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CROSS REFERENCE SHEET

(Insert this behind the cover sheet)

The dossier 1SAPR98002300367HMS on MARFORLANT NORFOLK,

(Case Control Number (CCN) (Subject Name/Title)

ENCLOSURE (1)  contains the following additional material on

8mm VIDEO TAPE

(Subject of the additional material)

that has been retained in its original format and stored separately as specified below:

TYPE LOCATION NUMBER
(To be completed by Code 11C13)

Grand Jury

X — Rays

Video Tapes LWNRC
Audio Tapes

PhOtographs (images of photographs
are contained in the electronic dossier,
actual photographs(s) from hard copy
dossier is/are filed separately.)

Polygraph Material

Source Envelope

Other

(Description)
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CROSS REFERENCE SHEET
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Grand Jury
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INQSTIGATIVE SERVICE ’

20 NOV 2003
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE
From: NCISHQ, Code 23B1

Subj: NCIS Case File/S | INCIEIIONORMCIN C APT USMC
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS/C

Ref: (A) NCIS 1998 DossiclNCEIDIONOIIE

1. At the request of Code 23B, Code 27D ordered reference (A) from the Federal Records
Center, Suitland, MD. Code 27D held an OPEN chit for the dossier on their shelves and
Code 23B requested it be removed from the shelf. Dossier _(Was sent to Code
27D for storage on 16Dec99. Also, the NCIS DCII entries for this investigation all reflected
OPEN. Code 23B updated the NCIS DCII entries to reflect the retention code of K vice O
(open). Code 23B received ten (10) boxes of documents for the-w(ase from the
field. On November 20, 2003 the contents of the boxes were compared against the
documents maintained in dossier ()

2. The following items are missing from ﬂrtﬂ-ﬁ(lrex
22NOV99 ISR - Exhibit 12: missing 7 out of the 18 photos (in File IV)

22NOV99 ISR - Exhibit 13: Enclosure 23 - Brochure of Meltina, and Enclosure 32 - Map
Survey Route (in File IV)

11AUG99 ISR - Exhibit 70: Enclosure 5 - Navigational Map (in File III)
1TAUG 99 ISR - Exhibit 86: Enclosure 2 — Diskette (in File III)

11AUG 99 ISR - Exhibit 227: Enclosure 23 - Brochure of Meltina, and Enclosure 32 -
Map Survey Route (in File II)

11AUG 99 ISR - Exhibit 217: Enclosure 2 — Ltr/Custody of EA-6B Q-2 Mishap Aircraft,
Aviano, Italy/MajofiSONOMBI@23) ULIS (in File II)

11AUG 99 ISR - Exhibit 196: Enclosure 2 — Working Copy of Downloaded Flight Data
Recorder/03JUN98 (in Classified Control System at CALE) (in File II)

20JAN99 ALS — Exhibit 1: Denver Post Article/16Jul98 (in File 1)

21APR98 ALS - Exhibit 2: NCISRA New Orleans Completed Case File/Various...(Orig.
CALE) (in File I)

WARNING

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
000005 AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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335339 16:28 19991201 IN:TZ #42688 OUT:0023-7H #9775
RETRANSMIT OF (23HQ’S 0SQ 80 DATED 07:32 12/02/99 .
MSQ 335339)

U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (CLOSED) 01DECSS

NTROL : AP -0023-0036-7HMS/C

COMMAND/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/20100

MADE AT/002381/NCIsHO NCSIOGNOMEN SPECTAL AGENT

REFERENCE
(A) CALE ISR/11AUGY99
(R) EUNA ISR/22NOV99

CASE SUMMARY

1. Investigation was conducted to provide specific phase
investigative assistance to Command in support of military
justice processes related to the alleged misconduct of the

four, above-named crew members of a U.S. Marine EA6B Prowler
over Cavalese, Italy on 03FEB98 which resulted in the deaths of
twenty people. References (A) and (B) provide details of that
investigative assistance. Subsequent to completion of
adjudication in the case of the crew members, this investigation
is closed.

DISTRIBUTION
NCISHQ: 0023
INFO: EUNA/CALE

/////CORRECTED COPY/////

—FOROFFICIAL—GSE—ONIY
PAGE 1 LASTiS[BOI® ()C)

WARNING

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
000007 HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.




335340 16:29 19991201 IN:T2 #42689 OUT:0023-7H #9776
RETRANSMIT OF (23HQ’S 0SQ 81 DATED 07:33 12/02/99 ‘
MSQ 335340)

U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

ACTION/LEAD SHEET (CHANGE) 01DEC99

DEATH (I) CONTROL: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

COMMAND /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/20100
MADE AT/0023B1/NCISHQ /INCEBGNOMEN SPECIAL AGENT

REFERENCE
(A) CALE ISR/11AUG99
(B) EUNA ALS/22N0OV99
(C) 0023 ALS(OPEN) /15APR99

CASE SUMMARY

1. Reference (A) summarizes NCIS specific phase investigative
assistance provided Command in support of military justice
processes related to the alleged misconduct of the above-named
crew of a U.S. Marine EA6B Prowler over Cavalese, Italy on
03FEB98 resulting in the deaths of twenty people. Reference (B)
provides additional coverage not specifically identified under
Ref (A).

2. Reference (C) did not set forth a specific lead for which an
ALS (RUC) would be necessary, the document type represented by
Ref (B) would more appropriately be identified as an
Investigative Summary Report (Pending).

ACTION
A.DIST...Change document type of Ref (B) to read INVESTIGATIVE
SUMMARY REPORT (PENDING) .

DISTRIBUTION
NCISHQ: 0023
ACTION: 0023/EUNA/CALE

—EOR—OFFCIA LTSS ONTEA
PAGE 1 LASEs|BIeHE) 7))

WARNING

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
000008 HERETO CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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'335340 16:28 19991201 IN:T2 #42689 OUT:CIS #64025

ACTION/LEAD SHEET (CHANGE) 01DEC99

DEATH (I) CONTROL: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

COMMAND/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/20100

MADE AT/0023B1/NCISHQ OGN SPECIAL AGENT

REFERENCE

(A) CALE ISR/11AUGY99

(B) EUNA ALS/22NOV99

(C) 0023 ALS(OPEN) /15APR99

CASE SUMMARY

1. Reference (A) summarizes NCIS specific phase investigative
assistance provided Command in support of military justice
processes related to the alleged misconduct of the above-named
crew of a U.S. Marine EA6B Prowler over Cavalese, Italy on
03FEB98 resulting in the deaths of twenty people. Reference (B)
provides additional coverage not specifically identified under
Ref (A).

2. Reference (C) did not set forth a specific lead for which an
ALS (RUC) would be necessary, the document type represented by
Ref (B) would more appropriately be identified as an
Investigative Summary Report (Pending).

ACTION
A.DIST...Change document type of Ref (B) to read INVESTIGATIVE
SUMMARY REPORT (PENDING) .

DISTRIBUTION

NCISHQ: 0023
ACTION: 0023/EUNA/CALE

000009
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

ﬁljf;d{:" et W,SE%%);,LJ‘L (/}_,,_,[/,.,H7> 22NOV99

DEATH (I)

d CONTROL: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

COMMAND /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/20100 o

MADE AT/EUNA/NAPLES, ITALY/ICEDCHOMEEN SPECIAL AGENT

REFERENCES

(A) 0023 ALS (PENDING)/01MAYS98
(B) EUNA ALS (PENDING) /09JUL98
(C) EUNA ALS (PENDING)/23MAR99
(D) CALE ALS (RUC)/11AUG99

CASE SUMMARY

(1) IAW reference (A), Tasking Control Binders summarizing,
documenting and containing statements and investigative actions for
taskings completed by EUNA, were provided to CALE, reference (B)
pertains. Since the submission of reference (B), all completed
investigative taskings were provided directly to the Marine Trial
Counsel due to the exigent nature of the material vice providing them
to CALE, reference (C) pertains. Since the submission of reference
(C), CALE provided all investigative tasking to NCISHQ Code 23 to
include taskings completed by EUNA, reference (D) pertains. The
investigative taskings provided directly to Trial Counsel by EUNA are
appended as exhibits (1) through (35). A synopsis for taskings
completed by EUNA is appended as exhibit (36).

EXHIBITS
(1) IA:SEIZURE OF VIDEOCASSETTE TAPE MARKED SECRET/17MAR9S...
(COPY 0023 ONLY)

(2) IA:TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN WITNESS
DEPOSITION/30MAY98... (ORIG 0023 ONLY
(3) IA:TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN WITNESS DEPOSITION

30MAY98. .. (ORIG 0023 ONLY)

(4) IA:TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN WITNESS [NCEGGNOMEE DEPOSITION
30MAY98... (ORIG 0023 ONLY)

(5) IA:TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN WITNESS _
DEPOSITION/30MAY98. .. (ORIG 0023 ONLY

(6) IA:TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN WITNESS_
DEPOSITION/30MAY98. .. (ORIG 0023 ONLY

(7) IA:TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN LETTER FROM U.S. EMBASSY ROME,
ITALY/01JUN98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(8) STATEMENT/LCP 2JUN98. .. (ORIG 0023 ONLY)

WARNING

000011

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
J AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAV.AL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.




15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS 22NOV99
s @ ®
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

(9) IA:REINTERVIEW OF LCPINGENDGMBI@CS JUNSS . .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(10) IA:RESULTS OF EVIDENCE SEIZURE/17JUL99...(COPY 0023 ONLY)

(11) IA:RESULTS OF SURVEILLANCE OF LEG TWO OF ROUTE

AVO47/100CT99. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(12) IA:RESULTS OF PHOTOGRAPHIC COVERAGE/100CT98...(ORIG 0023 ONLY)

(13) IA:RESULTS OF ROUTE SURVEY/100CT98...(ORIG 0023 ONLY)

(14) IA:CONTACT WITH WITNESSES/130CT 23 ONLY)

(15) IA:INTERVIEW OF ITALIAN WITNESSW27OCT98. ..

(COPY 0023 ONLY)

(16) IA:INTERVIEW OF 270CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(17) IA:INTERVIEW OF 270CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(18) IA:INTERVIEW OF 0SNOV98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(19) IA:INTERVIEW OF 270CT98. .. (COPY 0023

_ ONLY)

(20) IA:INTERVIEW OF 270CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(21) IA:INTERVIEW OF 270CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(22) IA:INTERVIEW OF 270CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(23) IA:INTERVIEW OF 270CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(24) IA:INTERVIEW OF 270CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(25) IA:INTERVIEW OF 70CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(26) IA:INTERVIEW OF 270CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(27) IA:INTERVIEW OF 70CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(28) IA:RESULTS OF WITNESS MAP LOCATIONS/270CT98... (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(29) IA:RESULTS OF GPS/270CT98...(COPY 0023 ONLY)

(30) IA:RESULTS OF VIDEO COVERAGE/270CT98...(ORIG 0023 ONLY)

(31) IA:RESULTS OF P VERAGE/270CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(32) IA:INTERVIEW OF 280CT98. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(33) IA:RESULTS OF GPS/280CT98...(COPY 0023 ONLY)

(34) IA:CONTACT WITH ITALIAN AIR FORCE OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE FOR
RADAR INSTALLATIONS IN NORTHERN ITALY/04NOV9S...(COPY 0023
ONLY)

(35) IA:CONTACT WITH ITALIAN CARABINIERI OFFICIAL CONCERNING
INFORMATION ON RADAR INSTALLATIONS IN NORTHERN
ITALY/09NOV99. .. (COPY 0023 ONLY)

(36) TASKING SYNOPSIS SHEET/07JAN9S...(COPY 0023 ONLY)

PARTICIPATIN

DISTRIBUTION

NCISHQ:
NCISFO:
INFO:

PAGE

0023 (M)
EUNA
CALE

2 LARE,

000012

T

()

ISFO Europe, Naples, It

A, NCISRU Rome, It

NCISFO Europe, Naples, It

0OS, NCISRA Sigonella, It

SA, NCISFO Europe, Naples, It

NCISRU La Maddalena, It

WARNING

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NavaL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.




U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: SEIZURE OF VIDEOCASSETTE TAPE MARKED
PSECRET"

On 17MAR98, subsequent to the conclusion of the JAGMAN
Investigation related to the EA-6B mishap on O03FEB98, Intelligence
Operationsg Specialist _ and reporting agent were in the
Safety Bldg., at the Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT, the room where
the JAGMAN Investigation was convened. As background, reporting
agent and IOE! WEere present during the JAGMAN Investigation
for three (3) weeks as advisors to the JAGMAN Investigation Board.

On this date, reporting agent and IO®iJBIOMBl"Enticipating our
departure from Aviano the following date (18MAR98), were packing
and organizing various items, which needed to be taken back to the
NCIS Field Office (NCISFO) Europe, Naplesg, IT. While doing so, we
decided to check a four (4) drawer safe, which was open at the
time, to determine if there was anything stored in that safe which
needed to be taken back to NCISFO Europe. This safe was utilized
during the JAGMAN investigation for securing and storing various
items. We subsequently discovered various photographs related to
the investigation, taken by NCIS Special Agents, that had been
stored in the bottom drawer of this safe. We then removed these
photographs and placed them inside a box for transport back to
Naples, IT. We then decided to check the three (3) remaining
drawers to see if there were any remaining items that also needed
to be taken back. At this time, all of the JAGMAN Investigation
Board members had left Aviano, IT. We decided to check the other
drawers to the safe and discovered a VHS videocassette tape, with
a "Secret" sticker on both the front and the back of the
videocassette. Both of us having Top Secret clearances, elected
to place the videotape into a Videocassette Recorder (VCR) located
in the Safety Bldg., where the JAGMAN Investigation Board met. We

were the only individuals in the room at this time. In viewing
this particular tape, we observed what appeared to be a computer
generated, simulated flight. After further viewing of this

particular tape, it appeared to be a simulated flight utilizing
the same route (AV047) the EA-6B mishap occurred on 03FEB98. In
reviewing the videotape, we observed several attempts made flying
this route, again utilizing what appeared to be a computer flight

WARNING
THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
HERTEO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SEBRVICE.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

simulator.

Reporting agent had two (2) concerns at this time. The first
concern was the security of the tape given it's classification and
the fact we had discovered the tape in an unsecured safe. The
second concern was the fact it may not have had any importance to
any of the JAGMAN Investigation Board members, as they had all
departed the area and this particular videocassette tape was left
behind and not properly secured.

Reporting agent apprised appropriate NCIS supervisory personnel of
the discovery of subject videocassette tape, and subsequently
transported same back to NCISFO Europe where the tape was
immediately secured in reporting agent's GSA, U.S. Government
approved safe. There was no desire on the part of reporting agent
to attempt to withhold or hide this tape at any time for any
reason. In addition, reporting agent was not aware of any type of
"optical illusion" on subject videotape.

WARNING

THIS DOCMNT IS THI PROPBRTY OF 1.'Hl NAVAL CRIMIHAL IMSTIGATIVE SERVICI
CONTENTS b : 0 o} ON i

3 QUIRE ACCES
HERTEO . CONTINTS HAY NOT BE DISCLOSID TO THE PARTY(S) CONC!RN’!D NITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION PROM THE WAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

Reporting Office: NCISFO Europe, Naples, IT

WARNING
Tis DOCUMENT 1S THE PROPERTY OF, THE HAVAL cnmnw. INVESTIGATIVE snvzcx
CONTER TR

5 GEED oW E OF 5 QUTRE
HIKTIO CONTINTS HAY NOT Bl DISCLOSID TO THE PARTY(S) CDNCImD WITHOUT SP!CIPIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMIP._, INVESTIGATIVE SERVIC.

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS
INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN WITNES SINCISIOIOMEIACIN DEPOSITION

On 30MAY98, at the County Court of Trento in front of Judg‘@'_ﬂ(c)
)@ .I.P (Judge for the preliminary inquiry County Court of
Trento) empowered by the Court of Appeals of Trentom
proceeding with the assistance of the Secretary

stenotypist as well as in the
resence of

N

all agents identified by the
Rogatory authority. With the Judge’s approval the interviews will
be conducted with the aid of maps (scale 1-50.000) provided by the
agents with the Rogatory authority.

BORN AT )

ESS IS INTRODUCED
JRESIDING IN OF
N (OWHO WITH HIS HEAD UNCOVERED SOLEMNLY SWEARS THE FOLLOWING:

“I UNDERSTAND THE MORAL AND GIUDICIAL RESPONSIBILITY I AM ASSUMING
WITH MY STATEMENT, I PLEDGE TO TELL THE WHOLE TRUTH AND NOT TO HIDE
ANYTHING WITHIN MY KNOWLEDGE” .

INTERVENTION OF THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIVE JUDGE (G.I.P.) -
QUESTION (Q) - WHERE WERE YOU ON 03FEB98 AND WHAT DID YOU SEE?

ANSWER (A) = I WAS ON THE ROAD THAT HEADS DOWN THE VALLEY,
THAT PASSES UNDER THE CABLE WAY.

IT IS BROUGHT TO THE RECORDS THAT IT IS THE PROVINCIAL ROAD THAT
WAS BUILT BY THE AUTONOMOUS PROVINCE OF TRENTO IN 1992, NOT
REPRESENTED IN ANY OF THE TWO MAPS ON FILE.

INTERVENTION OF

Q - WERE YOU IN YOUR CAR?

- YES.

-  WERE YOU DRIVING?

YES.

- IN WHAT DIRECTION?

- IN THE DIRECTION TO MOLINA DI FIEMME.

i Ol O
I

INTERVENTION OF THE G.I.P. -

Q - WHAT DID YOU SEE?

A - ON THE SRAIGHTAWAY WHERE THE STREET PASSES UNDER THE CABLE WAY
I HEARD A LOUD NOISE OF AN AIRPLANE, LOUDER THAN THE ONES USUALLY
HEARD.

Q - IN THAT INSTANT WERE YOU UNDER CAVALESE?

A - UNDER THE CABLE WIRE.

Q - 1IN THAT TRACT THE ROAD PASSES ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE RIVER?
A - 1IN RESPECT TO THE DIRECTION OF THE RIVER ON THE RIGHT, BETWEEN
THE RIVER AND THE STARTING POINT.

WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUT!ES REQUIRE ACCESS
HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(SI rOMrrns:== - IFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVEST!
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMIIQJ INVESTIGATIVE SERVIC’

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

Q - BETWEEN THE RIVER AND CAVALESE?
A - YES.

INTERVENTION OF [EENCISIOICNOIDCN -

Q THEREFORE, THERE'S THE RIVER, THE ROAD AND CAVALESE?
A - YES.

Q - WERE YOU TRAVELING IN AN EAST OR WEST DIRECTION?

A - EAST.

Q - THEREFORE, SOUTH IN RESPECT TO THE RIVER?

A - NO.

Q - ONLY THE SOUND THAT WAS PRODUCED BY THE AIRPLANE?

A - YES.

Q - THEN DID YOU SEE THE AIRPLANE PASS AND THEN CLIMB?

A - YES, THEN I TURNED AND LOOKED IN FRONT AND I SAW THE CABLE
WIRE FALL.

Q - DO YOU SERVE IN THE CARABINIERI FORCE?

A - YES.

Q - FROM HOW MANY YEARS?

A - FROM 11.5 YEARS.

INTERVENTION OF THE G.I.P.

Q - CAN YOU BE AVAILABLE TO GO THE UNITED STATES TO TESTIFY 1IN
COURT?

A - NOT MUCH SO. I AM AFRAID OF FLYING.

INTERVENTION OF

Q - ARE YOU BEING HESITANT DUE TO THE SOLE FACT THAT OF FLYING?

A - YES.

Q - YOUR TESTIMONY, LIKE THAT OF THE OTHERS, IS VERY IMPORTANT.
IF YOU COULD CONSIDER THIS FOR US IT WOULD IT WOULD BE VERY
IMPORTANT.

A - I'LL THINK ABOUT IT.

Q - YOU KNOW HOW IMPORTANT THE TESTIMONY OF A PERSON IS, THEREFORE
WE ASK, BASED ON YOUR PERSONAL AND WORK EXPERIENCE THAT YOU
OVERCOME YOUR FEAR OF FLYING.

ENCLOSURES:
{1). ltalian deposition ofGISHBICINBIAC)MAY 98

I_ do solemnly swear or affirm that this statement

| have interpreted in rect to the best
of my abilities

Signature of Interpreter

TRANSLATED BY:
OFFICE: NCISFO, EUROPE NAPLES, ITALY
DATE: 15JUN98
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN WITNESS [ INCIEBIONBIDCIND EPOSI TION

On 30MAY98, at the County Court of Trento in front of Judg@l-)(C)
(@.I.P (Judge for the preliminary inquiry County Court of
Trento) empowered by the Court of Appeals of Trento to conduct this
proceeding with the assistance of the Secretary
stenotypist as well as in the
resence of

EENCEEENEMC 211 agents identified by the

Rogatory authority. With the Judge’s approval the interviews will
be conducted with the aid of maps (scale 1-50.000) provided by the
agents with the Rogatory authority.

_ witness was introduced as being born inc/SIBIGIBN©N

yresiding at [HNCSOONOMONNN solemnly swear —the
following: " being conscious of a moral and judicial
responsibility, I pledge to tell the whole truth regarding all of
my knowledge during my deposition".

Arbitration of the Judge
Question - What were you doing?

Answer - I was at the controls of the cablecar, I am a cablecar
engineer.

Question - At the moment where you were?

Answer - I was at the bench.

Question - In which station?

Answer - At the intermediate station.
Question - Therefore at the mountain?
Answer - Yes.

arbitration of [NESOONDNON

Question - There is an operator for every sector of the cablecar,
or there is only one person that controls the entire cablecar?
Answer - One operator gets the cablecar started, then at the valley
there is a person that controls his post...

Question - You are the operator for the intermediate station?
Answer - Yes.

Arbitration of the Judge

Question - When the impact occurred how long the cablecar had
departed from your post?

Answer - Yes, it departed my post and the journey altogether takes
6 minutes, therefore 4 minutes had pass since the departure.
Question - Did you see the aircraft?

Answer - No.

11BIT (3)
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Arbitration of

Question - Did you ever see military aircraft go by in the area?
Answer - Yes I seen aircraft but I do not know 1if they were
military aircraft.

Question - At what speed the cablecar descends?

Answer - At 10 meters in a second.

Question - The gentleman here present are American Prosecutors.
Did you know Mr LENGEBISNBEGI

Answer - Yes.

Question - Did you know him only professionally?

Answer - Yes.

Question - You Did not have a friendly relationship?

Answer - Of course we work together...I don’t remember if they
were 5 or 6 years that he worked with us. There was a professional
and a friendly relationship.

Question - Did you see the persons, that unfortunately deceased, go
up in the cablecar?

Answer - No, I was at the control bench, which is an enclosed space
with a window, but we don’t look who boards the cablecar.
Question - The damages to the cablecar has been repaired or is
still damaged?

Answer - Every think is still stopped.

Question - Since you work with the system how long you think would
take to repair the damages?

Answer - I don’t know, I am not in a position to judge, months , I
could not say.

Question - With this cablecar, additionally to the personal damage,
the system currently is blocked or continues to work?

Answer - No, the system is stopped.

Question - Do you continue to work?

Answer - Yes, there are more cablecars systems.

Question - Therefore are more cablecars systems?

Answer - Yes, there are more systems that continue to function and
are marked on the map.

Arbitration of the Judge

Question - The cablecar system that is blocked is the one between
Cavalese and the intermediate station?

Answer - Yes.

Arbitration of [INCEIBIONOMIEN

Question - Since the cablecar system is blocked, what impact has
been on the economy of Cavalese? There are people that
economically suffer from the cablecar incident?

Answer - I am not in a position to judge. Obviously they are...
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Arbitration of the Judge

Question - You are willing to go to the United States to testify at
the trial?

Arbitration of
Question - Everything will be paid by the government?
Angwer - If I need to come I will, But...

The deposition 1s signed by_ and Judg_)(c)
N....llli

)
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ENCLOSURES:
{1}. ltalian deposition N BOMAY98

I_ do solemnly swear or affirm that this statement
I have interpreted into English is true and correct to the best
of my abilities

Signature of Interpreter

TRANSLATED BY:
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DATE: 15JUN98
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMII\“ INVESTIGATIVE SERVIC’

| TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN WITNESS NGB NBLACIIDEPOSITION

On 30MAY98, at the County Court of Trento in front of Judg‘EII-D(C)
NSRBI - I . P (Judge for the preliminary inquiry County Court o
Trento) empowered by the Court of Appeals of Trento to conduct this

proceeding with the assistance of th retary [[BNCSB)EROACI

stenotypist
resence of

all agents identified by the
Rogatory authority. With the Judge’s approval the interviews will
be conducted with the aid of maps (scale 1-50.000) provided by the
agents with the Rogatory authority.

_ witness, was introduced as being born iNC-)(C)
on BSIBM x5 ding - INNINCSHEIBEEMMR <o cunly swear

the following: " Dbeing conscious of a moral and Jjudicial
responsibility, I pledge to tell the whole truth regarding all of
my knowledge during my deposition".

INTERVENTION OF THE JUDGE
Question - When did you go to inspect the place where the disaster

occurred?
Answer - About 40 minutes later.
Question - You calculated that the height of the cabin going

downhill was at about 100 meters from the ground, and you have also
identified the place when the rope was severed, is this correct?
Answer - No, I have made an approximate estimate as requested by
the Carabinieri.
Question - At the moment of the impact with the airplane, you said
that the towing rope was at about 90 meters from the ground, while
the supporting one was at 10 meters lower.

The difference of about 10 meters depends solely on the weight
of the cabin, is this correct?
Answer - The distance between the two ropes?
Question - Yes, this is caused by the fact that the cabin is only
being carried by one of the ropes, is this the reason?
Answer - No, the reason is that one of the ropes is the towing one
and the other is a ballast.
Question-Then, the difference in height refers to the two ropes on
the same line?
Answer - Yes.
Question - And the variation is about 10 meters?
Answer - No, it is about two meters, being the distance between the
area of impact and of the cabin of about 50 meters.
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It this case, 1t is called ballast.
INTERVENTION OF [INCSIDGNbmc

Question - Are there two cables for the gondola?

Answer - Yes, one is the towing rope and the other which the
gondola runs on is bigger.

Question - According to you, how much damage has there been to the
system?

Answer - I am not able to answer this.

Question - Could you at least estimate how much?

Answer - Do you mean only tangible losses?

Question - Yes, can you quantify how much?

Answer - About 2 or 3 billion lira.

Question - Did you know MNAISIBIENBIE) ()

Answer - Yes.

Question - Did you know him professionally or were you two friends?
Answer We had a work relationship.

Question - Do you have any idea how long the repairs will take?
Answer - At this moment, the cable car is impounded so we can’'t
even start.

Question-If the work could be started tomorrow, how long would it
take?

Answer - The company doesn’t have any intention of repairing the
system right now, they want to do it in a different way.
Question- Other than the rope that was severed, was there other
damage at the beginning point?

Answer-No, directly at the departure station, there is a crack in
the counterbalance. The counterbalance in the sustaining pole 1is
broken.

Question-Was there damage to the first arriving point?

Answer- No, nothing.

Question- Is there a braking system?

Answer- Yes.

Question- And did this system have any damage?

Answer- No, there were brakes in the gondola which fell and were
completely destroyed.

Question- Did the ballast rise for the lack of weight when the rope
was severed?

Answer-The counterbalance of the carrying system fell immediately,
while the counterbalance of the ballast hit the ceiling of the
cable car.

Question-Did the ballast cause damage when it hit the ceiling?
Answer- At first glance it seems not.
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Question- If your testimony and presence were necessary in the
United States, would you go?

Answer- I would think not, but if it were necessary...

Question- Have you ever seen other military aircraft in this area?
Answer-Yes, but flying pretty high.

Question- So, ever at this height?

Answer- No.

Question- Had you every heard, from others, of military aircraft
trying to fly under the cable?

Answer- No.

Question- So, there wasn’t this rumor around?

Answer- No or I never heard it.

I_ do solemnly swear or affirm that this statement

| have interpreted into English is true and correct to the best
of my abilities

!!lgnalure 0‘ ‘nlerpre'er

TRANSLATED BY:  [ENCISIONOIDEN
OFFICE: NCISFO, EUROPE NAPLES, ITALY
DATE: 14JUN98
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMII\Q., INVESTIGATIVE SERVIC,

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVEACTION: TRANSLATIONOFITALIANWITNES DEPOSITION

On 30MAY98, at the County Court of Trento in front of JudgeEIBIOMBN)C)
(_)(@ I.P (Judge for the preliminary inquiry County Court of
Trento) empowered by the Court of Appeals of Trento to conduct this
proceeding with the assistance of the Secretary

stenotypist as well as in the
presence of

a agents 1dentifie y the
Rogatory authority. With the Judge’s approval the interviews will
be conducted with the aid of maps (scale 1-50.000) provided by the
agents with the Rogatory authority.

witness was introduced as being born in )
on Cc) residing at _ solemnly swear the

following: it being conscious of a moral and judicial
responsibility, I pledge to tell the whole truth regarding all of
my knowledge during my deposition™".

Arbitration of the Judge
Question - The afternoon of 03FEB98, where were you and tell me

precisely where your position was in reference to the valley of the
river Avisio?

Answer - I was at Castello di Fiemme.
Question - Castello di Fiemme 1is a town at the bottom of the
valley?

Answer - No, is above the valley, the position where I was with my
friend is actually located on a precipice.

Question - Is sort like a balcony on the valley?

Answer - Yes.

Question - There is a normal window in the room you were?

Answer - No, big, because is an attic, it’s a wall 4 meters long.
Question - This entire wall is a window?

Answer - Yes, because is an attic, below there is the house of the
family and below there is the precipice, I see Cavalese, Tesero,
Ziano.

Question - In the east direction you see the Fiemme valley?
Answer - Yes.

Question - You see it in a extensive way?

Answer - Yes.

Question - What did you see in the afternoon on 03FEB98n and at
what time?

Answer - Toward 1515 I had this baby because the landlady wasn’t
there, I heard this loud noise, loud that woke up the baby. I
stood up on a piece of furniture and saw a aircraft pass toward me
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with the belly turned toward me.

Question - Therefore was flying tilt on the right?

Answer - Yes.

Question - You were on the left in comparison to the aircraft?
Answer - Yes.

Question - The aircraft was high or low in comparison to you?
Answer - Equal to because I saw the antenna wobble.

Question - You saw the antenna wobble from the aircraft not from
the wind?

Answer - No, because i1t never wobble so much. The antenna of the
house in front is more low.

Question - Did you see it flying in the direction of the Cavalese
Fall?

Answer - Yes.

Question - Which lays in the bottom of the valley?

Answer - Yes.

Question - Did you see suddenly that he changed his pattern of
flight?

Answer - Yes, I was just like in front of you, I saw it coming from
my right your left, however he then made turns and than jumped. I
did not take in account that there the wires in the middle, however
I saw the cabin after that...

Question - Did he raise toward aloft at the point he saw there was
the cabin?

Answer - Yes, the cabin was descending.

Arbitration of _

Question - We have joked a little, but we didn’t even know of your
testimony. The gentleman here present are American Prosecutor who
are gathering testimony for the prosecution. Therefore I would
like that you to understand that your testimony is essential.

Arbitration of the Judge

Question - Everybody has seen a picture, while you have in your
eyes like a movie of what happened, from the 8-10 seconds before
the aircraft went up, not only you seen everything from a such
height... You were higher then the aircraft and this is the reason
why they consider your testimony very important for the trial.

Arbitration of Mr_)

Question - You will not be alone, everything will be reimbursed by
the United States, you will be accompanied.

Question - You are a kindergarten teacher?

Answer - Yes.
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Question - You said something important: " at the moment you were
attending a baby" correct?

Answer - Yes.

Question - When this aircraft flayed you at once went to get the
baby?

Answer - No, I let him cry. I heard a strong roar, you could hear

the noise. It woke up the baby, instead I look to see what
happened. He was crying I went on the balcony and told him the
cablecar fell. I saw a stretch where the cablecar fell, and then

there are the trees. I did not see the impact on the ground.

Arbitration of the Judge

Question - The baby started to cry due to the roar?

Answer - Yes.

Question - Did the aircraft ever drop?

Answer - No, it came to my right from my left, it made 2 or 3 turns
and then it went up. Here it was the window, the aircraft arrived
tilted and went toward the left, it made 2 or 3 turns and then went
up. I even thought the fall was caused by the air that shifted...

Arbitration of MIT‘_C)

Question - It was always tilted on the left like you seen it from
the start?
Answer - No, it was tilted.

Arbitration of the Judge

Answer - I saw it’s belly he then turned on the side and then went
up.

Question - When it went up do you remember what position were the
wings?

Answer - Not horizontal, but now...however were not horizontal.

Arbitration of Mrv_q
Question - Did you have a scary feeling?

Answer - Later yes, when I seen it pass, by now...I was not calm,
but I seen...
Question - At the moment of the pass when you saw the aircraft

flying did you fear for your safety?

Answer - No, because I like to see airplanes therefore I like see
them go by.

Question - Did you ever see another aircraft go by this low like
this one?

Answer - No, not this low, I think little higher.

Question - More passages had been made?
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Answer - Yes, few days earlier they passed from the other side, but
never this low above the house.

Question - When the aircraft veered up did you see if something
fell from it?

Answer - No, because I don’t know how far it was, but it was far.
I did not see any parts fall, however when it left I stared at the
cablecar which was going down, I could not believe it. Meanwhile
the aircraft had gone.

Question - What did you see fall? The motion of the cablecar?
Answer - It was rocking, the last impact I did not see it.
Question - You did not see the last impact?

Answer - No.

Question - Therefore you seen it swinging and rocking and then the
cable break?

Answer - No, because I could not see the cable.

Question - Therefore you seen it swinging and fall?

Answer I see the cablecar this way, is not that...

Question - What type of swinging the cablecar made?

Answer - It rocked forward and backward and then fell. It rocked
4 times.

Question - You stated from where you were standing you could not
see the cable, correct?

Answer - No.

Question - But you could see the cablecar?

Answer - Yes, because when it was in service I seen it going down

and up. I really see the yellow cablecar. I see when it comes
down.

Question - You can say there is a lot of contrast between the
colors of the gondola and what you see in the panorama. The
cablecar 1s something you can see?

Answer - Yes, even so that around there are green trees the
cablecar is yellow. Since I knew where it fell last time, I see

from my window a house in the middle of the meadow, I knew it fell
there. I told the man below my balcony that it fell more or less
where it fall last time. 1In fact it was there.

Question - I know you did not see the entire fall, but did it fall
upright?

Answer - No, it rocked 3 or 4 times then they were the trees
therefore I don’t know it happened, if it fell upright, I think it
crashed.

The deposition is signed by_ and Judg@Cl-)(C)

NEISBIENEIE )
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I_ do solemnly swear or affirm that this statement

| have interpreted into English is true and correct to the best

of my abilities

TRANSLATED BY:
OFFICE:
DATE: 14JUN98
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN WITNESS [IINCISIBICMOIACIN DEPOSITION

On 30MAY98, at the County Court of Trento in front of Judge EIBIGHBN)C)
NGIEIBDONB® S . I . P (Judge for the preliminary inquiry County Court of
Trento) empowered by the Court of Appeals of Trento to conduct this
proceeding with the assistance of the Secretary [[NCSIOICROLICIN
stenotypist and as well as in the
presence of

all agents 1identifie y the
Rogatory authority. With the Judge’s approval the interviews will
be conducted with the aid of maps (scale 1-50.000) provided by the
agents with the Rogatory authority.

witness,

yresiding at solemnly swear the

follow1ng " being conscious moral and Jjudicial
responsibility, I pledge to tell the whole truth regarding all of
my knowledge during my deposition™".

Arbitration of the Judge

Question - The afternoon of 03FEB98, where were you between 1510
and 15307

Answer - I was coasting along the Avisio river.

Question - How far were you from the cablecar and the cable wire?
Answer - Approximately 200 meters.

Question - From the perpendicular?

Answer - Yes.

Question - What did you see?

Answer - I heard a loud roar, I looked up and saw an aircraft
flying. I could not say how high, but it was low, I cannot
establish the height from the ground. I heard it at the last
moment, I did not hear it coming. Suddenly I heard a roar and it
was overhead.

Question - Did you see it and what did you see next?

Answer - I looked up and I thought: "he is crazy" I might said it
in dialect, probably I said it in dialect. I looked at the mountain
at the same time and I saw the cablecar coming down from Cermis.
Question - Did you see the cablecar coming down and rolling for a
second?

Answer - I only seen the cablecar coming down for a second then I
was covered by vegetation.

Arbitration of _

Question - When you say you seen it go down did you see it fall?
Answer - I saw it coming down sideways.
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Arbitration of the Judge
Question - When you saw it was it already falling?
Answer - Yes.

INTERVENTION OF [NCSBENOMCN

Question - So, it wasn’t descending in a normal manner?

Answer - No, it was falling. I realized right away what was
happening, because every day I go walking with my dogs along the
long run. I know that area like my pockets and almost everyday I
would see the cable car go back and forth.

Question - So you realized right way that something had happened?
Answer - Yes, in fact I started yelling . As soon as I saw the
cable car falling, I shouted "The cable car, the cable car". At
that moment, I thought that it might land on some vegetation which
would reduce the impact and I ran in case there might be need of
help. When I saw where the cable car fell, I started calling to
see if anyone was there, but...

Question - Were you the first person of the scene?

Answer - Yes.

INTERVENTION OF THE JUDGE

Question - Did you know this place?

Answer - Yes, I used to go everyday.

Question-Did you ever see other military aircraft fly over?
Answer - Another one passed over the same afternoon but not as low.

INTERVENTION OF MR. [NCEIDONOIE]

Question - Were you afraid when the airplane flew over your head?

Answer - No, in the beginning, I wasn’t. If I had heard it
arriving...but I heard a big noise and when I looked up and I had
it over my head. Maybe 1f I had heard it coming, but it was

probably covered by the noise of the river.

Question-It is very important for the judges of the United States
to understand the extent of your fear. I understand that you
performed service in the State Police, and during your career as a
Police agent had you ever been afraid as in this moment?

Answer- I wasn’t afraid right away, because you suffer from shock
in the beginning. As time passes, you start to think, and the
first nights..When the dogs walk past there, they stop.

Question - Were you afraid for your safety?

Answer - Not really. Having served with the police, not really
fear, it hits you later. At that moment you act very rationally.
Question - But then you stopped?

Answer - Obviously, one remains shocked.
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Question - Could you estimate how far the aircraft was from you
when you lifted your eyes and noticed the airplane?

Answer - It passed over my head, it was flying low. When I arrived
at the scene, it was like a flash which remains in the brain. It
must not have been over 30 meters, I turned towards the valley, and
I saw it maybe 30-40 meters on my left looking towards the valley,
30-40 meters, not more.

Question - You have been asked to estimate distances many times
before in your profession.

Answer- It is easier to estimate how long something is rather than
how high. You can calculate comparing to the top of a tree or a
plant.

Question - Did you hear any moans when you arrived at the scene?

Answer - Absolutely not.

Question - You said that still today when you walk in that area,
you still feel strange. You told us about the dogs stopping in
their tracks, correct?

Answer - The dogs didn’t realize anything for the first few days,
but a person does. Dogs can feel it indirectly.

Question- Do you still walk in that area?

Answer - Yes.

Question- How do you feel when you return there?

Answer-I always look at the place, even if you don’t want to.

INTERVENTION OF THE JUDGE

Question - You are willing to go to the United States to testify in
september or october before a grand Jury?

Answer - Yes.

The deposition is signed by [NCEBOIBMGN and Judge INCSOEIDHEN

ENCLOSURES:
{1). Italian deposition ciEISHBNGIMDBIGOMAY 98

INCISIBERBIE@IE@) do solemnly swear or affirm that this statement
| have interpreted into English is true and correct to the best
of my abilities

Signature of Interpreter

TRANSLATED BY:
OFFICE: NCISFO, EUROPE NAPLES, ITALY
DATE: 15JUNSS8
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMII\’., INVESTIGATIVE SERVIC’

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: TRANSLATION OF ITALIAN LETTER FROM U.S. AMERICAN EMBASSY,
ROME, ITALY

Translation of Page one

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
CRIMINAL DIVISION

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
AMERICAN EMBASSY, ROME ITALY

Ol1JUNS8

Copy sent by FAX
Original letter hand delivered

Distinguished Dott. _

Director II A.P. Office
Ministry of Justice

Via Arenula 70

00186 Rome, Italy

Ref : Request of assistance for the Judicial Penal Proceeding
against Captain _ and others.

Dear Dott .NCEIBIGIMBIAIC)

With regards I transmit the following additions to the request

| On 30MAY98, in Trento the testimony requested by the American
Authorities took place with the cordial assistance of Judg_)(e)

Judge{BlBIB@cext week has intentions to hear the witnesses that
were not present.

2. It is possible that the American Authorities once examined the
testimony of the witnesses could request to re-interview some of
the witnesses at the location were on the O03FEB98 they saw the
military aircraft. This request of assistance is reserved for a
future communication.

3. Judge ANCONA released numerous copies of requested documents he
will forward the originals to your office in the coming days. The
American Authorities will notify me if they need more documents.

4. Judge ANCONA authorized the American Authorities to conduct any
activity deemed necessary at the site of the incident were the
cable car crashed, on the aircraft, and on the parts of wire cable
present of the aircraft.

Page 1 OF 2
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5. The requested material evidence will be delivered to the
American Authorities on 02JUN98. The United States will return the
evidence upon completion of the American trial. The military
agents authorized to receive the evidence are Mark FALLON and
Salvatore LO MONACO

Translation of Page two

of the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. The Italian
Authorities to establish the retrieval time of the evidence can
directly contact me.

6. In addition to the material evidence the American Authorities

request to retrieve the cable car to present in court to the jury
during the trial. The presence of the cable car will show the jury
the force of the impact to the ground of the cable car. We ask
that on the 02JUN98 the cable car will be given to the American
Authorities with the other evidence.

7. In regards to the seized aircraft in Aviano, Judge ANCONA
authorized the total examination of the aircraft. The American
Authorities do not need the aircraft as material evidence for the
actual trial. The American Authorities in the future will request
the release of the aircraft.

With regards and respect

Laurie J. BARSELLA

Senior Counsel for International Law Enforcement
Department of Justice.

A copy of this Letter was sent to Judge ANCONA, Asst. Public
Prosecutor Giardina, Dott.ssa BARBERINI, Louis COSENTINO, Patricia
REEDY .

ENCLOSURES:
(1). Italian letter from U.S. Dept. of Justice/01JUN98

OFFICE: , APLES, ITALY
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STATEMENT PLACE: Incirlik Air Base
Incirlik, Turkey
Date: 12JUNO98

make the free and voluntary statement _)(C)
ywchom I know to be a Special Agent of the U.S. Naval Criminal Investigative

Service. I make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made to me or
promises extended. I fully understand that this statement is given concerning my
knowledge of the EA-6B Prowler mishap flight occurring on 03FEB98 in Cavalese,pléfﬂ).,)m(c)

Bf pErpose of identification, I amaia ytfade) social security numbe-)a
Corporal (E-4), in the United States Marine Corps, currently assigned to VMGR-252 at
the Incirlik Air Base, Incirlik, Turkey. I was born in on

N Eram inches tall and weigh approximatetyfi@lihs)d) have

NC'S-ha(h‘)a b)(7)(C)

NIGAUGI7, I was assigned to USMC squadron VMAQ-2 out of MCAS Cherry Point,
NC and as a result subsequently left with the squadron for Aviano Air Base, Aviano, Italy
on 21AUG97. My particular Military Operation Specialty (MOS), is Small Arms
Repairman. The reason I became assigned to VMAQ-2 is the squadron would be carrying
9mm handguns while flying missions over the former Republic of Yugoslavia and
essentially I would be on hand as an armms-a)(?)(C)

N

NCIS

NCIS (

NCIS (.Wﬁéﬁ)ever the flight crew had a mission or were going to fly I had to be there to issue the
weapons. Since I had to be on hand for this purpose, I was also given the responsibility to
drive the crew out to their respective aircraft for their flight. I also ended up having this
responsibility because my office was next to the Ready Room at Tent City, Aviano Air
Base and it was convenient for me to handle this job as well. I was not just the driver for
the mishap aircrew, but was the driver for all VMAQ-2 squadron air crew. Essentially, I
would drive the air crew from the Ready Room at Tent City to the maintenance Hardened
Aircraft Shelter (HAS) at the Aviano Air Base. I would usually drop the crew off here
and on some occasions would drive them right to the aircraft itself. In general, I would
check the briefing schedule for flights, find out how long the brief would last and then
meet the crew for transport at the Ready Room and take them to the maintenance HAS.
Regarding the 03FEB98 transport of the mishap crew, I cannot specifically recall what my
routine would have been, but it would have been generally the same as I described above.
I do recall transporting the mishap crew on 03FEB98, which consisted of Captain

NC-WEho was the pilot of the EA-6B, w who was the front
seat ECMO, Captaiﬁ-)ﬂd Captain who were in the backseat. On
03FEB98, I went to the Ready Room at Tent City at about the time the brief was
scheduled to end. I waited until the pilot, CaptainSiBIOMBNaNd aircrew were ready to go,
I picked them up in a government owned van and we proceeded to the maintenance HAS
where I dropped them off. I am fairly certain I did not drive the mishap aircrew directéyste b)(7)(C)

L
GRS R

~

.{)“4% [ 6 >
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NCIS E4itcraft on this date. On this particular occasion, I remember it was Captain

first flight in Italy because he was on the advance party for VMAQ-4. 1
also remember Captub’i’h@d just been promoted to the rank of Captain. 1
remember this crew was getting ready to do a low level flying mission and in general, all
of the pilots enjoyed doing low level flights and I recall the attitude of the mishap crew
while in the van to be no different this day. As the driver for the squadron aircrews, flying
a low level mission was something I perceived the pilots looked forward to based on
various comments I had overheard during my assignment in Italy. I do not remember
specific comments made by the mishap crew on 03FEB98 regarding their particular low
level mission that day. One thing I do recall about the 03FEB98 flight is that it was going
to be a “FAM FLIGHT” or “Familiarization Flight” for Captain _ This is
where the aircrew assists in getting the new member familiar with a particular flying mou;t'b)g)(c)

NCIS (‘Mé)@)e—ﬂight brief occurs in the Ready Room and is obviously attended by the flight
crew for the mission and the On Duty Officer (ODO), who is posted in the Ready Room.
One could check the flight schedule for 03FEB98 to find out who the ODO was for that
Na:lay.b)a)(C)

NCIS .A@Fﬁiugh I am not certain it was the mishai crew on 03FEB98, although I believe it was,

someone, I think it was Captai asked me to go back to the Ready Room
in Tent City, Aviano Air Base, for the purpose of picking something up. The first thing
that came to my mind is that he had asked me to go back and pick up a video camera
battery. After more careful consideration, I believe that occurred on another occasion with
a different individual, and on 03FEB98 he (Capt|NEISiBIom@Iae) had asked me to go
back to the Ready Room to pick up 8 mm videotapes. I believe the 8 mm videotapes were
a multiple pack, contained in a white in color, bag. It was not a paper bag, but it was a
small bag, the type you would get at the Exchange. I cannot recall the name brand of the
8 mm videotapes contained in this bag, but they may have had black and gold in color
packaging. I do recall there being more than one (1) 8 mm videotape in the bag, perhaps
two (2) or three (3), as I glanced in the bag prior to taking it back out to the flight line. I
then recall handing this small bag off to LCPEH(USMC, VMAQ-2, who was
standing near the edge of the Flight Line next to what we describe as the “clam shell” or
temporary hangar for EA-6B Prowlers, Aviano Air Base, Aviano, Italy. I handed this bag
to LCPLSSIB)ON®Id and observed LCP_siy)bsequently take this particular bag
to the crew already in the aircraft, although I cannot say I specifically observed or
identified any of the mishap crew in the aircraft. I do recall the mishap crew were the only
crew who was flying at that particular time on 03FEB98. I would describe LCPL

N-@ﬁﬁm}ﬁé, approximmtaly-in?hebght, weighing approximwtaly(-b)a)(q
Ibs., with hair very clean shaven. This is all the information I can provide regarding this
matter at thimtim-)a)(q

NCI 7)(C)
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NCIS (.'H%)read over the ﬁve iﬁement consisting of this page and < others, typed by

Special Agen subsequent to my providiing the information to him. I
have had opportunity to make any corrections, deletions or additions I desired
initial same. This statement is the truth to the best of my knowledge and )(7)(C)

PL, USMC
date T1Z90NAE i ¢ 1H1O

The above statement has been subscribed to and sworn before me this 12™ day of JUNE,
1998 in the U.S. Air Force Office of Special Operatioins Office, Bldg. 311, at the Incirlik

Air Base, Incirlik, Turkey.

Special Agent
U.S. Naval Criminal Investigative Service

AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520 of 03JAN93.

NCI-(?)(C)
fPagg. 3 5
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RE-INTERVIEW OF LCPL|[CSOOIOmC

On 15JUN98, at the request of Trial Counsel related to the
above cited investigation, LCPL— UsSMC, was
telephonically interviewed by reporting agent from NCISFO Europe,
Naples, IT and asked three (3) additional questions. Those
questions are as follows:

1. Can LCPLNEIDOMOMA ccall where inside the Ready Room at
VMAQ-4, Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT, did he actually retrieved the
bag containing the 8 mm videotapes?

2. Beside capm§iBOMBI ) (©he On Duty Officer (ODO) for VMAQ-4,
Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT, does LCPI_N-Cryecall if anyone
else was inside the Ready Room when he returned to retrieve the
videotapes?

3. Who did LCPIN (@et the video camera battery for as
noted in LCPL )statement provided to NCIS on 12JUN98 and

when did that occur?

Concerning question 1, LCP_C):esponded by stating he
retrieved the bag containing the 8mm videotapes from a table
located inside the Ready Room, Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT.

(@ndicated this table is located directly in front of you
as you enter the Ready Room and the bag in question was on this
table when he walked into the Ready Room.

Concerning question 2, LCPI_Nr(o;esponded by stating he
did not know who, beside CAREI )®@rs in the Ready Room, on the
date he went back to retrieve the bag containing the videotapes.

(@welated there are usually other people in the Ready Room
at any given time; however, N cindicated he could not

identify anyone else in the room at that particular time, other
than CAB\TICIh)(C)

Concerning question 3, LCPI_N_(CfeSponded by stating he
was not sure who or when had asked him from VMAQ-2 to return to
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the Ready Room, Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT to retrieve a video
camera Dbattery, as indicated in his statement to NCIS, but

indicated he thought it was shortly before, perhaps two (2) or
three (3) weeks prior, to 03FEB98.

Reporting Agent: [NCSIONOMICIN

Reporting Office: NCISFO Europe, Naples, IT
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U.S. NAVAL CRI&INAL INVESTIGATIVE S’RVICE

TITLE: /MARFOLRANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN:  15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Results of Evidence Seizure

On 17JUL98, Reporting Agent and Participating Agent received authority from the
Italian Judicial authority, J udgdCourt of Trento, Italy, to place the Marine
Prowler EA6B and the Hangar T-29 under NCIS evidentiary control. At approximately
1515, the Aircraft and a wooden crate containing various aircraft parts were seized from
COL|NCEBENBIAE Italian Air Force, Aviano, Italy, and placed under NCIS evidentiary
control. Both the aircraft and the wooden crate were maintained in secured Hangar T-29,
Aviano Air Force Base, Aviano, Italy.

At approximately 1555, Hangar T-29 containing the aircraft and wooden crate was sealed
and secured by Reporting Agent. The entrance door was secured utilizing three metal
seals, numbered 62790852, 62790853 and 62790854, NCIS evidence tape and a padlock
brand name “American”. One key for the padlock, number 25786, was turned over to the
Air Force 31* Security Department personnel, SSGT_JSAF , and SSGT

REEBENBIME USAF, for emergency access only to Hangar T-29.

L ot
MSpecial Agent, NCISRU Rome, Italy

Reporting Agent:
Office: NCISFO Naples, Italy

EXHIBIT ( /Q
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGTATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS/I
CCN: 15APR99-0023-0036-7THMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF SURVEILLANCE OF LEG TWO (2) OF
ROUTE AV047

On 09 and 100CT98, as a resuit of lead tasking as set forth by Trial Counsel related to
above cited investigation, Participating Agen_nd reporting agent
conducted a visual surveillance of Leg Two (2) of aircraft route AV047 in Northern Italy.
This route originates and ends at the Aviano Air Base, Aviano, Italy.

Utilizing coordinates for Leg Two (2) of aircraft route AV047 as cited in the USMC
JAGMAN Investigative Report for the EA-6B mishap of 03FEB98, Muos{BIGINE) 7))
mChief of Safety Officer, 31* Fighter Wing, USAF, Aviano Air Base,

viano, [taly, plotted said coordinates on a map of Italy. This was done for purpose of
identifying Leg Two (2) of aircraft route AV047 on the map enabling agent’s to drive
along same. The coordinates utilized by Majorﬁvere numbered seven

(7) through twelve (12) as listed for Leg Two (2) in the USMC JAGMAN Investigative
Report as cited on page 35, enclosures (1) and (2) pertain.

On 090CT98, route covered by above agent’s is as follows: From the town of Trento
(IT), Autostrada route A22, North to Michele all’Adige, then North to route No. 43, to
the town of Cles, then South East to route No. 42 which runs to the town of Ponte di
Legno. Coordinates numbered eight (8) through twelve (12) traverses just North of the
town of Cles proceeding Southeast along route No. 42, to the town of Ponte di Legno as
listed on the map. The towns travelled through on 090CT98 along this route are as
follows: Cles, Bozzana, Cassana, Caldes, Terzolas, Male’, Croviaza, Pelizzano, Cusiano,
the Valley de Peio, Vermiglio, Passo d. Tonale and Ponte di Legno.

On 100CT98, route covered by above agent’s is as follows: From the town of Trento
(IT), Autostrada route A22 North to Michele all’ Adige, then North to route No. 43 to the
town of Cles. Agent’s then proceeded to route SP 28 to the town of Cagno in the vicinity
of Lake S. Giustina and the towns of Revo and Tregiovo. Agent’s then proceeded North
along route SP43 to the towns of Lauregno, Castelfondo, Salobbi, Dovena, and Brez.
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS/I
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7THMS

Agent’s proceeded along route No. 42 to the town of Fondo and then to route SS 238 to
the towns of S. Felice, Passo Palade, Caprille, Tesimo, Prissano, to the towns of Nalles,
Vilpiano, Terlano, Meltina and Frasinetto. (Photographic coverage was conducted on
both dates of significant sites along the above routes and is covered in another
Investigative Action entitled Results of Photographic Coverage.)

This documents the territory covered along Leg Two (2) of aircraft route AV047 on 09
& 100CT98.

ENCLOSURES

(1) One (1) photocopy of page 35 of USMC JAGMAN Investigative Report on
VMAQ-2 EA-6B Mishap of 03FEB98/10MAR9S.

(2) One (1) photocopy of Touring Club Italiano map depicting the Trentino Alto
Adige area with Leg Two (2) coordinates of route AV047 highlighted on same/
Undated.

Agent’s Note: Original Enclosure number 2 was forwarded directly to the USMC
Trial Counsel, Camp LeJeune, NC for trial purposes. Due to exigent circumstances
enclosures were forwarded prior to being photocopied.

Participating Agent
ﬂ IOS, NCISFO Europe, Naples, IT

Reported by: [IESUENBIE

Reporting Office: NCISFO Europe, Naples, IT
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RECORD TAPE DATA
TIME ESTIMATED
. (ADIUSTED) ALTITUDE  (min-max)
POINT (LOCAL) LAT/LONG (MSL) ALTITUDE(AGL)
1 1437:43  4602.0N/01236.0E 677  Takeoff  T/O-
2 1440:40  4619.3N/01243.7E 13161  8000-9000’ BEGIN
3 1441:36 _ 4625.7N/01244.2F 10288’ 5000-6000° AV047
4 1442:20  4628.0N/01235.7E 6976 0-1000’
5 1445:08  46402N/01211.0E 7810’ 0-3300°
6 1446:48  4645.5N/01154.2F 4686’ 0-1600° 1*LEG
7 1449:35  4640.2N/01122.6E 4836’ 0-1300°
§ 1452:45  4621.7N/01056.9E 2723’ 0-721°
9 1453:18  4619.IN/01051.2E 3755’ 0-1200’
10 1453:29  4618.7N/01049.2E 3550° 21-763’
11 1453:52  4618.1N/01044.7E 3882’ 42-900°
12 1454:59  4614.8N/01031.7E 7227’ 0-2700° 2™ LEG
13 1455:43  4610.1N/01029.5E 12096  436-1479’
14 1457:24  4555.4N/01030.5E 8865"  1700-2664’
15 1459:37  4537.5N/01020.6E 45200 527-2895°
16 1503:43  4503.2N/01026.8E 964’ 856-882° 3“LEG
17 1504:05  4506.3N/01028.5E 1156  1064-1074’
18 1504:27  4509.1N/01029.7E 1218 1110-1130°
19 1507:14  4529.7N/01042.0E 2189’ 1976° 4" LEG
20 1507:58  4535.2N/01040.7E 5035 4583-4860°
21 1508:21 4538.2N/01041.7E 5188"  3388-4975’
22 1510:12 _4552.7N/01050.9E 5103’ 1878-4950° 5™ LEG
23 1510:57 4558.7N/01054.5E 1586’ 0-800’
24 1511:19  4602.0N/01055.9E 1505’ 0-736’
25 1511:41  4604.3N/01058.9E 1863’ 0-885’
- 26 1512:04  4606.1N/01102.0E 3771 1375-2094°
27 1512:26 4608.8N/01104.8E 1707° 1030°
.28 1512:48  4611.8N/01107.0E 1361° 689’
29 1513:10  4613.8N/01110.3E 1387 700’
30 1513:44  4615.IN/01116.6E 6488°  2478-4388’
31 1514:06 4615.IN/01121.2E 36677  157-1671’ 6" LEG
32 1514:17  4615.5N/01123.6E 365"  299-1211° mishap
33 1514:28  4616.IN/01125.8E 3677 477-1172°  leg

Note: Points 19, 27, 28, 29 were over flat ground with no significant change in the
ground elevation. Thus the maximum and minimum AGL altitude is one altitude, vice a
range of altitudes.

708. Analysis of the AWACS data and the EA-6B mission record tape data indicates that
there was a base time difference between the two sources of approximately 2 minutes.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS/I
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF PHOTOGRAPHIC COVERAGE

On 09 and 100CT98, as a result of lead tasking as set forth by
Trial Counsel related to above cited investigation, Participating
agent [NCEIDENOMMEN and reporting agent conducted photographic
| coverage of various sites along Leg Two (2) of aircraft route
AV047 located in Northern Italy. This route originates and ends
at the Aviano Air Base, Aviano, Italy.

Utilizing coordinates cited in the USMC JAGMAN Investigative
Report for Leg Two (2) of route AVO47 as flown by the EA-6B mishap
aircrew on 03FEB98, Major [NCEOEHNOMCI Chief of Safety
Officer, 31st Fighter Wing, USAF, Aviano Air Base, Aviano, Italy,

plotted said coordinates on a map of Italy. This was done for
purpose of identifying Leg Two (2) of aircraft route AVO47 on the
map enabling the above agent's to drive along same. The

coordinates utilized by Major [NESIDOMBMEN were numbered seven (7)
through twelve (12) as listed for Leg Two (2) in the USMC Jagman
Investigative Report as cited on iage 35, enclosures (1) and (2)

pertain. On 090CT98, Pl (780 d reporting agent covered
coordinates twelve (12) through eight (8), and photographed
various scenes along said route. On this date all photographs

were taken with a Nikon brand, model FM2, 35 mm camera, utilizing
a 50 mm lens, available light and Kodak Gold 400 ASA film. The
weather conditions on this date were overcast with a slight rain.

Photographs numbered one (1) through nine (9) depict a 360 degree
panoramic overview highlighting a ski resort taken in the town of

Passo d. Tonale, (IT), a town located along Leg Two (2) of route
AV0O47.

Shot # F Stop Direction Photograph Depicted

1 8 North Ski lift-Passo d. Tonale (P.d.T.)

2 11 North Ski lift-Passo d. Tonale M ESING

3 8 NorEast Ski 1ift-Passo d. Tonale 7 p)\o-().s (e/\c‘%‘”ﬁ

4 11 East Ski school-Passo d. Tonale 1 o '(‘E) | J)
WARNING > Ce wir\ P8
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5 8 East Rt. 42-Passo d. Tonale
6 8 South Mountain Ridge across from ski 1lift
Bl d
7 11 South Mountain Ridge across from ski 1lift
P.4d.T.
8 11 West Military monument loc. near ski
lift-p.d.T.
g 8 West Military monument near ski lift-
P.4.T.
10 8 West Town sign for Passo d. Tonale
11 5.6 West Town sign for Passo d. Tonale
12 5.6 East View of valley looking east-P.d.T.
13 8 East View of valley looking east-P.d.T.
14 5.6 North Overview of town of Ponte d.
Legno
15 4 North Overview of town of Ponte d. Legno

Photographs 16, 17, and 18 were taken on 100CT98, utilizing
the same photographic equipment and film as described above with
sunny to partly cloudy weather conditions.

16 22 East Overview of Lake S. Giustina taken
3 km south of the town of Cagno

17 22 East Overview of Lake S. Giustina taken
2 km south of the town of Cagno

18 16 East Overview of Lake S. Giustina taken
2 km south of the town of Cagno

Enclosure (3) includes one (1) Photograph Log Sheet and

photographs numbered one (1) through eighteen

Enclosures
(1) One (1)

WARNING

(18) .

photocopy of page 35 of USMC Jagman Investigation
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Report on VMAQ-2 EA-6B Mishap of 03FEB98/10MAR98

(2) One (1) Touring Club Italiano map depicting the Trentino
Alto Adige area with Leg Two (2) coordinates of route AVO47
highlighted on same/undated 14:
For eaclosunes L Ses exhibit

Participating Agent Ql)
ﬂms, NCISFO Europe, Naples, Italy

Reported by: |NNEEEEIGH

Reporting Office: NCISFO Europe, Naples, Italy

AGENT’S NOTE: Original enclosure 2 was forwarded directly to the
Marine Trial Counsel, Camp LeJeune, NC, for trial
purposes. Due to the exigent nature of the
material, the enclosures were forwarded prior to

being photocopied
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E‘ Nur eine halbe Stunde mit dem Auto von Bozen
: entfernt, liegt Reinswald am Ende des idyllischen
z /m\ : ca Sarntales. Ob mit Ski, Snowboard, Rodel oder zu
= ! 2.000 5500 $.000 Fu, Reinswald bietet ein Wintererlebnis fiir die
3= 5.000 4.500 2.500 gesamte Familie. Durch moderne Beschneiungs-
= anlagen werden allen Ski- und Snowboard-Begei-
- g 10.000 9.000 7.000 sterten beste Pisten geboten. 3 Liftanlagen und eine
Ef = ganz neue 6-er Gondel bringen Sie in wenigen
e, 1.500 1.500 1.000 5 ai g " .
= : . Minuten auf iiber 2.000 Hohe. Keine Wartezeiten
[ EJ 30.000 w08 20000 und keine Kilte zum Genief3en des einzigartigen
E 8‘_ 25.000 22.000 17.000 Panoramas. Hiittenerlebnis und Gastfreundschaft
= g sorgen fiir beste Erholung.
=B 20.000  18.000  14.000
x 2 Reinswald si trova al termine della bellissima
15.000 14.908 11.000 Val Sarentino, a mezz'ora di automobile da Bolzano.
v 22.000 20.000 15.000 A Reinswald trascorrerete una vacanza completa,
ideale per tutta la famiglia, praticando le attivitd che
320.000 270.000  210.000 preferite: dallo sci allo snowboard, dallo slittino alle
i 260.000 / I escursioni. Gli impianti di risalita e la nuova cabinovia
‘3 da sei posti, vi trasporteranno in pochi minuti ad
Ej oltre 2.000m. Senza attese e senza il fastidio del
e freddo, potrete godervi un panorama unico. Gli im-
i - ‘ pianti di innevamento e le piste preparate a regola
L 58.000  38.000  57.000 :,3:7-0“0 d'arte, vi entusiasmeranno. Lo splendido paesaggio,
E & 85.000 56.000 80.000 53.000 I'aria salub I talita della Val
s = 109.000  73.000 102.000 68.000 QEiEESIEaIns ¢ B SeRGRRRIBRIIE RESH R
§ S 132.000 89.000 121.000 81.000 | Sarentino, vi gttendono per rinfrancarvi al meglio.
m o 153.000 105.000 138.000 93.000 . ) y > 3 e
> 173.000 119.000 154.000 104.000 . Skigebiet Reinswald 3 7
= 8 192.000 132.000 169.000 114.000 Auskiinfte im Tourismusbiiro: Tel.+Fax: 0471-623091 Py Mﬂ
o 211.000 143.000 183.000 124.000 Reinswalder Lift: Tel.: 0471-625132 vtst & Val Sareitimo
e 3 228.000 154.000 197.000 134.000 Per informazioni: Ass. Turistica Tel.+Fax: 0471-623091 N
e 245.000 164.000 210.000 143.000 m—— e
= = 261.000 174.000 222.000 151.000
= 277.000 183.000 234.000 159.000
o 292,000 192.000 246.000 166.000
y s 306.000 200.000 258.000 173.000
AL 50.000 -
Tt e o Vergniigen pur.
tvertimento puro.
- 110.000 P .
~ 120.000
N
o auf Anfrage
E;; E a richiesta
= < 150.000
2= s
= @ 230.000
B2 e

SKIGEBIET / CENTRO SCIISTICO 1570-2460m

Tel. + Fax 0471/62 53 53 ® Raiffeisen. Die Bank. La banca.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIQNAL INVESTIGATIVE SQ{VICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036~7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF ROUTE SURVEY

On 100CT98, Reporting Agent and Participating Agents conducted a
route survey of the northern portion of leg 2 of flight route
AV047T. The survey was conducted to identify landmarks and the
general terrain features for the northern portion of leg 2. The
survey team attempted to survey as many areas as possible that
could be accessed by vehicle. The survey started at the town of
Reinswald and culminated at the town of Meltina.

TOWNS SURVEYED

A) REINSWALD
Reinswald is a ski resort area with small hotels and villa
type homes. A brochure and map were obtained and are
appended as enclosures (1) and (2). Photographic coverage
was provided for the area and the photos are appended as the
following enclosures:

Picture of Reinswald sign

Housing for ski 1lift

Left part of sign

Close up of map ) : S
Right side of sign AV o

Close up of map r_f?——fr—;f:“
East view of ski lift ( ‘ 133.32\
) East view towards top of ski lift

) West view from ski 1lift area to valley
) West view from ski 1lift area to valley

H PR P WO J0) 0 W

NP O~ — — — ~— — ~—

B) ASTFELD

Astfeld is a small village with chalet type homes and small
hotels.

C) VILLA NORDHEIM

Villa Nordheim is a small village with chalet type homes and
small hotels.

D) SARENTINO
Sarentino is a small village with chalet type homes and small
Hotels, farms, pastures and a small castle. The town
center consists of more townhouse chalet type of houses.
Sarentino 1s located in a valley area. Photographic
coverage of the area was provided and the photos are
appended as the following enclosures:

WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
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(13) East view of town
(14) North view of town
(15) West view of town
(16) South View of town
(17) Northwest view of town
(18) Southeast view of town
(19) Southwest view of town
E) KAMPIDELL
No signs for Kampidell could be found. A conglomeration of
a few homes and buildings and utilizing the map gave an
approximation for the town. Photographic coverage of the
area was provided and the photos are appended as the
following enclosures:
(20) View of sign towards valley
(21) South view towards valley
F) AREA HALF WAY BETWEEN MELTINA AND KAMPIDELL
No town signs for this area existed. A photo was taken of an
area map posted on a billboard type sign along the roadway.
The photo is appended as enclosure (22).
G) MELTINA

Meltina is a ski resort town with small hotels and chalet
type homes, and operates a cable car system. A brochure for
Meltina was obtained and is appended as enclosure (23).
Photographic coverage of the area was provided and the photos
are appended as the following enclosures:

South view of Meltina

Telephoto south view of Meltina
Southeast view of Meltina

View of cable car

View down cables

View of map

View down left cable

View down right cable

W W NN DNDNDDN
= O W oo 1oy U

All photographs were taken with an Olympus SuperZoom 3000 35mm

camera utilizing 400 asa film.

A copy of the map utilized as a

guide for accessing these areas is appended as enclosure (32).

Enclosures

1. Reinswald brochure

2. Reinswald map and brochure
3 - 12. Photos for Reinswald
13 - 19. Photos for Sarentino
20 - 21. Photos for Kampidell

page 2 of 3
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22. Photo taken in area between Kampidell and Meltina
23. Meltina brochure

24 - 31. Photos for Meltina
32. Copy of map utilized for route survey

L C] ' s
Ml Agent, NCISFO Naples, Italy
I0S, NCISRA Sigonella, Italy

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE: NCISRA NAPLES, ITALY

AGENT’S NOTE: Original enclosures 1, 2, 23, 32, were forwarded
directly to the Marine Trial Counsel, Camp LeJeune,
NC, for trial purposes. Due to the exigent
nature of the material, the enclosures were
forwarded prior to being photocopied.
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN:  15APR98-0023-0036-7THMS

ENCLOSURE 3

B . D EI

97/98 Sarntal

SKIGEBIET /| CENTRO SCIIST I570-2460m
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO

CCN:

MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
15APR98-0023-0036-7THMS

ENCLOSURE l:
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

ENCLOSURE 5

P —— T
_ SKIGEBIET

SARNTAL-SUDTIROL - 1570-2460 m

SESSELLIFT - SEGGIOVIA
REINSWALD/PFNATSCH

SKILIFT SATTELE
SKILIFT PFNATSCH
SKILIFT ANGER

PISTEN:

LEICHT-FACILE
MITTELSCHWER-IMPEGNATIVA
RODELBAHN-PISTA-SLITTINI

BESCHNEIUNGSANLAGE
IMPIANT! DI INNEVAMENTO ARTIFICIALE

L

@ Raiffeisen. Die Bank.
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

ENCLOSURE 6
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

ENCLOSURE 7

e

DURNMOLZ HALDURNA
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
' MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

ENCLOSURE 8
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TITLE: UMARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

ENCLOSURE (1
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

ENcLOSURE_ | O
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TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

ENCLOSURE l '
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321922 12:01 19991119 IN:T2 #41873 OUT:0023-7H #9417 1~3D- q63g
RETRANSMIT OF (23HQ’S 05.51878 DATED 12:11 11/19/9.
MSQ 321922)

U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

ACTION/LEAD SHEET (CHANGE) 18NOV99

DEATH (I) CONTROL: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

COMMAND /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/20100

MADE AT/0023B1/NCISHO|NCEBONOOCHE SPECIAL AGENT

REFERENCE

(A) CALE ALS/11AUG99/I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE
TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

(B) 0023 ALS(OPEN) /15APR99

CASE SUMMARY

1. Reference (A) more than adequately summarizes NCIS specific
phase investigative assistance provided Command in support of
military justice processes related to the alleged misconduct of
the above-named crew of a U.S. Marine EA6B Prowler over
Cavalese, Italy on O03FEB98 resulting in the deaths of twenty
people.

2. Since Ref (B) did not set forth a specific lead for which an
ALS (RUC) would be necessary, the document type represented by
Ref (A) would more appropriately be identified as an
Investigative Summary Report (Pending).

ACTION
A.DIST...Change document type of Ref (A) to read INVESTIGATIVE V//

SUMMARY REPORT (PENDING) . . s
Conoclod in Cllws.

DISTRIBUTION
NCISHQ: 0023
ACTION: 0023/EUNA/CALE

PAGE 1 LASEIs )(7)(C)

WARNING

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
000241 HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BF DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(Si CONCERNED WITHOLUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.




219624 15:21 19990910 IN:T2 #37653 OUT:0023-7H #8388
RETRANSMIT OF (23HQ’S 05.1540 DATED 07:16 09/13/99.
MSQ 219624)

U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

ACTION/LEAD SHEET (CHANGE) 09SEP99
DEATH (I) CONTROL: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

COMMAND/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/20100

MADE AT/0023B1/NCISHQ [NCEIDONOMEN SPECIAL AGENT

REFERENCE
(A) 0023 FILE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE
AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS/CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

CASE SUMMARY

1. For retention and retrieval purposes, it has been determined
e JEER
to the NI Title of this 1nvestigation.

ACTION

A.DIST...Add Subjects and Co-Subjects identified above to the
NI Title of this investigation.

DISTRIBUTION
NCISHQ: 0023
ACTION: 0023/EUNA/CALE

////CORRECTED COPY/////

—FOR—OFFICIAL—USEONEY-
PAGE 1 LASEs B "))

WARNING

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
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U.8« NAVAL: CRIMINAT INVE SYIE ARIVESERVICE #38974

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY REPORT (PENDING) 11AUG99
DEATH (I) CONTROL: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS

COMMAND/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/20100

—MADE - AT/CALE/CAMP LEJEUNE, NC SPECIAL AGENT

REFERENCE
(A) 0023 ALS (PENDING)/01MAYS9SS8

CASE SUMMARY

1. Reference (A) tasked CALE to provide investigative assistance
to the trial counsels assigned to prosecute the four Marine Corps
Aviators involved in the EA6B Prowler aircraft mishap, which
occurred on 03Feb98 near Cavalese, Italy. The mishap involved
the aircraft severing a gondola cable resulting in the death of
twenty civilians from various European countries who were aboard
the system at the time of the mishap. The accused included
Captain
Captain
Captain
and Captain
7N(@xhibits (1) through (267) detail investigative efforts
provided by EUNA, CALE, and other NCIS offices who responded to
taskings from CALE. Additional taskings will be reported via
separate correspondence from EUNA, as some of EUNA's
investigative assistance was not routed via CALE due to exigency,
and went directly to trial counsels.

2. All four of the accused went to Article 32 hearings for
various charges relating to the mishap. Only Captaimh(@)nd
captain[iCERONO@MEN hearings resulted in General Court Martial
proceedings. Captaing wgs charged with Article 92
(Dereliction of Duty), Article 108 (Destruction of Military
Property), Article 109 (Wasting or Spoiling Non-military
Property), and Article 119 (Involuntary Manslaughter), all of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ). Captain was found
not-guilty of all charges and specifications by a jury of his
peers. However, in a separate trial at a later date he was found
guilty of Article 133 (Obstructing Justice/Conspiracy to Obstruct
Justice) of the UCMJ, which related to his involvement in
concealing/destroying evidence in the case. He was sentenced to
six months confinement, total forfeitures, and dismissal from the
UsSMC. Captain_pled guilty and was found guilty of the
same charges under Article 133, which resulted in his dismissal
from the USMC.

3. Much of the evidence in this case has been properly disposed
of at the request of trial counsel. However, some of the
WARNING
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15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS 11AUGS9S

I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL

evidence will be maintained at CALE until appeal periods have

expired before disposal.

Fingerprints for Captaiwi myve

i nd forwarded to the FBI documenting his

conviction.

Captain [[CEDGMBIAE who is currently on appellate

leave, has refused to provide his fingerprints on the advice of

counsel,
to provide same.

and efforts are ongoing via the USMC to have him ordered
In addition to exhibits (1)

through (267), six

boxes of documents and materials are being forwarded to NCISHQ

for retention.
exhibits;

by EUNA and include tasking control sheets,
many completed taskings;

They include:
Box 2 of 6:
as much of EUNA's original case notes;
documents from the related JAGMAN investigation;

Box 1 of 6: CALE ALS (RUC) with
All of CALE's original case notes as well
Box 3 of 6: Copies of
Box 4 of 6:

various records of accused as well as a copy of Captain

ydiary; Box

S of 6: Binders A and B which were created
synopsis sheets, and

and Box 6 of 6: Various photographs,

slides, VHS tapes, HI-8 tapes, and CD ROM's depicting still and
video images. Investigative lead taskings at CALE have been
completed.

EXHIBITS

(1)

IA: INTERVIEW OF —osApRss. .. (CopPY

23B1/CALE ONLY)

(2)  1A:INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN [INCEECIECH 0S8APROS . .
(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

(3) 1A: INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN [NCEECIEMCI 08APROS. . .
(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

(4) IA:INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN
O9APRSS. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

(5) IA:INTERVIEW OF MAJ 09APR98. .. (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

(6)  1a:INTERVIEW OF cAPT [[CECIOMCEN 0 5APRSS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

(7)  1A:INTERVIEW OF cAPTAIN [[NCEOCHOCHI 1 52APROS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

(8)  IA:INTERVIEW OF CAPT [JINCEDGHIOCHEN 1 6APRSS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

(9) IA:INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN [INCERCIEMCE 1 sAPRSS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

(10) 1IA:INTERVIEW OF 1STLT [[INCEO NG 1 sAPROS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

(11) 1A:INTERVIEW OF cAPTAIN [[JCEEEIEMCI 1 72APRoS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

(12) 1A:INTERVIEW OF CAPT [ NCEOONOCI 1 7APROS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

(13) IA:RECEIPT OF AVIATOR TRAINING JACKET SUMMARY CARDS/17APR98

... (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
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'(14)

(15)

IA:INQUIRIES WITH THE MISSISSIPPI DPS/20APR98... (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
IA:ACQUISITION OF FLIGHT TRAINING RECORDS/20APR98... (COPY

Y
U3 NAYAL CRIVIRNT INY EREGARIR SERVICE  cory 23m1/cass

ONLY)
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v (17)
b/(18)
(19)

(20)
(21)

<

(22)
(23)

(24)

(25)

< S < s

(26)
(27)
(28)
(29)
(30)

(31)

~ < N <

(32)
(33)
v (34)
v (35)

(36)

<

(37)
(38)

AN

IA:REVIEW OF TURNOVER BINDER AT VMAQ-4/22APR98... (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

IA:ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW COL [IICEENEEEE USAF/22APROS. ..
(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

sTATEMENT OF [NCECHEICHNY 23APRSS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

STATEMENT OF ﬂ%. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
STATEMENT OF CAPT 23APR98. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

STATEMENT OF 23APR98. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
STATEMENT OF SSGT 23APR98. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW - COL [lCSIDGCNOME > 3APROS . . .
(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH coL [IIINCEBENB@EN 23APRSS. . .
(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

IA: INFORMATION FROM IDENTITY PROTECTED WITNESS/23APR9S. ..
(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW - CAPT [[NCEOONOICHN/ 23APROS . . .
(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

STATEMENT OF LT [NCEIBICHBIAGH 24APROS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

STATEMENT OF LT [JNCEIDONOIOEN 2>4APROS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

STATEMENT OF TSGT]NCEIBIOMONOE)Y 24APRYS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW - LTCOC BOMBY ¥@APRSS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW - COLNCIEIBICHMBNAE 24APROS . . . (COPY

23B1/CALE ONLY)

1a:RESULTS OF coNTacT witH [ RceheiomC

GRANERO/24APR98 ... (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

IA:RECEIPT OF TELEPHONE TOLL RECORDS/24APR9S. .. (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

STATEMENT OF LT [JNCEIDGNOMEHE 25APRO8 . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

sTATEMENT OF SRA|JINCEIOCNOCHN 2SAPRSS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

STATEMENT OF-/z SAPR98. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
STATEMENT OF 25APR98. .. (COPY 23B1/CRLFRQING)

000245 CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
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or rcrL JIESBOIBMEN 25APROS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE

U.S. NAYAL CRIMINAL INV
v’ OF LCPL SAPR9S. .. (COPY

\ (39) STATEMENT
ONLY)
‘/140)
(41) STATEMENT
23B1/CALE
v (42) STATEMENT
ONLY)
V/(43) STATEMENT
\ (44) STATEMENT
ONLY)
« (45) STATEMENT
ONLY)

ONLY)
oF cprL ICEBENB@EH 25APRS8 - - - (COPY 23B1/CALE
(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

OF 25APR9S8. ..
OF LCPL 25APR98. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE

oF cprL NCEBENEEEN 25APROS - - - (COPY 23B1/CALE
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v (46) STATEMENT OF ‘APRSB. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

V (47) STATEMENT OF LCPL 25APR9S8. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

v’ (48) STATEMENT OF cpPL [INCEIDIGHBMEHE 25APROS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

v (49) STATEMENT orFNCEIDGNBIEN 25APROS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

v (50) STATEMENT OF scT [NCEDGNBe) 25APROS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

v (51) STATEMENT OF [NCEIBGNBRE 25APRO8. . . (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

v (52) STATEMENT OF INCEHENO@@EN 25APRI8 . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

\  (53) IA:COLLECTION OF EVIDENCE/25APR98...(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

W’ (54) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (LCPRISKDIGMBND R SAPROS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

v (55) IA:INTERVIEW OF|jNCEIBCNOIOCHEN 25APROS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

L~ (56) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (LCHc SBIEMBN25APROS. .. (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

\~ (57) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH CPLNCISIBIGNBMCINN >5APRS 8
... (coPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

y~ (58) IA:ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROWSIBGMBNZERAPROS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

v (59) STATEMENT OF [HCEIDENBMEN 2 sAPRSS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

\, (60) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH LCPL 26APR98
... (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

 (61) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (CPL (CSIBIGMBIR; 26APROS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

. (62) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (CPL [NCEIBIGMBIME)/ 26APROS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

. (83) STATEMENT OF [INCEIBENBE@EN 27APROS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

., (64) STATEMENT OF SSGT FEEEENE@E) > 7APRO8 . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

v (65) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH crL [ICEDEIEEEEN 272PRSS
... (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

\ (66) IA:CONTACT WITH ITALIAN AIR FORCE HEADQUARTERSyARNYG ITALY
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\/(67)

REGARDING EXISTENCE OF ATC PADOVA FIGHT RADIO
COMMUNICATIONS FOR 03FEB98/27APR98... (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (NOJIBIGHB72JAPRO8. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE

S, NAVALERIMINAL INYES TG AT E G ey -7 »exs0

vV (68)
\V (69)
i/ (70)

(71)

o (72)

... (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

IA:ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM [CEIDIONBIB®)2 7APRSS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

IA:ACQUISITION OF DOCUMENTS FROM MAJOR [INCEIDIONOICN
USAF/27APR98. . . (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

IA:RECEIPT OF JAGMAN FOR A-6E MISHAP IN SAUDI

ARABIA/27APR98 ... (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
STATEMENT OF SRA INCEBENB@EN 2sAPRO8. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

V(73) STATEMENT OF 28APR98. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
STATEMENT OF 28APR98... (COPY 23B1l/CALE

Vv (75)

\/(76)

ONLY)
STATEMENT OF MAJ _28APR98. .. (CcopY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)

sTATEMENT OF [IINCERCIOMCI 2 8APRSS . . . (COPY 23B1/CALE

—FOoR—OFFICTALTYSE—ONEY-

PAGE
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ONLY)
\/ (77) STATEMENT OF 28APR9S. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
(78) IA:INTERVIEW OF SSGT USMC/28APR9S. . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
(79) IA:INTERVIEW OF GyscT RSOGO >sAPROS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
(80) IA:INTERVIEW OF SGT [[INCEOCNOIICHI 2 8APROS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
(81) 1IA:INTERVIEW OF LCPL [[IINCEOCHOOCHI USMC/28APRSS . . .
(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
(82) IA:INTERVIEW OF LCPL [IINCEIBENB@EIN Usvc/28APRIS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
(83) IA:INTERVIEW OF sSGT [JHCEIDGNBGN USMC/28APRIS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
(84) 1A:INTERVIEW OF LCPL|IINCEOCIOCI 2 APRSS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
(85) MEMORANDUM FROM [IICEBCHEMCHEE REGARDING RESUME, RADAR
ALTIMETER TEST PROCEDURES/28APR9S... (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
v/ (86) IA:REVIEW OF COMPUTER BRIEF PRESENTATION/28APR9S... (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
Vv (87) IA:RECEIPT OF AVIANO AIR BASE ITALY FIRE ALARM
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER LOG FOR O3FEB98/28APRYS. ..
(COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
(88) STATEMENT OF-29APR98. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
(89) STATEMENT OF 29APR9S. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)
v/ (90) STATEMENT OF COL [NCEIBCHBEN 2 5APRSS . . . (COPY AR RAGREE
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ONLY)

v (91) STATEMENT OF SRA [ICEOENEMEHE 2°APRO8. . . (COPY 23B1/CALE
ONLY)
it sznAvxtTgmmﬁﬁiﬁmﬁﬁ%‘i?ﬁ - (COPY 23BL/CALE
v (93) IA:ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM COUISIDIGMBI@DAPRYS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
/ (94) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW - AVIANO SKI CLUB/29APR98... (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
(95) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (MAZEIBIGHBN YQO9APRIS. .. (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)
. (96) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (MASJEIBIGMBIE(S 9APRYS . . . (COPY

23B1/CALE ONLY)
\/ (97) IA:RESULTS OF RECEIPT OF MILITARY RULE OF EVIDENCE

902 (3)/29APR98. .. (COPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

/ (98) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW OF LucJGNBJ@@APROS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY) -

/ (99) IA:RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (LCPNEIBIOMBIS SAPRIS . . . (COPY

23B1/CALE ONLY)

(100) TA:INTERVIEW OF LT NNCSOONOMONNNN USMC/29APRIS .

(CopPY 23B1/CALE ONLY)

(101) IA:INTERVIEW OF cPL [CEOCHOIDCHEN 2APRSS . . . (COPY
23B1/CALE ONLY)

(102) 1A:INTERVIEW OF CPL [ CEICNOICHN USMC/ 29APRYS . . . (COPY
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF [NCEBCRO

On 06Apr98, Ms was interviewed at her place of

work regarding her relatlonship with and knowledge of Captain
N i icated she had coour BRI -

little over two years, and had been

Regarding her knowledge of the aircraft mishap involving CapaiBIeMEBE")C)
as the mishap pilot in Italw yimdicated she had no knowledge
of the incident ax§iBEMBINed not discussed it with her.nc
said shortly after she learned of the mishap she e-mailsd
a Marine Corps e-mail address just to check on his welfare.n
saint EB@MBI responded stating he was OK, but he could not

the mishap with her. N ¥aid she had been watchinmc)
apartment while he was gone, and sometime in late Feb98 the
apartment was broken into and items were stolen.N aid she
communicated with him a great deal over the e-mail system, but most
of the c ications had to do with the break-in. In earlier
e—mailmM)@ml-mad mentioned his F-18 transition, and
was very excited about this.

When asked how Capiel eted since his returnC_)d:ndicated
he was acting differently than before, and was upset about the
whole incidentn )@pined the incident and the subsequent USMC
inquiry were not handled as well as they could have been.n~c|EHBIGIOND)©)
said ¥as not a daredevil or thrill seeker, and the incident
definitely was not the result of anything intentional omndiEHBNCINBIAC)
part.nc yeépid the first time she actually spoke on the phone
witie gfiter the incident was 14Feb98 (Valentines Day), and
7ddd not discuss the mishap.

NN said after the incident she was contacted by local news
persons requesting an interview which she did not grant.
was unable to determine how the news people got her name." ()
m@s_)but still had a close friendship wikls )D(C)
whose name wasci (»FI), and lived somewhere in
Southern Californian )gald up until this pointEiBENEGN@s not
shared any information from the incident with her. '

N-(@)aid during the time she has knowncEiB@MON)e has never
discussed much of his work with her.ncEiBGHBE e 2d JBEMBL1ed never
shown her any photographs or videos which were taken while in
flight.
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN [NCEBCNOC
On 08Apr9s8, Captain_ was interviewed at the

NCIS office at MCAS Cherry Point, NC regarding his knowledge of
specific information relative to this investigation and general
background and procedural information from his squadron. Captain

ncEBENBl)ics a EA6B pilot with VMAQ-2, and has a secondary job in the
squadron as the airframes officer.

Nc-)(d:)ndicated he had flown route AV047, the mishap route, once
during the most recent deployment of his squadron to Aviano, Italy
on a date of 10Dec97. Nc“)(tndicated he had flown this route

twice during his squadrons previous deployment during Mar96-Sep96.

)ytndicated this was a popular route to fly primarily due to
the terrain features and scenery N )y6pid because he and Capt

ncSiBOmBI were both pilots, he would not have flown with him, but

indicated he had flown with both Captain and Captain

ncIEIBGMBN ec3 ECMO’s in flights he had piloted. ncEiBONBE)©21id he had
never flown with Captain

N

N_(W)as asked to explain what is involved in planning and
briefing a flight and did so ~JEkBioMBEN©s1d normally charts would be
located and reference would be made to general planning books along
with referring tondEIBIOMBGiocuments. From these longitude,
latitude, bearing, and distance would be determined.migsaid
the brief could be given by the pilot or an ECMO who was also a
mission commander, but the pilot was always the aircraft commander.
During the brief the ©briefer would talk about general
administration of the flight and would give a big picture or
overall of the mission, then the individual legs along the route
would be briefed along with minimum altitudes. Nch)(@aid
typically you would brief minimum altitudes during the brief, and
sometimes certain flights would have a window for minimum altitudes
between for instance 500-3000 ft AGL. ncElBlOMOEcndicated when he
flew AV047 on 10Dec98, 1000 ft AGL was briefed.

NC_)(Q)ndicated his responsibilities as pilot were primarily
airspeed, altitude, and terrain clearance, and ECMOl’s primary
responsibilities were navigation. However, the pilot and ECMO
backed each other up on their duties, as they generally have the
same instruments available to them. ncElBEBBs2id the crew members
in positions ECMO2 and ECMO3 have Mean Sea Level (MSL) altimeter as
well as a speed and attitude indicator available to them.NcIEKBIGIBND )
indicated there is a term used among crew members called "knock it
off" or "comfort level". nElBIOMBENERid this simply means if the
aircraft is doing something unauthorized or simply that makes any
member of the crew uncomfortable, the pilot is supposed to make
adjustments to return things to a more suitable condition.
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When asked what a knee board is used fomc_)(caaid it was
something to write on that also had information on it like heading,
radio frequencies, etc.NC_)Said he had never seen 2000 ft AGL
on any of the knee board cards, and said he would not know that
this would be interpreted as an altitude restriction if he had seen
it . ncEiBElBl)c2id he had never seen anything about a 2000 ft AGL
altitude restriction until after the mishap when Majon_(@ad
asked him about it and had shown him a document where the
restriction was listed. ~JEiDiOMBEESEid his understanding of the
altitude restrictions was that it was 1000 ft AGL, and this was
based on an order put out by ColNEEIDOMBMICXNFI) which stated
aircraft not equipped with the Heads Up Display (HUD) could not fly
below this altitude .N“)é-‘aid he recalled a southern leg of the
AV047 route had and altitude restriction in places of 4000 ft AGL
due to it being a noise sensitive area.

Nc-(w;as asked to explain his understanding of the term "cross-
compartment" as it related to aviation and did so.ndEiBENOE©aid
this simply meant moving your aircraft from one side of an elevated
terrain feature to the other side.

NSl whs asked if he attended flight school with any members of
the mishai crew and indicated although not in the same classes,

Captaine "as slightly behind him at both Pensacola, FL and
Meridian, MS.

NcEIBOIBl s asked to describe LtCot/SiBIGMBI e the commanding officer
(CO) of his squadron and indicated the CO was very much an
attention to details person who often micro manages things within
the squadron to include briefs before flight right down to weather
information and routes.ndElBEMBERid the CO was very conservative
and by the book.ncEBENEHexid LtColBlBemeN) e©xecutive officer (XO)
was very much the same and he described him as being a straight
arrow and by the book.

nCEIBOIB <2 1d he was just coming into the squadron ready room when he
heard about the mishap. NCIi)((‘&aid because of his job as
airframes officer he was involved in getting over to the aircraft
to assess damage initially and did not have any contact with the
mishap crew.NC_)said he eventually got over to the ready room
where most if not all the squadron officers who had not alread
returned to Cherry Point on advance party had gathered. NC‘)(G)
said he did not have any direct contact with any of the air crew
and did not hear anyone saying anything about the radalt
malfunctioning.Nci)(said he observed people just involved in
consoling the air crew. N )®aid although he did not have
direct communication with the air crew he heard that CaptainSIBIGIBN")©)
had indicated he came over a ridge line and saw a cable in front of
him that he thought would take his head off, so he tried to fly
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under the cable. NC-)(S)aid he heard this from a number of
people, but he was unsure who specifically, but again said he had
no direct communication with any member of the air crew about the
specific mishap.

NIENBEM <2 id he had read the DG binder when he first got to Aviano,
but had not referred to it since then. NJEIDON@@E:id he did not
remember being at an All Officers Meeting (AOM) when Captaxas/iBIEHB(7)C)
held up the binder and pointed out that there was new information
which all the aviators needed to become familiar with.

NC_)W&S asked how long it would or should take for an air crew
to declare an emergency of the magnitude of this mishap.Nc-)(C)
said in and emergency the order of business is to aviate, navigate,
and communicate.N ¥aid this should not take a long period of
time, and probably not more than 4-5 minutes maximum if they were
high enough for line of sight communications. NndSIBERBDcrid they
were only approximately 60 miles from Aviano when the mishap
occurred, so probably not much more than 10 minutes away depending
on air speed.

NCW he had heard about CaptaicfiBERBlt®ing "yelled at" by

Lt Caiti @od MajongElblomecrr making a low transition, but said
he did not know any specifics about it or whether it was justified
or not.

N(_(W)as asked about why a video came have been located
in the cockpit of the mishap aircraft.NC )€arid it would have
been to videotape the low level route. N ®alid he had
knowledge the video camera belonged to Captainw 7@nd Captain

NC-we)nted it back.

nIEBEIBErid low level routes are normally flown at 420 knots, but
if the timing on the route gets behind the speed may be increased
to make up time. When asked how he thought this mishap might have
happened, and why the aircraft may have been so low ncEiBlEHEN)Esid
there was an optical illusion coming into the valley which made you
appear to be higher which may have been part of the problem.

NCI-7)(Cﬁe1ated an incident when Captail y@as piloting a
mission flight into Bosnia, and Captain as his ECMO1l and
had iotten disoriented and lost.Nc YER INTI ma)d "chewed-

out" ecauge he felt it may cause him some problems in his
F-18 transition. NC-@aiNi:IﬂDms considered a very good
pilot and was probably considered the best according to the ECMO’s.

NC )&aid Captain_was very conscientious and by the
book .NC ¥21d he had flown with_about 3 weeks prior

to the incident, and due to the facty wtad been out of the
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cockpit for a while, was restricted to a one mile visibility
restriction.N aid would not break the rules even
though the wvisibility was only 1/8 of a mile less than the
restriction.

Regarding a radalt problemcElBoloNced experienced in the mishap
aircraft the morning prior to the mishapycEiBielBE)Esrid the radalt
had alarmed while they were at high altitude during the flight so
he simply turned it off .nJElDEMBEs3id he checked out the radalt at
the altitudes where it is designed to work while on their approach,
and the radalt worked fine.Nch)g:aid because it worked fine on
the approach he did not "gripe" the radalt. ndEiDEBOEerid he had
heard there was a problem with the radalt in a flight 1-2 weeks
earlier while Captaial ¥as flying the aircraft.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
EMPLOYMENT: Captain, USMC, VMAQ-2, MCAS Cherry Point, NC
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN[NCSBCNOC

On 08Apr98, Captain_ USMC, was interviewed
regarding his knowledge of this incident and other relative
procedural information in his squadron. Captain is an
Electronic Countermeasures Officer (ECMO) in VMAQ-2, and also
serves as the ground training officer for the squadron.

NCEDEMBcE2id the only member of the mishap crew he attended any
aviation related formal training with was Captain

saict BiDEMBN vwrs actually 1-2 months ahead of him in a training
cycle, and he had very limited contact with him. |CEIBIGNOGE)
indicated he had flown with all the mishap crew except Capt
ICEBENBEE) and had specifically flown as ECMOl several times with

Capic {iBEMBIHes the pilot. NEEIOEMGRAIcdescribed the ECMOl job as
primarily being the navigator and backing up the pilot.

N-Ca:onfirmed he did have knowledge there was a 2000 ft AGL

restriction on local area flying in Italy, and assumed everyone
else also knew this. r‘specificalli remembered Lt Cot /IO C)

asking him, "Did you read the binder?" paid he answered
in the affirmative, and this is why he thought Lt Cot SBENOI Hexd read
the binder, and was also aware of the restriction. NEEKOIGMBNAICEa1id
he had felt LtColcEiBoMBN)end others had properly briefed the
altitude restriction during briefings for the mishap low level
route when he had flown it. However, since the mishap he has
spoken with other crew members who say they briefed 1000 ft AGL,
and\CEIBONBIcs21id he might be mistaken.

'_Clésaid he did remember someone holdini up the black binder

at an All Officers Meeting (AOM). C)said he did not
specifically remember who held it up, but it was mentioned that
everyone needed to read because there was new information.
NCEDEIB@Ic) said he did not remember altitude restrictions
specifically being mentioned.

When asked what the term "cross-compartment" meant in relation to
aviation he said his understanding was this meant when you fly from
one side of elevated terrain into lower terrain on the other side.

NEEIBEIB@Irad no knowledge of a "low-transition" CapcEiBlEMBINEd made
while taking off a week or two prior to the mishap flight.
NCEIBIGIBMIcwas asked about a mission he had flown as EC ith
nci§iBeMBIwhere it had been reported by CaptainciSIBIOMBNNIaNT ad
"chewed out" -because he felt mistakes might
endanger his F-18 transition. rwg an AOR flight
he made some navigational mistakes and for a brief period they were

lost in the AOR. N osaidc BBl 4Hd speak to him in the
debrief of the flight about the mistakes, but it was all

WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS

m%31 OF 2 HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.




U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

professional and he did not take it personal.

I_Cssaid he was in the ready room after the mishap. NCEIDIGIBERIC)

did not remember everyone who was in the read room, but
specifically Caplt:l-%(ﬁ)d three members of VMAQ-4. aid
he did not speak directly with any of the mishap crew, but did hear
someone saying something about running into wires, and someone
should call wup there cause someone might have gotten hurt.
Baid he could not be certain, but felt it wa\@l_m@id
REEBENB@E who were speaking about hitting the wires.

)said he had flown the mishap route several times and
although he was not specifically aware of the cable car system
where the mishap occurred, it was common knowledge this area had
skiing areas, and he had seem ski lifts in the general area along
this route.

_cwas not asked to make a sworn statement since he had
previously provided a statement to NCIS and he indicated nothing
had changed from his previous statement.
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN MICHAEL[NCS BN

On 09Apr98, Captain NNCEOEIODONIN 2 interviewed at
the NCIS office at MCAS Cherry Point, NC regarding his knowledge of
specific information relative to this investigation and general
background and procedural information from his squadron. Captain
h is a EA6B pilot with VMAQ-2, and has s secondary job
in the squadron as the power lines officer in maintenance.

_ said he had flown one low level flight on his
squadrons most recent deployment and possibly a second one. This

was on the mishap route, AV047. He said he had also flown at least
one low level on the previous deployment to Aviano during Mar96-
Sep96. INCEDENB@E@N said he recalled completing all the low levels
with no areas where he was forced to climb to avoid weather
problems, and the routes were completed with no problems that he
recalled.

_said he had flown with all the mishap crew members on
occasion with the exception of Capt —) He said the only
time he recalled CW?&(Qtually flying in his aircraft was on
an occasion whenel ¥®ad in the back seat as a passenger on a
cross country flight. However, he indicate flown numerous
times wimﬁlhn@; his wing-man and he amﬂ(@ing—man. He
said he also had contact witk§BIGMBI#t the EA6B training squadron
at Whidbey Island.

Regarding Captain [[NCCOCHOMCHI s2id he had served as
his ECMOl1l a number of times and also as in other ECMO positions.
He said he was a very professional and well rounded officer. He
said he had never experienced any problems with him and considered
him one of the more knowledgeable and experienced ECMO’s. He said
he was always planning well ahead of the aircraft.

_ described CaptaiN@lE-Géi@) a young ECMO who was very

tenacious about his job. He saitEiBElBllies performed well as his
ECMO1l and he has not had any problems, but has a lot to learn.

_ was asked to explain the planning and briefing he
would got through on a standard low level training mission and did

so. He said he would go to the publications and get all the
pertinent data regarding longitudes/latitudes/altitude
restrictions/etc. He said he would copy and cut out a TPC chart
and would then plot by hand or load into a computer everything on
the chart. He said he would them utilize a chart update manual
(CHUM) to chum any new obstructions not previously charted. He
said he had never ran across an instance where an obstruction was
not on a chart or included in a CHUM. He said it would be the
pilot or ECMOl’'s responsibility to do these steps prior to flying
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a route, and briefing the flight to the crew.

Regarding knee boards, _ said a pilot may or may not
utilize them. He said he often will have them with just blank

paper to write things on like radio frequencies, or perhaps with a
navigation card which would include things 1like headings,
altitudes, and speed of the flight. He said ECMOl and back-seaters
normally do have knee boards to write things on. He said a "knee
board card" would normally have information on it like headings,
altitudes, distance, and fuel consumption data. When asked
specifically what it would mean to him if he saw 2000 ft AGL
written or printed on a knee board card he said he did not know for
sure but it could mean an altitude restriction or it could just be
an altitude to fly at for fuel planning purposes.
Regarding the last low level flight he had on AV047 with Captain
s ECMO1 and Captai 7 ECMO2, salid he
likely would have planned and briefed this flight since Captain
i}was such a junior and inexperienced ECMO. He said he was
not sure what minimum altitude he briefed the flight at, but would
have briefed it at whatever level the publications he had available
to him said it was to be flown at, and would have flown it this
way. When it was pointed out Captain \NCIDGMOICLndicated it was
briefed at 2000 ft AGL, i said if he briefed 2000 ft AGL
it either came out of a publication, or he briefed this level due
to his own personal knowledge of ski areas throughout the route.
He explained that as a skier himself he did not like to be startled
or scared by an aircraft popping over a ridge.

Regarding the DG binder, [HCEDGNOMEHE said it contained -)

information dealing with the actual mission over Bosnia, and had
very little information on local stuff in the Aviano area. He said
he thought it was required reading once a month, but was not sure
if it was included as read and initial information. He said it was
required reading for anyone who flew Deliberate Guard missions.
When asked what his understanding of the term "cross-compartment"
was as related to aviation he said he was unfamiliar with this
term. He said he was familiar with "cross-checking" which involved
scanning instruments in the aircraft, but said "cross-compartment"
was a new term to him.

When asked to describe the commanding officer (CO) Lth\]CI-7)(C)

described him as the most safety minded individual he
knew. He saj[\@l_mxas always on the conservative side and was
very by the book regarding all aspects of flight. He said the
executive officer (X0O) LtCakl ™m@s very much the same as the
CO. He described the operations officer 0) . MajnEBiBeRbI©S
beimlglim@jained and exactly the same a&)(CHe said he had
never met a more passionate person about his job. He said there

WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
m%Gz OF 4 HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.




U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

were probably not any other Marines in aviation as "anal" as LtCol
NCim) Made(d)n making sure that all the crews were well
prepared for any assignment as it related to training and
procedures. He said they were very exacting in making sure

everyone does what they should be doing through all phases of
flight from scheduling-briefing-execution, and debrief.

said he considered LtC@QI-m@e most talented pilot
in the command with Major{ElBeMB@©e close second. He said he could
not say who he considered the best ECMO in the command and said he
considered all of them of similar abilities.

said he did not talk U@I-Hi@)r about a month after
the mishap. He said he was on the advance party for the squadron
already back at Cherry Point when the mishap occurred and they
could not even get any information from Aviano initially on the
mishap. _,said he has had contact with all the crew
members since their return, and all are "absolutely crushed". He
said he has not spoken to any of them about the specifics of the

mishap, and has not heard anything they have said about the
incident even second or third hand.

DCEEENBMEN was asked about the normal speeds that low level
training routes are normally flown at and indicated they are
normally planned at 360 or 420 knots. He was asked if it would be
normal for anyone to fly AV047 at 550 knots (alleged speed of
mishap aircraft at time of incident). [IHCEDGENO@MEN said this was
not a speed he would normally fly this route.

_was asked about a low transition that Captail\l@l-7)(0)

may have made about a week prior to the mishap. He said he was
unaware of any of the specifics, but heamli)may have been
counseled about this. He said there may have been circumstances

warranting a low transition for safety.

IEEEEIB@EN was asked about putting an aircraft into a negative
2-G spike at 370 feet at a speed of 550 knots. This is something

some have said or speculated Capxc hed done at or just prior
to impact with the cable system. said this was an
"eye watering thought". He stated it would be just milliseconds

before the aircraft would have impacted with the ground, and did
not think this was possible for the aircraft to survive this.

IRCEEENO@EN said he did not have specific knowledge of the cable
system or ski area where the mishap occurred, but it was common
knowledge there were many ski areas throughout the area. He said
there were so many of them in the Dolamites you have to be very
careful, as fairly often you come across uncharted ski areas and
have to climb to avoid them.
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Regarding the radalt in the EA6B aircraft, [INCISIDIGONOIMENE said he had
experienced bad radalts in the past, but had never had a problem
which caused him any close calls or being closer to the ground than
he needed to be or should be. He said as soon as he noticed a bad
radalt he would climb. He said he was unaware of any complaints
about the radalt in the mishap aircraft prior to the incident, and
said he would immediately "gripe" a bad radalt if he experienced
it.

ICEEENO@EN said he did not recall the specific All Officers
Meeting (AOM) where Captauncs|Biel@meld up the DG binder and told
everyone to read it. He said there were a lot of AOM’s and it was
hard to recall specifics of them.

_described Capta'mnl-m@) a very professional pilot

who was a gifted aviator. He said he took great pride in his
briefs and in flight he was smooth, exacting, and had very good
hands. He said he had never seewn yipt -dog" or "flat-hat",

and had never heard anything about him in this regard.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
EMPLOYMENT: Captain, USMC, VMAQ-2, MCAS Cherry Point, NC

SSAN
DOB: )
POB:

Participating Agent
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF MAJ [NCEBONGMCIN

On O09Apr98, reporting agent and participating agent~EEIBIGINBIDIC)
interviewed MAJ USMC regarding the VMAQ-2 EA6B
Prowler mishap which occurred near Cavalese, Italy on 03Feb98.
This interview was conducted at the request of the USMC Trial
Counsels assigned to this case. d)was interviewed at the
NCISRA Cherry Point office located aboard MCAS Cherry Point, NC.

_) advised he is an Electronic Countermeasures Officer
(ECMO) assigned to VMAQ-2, MAG-14, 2DMAW, MCAS Cherry Point, NC.
He is also the Assistant Aircraft Maintenance Officer (AARMO) for
VMAQ-2. He indicated he has been assigned to VMAQ-2 since July,
1997. Prior to that, he was assigned to VAQ-129 at Whidbey Island,
WA as an instructor at the Navy Replacement Air Group (RAG).

NEEBENB@@ stated on 03Feb98, he was deployed to Aviano, Italy with
VMAQ-2. He advised he flew one low level training flight while
deployed to Aviano, which occurred in approximately Nov97. The
route he flew was AV047. He related on that flight, Capl’cl-me)s
the pilot, he was the ECMO-1 and CaptElB@MOE)«was the ECMO-2 in one
of the back seats. [CEDOMOMEGstated they briefed the comfort level
on that flight at no lower than 1000’ AGL.

_)indicated at one time or another, he had flown with all
four of the aircrew involved in the mishap. He believed he flew
three Deliberate Guard (DG) missions over Bosnia with CaptcEiBIONEN)©)
once as ECMO-1 in the front seat, and two as an ECMO in one of the
back seats. [CEIDOBOIAR) did not recall flying witdri Y&t any
other time while deployed to Aviano.

_)describé'@'_'é@) having very good hand-eye coordination
and very good Aircrew Coordination Training skills. He knew§iBIGHBI")C)

as a RAG student, and he described "#® having a verbose and
gregarious personality. ) notedcSiBOMBIwas also very
professional in the aircraft. advised he did not know of
any derogatory information aboutn cflying abilities. He
indicated he had never heard nor witnessedmhn(h)aving any

roblems. )stated he has never seen nor heard of Capt
N0|h7m;er "flat hatting" or displaying any "Cowboy" actions in
flight.

NCEBENBME rc1ated he also flew several times with Capt r
#od

while deployed to Aviano. He noted his flights with Capti
Wﬁll occurred during their training at the RAG, when
)ywas an instructor. )recalled flying a couple

times with each of them, but was certain he never flew any low
level flights with any of the four mishap aircrew. *)
advised he could not recall any of the four mishap aircrew ever
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displaying any unprofessional attitudes in flight.

ydescribed how he would plan for a low level training
flight. He related once he was scheduled for a low level training
flight, he would choose a route, call in and schedule the route
with the scheduling authority, and get a route brief from the
scheduling authority.

REEBENBMEadded he would then make a chart for the route. He noted
in the U.S., he would go to the AP1-B to get information about the
specific route he planned to fly. He explained the AP1-B is an
FAAR publication defining all low level procedures for U.S. low
level training. i)stated in Italy there was no AP1-B, so
the publication he used for low level flights was the Deliberate
Guard Pilot Information Handbook, which was the same thing as the
USAF 551st Squadron Handbook. ystated that publication
contained all of the information necessary for low level flight
procedures.

—)noted there were times he would not have had to make up
a chart for the route, if one was available in the squadron from a
previous flight. 1In that case, [CElDEIOOR)cXplained he would check
the existing chart against the AP1-B or the DG pilot Information

Handbook (depending on where he was) to make sure all of the
information on the existing chart was current and accurate.

NCEBENBME indicated he could also ask other squadron members, who
had previously flown the route he was scheduled to fly, for their
input regarding that route.

Frelated another step in his preparation for a low level
1ght would be to check the CHUM manuals to determine if there
were any recent changes and/or updates to the route, such as new
obstructions. According to *) the charts he used for AV047

had already been CHUM’s on a previous deployment.

)stated after making the chart, he would give a detailed
brief on the route and flight procedures. i)advised either
the pilot or the ECMO-1 normally brief the flight.

CEBENB@E) advised he uses a kneeboard when he flies. He stated he
only writes mission specific information on the kneeboard cards
when necessary. He related he also wrote the call sign for the jet
he was flying on the kneeboard as well.

IEEBEIBE advised the information on the NAVCARD or JETCARD on the
kneeboard 1is not necessarily the restrictions for £flight.
According to NCEIDEGMBIAE the information on the kneéboard could be
for headings, fuel planning, etc. [CEDEIOMEstated if 2000’/ AGL is
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noted on the kneeboards in the mishap crew’s cockpit, he would not
know what that number represents without actually seeing how it
appears on the cards. r_)added, just because 2000’ AGL is
written on the cards doesn’t mean that was the altitude restriction
for their flight.

EEBEIB® stated when flying the low level route AV047, there are
two legs of that route through the mountains that should be briefed
at 2000’ AGL between certain winter months when snow was expected.

was not sure of the exact months, but he believed it was
between October and April.

ICEEENBME stated he was not familiar with the term "Cross
Compartment". He added he did not believe he ever heard it used
before and he advised he did not know what it means.

MEEPEIB@E described LTconEDONBN @s a
\C5 very

Commanding Officer. According to
attentive to details. ﬁppined if LTCORC )ever knew

of any new information pertaining to flying, it was not long before
the squadron knew about it. noted LTCOLEIBEHON»nd MAJ
Nﬂcare the same way.

)added none of them were
negligent in distributing any _information on flying to the
squadron. In turn, according to ) they all expected the
squadron personnel to comply with all of the existing directives

pertaining to their flights.

llb

the book" type of
) LTCO '

NCEBENB@E recalled at the time of the mishap on 03Feb98, he was at
the barber shop. He advised he went to the Maintenance hangar and
it appeared that everyone was in a frenzy. [NCEIDOMONAEindicated he
asked what was going on, and then quickly learned of the mishap.
yremained at the Maintenance hangar because he had to
complete certain maintenance related responsibilities resulting
from the mishap.

-)stated later that night, after dark, he went to the VMAQ-
2 Ready Room to attend an All Officers Meeting (AOM) called by
LTCOL— related the four mishap aircrew were
present. According to [CElBENB@mE LTCoiSBeNBEwsde a few comments
and gave some guldance about how to react to feelings they might

have about the incident. )noted after the AOM, he
returned to the Maintenance hangar.

CEBEIB@E stated he did not have any direct conversation with any
of the mishap aircrew. He noted since the mishap occurred, he has
made a conscious effort to avoid talking to anyone in the sguadron,
including the mishap aircrew, about the incident. dadded
he has also avoided third hand conversations about the incident.

)related [NEEIBEMOIME 1s his current roommate, and he has
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not discussed the mishap with him.

CEEENEE) advised it is not uncommon for pilots and/or ECMO’s to
carry video/still cameras in the aircraft.

FEEEENOME recalled the AOM in Aviano during which CapsEEEBGheld up

a binder and mentioned there were new procedures inside. [CEIDGNODE)
recallsd (8&ying that before they flew their next low level,
they need to read what’s in the binder. [CEIDIONBIAE advised he was
not sure of the date when that AOM occurred. He related there were
several officers there, but he was not sure of specific names.
ould not recall if the members of the mishap crew were
there. )indicated he attended the meeting with MAJ
ncBIBOMBN© According to [CSDONOME all of the officers in the
squadron were expected to be present at AOM’s unless they were
flying or TAD out of the area.

EEEENER)stated low level trainini flights are usually planned at

420 knots or 360 knots. opined if an EA6B Prowler is
flying at 550 knots, that is pretty high up on power, if not at
full power. [CEDENOME added, however, that "Speed is Life",
especially on a low level flight. —)explained the plane
has better maneuvering capabilities at higher speeds.

was not clear how a -2G Spike would have been measured on
the mishap aircraft because he did not think there was a negative
G meter on that aircraft.

NCEBENBME st ated it was common knowledge among the squadron that
there wer ki resorts in the areas where they flew low
levels. %stated he was cautious when he flew AV047
because it was his first time on that route and he was aware of the
ski areas. advised he never specifically saw any cables

and/or cable cars.
al piece of flight
NN - ocod it

no matter how slight a
)noted everyone

described the RADALT as an essenti
equipment, especially on a low level flight.
there was a problem with the RADALT,
discrepancy, it should have been griped.
who flew in the aircraft knew that.

_was asked what he thought might have caused the mishap.
In reply, stated he just did not know what happened to
cause it. )speculated the mishap could have resulted from
"flat hatting, or the plane just got away from the crew." However,
NESBENB@E stated there was no way the aircrew would have been
intentionally trying to fly under or near the cables.

-)provided no additional information pertinent to this
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investigation during this interview.
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPT[NCSBROMCIN

On 09Apr98, reporting agent and participating agent nGEIBICINBNC)
interviewed Capt*USMC regarding the VMAQ-2 EA6B
mishap which occurred near Cavalese, Italy on 03Feb98. This
interview was conducted request of the USMC Trial Counsels

assigned to this caseNc Wwes interviewed at the NCISRA Cherry
Point office located aboard MCAS Cherry Point, NC.

NC-)iCQ an Electronic Countermeasures Officer (ECMO) assigned to
VMAQ-2, MAG-14, 2DMAW, MCAS Cherry Point, NCncEiBOlBl S Weapons &
Tactics Instructor (WTI) qualified.

NC|-7advised he has been assigned to VMAQ-2 since Nov95. He made
the Mar96 - Sep96 deployment to Aviano with VMAQ-2, and he stated
he "flew a handful of low levels" during that period.nciEiBIGIBN e s
unable to recall the exact number of low level flights he made on
that deployment.

ncElDEIBictso made the Aug97 - Sep98 deployment to Aviano with VMAQ-2.
He knew he flew at least one low level training flight, and he was
pretty sure he had flown two of themucEiBElBNspecifically recalled
making a low level training flight on 10Dec97 when LTCO_M&S
ilot NcEiBEBirecalled he was ECMO-1 on that flight, and Capt
was ECMO-2.

NCISIDEIBI I vised that particular low level flight was briefed at 1000’
AGL. He described the pre-flight brief as a "team effort" between
himself, LTCON @nd Capt ) however, he noted Capt

_C)did not say much of anything during the brief.nc )©)

recalled that he used information available in the USAF 3lst

Fighter Wing Pilot Guide to brief that low level flight. He was
certain the flight was briefed at 1000’ AGL due to the existing
rules at the time.nCl ¥tated the entire low level route on

AV047 was briefed at 1000’ AGL, but he believed they may have flown
higher than 1000’ AGL on the first leg of the flight due to poor

weather.

nofiBIOMB)etated he knew that every time he had flown that route
(AV047) he has seen the ski areas. He noted it was common
knowledge that legs 1, 2, 5 and 6 on AV047 all have ski areas.

NC|-7gd:;ated he made the charts for that particular route.

ncEIDOIOI «ivised he was part of the first Marine aircrew to ever fly
the AV047 low level route. He stated he was ECMO-1 on that flight,

which he said occurred in May or June, 1996, when VMAQ-2 was first
deployed to Aviano. He noted the pilot was LTCQOIN Cand the
two other ECMO’s were Capt i)and Capt
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notedl_?)ics now a civilian andl_(cis assigned to VX-9 at
China Lake, CA.

NCé&plained that he used Defense Mapping Agency (DMA) maps of
the area (AV047) which were dated 1992 or 1993. He noted when he
flew AV047 for the first time, he realized the DMA maps he used to
chart the route were not up to date. He recalled navigational
aids, such as towns, were not updated on the DMA maps.

ncElDEIBl xbated after that first flight on AV047, he made comments to
others in the squadron that the maps they were using to chart the
route were “"basically useless because they were not up to
date...they do not show all the towns and ski areas."” However,

ncElDemB ozl ieved all of the vertical obstructions over 400’ - 500’
AGL were noted on the DMA maps.

NCI-7)i<ndicated he got all of his information to make the charts
from the USAF 555 Squadron at Aviano AFB. He said he basically
took 5 of the 555 Sagdrn’s low level routes and charted them. Once
he charted the routes, he went to the CHUM manual to look for
updates. He stated that based on what the USAF CHUM information he
checked, he added three towers on the lst chart he made for AV047,
and marked their altitudes (AGL and MSL) ~ncifiBiGlBI »dvised the USAF
master chart was up to date at the time he made the first chart for
AV047.

NCI-7mivised he had flown with all of the mishap aircrew members
in the past, except ICEIDENBIAE He stated he had flown witim
several times, and many of those times as ECMO-1. He described

N-Cpilot skills as the best in the squadron.NClhﬂmbted
noSBIONBIwas outstanding in tense situations. HE recalledn§EiBIOMORHC
outstanding handling of a "split-flap" situation near Charleston,
SC approximately a year prior to this interview .NciiiBlolBl E»plained
the situation as a bad one, and he recalledcfiBlENBl)@as calm
throughout the emergency.Nu-?)s:tatembl )eas able to get
through the situation without event .cEiBENBN&rated he has never

heard anything derogatory in nature abowr ENS@ENEL)(C)

NCIBBONBN xcivised he had le on maybe half a dozen
occasions. He described as competent, and stated he has
full confidence in his abilities.mminjmdicated he had never
heard any derogatory information about [NCEIDJENBME in the past.

)(©)

nc ElBeNB xe lated he flew withfiBEMBImeybe a few more times than he did
with [NCEBENBE He indicated was new to the squadron, so he
was basically being trained every time he was flying. Nci )(©)
explained that since he was WTI qualified, he was expected to train
the new ECMO’s in the squadronncEiB@lBinoted he had never heard any
derogatory information abousticElBIEHEN)C)
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NCI-7)iCndicated he would take the following steps in preparation
for a low level training flight on route AV047. He noted these
steps are similar to what he did on his last low level flight at
AV047 on 10Dec97. He related as ECMO-1, he was responsible for
navigation. He stated he would obtain a chart for that route,
obtain a Navigation Card, make sure hid fuel information was up to
date and accurate and he could check the weather conditionswﬁ
noted he would not have looked at the CHUM manual for AV047 because
he had created the chart on his first deployment to Aviano .ci§iBIeme)")c)
stated he would review the altitudes for the route on the USAF 31lst
Fighter Wing Pilot Card. He recalled the altitudes listed for low
level training on that publication were 500’ to 2,000’ AGL nciSABIGINBL7)(C)
stated his squadron received the 31lst Fighter Wing Pilot Card when
they arrived in Aviano, and they used the low level altitudes for
their flight planning purposes. HowevemcifiBOMBI noted they never
planned a low level flight below 1000’ AGL because that was the
MAG-14 minimum altitude.

)©)

NCI-M@lated there is no rule that says a kneeboard must be worn
by the aircrew. He described the kneeboard as an aid in the
cockpitnciEiBjelBlodicated the ECMO’s usually wear them because they
are full of informationNCl-m&?)ated some pilots do not wear the
kneeboards because the ECMO’s have all of the information the pilot
needs.

ncifiBOmB) #dvised the TEAMS Card on the kneeboard is a mission planning
aid. He explained it 1is a computer printout for £flight
information. According tocElBGMON)Df 2000’ AGL is on the TEAMS
Card/kneeboard, it could be there for fuel planning purposes and
not an altitude restrictionncEiB@M@ladded it is common practice for
one aircrew to use a chart and/or TEAMS Card from another aircrew,
that Jjust flew the same route, for its own flight planning
purposes.

nc SOOI Ebated he was not familiar with the term "Cross Compartment."

NCI-Y)smated the RADALT should be set at 10% below the minimum
altitude. He advised this is SOP and not an FAA ruleNCI-mC]lso
indicated that it is VMAQ-2 SOP to have an operable RADALT.

nciBiBOMB sbated he did not know about the USAF FCIF-16 until after the
03Feb98 mishap. He also advised that he has never read that
publication.

NCI-}{ila'd not recall the All Officers Meeting at VMAQ-2 when Capt
CJ£>ortedly held up the black Deliberate Guard (DG) binder
containing new information and suggesting that the officers read
it. Howevenc BBl nted when VMAQ-2 first arrivéd at Aviano in
Aug97, the black DG (read binder) contained much information not
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pertinent to the USMC which was left over from the previous
deployment there.

attention to detail and does business "by the book." nai
explained LTCOINEIDIOMO Would go out of his way and make a
painstaking effort to be sure the squadron did things rightnci
indicated the X0, LTCOLEBEHBN) @nd the OPSO, (MAJNﬁ(g:) were
the same type of leaders as LTCOLJEIDEMOM cHe added the XO followed
the rules and paid attention to the SOP, and the OPSO was very
safe.

NCI-7)i¢1dicated he was in the VMAQ-2 Ready Room in Aviano on the

afternoon of 03Feb98. He heard that aircraft 02, the mishap
aircraft, was returning to base with problems .NCl_?));celated he
left the Ready Room and drove over to the Maintenance hangar. He
advised on the way to the Maintenance hangar, the Security Police
held him up for a short time while the plane landed, but he
eventually made it to the plane after getting the all clear from
the crash crewncEif@lBlrelated he was with MAJCEBIONORt the plane.
He noted the mishap crew was already being transported to the Ready
Room, and he had no contact with them after they egressed from the
plane.

nciEBBNBN xtated by the time he returned to the Ready Roomi the mishap

NCI

crew was already at the hospital. According bl yghe first
contact he had with the mishap aircrew after the incident was in
the Ready Room later that night, at about 2000-2100. He recalled

W@s crying. He indicated LTCOUEIBONOMMCRlled an AOM to talk
about the incident ncEiBjElBN #hated he had no conversation with the
mishap aircrew at that time. He added he has not spoken to any of
the mishap aircrew about the accident since it occurred.

no BBl @escribed a “"low transitionNcENDOMBN)@as involved in

ailrspeed and climb out below the 2nd plane NCI
Nﬂ

safet
Ni(ct)hat he had to take that action for safety reasonsNC

approximately one week prior to the mishapwncEiBolBoted he was the
ECMO-1 in*(qblane. Thei were the 3rd plane to take off in a

3 plane formation. He said! 7nfelt the jetwash from the 2nd
plane, which took off in front of themNCisdaatedl_mm to
stay low to avoid the jetwash, then ’side-s ! slightly, gain

E)(d)id not feel

(cmaneuver was unsafe. He recalled thatncElBIONON)Tater
explained to him that he had done it (the low transition) for
reasons . NCIEIBIONON) ok L 1everc )glso may have tol

stated he was not questj by anyone about N
transition, but he recalleg @lling him that heyn
guestioned about it.

NCI-mated that in order to get the EA6B aircraft to 550 knots,

WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
(igﬂ?éé 4 OF 5 HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.

BOEIB @escribed LTCOLNEMBIONBI @s a conservative CO who pays
&7)(0)

()




* U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS

CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

the throttle would have to be down all the way.NC|-mQted 550

knots is just about max speed for that aircraft, and the pilot
would have to know he was going that fast.

NCI-7d®clined to provide a sworn statement, and he did not provide
any additional information pertinent to this investigation during
this interview.

PARTICIPATING AGENT

SA, NCISFO Carolinas, CLNC

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE: NCISFO CAROLINAS
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN [ CE SO

On 15Apr98, Captain

was interviewed at the NCIS
office at MCAS Cherry Polnt, Reporting Agent (RA) and
Participating Agent (PAR) declined to make a sworn
statement, but was asked to come back to the NCIS office on 23Apr98
to review the results of his interview as prepared from notes of PA
and RA. This was to insure things were recorded accuratelyNC|-(7)(C)
reviewed the original and was desirous of making changes to the
report. RA allowedJBJEl# (o make pen changes to the original and
prepared a new version of the same document, enclosure (1)
ertains Enclosure (2) is the original document with Captain
NC|ip©n changes. Some of the changes were minor clarifications,
but other deletions or changes were becausedBoB@@ci not like the
way it sounded, not because it had not been said or was not true.
NC|i(w@s asked to sign each page of enclosure (1) just to indicate
he had reviewed it and was 1in agreement with the content.

b

ENCLOSURES:

(1). IA: Interview of Capicis [BHGHEPI3
(2). Original IA of interview of Capi@id 1BXPF98

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
EMPLOYMENT: Captain, USMC, VMAQ-2, MCAS Cherry Point, NC

SSA
DOB:
POB:

Participating Agent
ﬂ SA, NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC

REPORTED BY:

OFFICE: NCISFO Carolinas
DATE TYPED: 27APR98 -
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN [ INCEIONO 0
On 15Apr98, Captain [INCEBENOMENN was interviewed at the NCIS

office at MCAS Cherry Point, NC regarding his knowledge of specific
information relative to this investigation and general background
and procedural information from his squadron. CaptatssBEE®AE an
Electronic Countermeasures Officer (ECMO) with VMAQ-2, and has a
secondary job in the squadron as the scheduling and ECMO training
officer.

ncisiBome brgicated he joined his squadron on 100ct95, and had deploved
with them once previously to Italy during Mar-Sep96. nc (7)(©C)
indicated he had not flown any low level training missions during
the most recent deployment, but did fly 2-3 during his previous
deployment to Aviano. He salid at least two of these were AV047,
the mishap low level route.

nciiBjemeseid he had not attended any formal training with any of the
mishap crew in flight school. He indicated he had flown a number
of times with all the crew members except Capt [CEIDIONOIOGho he had
never Iflown withnciiBjell)&id he had flown as ECMOl a few times
with Captain§iBIOmel =S the pilot, and probably on low level :training
missions in +the continental U.S., but could not remember
specifically.

noiiBiemewes asked what would be involved in planning and briefing a
low level training mission in Aviano. He said he would pull the
appropriate charts from a chart file and review the route. He said
he would then consult the 31st Fighter Wing Pilot Aid Handbook and
other SOPS to insure they were flying the route properly.NClS_(?)(C)
said the Pilot or ECMOl would normally brief the flight.

When asked what the duties of the ECMOl were on the flight he said
they were primarily obstacle clearance, navigation, timing, and
communications.

noijiBeMBl(BEid the AV047 low level route was a very popular route which
all the pilots and ECMO’s wanted to fly if given the opportunity.
NCl-(s(a)id it was the most spectacular low level route he had ever
been on. He sailid 1t gave the pilot and ECMOl more of a challenge
than most routes. He said the ECMO2 and ECMO3 were basically just
passengers of the low level routes.

NCI.ﬁw%f; asked about knee board cards utilized by crew members.
48t a they are primarily used for timing and fuels. When.asked
specifically what he would take it to mean if he saw 2000 ft AGL
printed on a card he said he would interpret this as an altitude
restriction. He said the TEAM card is primarily used as a planning
tool, and there would be cards around for specific routes.

EHCLOSURE(L)
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NCI-(W)&E asked about knowledge of the ski area at Cavalese and he
sald he had never briefed this low level route and was not aware of
this specific ski slope in the area where the mishap occurred.
Howevem_(mmiicated it was common knowledge there were many ski
areas scattered throughout the Dolomites.

nciJiDemBlwes asked what the standard speed low level training missions
are normally flown at. He indicated they are normally planned for
360 knots or 420 knots, which gives you six miles per minute and
seven miles per minute respectively. He said he had never heard of
anyone planning a low level faster than 420 knots, and this was the
fastest he had ever planned. He said these speeds gave the
aircraft the best cornering speed and rate versus radiusnc WES
asked if the alleged speed of the mishap aircraft of 550 knots was
too fastnc @sked, "Do I have to answer that?" It was polnted
out these were questions everyone was being asked and people had
been answering themnc (licated he felt 550 knots was too fast
for a low level training mission, and not a speed he would be going
at on a low ! training mission. Regarding attaining a speed of
550 knotnc Mgaid it 1s not something that just happens
instantaneously, the throttle must be all the way up.

NCl-(mas asked to explain the term “cross-compartment" as it
related to aviation and he said it was a Low Altitude Tactics (LAT)
term. He said it was not a commonly used term among aviators, but
it meant crossing from one side of a ridge line into a valley on
the other side.

NCI-7)§aid Captain')(\mas probably the best pilot in the

squadron. He saidl men definitely place the aircraft where he
wanted it with little effort, had the best hand eye coordination in
the squadron, and was considered the "best stick"N.Cl-(B@id Major
N (was probably the best ECMO in the squadron, but Captain
was one of the senior ECMO Captains and was very good at

his job.

Regarding CaptainfBBONBM@eputation as a pilow;Bl@MB®eid he had
never heard anything about any "hot-dogging" or "flat-hatting" by
N ENBIEMBN s anyone elseNcCis (wes asked 1f he had ever been in an
aircraft where the pilot had flown lower or did anything that was
not by the bookncig (®@Ld he has never been in an aircraft where
any altitude or other restrictions were ever intentionally broken.

NCI-(?\){G)S asked about the altitude restriction as he understood it
in Aviano. He said his understanding was the restriction was 1000
ft AGL and this was due to the EA6B not being equipped with Heads
Up Display (HUD) equipmentwcidiBjol@was asked about the restriction
relating to certain months of the year and snow covered mountains
being 2000 ft AGL.NCIE_(?S@)id he was not familiar with this
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restriction until after the mishap.

noisBOB wes asked about the All Officers Meeting (AOM) where he held
up the DG binder and told everyone to read itwc (8@id he had
placed the new information in the binder and had told everyone that
they should read it before further flight operationsnciBolE@Eeid
the AOM was basically a full house, but he could not say
specifically if any of the mishap crew were presentaciBiopgeaid on
his own initiative he had went to the DG operations center and
copied everything they had relating to flying in Italy and DG
missionsncidiBEB®aid he read through all the documents from the DG
operations center and placed all the documents that pertained to
his squadron in the DG read binder. He said this amounted to about
10-12 documents some having to do with general information about
the base and some specifically having to do with £lying in the
local area. When it was pointed out one of these documents had to
do with the 2000 ft AGL restricticomsiBjgl®dmgiicated he had read the
document, but had not assimilated it.

NCI-(B)@)'Ld he was working in operations when he first heard of the
mishap. He could not recall exactly who he heard it first from,
but the initial information was that they had lost an electronics
pod from the aircraftcsifi@l@®eid the aircraft could have had radio
contact with the ready room, maintenance, or TERPESNcis[B@l@erid the
TERPES section has a radio with more range than that of the ready
room or maintenance, and explained the TERPES section has something
to do with real time signal analysis.

nciiBeme ®eid he was in the ready room while the crew was still in the
air and Captain§B@l@l s the ODO. CaptainEBIONON 2 s kedBIONE B0
Captaili)fcm making some phone calls on a mishap notification
list Nei (@Ld there were many officers in the ready room when
the crew came to the ready room, but he could not say specifically
who all was presentNCli(B@:id he did not hear anything from any
of the crew members about what they had seen or what had happened.

ncidiBioMBmeid he did not have any direct contact or conversation with
any of the crew membersmusﬁ(s@id he was not close friends with
any of the mishap crew members, and has not had any conversation
with them since the mishap, nor has he heard from anyone else what
they have said about the mishapwis|B@@was asked when the last time
he had seen any of the crew members was, and said Captain§iBlomel ad
stopped by a few days ago and a conversation started regarding what
types of things NCIS was askingwnciiBioM@s@id he had seen all the
mishap crew members from time to time since they returned to Cherry
Point, but specifics about the mishap have not been discussed.

NCIS-(W@:S asked how it was that Captain ROk as scheduled to
make the fliiht with members of VMAQ-2ncisiBi@l®®cated that he had

scheduled yfor the flight and it was just because they had
B o 4. e wamG
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an empty seat to fill.

NCl.(‘%&f’ as}_{ed about LtCoﬂlC-)@s the commanding.of‘ficer (CO).
sald with the CO safety was the number one prlority, and he
never advocated anything other than SafetYNCI-E(DS)&id he was very

sharp on details.na maid the executive officer (X0), LtCol
NCIimms very much the same as the .CO and was very gquliet and
conservative. NCi (eald the operation officer (OPSO), Major
awas also very safety minded and would never advocate
anything that would push the limit.

N

)&n the mishap alrcraft earlier in the day
prior to the mishapnciBol@®@id the radalt had beeped while they
were at an altitude of around 18,000-20,000 feet MSLnciiiBiElBLzaid
initially they thought Major ngElDGEMBI@YhO was plloting another
alrcraft they were trying to link up with had passed underneath
them causing the beep, but this was found not to be the caseNCl-(?)(C)
said they checked the radalt out on the way back down and it was
operating properlyncslBiom®»as asked how this information came to
light with the JagMan board, and said he did not remember how it
came about.

- was asked about the radalt problem allegedly experienced by
Q%4 Captaim

CaptaiNn:IS-Uoieclined to make a sworn statement. On 23Apr9s8,
Reporting Agent (RA) met with CaptaJ'NQIS-(Hn)d he was given the
opportunity to review this document in its original form based on
the earlier interview. Captanas[B@lwes allowed to make changes to
the document.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMPLOYMENT: Captain, USMC, VMAQ2, MCAS Cherry Point, NC
SSA
DOB:
POB:

Participating Agen
ﬂ SA, NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC

REPORTED BY:  [INCISIB)ENOMCN

OFFICE: NCISFO Carolinas
DATE TYPED: 23APR98
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN [[NCSBeNOmC

On 15Apr98, Captain [NCEOCNOIMCIN vas interviewed at the NCIS
office at MCAS Cherry Point, NC regarding his knowledge of specific
information relative to this investigation and general background
and procedural information from his squadron. CaptaiasiBiEl@s an
Electronic Countermeasures Officer (ECMO) with VMAQ-2, and has a
secondary job in the squadron as the scheduling and ECMO training
officer.

neiiBlemB hedicated he joined his squadron on 100ct95, and had deployed
with them once previously to Italy during Mar-Sep96. Nci (M(©)
indicated he had not flown any low level training missions during
the most recent deployment, but did fly 2-3 during his previous
deployment to Aviano. He saild at least two of these were AV047,
the mishap low level route.

nciiBoB®&id he had not attended any formal training with any of the
mishap crew in f£light school. He indicated he had flown a number
of times with all the crew members except Capt JCSIBOMBI@@ho he_had
never flown with .ci B@ld he had flown as ECMOl a a&mber‘%f
times with Captaint B9 the pilot, and probably on low level
training missionsQé ut could not remember specifically.

i The Critey Shates

nciiBieMB we)s asked what would be involved in planning and briefing a
low level tralning mission in Aviano. He said he would pull the
appropriate charts from a chart file and review the route. He said
he would then consult the 31st Fighter Wing Pilot Aid Handbook and
other SOPS to insure they were flying the route properly ncis[BiEHE) ) cC)
salid the Pilot or ECMOl would normally brief the flight.

When asked what the duties of the ECMOl were on the flight he said
they were primarily obstacle clearance, navigation, timing, and
communications.

noiJiBiOmB®®id the AV047 low level route was a very popular route which
all the pilots and ECMO’s wanted to fly if given the opportunity.
nciJiBiell(5@1d 1t was the most spectacular low level route he had ever
been on. He said it gave the pilot and ECMOl more of a challenge
than most routes. He said the ECMO2 and ECMO3 were basically just
passengers of the low level routes.

NCIS-V)I%S asked about knee board cards utilized by crew members.
1d they are primarily used for timing and fuels. When asked
specifically what he would take it to mean i1f he saw 2000 ft AGL
printed on a card he said he would interpret this as an altitude
restriction. He said the TEAM card is primarily used as a planning
tool, and there would be cards around for specific routes.

ENCLOSURE(2)
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NCI!W)HB asked about ski areas in the area and he said he had never
riefed this low level route and was not aware there were ski

slopes in the area. ncofiBOMBIMe@s then told most who had been
interviewed indicated although they were not familiar with the
) specific ski area where the mishap occurred, they saild it was

common knowledge this general area was frequented with ski areas.

NCI 7 ~

ne BBl wes asked what the standard speed low level training missions
are normally flown at. He indicated they are normally planned for
360 knots or 420 knots, which gives you six miles per minute and
seven miles per minute respectively. He said he had never heard of
anyone planning a low level faster than 420 knots, and this was the
fastest he had ever planned. He sald these speeds gave the
aircraft the best cornering speed and rate versus radiusncis e
asked if the alleged speed of the mishap aircraft of 550 knots was
too fastwiBioBasked, "Do I have to answer that?" It was pointed
out these were questions everyone was being asked and people had
been answering themwci OB miicated he felt 550 knots was too fast
for a low level training mission, and not a speed he would be going
at on a low level training mission. Regarding attaining a speed of
550 knotscs[B@M@®said it is not something that just happens
instantaneously, the throttle must be all the way up, and vou—have-

to be Lrying-Lto.atcain thig speed

NCIJBIONBI@s asked to explain the term "cross-compartment" as 1t
related to aviation and he said it was a Low Altitude Tactics (LAT)
term. He said it was not a commonly used term among aviators, but
it meant crossing from one side of a ridge line into a valley on
the other side.

Ncl-mtaid Captainc-)(W)as probably the best pilot in the
squadron. He said§iBEMB)wen definitely place the aircraft where he
wanted it with little effort, had the best hand eye coordination in
the squadron, and was considered the "best stick”NCI-(Q)lﬁ.d Major

nISIBONBE) was probably the best ECMO in the squadron, but Captain
REEEENE@E vas one of the senior ECMO Captains and was very good at
his job.

Regarding CaptainfElBENe eputation as a pilou(;IE-(B@id he had
A% heard anything about any "hot-dogging" or "flat-hatting" by
anyone else.Ncl @y asked if he had ever been in an
alrcraft where the pilot had flown lower or did anything that was
not by the boolNCli(?ia)id he has never been in an aircraft where
any altitude or other restrictions were ever intentionally broken.

nciiBIBMBl(we)s asked about the altitude restriction as he understood it
in Aviano. He said his understanding was the restriction was 1000
ft AGL and this was due to the EA6B not being equipped with Heads
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Up Display (HUD) equipmentncBlo@wes asked about the restriction
relating to certain months of the year and snow covered mountains
being 2000 ft AGL.ncJBOMBls@id he was not familiar with this
restriction until after the mishap.

ncisiBBIB (We)s asked about the All Officers Meeting (AOM) where he held
up the DG binder and told everyone to read it;uas?@@;id he had
placed the new information in the binder and had told everyone that
they should read it before further flight operations ncis|BieHBxeid
the AOM was basically a full house, but he could not say
specifically if any of the mishap crew were presentncis[BigliBELd on
his own initiative he had went to the DG operations center and
copied everything they had relating to flying in Italy and DG
miSSiOnSNCIh(B@)id he read through all the documents from the DG
operations center and placed all the documents that pertained to
his squadron in the DG read binder. He said this amounted to about
15 documents some having to do with general information about the
base and some specifically having to do with-B&miesions~ When 1t
was pointed out one of these documents had toNdo with the 2000 =t
AGL restricticad@@ElBlidrcdicated he had read the document, but had
not assimilated it. FI\/‘,A% vA The lecel

NCISIBIOMBIBELd he was working in operations when he first heard of the
mishap. He could not recall exactly who he heard it first from,
but the initial information hkhe—thewghe was that they had lost an
electronics pod from the aircraftacsiBigl®seid the aircraft could
have had radio contact with the ready room, maintenance, or TERPES.

neiiBelB®eid the TERPES section has a radio with more range than that
of the ready room or maintenance, and explained the TERPES section
has something to do with real time signal analysis.

noiBiOmB)B@id he was_in the ready room while the_crew was still in the
air and .-Ca taimu“ma)s the 0DO. Captajmlﬂm@skadls-(a)mﬂ
Captaimc )cn making some phone calls on a mishap notificatilon
list na (B&ld there were many officers in the ready room when
the crew came to the ready room, but he could not say specifically
who all was presentncis ®e&Ld he did not hear anything -fexm any
of the crew members about what they had seen or what had happened.
noJBIOMB®&id he did not have any direct contact or conversation with
any of the crew members ncis @md he was not close friends with
any of the mishap crew members, and has not had any conversation
with them since the mishap, nor has he heard from anyone else what
they have said about the mishapwslBi@l@waes asked when the last time
he had seen any of the crew members and said -he—frad—sat—im—eorn—-

meettngof—sguwadrop—efiicers at hls-equadren—where—she—mishap—erew
members Were present weBollottrted— Ft—was—after—you-guys rolled

into +ewmr—amd—we —WETE QOINg OVEI Ctle—ggestions_you guys .were
—~gsKIing " " . ‘
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nosiB@®wes asked how it was that Captain [CEIBIOMONAE was scheduled to
make the flight with members of VMAQ-2wcis[Bill) stated that he had
scheduled h)for the flight and it was just because they had
an empty seat to fill.

was asked about LtCaTl 748 the commanding officer (CO).
NC'S-’(Q(&Ld with the CO safety was the number one priority, and he
never advocated anything other than safetync{ifjolBlerid he was very
sharp on details.cdiBiomBsaid the executive officer (X0), LtCol
NC|i7)was very much the same as the CO and was very quiet and
conservative.Ncs[BGMB(¢aid the operation officer (OPSO), Major
N vas also very safety minded and would never advocate
anything that would push the limit.

was asked about the radalt problem allegedly experienced by

NC'.( 4 captaiN )Ch the mishap aircraft earlier in the day
prior to the mishapncdiBioM@s@id the radalt had beeped while they
were at an altitude of around 18,000-20,000 feet MSL ncis|BEl®EELd
initially they thought MajorN_(tho was piloting another
aircraft they were trying to link up with had passed underneath
them causing the beep, but this was found not to be the casencis|BEIE)©)
sald they checked the radalt out on the way back down and it was
operating properlynciBomBwes asked how this information came to
light with the JagMan board, and said he did not remember how it
came about. ‘ e e

7/ \V\V\\"‘%

NCI-(WGZS asked what hdg opinion of/ what had happened.to cause the
mishap was. He state%ey weve Seking-odrentege 0f a vemee good
training opportunity, which " seldom get anymore. becaume._sur

xalnd e ! cl went on to say tfrer‘e*we;e—.ee—mm

outes 1in the EA6B

prbad 5ot ettty ol ba (RS
PYS R4 BTV

opportunities to become pro’fJ.CJ.enb n low level

aircraft.
41- Viviig .\Lut{(\S PL\— 7 ‘L"L‘lllu;\

Captaunls-(m)@mllned to make a sworn statement {\’ Thaeddue Fui
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPT [NCISIDCNBICI

On 16Apr98, reporting agent and participating agent NEEIDIONB@IC)
interviewed Capt [INCEDENOMEGIN USMC regarding the VMAQ-2 EA6B
mishap which occurred near Cavalese, Italy on 03Feb98. This
interview was conducted at the request of the USMC Trial Counsels
assigned to this casencfiBOMBIWes lnterviewed at the NCISRA Cherry
Point office located aboard MCAS Cherry Point, NC.

NG_?)éCdvised he was assigned to VMAQ-2 in approximately Jun97.
Prior to this assignment, he was stationed at the Replacement Air
Group (RAG) located at Whidbey Island, WA.

wonfirmed he was the VMAQ-2 Operations Duty Officer (ODO)
aboard Aviano AFB on (03Feb98. He recalled the mlsha flight crew

cons:.sted of Capt USMC, Capt UsSMC
USMC and Capt USMC. NCl_?)(C)

Capt
stated he was present in the VMAQ-2 Ready Room when the four misha
i7)(0)

aircrew briefed their flight for low level route AV047.NCI
stated although he was present in the ready room during the brief,
he was not actually a part of itnci #xplained he was there in
case the aircrew asked for his assistance, but he could not recall
being asked to assist them in any way.

NC)it‘ecalled he looked over the shoulders of the aj w as they
were going over the route portion of their brief NCI%ﬂ@dicated

he had flown AV047 in the past, and he made comments to the aircrew

about one particular place on the route. Reporting agent asked
NCIh?)(’Df the area he commented on was the same area where the
mishap occurred ncElBjoMBl wted he did not think so. He explained
that he could not remember if he actually flew in the same valley
where the mishap occurred or not.NC|*7)bElieved the area he
discussed with the aircrew was a series of valleys just after
turning off of Lake Garda, Italy. NCI-7)@(dvised he did not
interject anything else into the aircrew’s brief.

nc BiBeRBNcrated the mishap aircrew briefed the flight at 1000’ AGL.
He did not specifically recall which one of the aircrew briefed
that altitude, but he was sure it was either Captl nor Capt
related he heard no comments by the aircrew

during the brief that indicated they were going to "horse around"
on the flight or conduct an unsafe or unprofessional flightwc
added that he noted nothing out of the ordinary before, during or
after the aircrew’s flight brief. He advised prior to the brief,
Capt _approached him at the last minute and asked if he
could go on the flightwc§iBielBIyelated he penciled in for
the flight and got the squadron CO’s approval.c moted that
adding a fourth person to the aircrew prior to flight is something

)(©)
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that occurs often.

nciEiBeNBN related the EA6B aircraft flown durini the mishap flight had

been flown earlier that day by Capt had no knowledge
of any problems with that aircraft during the earlier flight.

NCIWated after the aircrew’s flight brief, he spoke with
Caprtl Bbout flying the low level route AV047. He noted their
conversation was a short one.cifiBiomBl xgcalled that he described
some of the visual cues he experienced while flying that route at
1000’ AGL. He recalled telling Capti tat flying through the
valleys at 1000’ AGL made it seem like he was closer to the ground,
or at a lower altitude, because of the high mountain walls on each
side. nciEiB@MON xoted he told Captcl the experience was "like
flying down a hallway."

ncEiDOMBN ssated he flew the low level route AV047 once, on 24Nov97.
He noted he briefed and flew this flight at 1000’ AGL. nciEiBIGNEN©)
indicated he used a chart from the "chart file" to plan for this
flight He was not sure who made the chart, or when it was made.
He was sure that chart was CHUM’d by either Maj [[CElDONOMDE his
ECMO-1 for the flight, or by someone from VMAQ-2 OPS, using the
CHUM information from the USAF 555 Fighter Squadron.

He did not recall flying down the valley where the mishap occurred
although he claimed he could have, but he just didn’t know.Na_?)(C)
advised he passed over some ski areas on his low level flight, but
none that caused him any concern. He claimed he did not notice
anything on his AV047 low level flight that ie ieeded tell the rest

of the aircrews in the squadron about.NCl Nevuld not recall
having any problems or experiencing any visual illusions or visual
distortions on his AV047 flight. He described that flight as very
uneventful.

NCI-7)&‘dvised he trained at the Replacemen
Whidbey Island, WA with CapicElB@lBlocd Capt

(RAG) at
w He could
not recall either of them ever having any problems at the RAG.
e EiBElB shated neitherw DT ric)had a bad reputation at
the RAG; rather, their reputation was just the opposite. According

tuCl-)(C)he heard nothing but good things aboutcElBIOMEN)&nd

CEEENBMEt the RAG.
ncEBIBIoted he never trained with CapeBBIONBNsr Capt [NESBENOME]

nciSiBOMBI Edvised he never flew with Capt -) but he had flown
describea HNMMNCERMANTHEAN - vors he

described as very good ECMO’s. He noted he
never had any problems with either of them when they were in his
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plane.NCmmented specifically about Capt_ He

stated thought 1like a pilot and had really good
"Situational Awareness".

NCI-776¢as asked to ibe how he would plan for a low level
flight as a pilot NCﬁE@ated he would first obtain a chart for
the route, then plan for fuel and radio frequencies on the flight.
He noted in the United States, he would check the AP1-B Manual to
obtain details for the flight particular to the specific route.
However, in Italy, he advised there was no AP1-B, so the altitude
restriction he used was based on previous USMC guidance and the
USAF 31st Fighter Wing Pilot Aid Handbook. According tu]SIOIOMOID©
that publication listed the low level minimum at 1000’/ AGL and max
speed at .9 mach.

ncElBOMBl xoted once the flight plan information was gathered, the
flight would briefed with the whole aircrewwncfiBel@lmoted the pilot
usually briefs the Administrative and Emergency portions of the
brief, while the ECMO-1 will brief the conduct of the flight.

nciEBJeMBN x2 lated he had never seen a "back seater" brief a flight in
the past.

NCI ¥@as asked what he has written for jitude restrictions on
his kneeboard during a low level flight NCIﬂw@ated he does not
use a kneeboard. He in%d he relies on his ECMO-1 for the
necessary information.NCl ¢pined on a low level flight, the
pilot shouldn’t be looking at his knee.

NCI-m(dvised the kneeboard is used for whatever the pilot/ECMO
thinks they need it for. He added, the altitude restrictions are
only written on the kneeboard if the pilot/ECMO puts them there.

NClﬂ?ﬁ@lated the "TEAMS" cards on the kneeboards contain whatever

information the person making them puts on them. He noted a new

card is not necessarily made for every flight. According to

NCI JCan aircrew can use the TEAMS card completed by another

crew which completed the same type of flight at an earlier date.

NCIﬁUdid not know what was on the mishap aircrew’s kneeboards.

When told the mishap aircrew’s kneeboard cards supposedly contain

the altitude 2000’ AGL on them, he could not be sure what that

represented.Nc melieved that altitude could have to do with
fuel planning.

NCI-B(t)ated low level training flights are usually briefed at 420
knots, or 7 miles per minute. However, he noted "Speed is Life",
particularly on low level £flights. Nc-)(d:)ndicated the best
“cornering speed" is between 420-450 knots. He explained that to
be the best speed to make a good turn in the plane, where the pilot

WARNING

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE ACCESS
PAGE 3 OF 8 HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECIFIC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.

000290



« U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

doesn’t have to trade altitude for air speed ~ncElDlOBBROined it is
not difficult to reach a speed of 550 knots without the pilot
noticing it. He did not fell the throttles would have to be all
the way up in the forward position to attain that speed.

NCI-mﬁas asked what he thought might have happened to cause the
mishap aircrew to have struck the cable ncfiB@MBl xtated he had no
idea what got the mishap aircrew down as low as they were. He
opined they were flying along at around 1000’ AGL and saw something
that caused them to do a -2G Spike. He believed they dropped to a
low altitude as a result of the Spike, and on the way up they hit
the cable. According te! 7N@Ef the mishap crew was flying below
500’ AGL, there is no way the pilot would have done a -2G Spike in
order to avoid the cable N#M)ated "“no sane man would do a -2G
Spike at 500’ (AGL)."nNci 7gscribed that a -2G Spike would
thrust the pilot and ECMO up into the canopy, and the pilot would
be reaching for his controls below him for a brief period of time.

ncBlBOIBl e lieved a -2G Spike at 500’ AGL or less would put an
aircraft into the ground.

NCI-N@s asked to recall the eve
flight took off from Aviano AFBWNCI w&s the ODO that afternoon.
He indicated he was in the Ready Room w the radio on when the
mishap aircrew made initial contactNCHE@ated about 40 minutes

after take off, he received a standard radio call from Capt
_is the call sign for the particular
aircraft involved in the mishap)nc )(d)escribed_
voice as sounding calm and collected, and he never would have known
there was a problem.nc Bdso indicated he thought
was making the standard "10 minute out" call, and he replied "go
aheass ykoycording to then stated something to
the effect of, "can you rig the gear, we’ve got structural damage."
no IOl meplied "Roger that," and he proceeded to make the necessary
telephone calls to have the gear rigged.

03Feb98, after the mishap

NCI_?)m:ivised he put his radio down and called the Aviano AFB
Safety of Flight (SOF) Officer to tell them to rig the gear at the
roach end of runway 5.ncfiBJOMBI stated he then instructed Capt
USMC, to go to the runway to assist in landing the

. 7nicg a pilot who was on the advance party to Aviano
from VMAQ-4 .ci elated Was to act as the Landing Signal
Officer (LSO) for the incoming plane, buwtEBENBIsdd not thilmklhﬂ(c)
ever made it over to the runway.

nciSBOIBIAadicated at about that time, LTCO@._(Eame to the Ready

Room. He told LTcondElB@MB@chere was a problem, and that 02 had
structural damage. According to asked him what
they hitg eid he didn’t know, and LTC ytop hdi SHBNERB) 5O
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call the plane and ask them.

NG €¢ated he called the plane via radio and Captl Hoiswered.
dted (EBEIBMoice sounded excited. to
state the nature of their problem, antc replied they had

"structural damage to wing, lost combined hydraulics and were
leaking fuel."NCli)s:tated he did not speak with any of the

aircrew on 02 after his communication with [INCEIBIGNOMCN

he apprised LTCOL information.
nciEBORBNbel ieved 02 was a little over 50 miles out from Aviano AFB at

the time he contacted EIBGHON)C)

indicated

ncEBEIBl R vised he did not talk to CaptElBOM@NH@ring any of his radio
contact with 02.

NCI-)@mmunicated with [ OCNOMCI on 02 via UHF radio
frequency. According toEiBJGMeN)the same UHF frequency is monitored
by the Maintenance Section and by the TERPES operators in the
Electronic Warfare Section. According te Ycpo one 1in the
squadron tape records the transitions on their base radio
frequency. N ghated he did not monitor, take part in, nor
hear, any other radio traffic with 02.nci pbated he was the
only person talking to the aircrew in 02 on the Ready Room radio.
He stated he heard all of the calls 02 made to the Ready Room, and
he was the only one who spoke to them.cEibloBlImecalled there were
others in the Ready Room at the time the call came in, but he was
not sure who.

He added that he did not know if 02 had already contacted the Air
Traffic Control (ATC) Tower at Aviano AFB prior to calling him on
the radiowc gdso did not know if 02 had spoken with the ATC
on the approach for landing.

- R
imdicated at first he thought he had a Class B or C mishap
e he initially thought the plane had lost one of its pods.
NCI We)s unclear about how he got that impression. He believed at
some point shortly after the plane landed, someone who saw the
plane made a comment about a pod being lost.c noted he did

not initiate the mishap plan until after he learned they had a
Class A Mishap (the most serious).

timated 02 landed about 10 minutes after he spoke to Capt
the radio.

NCI

neifiBeNBl #vated the OPS Officer, MAJEEIDENBEIccane to the Ready Room
after the plane landed and told him there were deaths, and it was
a "Class A" (mishap) .~cEiDEMBIWes not sure where MAJ deard
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that information, but he believed LTC rgceived a call from
someone who informed him of the deaths .ci 7imdicated once he

heard that news, he initiated the mishap plan. He said from that
point on he spent the next several hours at the making and
answering telephone calls about the incident.

NCI_?ﬁt)ated he conducted the mishap process from behind the ODO’s
desk at the Ready Room. He recalled Capti ssisted him as the
timekeeper, and Capt;oF)an)ade the "5 Minute" telephone call.
ncifiBeMB rould not recall the names and assignments of everyone who
assisted him in the mishap process, but he advised the VMAQ-2
Mishap Binder would have everyone’s name and assignment written in
it. He indicated the VMAQ-2 Mi inder should still contain the
above mentioned information.NCWmi@scribed the Ready Room at

this time as "full of people" and a "flurry of activity."

nc BiBIEIBN s ated when the mishap aircrew entered the Ready Room they
appeared to be in shock. He noted his only contact with them was
to ask them if they were alright @Bl sbated he shookESIBIGMEIEC)
hand and told him something like, "good work...I can’t believe you
got the plane back."NCIﬁn«elated he was unable to spend more

ti with the aircrew because he had to conduct the mishap process.
NCI&ﬂiﬁndicated he was too involved in the mishap process to have
heard the mishap aircrew make any statements about their accident.
ncBBEIBIddd not recall LTCONCﬁ)almd the aircrew going over and
discussing the incident in the Ready Room.

nc/fiBIeMeNadvised the mishap aircrew were eventually taken to the
hospital at Aviano AFB for physicals. He believed one reason they
were taken there was to isolate them from the television news,
which was already reporting the incident.ncElB@N@Necalled later
that night MAJﬁand Capt {CEIDEMBIAE ) rom the VMAQ-2 Safety
Department, took statements about the incident from each of the
mishap aircrew.

Additional information provided Wl-m}ncerned the VMAQ-2 CO
LTCORJSBIONDID ) X0 (LTCOLEB@NBl) @nd OPS Officer (MAJNCEIBOMB@M
NCl-)(d)escribed them all as "by the book, totally", and he
indicated they all pay attention to detail.nc mpined the CO
and XO knew everything that was going on, and were on top of
everything, especially when it came to disseminating information
the squadron needed at Aviano.nC @lated the CO fought for
vehicles, better living conditions and even toilet paper while the
squadron was at Aviano. He noted OPS ran a tight ship, and was
always on the Air Force to get the information VMAQ-2 needed.

NC'_M@scribed Cap'@'_@@ the best pilot in the squadron, with
the best hands in the squadron. He added that was one of the
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smoothest Section Leadenc§iB@MBInad ever flown off of nciElBEMBNADSsO
opined all of the ECMO’s are equally as good as one another.

NCI x@lated he had never heard any negative information about
Captuci h@or any information describingcElBleM@l)&s having a
"Cowboy" attitude. According to/EiBIGMBY)the only reputation he ever

heard abou¥! s at the RAG, where he heard thatSBERBIWas a
good pilot.

nc BlBJGMBN "as asked to describe the difference between a "-2G Spike"
and a "bunt" in the aircraft which has a wings-level attitude.

nciBiDOMBN ) ctated a "bunt" is very different from a “spike." He
explained when a pilot "bunts" the aircraft, it is a maneuver which
drops the nose of the aircraft slightly in order to change its
course.nC r@lated during a "bunt", he might hit .5 =" 0 G’s.
In contrastpc nexplained that in order to achieve a -2G
"Spike", the pilot would have to "stuff" the stick forward. As a
result, the nose of the plane would end pointing toward the ground.

nciEiBeMBNsxp Llained the occupants of the cockpit would be thrust toward
the canopy, and the pilot would be reaching for the controls.

ncElDOB¥as asked if he recalled the All Officers Meeting (AOM) in
Aviano during which CapofiBlOBMBlmeportedly held up the Deliberate
Guard binder and suggested the officers read it prior to their next
flightacfiBeMel=dvised he was at the Combined Air Operations Center
(CAOC) in Vincenza, Italy at the time that AOM took place.

NCI-mas asked to explain what his actions would be if he were
involved in an in-flight emergency situation. NCi nihdicated
after getting over the initial reaction, he would "punch the clock"
in order to take a second to gather himself and think clearly. He
would then climb to a higher altitude, point his aircraft toward
his landing field and declare an emergency NCl oted he would
also think about different landing scenarios, think about the
controllability of the plane, go through the pertinent check-lists,
ossibly slow his flight speed and then communicate with the tower.

NCIh?ﬁdVised he would ensure he had enough control of the plane
prior to initiating communication with the tower.

ncifiBemBl(@rovided no additional information pertinent to this
investigation. He was unable to provide a sworn statement due to
his short schedule before leaving for Operation Green Flag in Las
Vegas, NV on 17Apr98.

M/Capt UsMC
St [ resvo.0m0
DOB:

:

\
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN [N OONBmCI
On 16Apr98, Captain_was interviewed at the NCIS

office at MCAS Cherry Point, NC relative to is _investigation by
Reporting Agent (RA) and Participating Agenm:l“)(%t the time of

the intervieww_)(@aid he may be willing to make a sworn
statement, but wanted to see it written up before making a final
decision. RA prepared the statement and met withdJEiBElBmeagain at

Cherry Point on 23Apr98.N teviewed the statement as prepared

from notes taken by RA and PA from the earlier interview. The only /
change made to the report had to do with procedures in declaring an
emergency in a like situation to that experienced by the mishap

crew. Nh)(m)ade a decision to not make the statement a sworn
statement, but agreed to sign each page of the statement indicating

he had reviewed it, and agreed the information was accurate. The
unsigned statement 1s appended as enclosure (l). A co of the
original unsigned statement with pen changes made b}NC“((i)S
appended as enclosure (2). '

ENCLOSURES:
(1). Unsigned STMT of Capteim 2)8&ypr98
{2). Original unsigned STMT of Captrim 28Apra8

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMPLOYMENT: Caprain, USMC, VMAQ-2, MCAS Cherry Point, NC
SSA

DOB: )

POB:

Participating Agent
ﬂ SA, NCISFO Carolinas, Camp Lejeune, NC
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OFFICE: NCISFO Carolinas
DATE TYPED: 27APR98 -
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AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE.
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STATEMENT PLACE: NCISRA Cherry Point. NC

DATE: .234APR38

I, ., make the following
free and voluntary statement to

whom | know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. | make this statement of my own free will and without any
threats made to me or promises extended. | fully understand that this statement

is given concerning my knowiedge of the aircraft mishap invoiving my squadron while
deployed to Aviano, italy.

For the purpose of identification, I am BB S le,
and I am a Captain in the USMC currently assigned to VMAQ-2

at MCAS Cherry Point, NC. My social security number is
NEEEEMBIME and I was born on*

Items discussed in this s f_an
interview with Special Agents

conducted on 16Apr98.

I am an Electronic Counter Measures Officer (ECMO) in my
sguadron and have been with VMAQ-2 since Dec95. I was
deployec with my squadron once to Aviano previously prior to
the most recent deployment. The dates of the previous
deployment were Mar-Sep96. I flew no low level training
missions during the most recent deployment, and I think I
only flew one low level training mission on the previous
deployment. I am not sure, but I do not think the one I flew
was AV047, the mishap route.

I did not attend any training or flight school with any
of the mishap crew. I was at Whidbey Island during the same
time Captaiwm! was there so we overlapped some., I
basically knew who he was, but we did not get to know each
other well there. I have flown numerous times with Captain
B@EIBI) I have also flown a good deal with

but

NCEIBERB Rnd Captaine
Captain: [ : I have

never flown with Captain

If I were to plan a low level training mission in Aviano
I would basically go through the following steps: 1.
Identify the route and route structure; 2. Make a chart or
pull an old chart if available: 3. Update the chart by
means of a CHUM; 4. File a flight plan with ATC by faxing
it to them; and 5. Review low level procedures in the 31lst

Fighter Wing Pilot Aid Handbook. The pilot and ECMO1 are
NCLOSURE(L)

usually both involve
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Statement {Continued): _

DATE: April 23, 1998 ) Page: 2

The briefing of the flight would normally be a team
effort by the pilot and ECMOl. The pilot would brief general
administration of the flight as well as emergency procedures.
ECMO1l would brief the mission itself and each leg of the
flight in detail.

It was common knowledge to me that there were ski areas
throughout the area of Italy where the mishap occurred. I
did not have specific knowledge of the ski area at Cavalese.
I believe the chart used for AV047 had a crossed ski’s symbol
over Cavalese.

As ECMOl my primary duties on a low level training
flight would be navigation and communications. Knee board
cards are commonly used in the aircraft and include anything
zhat will assist you in flying the mission. This could
include the route, turn points, headings, distance,
longitude, latitude, altitude restrictions, etc. The card
should have information that mirrors the actual chart for the
£light. 1If I saw 2000 ft AGL printed on a knee board card
made by someone else I would not necessarily know what this
meant. It would cause me to ask some gquestions to determine
what it meant. Things I can think of that it could mean
would be an altitude for fuel consumption purposes, Or an
actual altitude restriction.

My understanding of the altitude restrictions while
Zlying in Aviano was that it was 1000 ft AGL for low level
£lights, and I based this understanding on the USMC
restriction for aircraft that are not equipped with Head Up
Display (HUD) instrumentation. I do remember there were
areas around Lake Garda where there were restrictions of 1500
feet AGL. I was not familiar with the 2000 ft AGL
restriction or the 2000 ft AGL restriction having to do with
certain months or when there was snow on the mountains until
after the mishap. If I had flown any low level training
missions while on the deployment I may have learned of these
restrictions while doing the pre-flight planning.

Low level training missions are normally planned at
speeds of 360 or 420 knots, but some are planned as fast as
480 knots. It has been my experience that most are planned
at 420 knots. 550 knots is very fast for a low level
training mission, but you could attain this speed if you are
behind on your timing marks and trying to make up time. You
could also attain this speed after a ridge line crossing via
gravity, as you were descending on the other side of the
ridge line. '
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Statement (Continued): [[INCISIDIONOIDCIN

DATE: April 23, 1998 Page: 3

I am not familiar with the term "cross-compartment" in
relation to aviation. If I were to guess I would say this is
more like cross compartmentalizing, or scanning instruments
then scanning things outside the aircraft for comparison.

LthNL-)i@ a great CO. He 1s very by the book and
very good at what he does. He tends to micro manage in that
he knows everything that is going on in the squadron, but not
in a negative way. LthNl?lﬁﬁL@ very much like the CO as
the X0, but perhaps a little less confident in his abilities
with this aircraft because of his transition over from A6’s.
LtConcl @s basically made the XO through default because
the previous XO, LtCoJNh(C)was relieved on our earlier
deployment to Aviano due to a bar fight situation.

I would say CaptaiwdiB@M®)’i® the best pilot in our
squadron regarding hand-eye coordination, and manipulating
the throttle. He is probably the best at putting the
aircraft exactly where he wants it to be, but overall I would
rate LtCo B® the best pilot due to his knowledge and
experience. I think CaptaicEifElBgsbould be considered a
hero the way he brought that aircraft back with all the

ciamaie it had and everyone intact. I would consider Captain
NC

¢ Captaim pajobably the best ECMO’s, but I never
f£lew much with Captain to judge.

When the mishap occurred I was in the back room of the
ready room working on a mission plan for our return trip to
Cherry Point. A radio call came in and Captaiw! wHo was
the Operations Duty Officer (ODO) sald Captain had
called in saying they were coming back and they had
structural damage. I don’t know how for sure how or why, but
we started thinking maybe they had lost an electronics pod
off the aircraft causing the structural damage. Captain

ncBBOIBlEbarted asking people to do certain things to help out
when things started happening and, I believe we were working
on getting a TFOA (things falling off aircraft) message
together relative to our belief the aircraft must have lost a
pod. I remember the CO was just outside the ready room
talking on a cellular telephone while things were going on.
He came back inside at one point and said, "they must have
hit wires". Captaiv BBl #9ked other officers to assist him
in executing the mishap plan. Myself and Captajwm-n(C)
assisted him in working on a message and making phone calls
from a list of notification numbers in the mishap binder.

noJiBiemB ey I prepared the TFOA message and made these calls
from the Operations and Safety spaces, not from the ready
room. When I returned to ready room I heard all the mishap
crew had been taken, to medical for physicals. I recall
seeing a grease pen drawing on the grease board in the ready
room that had something to do with the mishap, but don’t know
for sure what it was. All the notes and paperwork generated
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Statement (Continued):
DATE: April 23, 1998 Page: 4

during those hours immediately following the mishap were
placed in a mishap folder in the ready room. I remember
seeing CNN in the ready room and they had confirmed the

deaths on the gondola.

I did not personally see any of the mishap crew
immediately after the mishap. s right around midnight
that night that I saw Captamlﬂa?n@ming back to his hooch
and he was wearing a cast. It was right after he arrived
back in the billeting area that Captain arrived
and took Captair\mﬁmdbth him to interview him. It was

between approximat and 0200 hours that Captain

nd Major

fcis v)6), O@ER wwere interviewing the mishap
crew. This had to do with the preliminary safety

NCI

000300

investigation they were conducting and I think they wanted to
get the information as soon as possible while it was fresh in
thelr minds.

Since the mishap I have not heard any of them talk about
or describe what happened prior to or after the mishap. I
have asked them over beers to explain and they all have
indicated they could not talk about it.

I was not at the all officers meeting when CaptancdiBleme)")C)
is said to have held up the DG binder and told everyone to
read the new information. I was on leave at the time in the
U.S.

I have never witnessed or heard anything about Captain

w@ing a "cowboy", or "hot-dogging/flat-hatting". to
some people he may come across as cocky, but those who have
flown with him would never think of him in these ways.

If I were in an aircraft as ECMOl which experienced an
emergency situation like this, or of similar magnitude, the
priority immediately would be to gain altitude and insure
that we had control of the aircraft while trying to assess
whether ejection out of the aircraft may be necessary. As
soon as altitude was gained and it was fully established we
were flying the ailrcraft, it would be put on a heading for
home. We would continue to assess the aircraft systems and
determine if any immediate action or NATOPS checklists needed
to be accomplished. We would also consider where we would
land if we had to prior to reaching Aviano. Declaring ﬁ&é_b)(?)(C)
emergency 1s not a priority, flying the aircraft is.
Priorities are Aviate, Navigate, and Communicate. We may
need to talk to someone for assistance, thus declaring an
emergency, or we may be too busy. When these things were
completed, I would declare an emergency with Aviano or any
ATC agency in the region we were in. It could take 3-5 or as




Statement (Continued): __
DATE: April 23, 1998 Page: b

much as ten minutes to declare an emergency. The need to
declare and emergency would increase as we got closer to
Aviano. We would need priority to land and to make amg )(7)(C)
arrested landing, as well as to insure avoidance of any other
alrcraft in the Aviano air space.

Regarding what happened out there to cause this mishap,
it 1s hard to say. But I would say they were doing what we
are trained to do without enough proficiency training to do
it. By this I am just referring to the current low level
restrictions for flying and the very limited amount of low
level training we are allowed to accomplish. I think somehow
they just got going on a downward trend gaining speed and
experienced some spacial disorientation causing the mishap.

This statement, consisting of this page and four others
was typed for me by Special Agent as we
discussed its contents. I have read and understand the above
statement. I have been given the opportunity to make any
changes or corrections I desire to make and have placed my
initials over the changes or corrections. This statement is
true and correct.

Date Time

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 23rd day of April, 1998 at NCISRA Cherry Point, NC.

)
Special Agent, U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.38B OF 04JANS3
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STATEMENT PLACE: NC/SRA Cherry Point. NC

DATE: _224PR98

I,H, make the following
free and voluntary statement to

whom | know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. | make this statement of my own free will and without any
threats made to me or promises extended. | fully understand that this statement

is given concerning my knowledge of the aircraft mishap involving my squadron while
deployed to Aviano, ltaly.

For the purpose of identification, I am harl-ma)le,
and I am a Captain in the USMC currently assigned to VMAQ-2

at MCAS Cherry Point, NC. My social security number is
MEBIBIBIBEE] -7c : wae born on BEINCSHEINGEE SN

Items discussed in this statement are the result of an
interview with Special Agents
conducted on 16Apr9s.

I am an Electronic Counter Measures Officer (ECMO) in my
sqgquadron and have been with VMAQ-2 since Dec95. I was
deployed with my squadron once to Aviano previously prior to
the most recent deployment. The dates of the previous
deployment were Mar-Sep96. I flew no low level training
missions during the most recent deployment, and I think I
only flew one low level training mission on the previous
deployment. I am not sure, but I do not think the one I flew
was AV047, the mishap route.

I did not attend any training or flight school with any
of the mishap crew. I was at Whidbey Island during the same
time Captaivci{iBOMBl»es there so we overlapped some. I
basically knew who he was, but we did not get to know each
other well there. I have flown numerous times with Captain

NC-W)(QI have also flown a good deal with
Captain but less than I have
never flown with Captain

If I were to plan a low level training mission in Aviano
I would basically go through the following steps: 1.
Identify the route and route structure; 2. Make a chart or
pull an old chart if available: 3. Update the chart by
means of a CHUM; 4. File a flight plan with ATC by faxing
it to them; and 5. Review low level procedures in the 31st
Fighter Wing Pilot Aid Handbook. The pilot and ECMOl are
usually both involved in the planning of the mission.

ENCLOSURE(2)




Statement (Continued): _

DATE: April 22, 1998 Page: 2

The briefing of the flight would normally be a team
effort by the pilot and ECMOl. The pilot would brief general
administration of the flight as well as emergency procedures.
ECMO1l would brief the mission itself and each leg of the
flight in detail.

It was common knowledge to me that there were ski areas
throughout the area of Italy where the mishap occurred. I
did not have specific knowledge of the ski area at Cavalese.
I believe the chart used for AV047 had a crossed ski’s symbol
over Cavalese.

As ECMOl my primary duties on a low level training
flight would be navigation and ccmmunications. Knee board
cards are commonly used in the aircraft and include anything
that will assist you in £flying the mission. This could
include the route, turn points, headings, distance,
longitude, latitude, altitude restrictions, etc. The card
should have information that mirrors the actual chart for the
flight. 1If I saw 2000 ft AGL printed on a knee board card
made by someone else I would not necessarily know what this
meant. It would cause me to ask some guestions to determine
what it meant. Things I can think of that it could mean
would be an altitude for fuel consumption purposes, oOr an
actual altitude restriction.

My understanding of the altitude restrictions while
f£lying in Aviano was that it was 1000 ft AGL for low level
flights, and I based this understanding on the USMC
restriction for aircraft that are not equipped with Head Up
Dispay (HUD) instrumentation. I do remember there were areas
around Lake Garda where there were restrictions of 1500 feet
AGL. I was not familiar with the 2000 ft AGL restriction or
the 2000 ft AGL restriction having to do with certain months
or when there was snow on the mountains until after the
mishap. If I had flown any low level training missions while
on the deployment I may have learned of these restrictions
while doing the pre-flight planning.

Low level training missions are normally planned at
speeds of 360 or 420 knots, but some are planned as fast as
480 knots. It has been my experience that most are planned
at 420 knots. 550 knots is very fast for a low level
training mission, but you could attain this speed 1f you are
behind on your timing marks and trying to make up time. You
could also attain this speed after a ridge line crossing via
gravity, as you were descending on the other side of the
ridge line. - -
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Statement {Continued): _

DATE: April 22, 1998 Page: 3

I am not familiar with the term “cross-compartment" in
relation to aviation. If I were to guess I would say this 1is
more like cross compartmentalizing, or scanning instruments
then scanning things outside the aircraft for comparison.

LtCorEOONOli® a great CO. He 1is very by the book and
very good at what he does. He tends to micro manage in that
he knows everything that 1is going on in the squadron, but not
in a negative way. LtColSiBl@MBl7ss very much like the CO as
the XO, but perhaps a little less confident in his abilities
with this aircraft because of his transition over from Aé6’s.
Ltcor fBeMBI %as basically made the XO through default because
the previous XO, LtCoLth)was relieved on our earlier
deployment to Aviano due to a bar fight situation.

I would say Captainci{iBleme)7ie the best pilot in our
squadron regarding hand-eye coordination, and manipulating
the throttle. He is probably the best at putting the
aircraft exactly where he wants it to be, but overall I would
rate LtCot D@l =y the best pilot due to his knowledge and
experience. I think Captainu ®hould be considered a
hero the way he brought that aircraft back with all the
damage it had and everyone intact. I would consider Captain

NC|i7m) Captain BBl xyobably the best ECMO’s, but I never
flew much with Captain to judge.

When the mishap occurred I was in the back room of the
ready room working on a mission plan for our re ip to
Cherry Point. A radio call came 1in and Captaiﬁm was
the Operations Duty Officer (ODO) said Captain had
called in saying they were coming back and they had
structural damage. I don’t know how for sure how or why, but
we started thinking maybe they had lost an electronics pod
off the aircraft causing the structural damage. Captain

nc EIDEIB sbarted asking people to do certain things to help out
when things started happening and, I believe we were working
on getting a TFOA (things falling off aircraft) message
together relative to our belief the aircraft must have lost a
pod. I remember the CO was just outside the ready room
talking on a cellular telephone while things were going on.
He came back inside at o point and sald, "they must have
hit wires". Captaim:lﬂms)ked other ofiilcers to assist him
in executing the mishap plan. Myself and Captadas[BIEHE ) c)
assisted him in working on a message and making phone calls -
from a list of notification numbers in the mishap binder.

noiBimBand I prepared the TFOA message and made these calls
from the Operations and Safety spaces, not from the ready
room. When I returned to ready room I heard all the mishap
crew had been taken to medical for physicals. I recall
seeing a grease pen drawing on the grease board in the ready
room that had something to do with the mishap, but don’t know
for sure what it was. All the nctes and paperwork generated
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Statement (Continued): _

DATE: April 22, 1998 Page: 4

during those hours immediately following the mishap were
placed in a mishap folder in the ready room. I remember
seeing CNN in the ready room and they had confirmed the
deaths on the gondola.

I did not personally see any of the mishap crew
immediately after the mishap. t was right around midnight
that night that I saw Captail\@lhn:(@)ming back to his hooch
and he was wearing a cast. It was right after he arrived
back in the billet] area that Captain carrived
and took Captai‘ﬁ'ﬁﬁ@th him to interview him. It was
between approximately midnight and 0200 hours that Captain

nd Majoriwere interviewing the mishap
crew. This had to do with the preliminary safety
investigation they were conducting and I think they wanted to
get the information as soon as possible while it was fresh 1in
thelir minds.

Since the mishap I have not heard any of them talk about
or describe what happened prior to or after the mishap. I
have asked them over beers to explain and they all have
indicated thev could not talk about it.

I was not at the all officers meeting when CaptaicBIone )
is saild to have held up the DG binder and told everyone to
read the new information. I was on leave at the time in the
U8+

I have never witnessed or heard anything about Captain

Ncming a "cowboy", or "hot-dogging/flat-hatting". to

some people he may come across as cocky, but those who have
flown with him would never think of him in these ways.

If I were in an aircraft as ECMOl which experienced an |
emergency situation like this, or of similar magnitude, the
- priority immediately would be to gain altitude and insure
,.;(\"’ that we had control of the aircraft while trying to assess
2 —Whether rpurciriig—out of the aircraft may be necessary. As
\f\"N soon as altitude was gained and it was fully established we
v swere flying the aircraft, it would be put on a heading for
€ m When these thlng(__awere completed, I would declare an
\\,.)v* \’“ ¢ emergency with ierians tell s g~
o *randingT It would take no more than 3-5 minutes for an

;-.
. L.w,/w\.lc,ﬁ) emerger;g{g to be declared. Cy s T A PaandaTy. Fuyiwe THE =
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£ \,DLDZ—) o Regarding what happened out there to cause this mishap,
o V‘buﬁr».‘ it is hard to say. But I would asay they were doing what we

__)‘?VDA‘C’ ¥ are trained to do without enoughy®?&iBing to do it. By this
T, V0! I am just referring to the currgnt low level restrictions for
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Statement (Continued): _

DATE: April 22, 1998 Page: 5

flying and the very limited amount of low level training we
are allowed to accomplish. I think somehow they just got
going on a downward trend gaining speed and experienced some
spacial disorientation causing the mishap.

This statement, consisting of this page and four others
was typed for me by Special Agent as we
discussed its contents. I have read and understand the above
statement. I have been given the opportunity to make any
changes or corrections I desire to make and have placed my
initials over the changes or corrections. This statement is
true and correct.

Date Time

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 22nd day of April, 1998 at NCISRA Cherry Point, NC.

Special Agent, U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.38 OF 04JAN93
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF 1STLT [ NCIIBGROC
On 16Apr98, 1lstLt —was interviewed at the NCIS

office at MCAS Cherry Point, NC.ncElB@lBE)crid he was deployed to
Aviano with VMAQ-2 in a support role as a non-aviator, and went
over on the advance party on 06Aug97. He said he also returned on
the advance party arriving back at Cherry Point around 26Jan%8. He
said he returned with a number of squadron personnel includin
LtCoel 7®aj ornEINBIeMBIAIC)Captain Captainc )(©)
Captain @nd Captaim ©

During his time in AvianovciEiBiOMON) ©®aid he was billeted with

and lstLt [BNCSDENO@EIN said he
never talked to any of the aviators about what they did and had no
knowledge of any of them wviolating any rules and regulations
relating to aviation NcEIB@MBE)s2id he was friendly with everyone in
the squadron, but the only person he considered a good friend was

Capta i nSIBENH o

nJEHBIeMBI) s 1id he worked in S he command in Aviano and dealt
with Capta hcElBIENON)Captaitt ¥hd Captain in these

duties as they too were in S4. N haid he had very high
opinionsofr but did not deal nearly as much
with could not quote specifics, but said there were

rumors thacEiBemeines not really carrying his weight in duties not
related to flying.

N-)(Q)aid he had never heard anything about anyone in the
squadron doing things unsafe or unauthorized, and said he had never
heard of any type of "under the wire club".

NJSBONBM e id he thought a lot of LtCoicEiBieM@l s the commanding
officer (CO) of the unit, but did not have daily contact with him.
He said his direct boss was the executive officer (X0), LtCol

NC-)whom he dealt with on a daily basis and who he considered a
very good officer.

When he learned of the mishap in Italy, he said he was discussing
it with his current XO, Majoncd')(cwho was previously the S4
officer for VMAQ2 up until about four months prior to their
deployment. He said they were trying to figure out who might be
involved and who was still in Aviano.NCﬁ)(Q)aid Majonxc )(C)
made not comments to him about his suspicions, but said due to the

WARNING
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

difference in their ran Vs uld likely not make any comments
like this NC X$pine $ds a very straight forward person
who is a straight shooter and would tell what he knows if asked.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
EMPLOYMENT: 1stLt, USMC, MWSS 274, MCAS Cherry Point, NC

REPORTED BY: W
OFFICE: arolinas

DATE TYPED: 20APR98
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B - U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPTAIN _
On 17Apr9s, Captain_was interviewed at the NCIS

office at MCAS Cherry Point, NC regarding his knowledge of
specific information relative to this investigation and general
background and procedural information relative to his squadron.
CaptaincEiBiGlBN )i an Electronic Countermeasures Officer with VMAQ-
2, and has secondary jobs within the command as the Air Crew
Training Officer and along with CaptaiadiBjel@@s)a schedule writer.

nSIDORND @ndicated he joined VMAQ-2 during Mar96 and immediately
deployed to Aviano, Italy with the unit from Mar-Sep96. During the

most recent deployment to Avians{BlBOMB@indicated he flew in the
back seat on three low level training missions, one on route AV005,
and two on route AV047, the mishap route. During the earlier

deploymentjSiBElB@cprid he had flown route AV047 once as ECMOl, and
once or twice additionally in the back seat as ECMO2 or ECMO3.

NH(G)aid he had not attended flight school or any other MOS

related training with any of the mishap crew. He said he had flown
a number of times with all the mishap crew in various ECMO
ositions except Captain [CEIDENB@E who he had never flown with.

NC was unable to say specifically if he had flown any low level
training missions with the other members of the mishap crew.

Nc-ms asked to explain what things he would do if planning a
low level training mission and did so.~ElBGMOIERrid he would pull
an existing route chart, and would update it with a Chart Update
Manual (CHUM). He said he would work out the fuel planning for the
flight either manually or via a TEAMS program. He said in Aviano
he would consult an Alir Force Pilots Guide, which would be the
rough equivalent of an AP1B 1f in the U.S. to get all the
restrictions like noise restriction areas. N ©aid it is
normally the pilot or ECMOl who would actually brief the flight.

Regarding the use of knee board cardecEiBjelBN)&prid most people use
them for fuel planning, and they normally contain information on
altitudes, headings, distances, and divert information. NC-)(C)
sald if he saw the altitude of 2000 ft AGL on the card it would
mean nothing to him.Nc-)WEnt on to say that if someone else
made the card he would not use it anyway.

BB was asked what speed low level training missions are
normally planned and flown at and he indicated 420 knots is a
normal speed for this type of missions. When asked what he thought
about the alleged speed of the mishap aircraft through the valley
where the mishap occurredcBiDOBON©tated, "I don’t think it is
unsafe to fly through that valley at 550 knots,” but I probably
would not do it. He went on to say, "If it felt and looked fast to
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me I would say something like let’s slow it down a little bit."

NI was asked if it was possible for the aircraft to just pick
up speed in straight and level flight from 420 knots to a speed of
550 knots without a conscious effort to attain this speed, and he
said this was not possible.

NC'-)Was asked what the term "“cross-compartment" meant to him as
related to aviation, and he said he was unfamiliar with the term.

ncEiBEIBl)crid he would take it to mean scanning his instruments and
cross checking this with the pilots information.

ncEBIEONEN) Gescribed LtCol Sl es a great commanding officer (CO).
He said he was very "hands-on" and a micro manager. He said the CO
had his hands into everything and knew exactly what was going on in
the squadron at all times.N gaid the executive officer (XO)
was also an excellent officer who was a great guy and a good man
who implemented all the CO’s policies. NCi’)(@escribed Major
iqthe operations officer (OPSO), as the guy who wrote the
book on Prowler (EA6B) operations. He saith(C)had an
incredible memory and was literally writing the book (T&R manuals)
on this aircraft.

nOSHBIeMB) R id he considered Majoﬁ_(@)he ilot overall in

best

the squadron, but said he considered Captailﬁl_%@vards the top,
and said he had great hands and was a "natural".N ©nid he
considered all the pilots in the squadron as very good pilots.
said he had never witnessed or heard anything about Captain
ging a "cowboy" or "flat-hatting/hot-dogging". He said
s a very nice guy who he neve any problems with.
salid he had never felt unsafe witﬂﬁﬂﬁh@ anyone. He said
he had never been in an aircraft where anything was intentionally
done that could be considered unsafe or against policyndEiBiemeEmes id
he considered CaptainndEiBOBBMdes probably the best ECMO in the
squadron.

nolSBOMBN©aid he did _not recall being at an all officers meeting
(AOM) when Captal:im-(h)@ld up the DG binder and talked about new
information about flight operations.

NC-)Emid he has spoken to all of the mishap crew at times since
the mishap, but he was on advance party back at Cherry Point when
the mishap occurred so he did not speak with them until they had
returned to Cherry Point. He said none of the mishap crew had
discussed specific of the mishap. ~JEDOMOE©aid he had asked
specific questions about the mishap because he wanted to know how
they got into the problems and how they recovered. N epid
from day one they have said they could not talk to anyone about it.
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