) ribed Telephone Conversation Between MMI_?&@d CAPT
NC W3FEB98...(0rig)

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE: NCISFO CAROLINAS
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TRANSCRIBED TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN MALEIBGNON)©
AND CAPTEBENBIN3FEB9S

The telephone conversation transcribed below occurrs
approximately 9 minutes and 30 seconds into side B of the Control
Tower tape:

TELEPHONE RINGS

TELEPHONE ANSWERED

LCpl \EEMENO@E) "02 Flight Equipment...LCpl -

Mar BB ¢ Yeah . . .Mas SBOMBINere. I have some guestions on
your EA6B that just landed...I’m up at the SOF
Tower right now, I’m currently the SOF. Is your
Top 3 around, or your supervisor, or whoever’s in
charge right now?"

LCpl EEHENBEE) "You probably wouldn’t want to call down to
Maintenance Control."

MANJSI-)(C)“Maintenance Control...ah, ah..whoever the pilot
is...that’s in charge...or the aircrew...or
whoever’s in charge..."

LCpl -) "Okay, uh, who’s this again?"
MASBBOIOE ©  This is the SOF."

Lcpl [EEBEIBEE "Okay- . .uh, CaptaiEIIGNON©

(IN THE BACKGROUND, CAPT ASHBY ANSWERS) "Yeah."

LCpl-) "Somebody from the tower is calling about the
aircraft or something."”

(BACKGROUND NOISE IS HEARD)
CAPYCEIBIENEI) (c)' Capt a inciSIBIOMBIE C)
MAT SBEIBI ")) Yes sir, hey it’s Major_ up at the

tower, the SOF right now..."

CAP&CI-)(CT' Yes sir."

MAZEIBENBE) )" - - - There’s some questions here about, uh, the
EA6B...did they talk to you guys inbound...at
allz?"

CAPT "Did...did who talk to us?"

NCI 7)(C)
MAJ . "Your EA6B...Am I talking to the right squadron
here?"
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CAPT

CAPT
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"Yes you are."

"Okay, uh...the one that just landed, took the
cable, that had structural damage?"

"Correct."

"Did he talk to you inbound? I’m trying to £ill
out my report here...I need to know..."

"I, uh, I’m the pilot..."
"Oh you are the pilot."
[1] Yes R 1]

"Oh, okay, Good...Hey uh...wh...uh, I need to
fill out some stuff..."®

“M’hm..."

"Where were you guys and what do you think you
hit there."

"Uh we think we hit a, uh...um...a...gosh...ah, a
tower cable..."

)(C)

"...A tower cable...?"

"...that went to a gondola."

" okay R "

“That’s what we, we think we hit...because I saw
a gondola, and then...I looked in front of me
and saw wires and then I maneuvered and we, uh,
hit the, hit the wires...and I think we hit the
tower wires but I’m not sure because I didn’t
see a tower, so..."

"Do you have the..."

"But just the way the wings are, and the cuts are
through it..."

“Yeah."
"They’re at an angle..."

"Yeah, cause it hit your, what, right wing and
then your vertical stab?"

"Right...that’s the only thing I can think of."

PAes 2 or d



MAJ "Yeah...do know about the weight and the speed
that you took the cable?"
CAPT "Uh... the weight we said, uh 40K..."
MAJ Il4ok? "
CAPT "...and, uh, we probably took the cable at 150
knots."
NCI )(C)
MAJ "150 Knots."
CAPT "Yeah, we rolled into it, we probably, the
approach was a little bit closer to 170."
MAJ “Okay. Do you have the approximate coordinates
of where that cable was?"
CAPT "Um, yeah, hold one sec..."
CAPTI TABPEARS TO BE CALLING FOR CAPT
IN THE ROOM, AND TALKING WITH OTHERS IN
THE ROOM AWAY FROM THE TELEPHONE)

_. ..0h did he?...Ahh, Where were we
going, did he, where’d he say we were going,
towards Charliez?..."

(OTHER VOICES IN BACKGROUND ARE HEARD)

"...Yeah."

(caneSBEIBINON TALKING TO MACBION S THE
TELEPHONE)

"Are you familiar with the uh, Zero-, uh, what is
it, -Four-Seven?"

MAJ "Uh, not really, but I can fig, I’ll figure it

out. Zero-Four-Seven, that’s some low level
route?"

CAPT "Yes, we were on our way to the uh, target

run...
)c)' Okay."
CAPT “...and that’s when we uh, we hit it. I, we can
get a better coordinate if, uh, my navigator was

navigating, so he can probably give you a better
one if he can, we can give you a call back."

"Okay, yeah, give me a call at the SOF tower when
you get that."
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"Okay, if we forget, cause I’m sure we’re gonna
get drilled really hard...so uh..."

"Okay."
"...if you could call back and remind us..."
"Sure will."
"...a lot of stuff on my mind right now."
"I understand."
XQ”Okay?“
"Who are you again?"
"What’s that?"
"You’re Captain..."

"Okay, thanks a lot."

"Right, bye."
(CONVERSATION BETWEEN MAZ{EIGNBIAND CARCSBIONS BIDS )
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: REVIEW OF 8MM VIDEO TAPE

On 16Jun98, reporting agent and participating agent N-C)
contacted the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation (NCSBI)
for audio-visual related assistance. Contact was made with
Criminal Specialist and Special Agent

at the NCSBI Audio-Visual Laboratory (A/V Lab) in Garner, NC. NCIS
requested that examine an 8mm video tape to
determine if it showed evidence of having been recorded on, and
then taped over in an attempt to remove the previously recorded
images. The Sony Hi-8 MP120 brand 8mm tape examined by NCSBI was
inside the Cannon ES2000 brand 8mm video camcorder when it was
seized from the front cockpit of the EA6B Prowler involved in the
gondola cable mishap near Cavalese, Italy on 03Feb98. The Sony 8mm
tape and the Cannon 8mm camcorder are logged into the NCISFO
Carolinas evidence custody system under log numbers 371-98 (H) and
371-98 (F), respectively.

Upon initial inspection of the tapeuc-)(r)elated the red tab
near the corner of the tape was in the "Save" position, vice the
"Record". According t@h(Cthe tab would have been manually
set in that position.

NC_)gElaced the 8mm tape into a Cannon brand Cannonvision LX-200
Hi-8 recorder/player which was attached to a Sony brand monitor.
The tape was played completely through, depicting "snow" on the
monitor throughout the entire tape. No audio was heard while the
tape was played through. — opined there had been

no previously recorded images on that tape.

For comparison purposesm_)(z)emoved a similar 8mm video tape
from a new package and played it on the same Cannonvision/Sony
monitor system described above. Again, this process resulted in
"snow" being depicted on the monitor throughout the entire tape.

Using that same new 8mm tape, as w entioned
Cannonvision recorder and Sony monitor, recorded
30 seconds of tape with the lens cap on. e Cape was rewound and

then played. During the 30 seconds of recorded tape (with the lens
cover on), the monitor depicted a "black" screen. Once the tape
played past the 30 seco ime, the monitor depicted
"snow" on the screen. again indicated their
opinions that the 8mm tape recovered from the cockpit of the mishap
Prowler had not been recorded on at any time.

Criminal Specialist, NCSBI, Garner, NC
ial Agent, NCSBI, Garner, NC
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

PARTICIPATING AGENT
SA, NCISFO Carolinas

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE: NCISFO CAROLINAS
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

‘ TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

‘ INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: ATTEMPTED REVIEW OF FLIGHT DATA RECORDER AND COPY

On 01Jul98, Reporting Agent (RA) and Participating Agent (PA)

met with Major _) trial counsel, at his
MCAS Cherry Point, NC office. RA and PA had item "E" off evidence
custody document 366-98, which was a black vinyl bag containing two
Recorder Reproducer Set (RRS) tapes, one of which was marked as a
"R" record tape and the other marked as a "L" load tape.
Additionally RA and PA possessed a copy of item "A" off evidence
custody document 429-98, which was an 8mm tape reportedly
containing flight data down loaded from the RRS tape taken from the
aircraft.

Majoxci{iBeMBIitad made arrangements with personnel at VMAQ-3 to
attempt to review the RRS tape marked "R" and the 8mm tape. With
the asgistance of Captainhat VMAQ-3 these efforts were
madencis J@actempted to read and copy the information from the RRS
tape to another blank 8mm tape on a TEAMS machine at the squadron.
These efforts were not productive as the machine continuously
indicated there were read errors on the tape. This was done for
i 1.5 hours to no avail. During this time CpacSKBNOIBIED©
Wof the TERPES section at VMAQ-3 accompanied by Major
NCI ¥ttempted to review the 8mm tape on a TERPES machine. Cpl
NGEIBEMBI@ was only able to read one data point on the tape, but this
reading indicated additional items of data were available on the
tape other than lat/longs and altitude. These other data included

things such as pitch and roll of the aircraft at that particular
data point.

It was later determined to take the RRS tape and 8mm tape to
experts in California to review and verify the data which they
contained.

Participating Agent
SA, NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE: NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC
DATE TYPED: 14JUL98
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL

PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: REVIEW OF RRS TAPE AND 8MM COPY OF FLIGHT DATA

On 09Jul9sg, ReportimMith Major _) Trial
Counsel, met with Mr of the Naval Air Warfare
Center, Weapons Division. More specifically at the EA6B Software
Support Activity wher )3 a program manager. In Reporting
Agents (RA) possession was item "E" off NCISFO Carolinas Evidence
Custody Document (ECD) 366-98, which was a black vinyl bag
containing two Recorder Reproducer Set (RRS) tapes. One of the RRS
tapes was marked as an "R" record tape, and the other was marked as
an "L" load tape. Additionally RA possessed a copy of item "A" off
ECD 429-98, which was an 8mm tape reportedly containing data down
loaded from the RRS tape taken from the mishap aircraft.nc/EiBIONON)C)
explained that the RRS tapes work on a 4 track reel to reel system
with a 1/4" tape. There are 144 records per track and each record
contains 4096 bytes or 2048 words.

Mrrc-(e)long with several of his subordinates went through a
number of steps to attempt to read the information they contained.
This was all witnessed by RA and are as follows:

Step 1

Attempted to read RRS tape serial number 6219 marked as an "R"
record tape on electronic work station (EWS) 82/89. This showed
only one record which was a "32 word tape header", a printout of
this header is appended as enclosure (1).ncENBJOMBNNsaid when an RRS
tape in initialized it is erased, and the lst record on the tape is
written as a 32 word header which identifies the tape as a record
tape.

Step 2
Retried step 1 on EWS 89A and got same results with just one
record, the 32 word tape header present.

Step 3 :
Tried a Point Mugu RRS tape on EWS 89A and it read it fully. This
was done to eliminate EWS 89A as a hardware problem.

Step 4
Tried a Point Mugu RRS tape on EWS 82/89 and it read it fully.
This was also done to eliminate EWS 82/89 as a hardware problem.

Step 5

Copied RRS tape serial number 6332 marked as an "L" load tape onto
EWS 82/89 to a VAX computer file. The tape held a great deal of
data, but none of it appeared to be anything specifically relating
to the mishap flight route AV047. The navigational turn points
reviewed were well out of the general area of the mishap in Italy,
and appeared to be lat/longs in the Deliberate Guard AOR.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

Step 6

Trigd reading RRS tape serial number 6219 on TEAMS system. Again
the system  only read one record which was the 32 word tape header.
The system was allowed to cycle through attempting to read
additional information through 56 records and continually showed
read errors. Enclosure (2), a print screen function of the TEAMS
system, documents the read errors and shows that record one, the 32
word header did read properly. Enclosure (3) is the a binary
printout of the 32 word header, which shows most of the data on
this record is zeros to account for the 4096 bytes or 2048 words
which are found on all records NCEKBONON®as able to read the binary
code and confirm this was the same as the 32 word header printout
information.

Step 7
Copied 8mm tape which was a working copy of Item "A" from ECD
number 429-98 onto an archive file on the VAX computer. This file
was dated 03Jun98, the date the RRS tape containing the mishap
flight data was copied, and was named "Gondola". There were 36
records recovered from the tape. Comparison of the data on the
tape to the data originally recovered from the RRS tape by Mr
h:f PRB Associates in Aviano, Italy, shortly after
e mishap, confirmed the data was the same regarding lat/longs,
headings, and altitudes. Mus[B@MB@ho was also present at this

time, indicated he too had been able to read 36 records from the
RRS tape while in Aviano.

Step 8

Attempted to removed tape from RRS record tape serial number 6219,
and place into another RRS case to eliminate possibility there may
have been a hardware problem in the case itself, making reading of
anything other than the 32 word header impossible. Mmcﬁ)(q
disassembled the cassette and removed the tape. Several attempts
to place the tape in other cassettes were made.\C )experienced
problems in getting the tape to properly feed back on the windup
reel, and a decision not to proceed further was made, fearing the
possibility of destroying whatever evidence the tape may have held.
The process ofc woprking with the RRS cassette was video taped
to document the procedure since the RRS tape was in the NCIS
evidence system, and the tape is part of the case file.

Although efforts to eliminate hardware problems in the RRS cassette
itself were not possibl wpined it was functioning properly
and the RRS record tape serlal number 6219 had been initialized
meaning all was functioning properly, and the only data present was
the 32 word header. The was dated 980129, several days
before the mishap flight Nﬂ)@nd his personnel, having all the
data from the 8mm tape are processing it, and will later provide
all the data available to RA and Trial Counsel as part of this
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
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CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF MaKIBIBIBI 7)<

On 10Jul98, reporting agent interviewed Maj *USMC,
regarding the EA6B prowler aircraft mishap which occurred on
03Feb98, near Cavalese, Italy. Mag{DOBBINas a Special Assistant
to the JAGMAN Board which initially investigated the mishap.
Reporting agent discussed several topics with MadEiBJGlBI "t clarify

his conclusions on those specific topics, based on the information
he learned as a Special Assistant to the Board.

MaJOIONBl was asked about the hand-held video camera found inside
the front cockpit of the mishap aircraft. He was asked if it would
have been an unsafe practice for a front seater to handle and/or
use that camera while the plane was in flight. Mag§BENBInoted he ]
and the Board felt the crew had not used video camera during the
flight. He added if the plane was at a high altitude, or if it
were still on the ground, handling/using the video camera in the
front seat should not be a problem. However, Mai ElBIONBN©elated
handling or looking through the viewfinder of a hand-held video
camera would not be a good idea for a front seater in an aircraft
flying at 1000’ AGL, g01ng too fast and flying off of the pre-
planned route. .

Reporting agent asked Ma«_t,ls-(?)ic:i the Board’s conclusions about
the "character" of the flight, which are located in paragraph #1397
on page 66 of the JAGMAN Board’s Investigation Report amounted to
"flathatting." Maglﬁmt)ated the Board firmly concluded that on
two legs of the flight, the plane was flown below 1000’ AGL, and
that they were flying too fast, according to regulations. He added
that the plane’s mission data record tape, which gives a "flavor"
of the flight, indicated the plane was flown aggressively on the
same two legs of the flight. He said it would be hard for him to
swear that the crew was flathatting on those legs; however, he
noted he also could noi say that "the Bogrd found no evidence of

flathatting." Mawy! telated he would not describe what the
crew was doing with the plane on .tha ight as "polishing their
skills" either. . According to Magu 7(cptatements from the
Italian eyewitnesses indicated to hm the crew was probably

flying the plane low, below 1000’ AGL,. and he. noted everyone in
MAG-14 knew they were not to fly below 1000 AGL. -

Ma JBIONBL idvised that he and Capt [NEEEONBMO) USMC  compiled the
data points used, by the Board to determine the conduct of the
mishap flight. He ‘explained the data points were not used to
create an exact reconstruction of the flight; rather, they were
used in order for the Board members to get at "flavor" of the
flight so they could report that 'to the convening authorlty Maj
zl,\(n;ilc ead most of the input regardJ.ng the data
points, and S)SJ.sted him in plottJ.ng the points. He recalled

NCI
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they cons1dered the terrain, eyew1tness information, AWACS data and
the mission data information in order to plot the data points they
used in the Board’s report, If a point was hard to plot due to the
terrain on the maps, he yosed either the previous point or
the next point in the data. Mag mlescribed the INS system on
the mishap plane as "pretty tight" because the last data point fell
right on the location of the gondola cable. He advised the AWACS
data points they used were consistent with the mission data points
they had, and the two different points were "roughly in the same
ball park". Mag 7indicated he amd 7interpolated on some
questionable points, but when that occurred, they gave the crew the
benefit of the doubt and erred on the higher side rather than the
lower side. He said he was 99 percent sure they used every data
point available to them on the last leg of the flight, most of the
points on the second leg of the flight and every few data points on
several of the other legs of the flight.

Magc §iBIONBI eiterated he andEE@NBNxnew when they documented the
data poilnts that they were not trying to prove a case in court;
rather, they were simply trying to determine the "flavor" of the
conduct of the mishap flight. He was unsure whether or not the
data record tape was capable of recording pitch and roll data. He
believed Maj MEISENHEIMER would be the expert in that field.

Reporting agent asked Maj\lc-)ﬂgf the Board concluded that
whenever CaptcBlBONON)ELlew below 1000’/ AGL, he was immediately
correcting back to 1000’ AGL. MayEBElBIstated the Board did not
come to that conclusion. '

MarBBONOldd not believe the crew was ever lost on their flight.
He indicated they got off course a bit, but he did not think they
were disoriented. He noted the Board determined the crew missed
the corridor they should have taken, but then took the next one.

When asked about the "Negative 2G Bunt Theory", Ma¥! ®as
unsure of who initially came up with it, but he recalled Capti 7)(C)

talking about it. He explained the Board discussed it because they
tried to put themselves in the cockpit and tried to think what the
mishap crew did on the flight. He recalled the Board discussed the
theory that, if the -2G bunt occurred just before impact, then the
gondola cable hit the wing and the tail of the plane and saved it
from crashing j the ground. Despite the discussion of the bunt
theory, Maw! 7netated there is no way to determine when the
plane hit -2G during the flight. He noted G Meters have taken
"spikes" upon landing hard, such as flap, no slat landing
the crew made after the mishap. Ma@IM]ﬂndicated there is a G
Meter in front cockpit of the plane, which indicated the -2G spike.
He related there is a second G Meter in the Prowler which he did
not think had been checked after the flight. He advised that G
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Met i ocated in either the nose or the rear end of the plane.
Mag )@mated he did not know if the Prowler is capable of
achieving a -2G spike by purposely nosing over during flight.

Reporting agent asked Mar?pl-m) describe the use of the Top
Scene/Power Scene system by the Board members. Malgl_7de)scr1bed

the system as being like a video game. He noted it had a 2
dimensional, black and white screen, and it was set up for USAF F-
16 training. He stated it was not a "flight simulator". He

advised the person "flying" it sat at a desk and looked at a
screen. He related there was no RADALT, like in a Prowler, and he
believed it had a HUD display on the screen. Mag{iBleMB)krdded the
speed started at 420 knots and only got faster. The driver had no
control over the speed of the flight on the system.

Maq SBENBI xacalled that he, Capti mod Col _ flew
the system a couple of times. He 1ndicated all of these flights
occurred before the Board had any data points from the mission data
record tape. He noted they used maps to determine where the mishap
occurred and had to create a line across the valley on the screen
in order to represent the gondola cable. According to Mayc )(©)
the first portion of the route flown by the Board members on the
system began in a different valley than where the mishap occurred.
The route then joined the correct valley just before impact with
the cable. : ,

Malel!)noecalled USAF personnel made one videotape recording
which contained a couple of passes down the valley flown by Col
Mad SiBEeN aad Capm:C_)(C)He noted the videotape
captured just the last minute or two of their flights, roughly from
the high terrain after Trento to the mishap site.

Manp! ¥®ated after using the system and seeing the video tape
of the different passes down the valley, he believed there was the
possibility that there could be some illusion while flying the last
portion of the valley. However, he stated this was not a definite
conclusion reached by the Board. -He stated the Board could not
include any information about the possibility of an illusion in the
report because there were no hard facts to: show that was what
happened to the mishap crew. Magl-mdw.sed the' Top Scene/Power
Scene system was not used to prove anything, and the Board based
all of the information in their report on available facts.

Meg §iBJEMB}Enrther advised that a 3 dimensional view of the valley,
such as that which the crew would have seen, would be different

than what appeared on- the Top Scene/Power Scene videotape. In
addition, he opined if the mishap crew reacted to an illusion while
flying at 1000’ AGL, they would have been less, 1i o drop to
370’ AGL than if they were flying at 509’ ‘AGL. Mas iedicated
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evidence, and made copies for the chart file and the report.

Malﬁtl-?)aprovided no additional information pertinent to this
investigation during this interview.
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF COLEIDIGNOD )

On 10Jul98, reporting agent interviewed Col— UsMC,

regarding the EA6B Prowler aircraft mishap which occurred on
03Feb98, near Cavalese, Italy. COl\li(W&S a member of the
JAGMAN Board which initially investigaw? mishap. Reporting
agent discussed several topics with CoN @®n order to clarify
his recollection of the Board’s position on those specific topics.

Reporting agent asked CoNEEDEMB@Mcvhat determinations the Board
made on the issue of a hand-held video camera being found in the
front cockpit of the mishap plane. More specifically, ~Co]f_(®
was asked if the Board considered it a violation of any safety
issues to have a hand-held video in the front cockpit of the
plane on a low level flight. CoN (@dvised the Board did not )
make a determination on whether or not it was a violation to have

a hand-held video camera in the front cockpit of the plane. He

noted it is neither uncommon nor inherently unsafe for Prowler

crews to have cameras in the cockpit because they are used for
intelligence gathering. He indicated if the camera had been used

by one of the aircrew during the flight, it would have taken away

from that crew members’ total situational awareness while he was

using the camera. However, ColN-cnoted the Board had no
information to indicate the camera had been handled or used by any

of the aircrew during the mishap flight.

@was asked about the Board’s conclusions regarding the
"characte e mishap flight. Specifically, reporting agent
asked Cod Adf the verbiage in the Board’s conclusion #1397,
located on page 66 of the Board’s Investigation Report, amounted to
“flathatting". ColNﬂ(C)noted the term flathatting is an
1nflammatory term. He stated he’ would not characterize the crew’s
action on the mlshap flight as flathatting, based on his knowledge
of how that term is defined. He lndlceted the "intent" to flathat
would need to be present in order to describe their actions as
flathatting, and he explained the Board could not determine the
crew’s "intent" for their actions during the mishap flight.

Coln

t

ColN“@stated it 1is clear 'the. crew was . negligent. He
explalne e crew should have, been flying at a’ hJ.gher altitude,
and that they were flying too fast. and ‘above' the restricted
airspeed for that flight. Coﬂl_e)dvmed the Board never made
the determination as whether the crew was criminally negligent. He
added he thought the crew was traJ.nJ.ng hard, but that they were
training in the wrong area for what they did durlng that flight.

Reporting agent asked CoLI-QJf the Board believed the mishap

M "pollshlng their skills" during the mishap flight. Col
N ®tated it would be hard to say: that the crew was "polishing
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their skills" during the mishap flight. He indicated from what he

observed as'a Board member, it would be more appropriate to say

that the crew was preparing for certain training requirements they

would have to fulfill upon their return to the United States. Col
@oted a 1000’ AGL Low Level training flight in the Italian

Alps is not an inherently dangerous or challenging flight. He

described it as a good starting point for the crew to "get back in

the saddle" as far as their low level training was concerned.

ColN-O)las asked if the Board determined that CaptﬂC-)(C)
whenever he flew below 1000’ AGL, appeared to have been immediately
correcting back to 1000’ AGL. Comh(atated it is inaccurate
to say that the Board made that conclusion because the Board never
made that determination. ColJElBJOMOIM Gndicated that based on Capt
(@tatement to them, the Board believed he was trying to keep
the plane at a safe altitude. ColfEBEEBM@coted the Board gave
Capt SiBElBI e benefit of the doubt on this issue because they did
not have enough information to determine that he intended to do
otherwise. Based on the available information, ie. the Mission
Data tape, the AWACS data and the Italian witness statements, Col

stated the Board believ knew what CapcEBENBNMAd on
that flight. Specifically, Collﬂ(@tated the Board determined
Caprtl fdew well above 1000’ AGL when going cross-compartment,
and in the valleys he flew below 1000’ AGL when he could.

Reporting agent asked ColMIBIBOMOMMAE he could describe the "Bunt
Theory". ColfSlDloNOI @dvised the term "Bunt" is not a NATOPS term.
Rather, he noted it was a term used to describe what CaptERBIGIBNAG)
in the plane just prior to impacting the cables. Cohm
not sure who first came up with the term, "bunt". Coln (©)
advised the Board determined the plane had a nose low/right wing up
attitude when it hit the cables. He stated that determination was
based upon the size of the cables, how they were strung across the
valley and how they married up with the size the damage and the
location of the damage to the plane. Col\lﬂ(@lso indicated
one supposition by the Board was that the wires acted as a "fish
hook" for the plane, pulling the plane back to a nose high attitude

upon impact. Col n\gEIDEMB@ cstated that theory was strictly
supposition by the Board members.

Coln (was asked if the mishap crew should have been using
visual cues i their flight in addition to monitoring the
RADALT. Col\lﬂ(@dvised the crew should have been using visual
cues as a means of maintaining situational awareness during the
flight, as well as checking their instruments. He added, the
proficiency of the crew members on low level flights has an impact
when considering their use of visual cues to maintain situational
awareness. ColN @xplained aircrews who are proficient in
low level flights have better "eyeball calibration" and are more
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familiar with the use of visual cues as a means of maintaining
situational awareness. He noted the opposite is true for aircrews
who are not proficient in low level flights, as was the case with
the mishap crew because none of them had flown a low level for
several months.

Reporting agent asked Co MEBIDONB@$f the Board determined that the
mishap crew was lost at any time during the flight. ColN @)
advised the Board determined the plane was temporarily outside the
boundaries of their route in the Trento area; however, it appeared
they were correcting back to the proper course.

CoLI_(CWas asked about the data points used by the Board to
det i information about the character of the mishap flight.
Col ®tated he was not sure exactly whj ta points were
used or why they were used. He indicated Ma«fp’l‘ﬁ od Capk[SBeRoN) )
were the two Board members who compiled that information.

Reporting agent asked Col to describe the Board’s
examination of the information gleaned form the use of the To
Scene/Power Scene video. Comh(b)elieved Col

and Mag were the Board members who "flew" the Top Scene/Power
Scene flight. He noted they flew it prior to the Board having any
of the data points from the mishap plane’s mission data record
tape. He indicated they just flew what they believed was the route
flown by the mishap crew.

Co NEBBENB@ recalled Col Hand Md\?l-ﬂb‘rought a
video tape recording back from their flights on Top Scene/Power

Scene. He stated he viewed the tape and got the impression that
there was a visual illusion present when the plane flew from a
narrow valley into a wider valley. He described the illusion as
feeling that "you were higher than you actually were." Co MESIBIENBI@ <)
stated he always thought that’s what happened to the aircrew, but
he added that is why they should ‘have relied on their instruments
to keep them within the proper parameters. CoMEIBIOMONA Gtated he
did not know if the impression he got by watching the video was
articulated by anyone else on the Board. He was not sure if MajGen
DELONG got that impression because MajG (®as not
present when ColMiewed the tape. Cohwtated he
was not sure if the mishap crew saw the same l1llusion when they
flew the route.

Co NEEBIENBI@lcadded the illusion theory was pure speculation, and
that is why it was not addressed in the JAGMAN Investigation
Report. He explained further that there was no RADALT like what’s
inside a Prowler rather, there was an altitude readout on
the soreen. Coh%(cstated that was another reason the Top

Scene/Power Scene video was not in the report. He advised the
FIET | o
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information resulting from watching that video was possibly
misleading due to the difference between the Top Scene/Power Scene
system and’ an actual flight. He added the Board’s job was to
report facts, and the video was not considered a fact because it
showed how Col flew the route, not how Capt
NCI fdew it. Coln (dpelieved the only value the Board
derived from the video was to gain some situational awareness of
the flight and route.

Reporting agent asked Co bout the accordion folder, or
t file, the Board recovered form the VMAQ-2 Ready Room. Col
Nﬁ(ﬁdid not believe this file had been confiscated by the
Accldent Mishap personnel prior to the arrival of the JAGMAN Board.
He believed Col SO BREENEEE visitcd VMAO-2 the day
after the JAGMAN Board’s arrival and Mm@ﬂught the chart )
file back from VMAQ-2 at that time. CoN (cdescribed the
significance of the chart file to the Board. He noted part of the
BOARD’s charter was to determine if the crew had all of the
information they needed in order to safely fly the route. He
indicated the chart file was produced on a previous deployment, and
the Board determined the mishap crew di the necessary
information, but they didn’t know it. ColN dndicated the
information on the kneeboard card from TEAMS looked like a planning
factor, so the Board could not say it was a restriction. He
explained if the appropriate publications that define low level
flights were reviewed, the crew should have know the 2000’ AGL
altitude on the kneeboard cards was a restriction. However, the
Board concluded the crew was not looking for the restrictions when
they planned the flight.

ColN_(C)was asked if he knew whether or not the mishap
aircraft’s mission data recorder was capable of recording pitch and
roll information during the flight. CoMISBGNB@®as not sure, but
he believed it possibly could have. He explained the mission data
tape recorded airspeed, altitude, latitude and longitude. He noted
it makes a recording every certain number of seconds during the
flight, or whenever there is a change in any of the four categories
mentioned above. Col \CEDEMB@I2dded, more data points were
available from the data tape when the plane was in the valley
because of the way it was flying.

Co_Cprovided no additional information pertinent to this
investigation during this interview.
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o 2210198, MAsoR [P GTBEM A XINE AIRCRAFT
GROUP-31 GROUND SUPPLY OFFICER, 2™ MARINE AIRCRA

R ESCORTED REPORTING AGENT AND MAJO
COUNSEL, LEGAL SERVICE SUPPORT CENTER, 2"° FORCE
SERVICE SUPPORT GROUP, CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C.) TO THE 31st SECURITY FORCE SQUADRON
(SFS) OFFICE, AVIANO AIR BASE, ITALY, TO SIGN OUT THE KEY TO HANGER T29 (TOWER
LOOP), WHICH WAS THE LOCATION WHERE THE MARINE EA-6B PROWLER (BUREAU#
163045) IN QUESTION WAS STORED AS EVIDENCE.

AT 1533 HOURS, UPON ARRIVING AT HANGER T29, THE SERIALIZED SEAL (SERIAL# N-
651506), WHICH SECURED THE AMMUNITION CAN CONTAINING THE KEY (AMERICAN
KEY# 25786) TO HANGER T29 WAS BROKEN OPEN BY SSGTSIBIGIGI "))
USAKEEIBIEGIBIE©PERATIONS SECTION, 31ST SECURITY FORCE

VIANO AIR TALY), IN THE PRESENCE OF REPORTING AGENT, MAJOR
MAO (BEFORE SWRQKE OPEN THE THREE (3)
SERIALIZED SEALS (TOP SEAL: 62790852; MIDDL -62790853; AND THE BOTTOM

SEAL: 62790854), THEY WERE INSPECTED BY REPORTING AGENT AND MAJO
ALL THE SERIALIZED SEALS, AS WELL AS THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE
SERVICE (NCIS) EVIDENCE TAPE SEALS, INITIAKER [BJEHE® D 98, WERE
UNDISTURBED. AFTER REMOVING THE SERIALIZED SEALS, SS PENED THE
PADLOCK (AMERICAN LOCK USA) AND TURNED OVER THE KEY TO REPORTING AGENT.

THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL ENTERED HANGER T29:

1. REPORTING AGENT

2.

3.

4.

5. G-4. HQ, MARFOREUR, BOBLINGEN, GE
6. NAVAL AVIATION DEPOT (NADEP), JACKSONVILLE, FL.

7. ADEP, JACKSONVILLE,

8. MR EP, JACKSONVILLE, F

9. MR. EP, JACKSONVILLE, FL. (

10.
11
12.
13
14.

NADEP, JACKSONVILLE,
EP, JACKSONVILLE, FL.

(8]ST SFS, AVIANO AB, ITALY
USAF, 31ST OPERATIONS SUPPORT SQUADRON, AVIANO
AB, IT

AL
15. MSGT _USAF, 31ST TRANS SQUADRON, AVIANO AB, ITALY

16. SRA USAF, 31ST TRANS SQUADRON, AVIANO AB, ITALY
17. AMN USAF, 31ST TRANS SQUADRON, AVIANO AB, ITALY

18. Al USAF, 31ST TRANS SQUADRON, AVIANO AB, ITALY
REPORTING AGENT INSPECTED ALL NCIS EVIDENCE TAPE SEALS ON SUBJECT EA-6B

PROWLER, WHICH SECURED BOTH COCKPITS, LEFT AND RIGHT AVIANICS BAYS, AND THE

—FOR OFFIETAL-HSE-ONLY-
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REAR DROP-DOWN DOOR. ALL EVIDENCE TAPE SEALS, WHICH WERE DATED 17JUL98 AND
INITIARED (B8 WERE UNDISTURBED.

AFTER THE NADEP TEAM ASSESSED THE DAMAGE TO THE EA-6B PROWLER IN QUESTION,
AND STAGED AN ENGINE STAND AND TWO (2) PALLETS OF TOOLS (NEEDED TO BREAK
DOWN SUBJECT AIRCRAFT), HANGER T29 WAS SECURED AT 1633 HRS BY REPORTING
AGENT. THIS WAS DONE BY LOCKING THE HANGER’S SIDE HATCH WITH THE SAME
“AMERICAN LOCK USA” PADLOCK AND PLACING THREE (3) INITIALED AND DATED NCIS
EVIDENCE TAPE SEALS ON THE DOOR. THE AFORE LOCK AND NCIS
EVIDENCE TAPE SEALS WERE INSPECTED BY MAJOWO ENSURE THE
HANGER WAS PROPERLY SECURED PRIOR TO TURNING OVER THE PADLOCK KEY IN
QUESTION TO CENTRAL SECURITY CONTROL/BUILDING# 1170, VICTOR LOOP, AVIANO AIR
BASE, ITALY.

REPORTING AGENT:
OFFICE: NCISRA SIGONELLA, ITALY
DATE TYPED: 27JUL98

PAGE 02 LAST NcCIS (ib)(?)(C)
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: SEIZURE OF EVIDENCE FROM EA-6B PROWLER, BUREAU# 163045
AT 0858 HRS, ON 23JUL98, REPORTING AGENT REPORTED TO THE CENTRAL SECURITY

CONTROL (CSC) OFFICE (BLDG#1170), VICTOR LOOP, AVIANO AIR BASE _ITALY, AND
SIGNED OUT THE KEY TO HANGER T29, TOWER LOOP, FROM SSGT

)

NISHBYEINBIED, C)'S A (PRESENT WITH REPORTING AGENT WERE MAJQRJIBIEIE (7))
USMGSEIBEIBIEKERIAL COUNSEL, LEGAL SERVICE SUPPORT
CENTEII< 2" FORCE SERVICE SUPPORT GROUP, CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C.), AND CAPN&TS/EIEN®)(7)(C)

, US CNAVY LEGAL SERVICES OFFICE, NAVY SUPPORT
ACTIVITY, NAPLES, ITALY). HANGER T29 WAS THE LOCATION WHERE THE MARINE EA-6B
PROWLER (BUREAU# 163045) IN QUESTION WAS STORED AS EVIDENCE.

REPORTING AGENT AND MAJORICISIBIGIMBNARARRIVED AT HANGER T29 AT 1043 HRS. THE
PADLOCK (AMERICAN LOCK USA), AS WELL AS THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE
SERVICE (NCIS) EVIDENCE TAPE SEALS (TOTAL OF THREE), WHICH HAD BEEN DATED
(22JUL98) AND INITIAGERJ@IBY)REPORTING AGENT THE PREVIOUS D

INTACT. AT 1044 HRS, REPORTING AGENT, MAJOR;_(;APIMND
THE PERSONNEL LISTED HEREINBELOW ENTERED HANGER T29:

MR. AVAL AVIATION DEPOT (NADEP), JACKSONVILLE, FL.
MR. NADEP, JACKSONVILLE, FL.
m.ﬂp, JACKSONVILLE, FL.

AlC , USAK (¢JSUAL INFORMATION, 3157

COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON, 31°" FIGHTER WING, AVIANO AIR BASE, ITALY

* X F R R

IMMEDIATLELY UPON ENTERING HANGER T29, REPORTING AGENT INSPECTED ALL NCIS
EVIDENCE TAPE SEALS ON SUBJECT EA-6B PROWLER, WHICH SECURED BOTH COCKPITS,
LEFT AND RIGHT AVIANICS BAYS, AND THE REAR DROP-DOWN DOOR. ALL EVIDENCE

TAPE SEALS, WHICH WERE DATED 17JUL98 AND INITIAKER [l WERE UNDISTURBED.

THE FOLLOWING FIVE (5) COMPONENTS WERE REMOVED FROM SUBJECT EA-6B
PROWLER BY Mkh(NADEP), AND TURNED OVER TO REPORTING AGENT
FOR EVIDENTIARY PURPOSES. THE REMOVAL OF THESE ITEMS WAS RECORDED, BY
VIDEO CAMCORDER, BY A NGISHBIGINBIE 8)/PRA

1. AT 1107 HRS, MR SIBGIBIORSNED THE “RIGHT AVIONICS BAY” AND REMOVED THE
“IMU-ASN 130 GYRO” (SERIAL# NNM 372; PART NUMBER 879010-2) AT 1108 HRS. THE
“IMU-ASN 130 GYRO” IS PART OF THE INERTIAL NAVIGATION SYSTEM. ACCORDING
TO MR SHRENNEN XY ISUAL INSPECTION OF MOUNTS HOLDING THE “IMU-ASN 130
GYRO” DISCLOSED ALL APPEARED TO BE INTACT, AND THAT NO FOREIGN OBJECTS
WERE NOTED. THE REMOVAL AND INSPECTION OF THE “IMU-ASN 130 GYRO” AND
THE MOUNTS WAS COMPLETED AT 1117 HRS.

2. AT 1119 HRS, THE FRONT COCKPIT WAS OPENED BY NADEP PERSONNEL, AND THE
“CDI CONTROL DISPLAY INDICATOR” (SERIAL# MTY002; ID-2311/A) WAS INSPECTED
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‘ BY Mz EBIEHIBI £CCORDING TO MRENBIGMBI’XTOMPLETE VISUAL INSPECTION OF
THE COMPARTMENT IN WHICH THE “CDI CONTROL DISPLAY INDICATOR” CAME OUT
OF WAS INTACT. MOREOVER, T WIRING IN WHICH SUBJECT UNIT CAME
OUT OF WAS ALSO INTACT. MR! AICS0 NOTED A CRIMP TYPE SPLICE VICE AN
ENVIRONMENTAL SPLICE ON ONE OF THE WIRES AND COMMENTED THAT THE CRIMP
TYPE SPLICE WAS THE “OLD WAY OF DOING THINGS,” AND WAS NOT ACCORDING TO
CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS.

o MR NCEENEHCNNNNNNN NADEP, JACKSONVILLE, FL., ENTERED
THE T29 HANGER SPACES AT 1130 HRS.

3. AT 1145 HRS, MREIBIGIBIREYVOVED THE BOLTS AND OPENED THE “AFT EQUIPMENT
BAY” TO REMOVE THE “AIR NAVIGATIONAL COMPUTER” (SERIAL# JZJ001; PART#
4020221-902). THE “AIR NAVIGATIONAL COMPUTER” WAS REMOVED CIRCA 1203 HRS.
A VISUAL INSPECTION OF INSIDE THE “AFT EQUIPMENT BAY,” BY MR [EBJGIBN) ()
DISCLOSED NO DISCREPENCIES.

e AT 1217 HRS, REPORTING AGENT SECURED HANGER T29 WITH THE “AMERICAN LOCK
USA” PADLOCK AND TWO (2) NCIS EVIDENCE TAPE SEALS TO BREAK FOR THE NOON
MEAL. THIS WAS DONE PRIMARILY BECAUSE THE USAF WAS CONDUCTING AN
EXERCISE BTWN 1245 HRS AND 1330 HRS, WHICH REQUIRED THE HANGER DOORS TO
BE SECURED. BOTH, THE PADLOCK AND THE NCIS EVIDENCE TAPE SEALS, WHICH
WERE INITIALED AND DATED BY REPORTING AGENT, WERE DOUBLE CHECKED BY

MAJOR [EEBIEREETE

e AT 1352 HRS, REPORTING AGENT RE-OPENED THE T29 HANGER SIDE HATCH. BOTH
NCIS EVIDENCE TAPE SEALS, AS WELL AS THE “AMERICAN LOCK USA” PADLOCK
WERE INTACT. THIS WAS ALSO CONFIRMED BY MAJO

4. CIRCA 1417 HRS, MR SIBIGHBIRENO “AIR DATA COMPUTER CPU-140/A”
(SERIAL# 1796; PART# 50-055-03). MR REPORTED NOTHING UNUSUAL DURING
THE REMOVAL OF THE “AIR DATA COMPUTER CPU-140/A,” NOR WITH ITS
CONNECTIONS GOING FROM THE AIRCRAFT mx AND FROM THE RACK TO
THE “AIR DATA COMPUTER CPU-140/A.” NIR! O RELATED THE AIRCRAFT
WIRING WAS INTACT.

5. AT 1428 HRS, MB TTIATED THE EXTRACTION OF THE “AYK-14 COMPUTER”
(SERIAL# RKF00067; PART# 13213591-02” FROM THE “AFT EQUIPMENT BAY.” SUBJECT
UNIT WAS EXTRACTED AT 1435 HRS. A VISUAL INSPECTION OF THE UNIT, BY MR.
7IISCLOSED “MINOR , NORMAL DAMAGE ON CASING SUCH AS SCRATCHES,
KNICKS, WHICH DOES NOT AFFECT THE INSIDE COMPONENT.” MR.
(AIBO REPORTED NO SIGN OF PHYSICAL DAMAGE TO THE OUTSIDE OF THE
UNIT ITSELF.

¢ AT 1446 HRS, SUBJECT EA-6B PROWLER WAS RELEASED BY MAJOR|CEIBIGIBIIIO
THE NADEP TEAM LEADER, MR. THOMAS P. O’'HAGAN.

e ALSO, AT 1446 HRS, THE ABOVE-MENTIONED COMPONENTS WERE SEIZED BY
REPORTING AGENT AND ENTERED INTO THE NCIS EVIDENCE CUSTODY SYSTEM.

‘ PAGE 02 OF 03 NCIS (ﬁ(b)ﬁ)(c)
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

. ENCLOSURES

(1) PHOTOSTAT OF NCIS EVIDENCE CUSTODY DOCUMENT
(2)_LTR/CUSTODY OF EA-6B Q-2 MISHAP AIRCRAFT, AVIANO, ITALYMAJOR
3JUL98

E/\ & ld Jrey (02)
MZoTne

REPORTING AGENT:
OFFICE: NCISRA SIGONELLA, ITALY
DATE TYPED: 27JULS8

‘ PAGE3 LAST nNcis ﬁ)(?)(C)
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