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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP
JUDICIAL PROCESS
CCN: 15APRS8-0022-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Receipt and Dubbing of Radar Control,
Control Tower Tapes and Flight Data
Recorder.

At approximately 1015 on 02JUNS8, Italian authorities, to 1include
Col. i and Carabinieri Capt. — temporarily
transferred custody of the Control Tower tape and Radar Control
tape which contained all recorded data pertaining to the EA-6B
mishap flight. Rlsc turned over was the Flight data recorder,
which 1initially had been seized by the Italian authorities.
Accepting custody was_ Special Agent Intelligence
Operations Specialist and reporting agent. An
Italian “verbale” (statement) was signed acknowledging receipt of
the Italian Evidence with the condition that it be returned to
Italian custody upon completion of duplication. Enclosure (1)
pertains.

At 1100 on O03JUNSE, two copies of the flight Data Recorder were
R L I CEGOBREN, ol Us:oc<EEboo

WMAQ-4 TERPES System Administrator in the presence of
reporting agent. One copy was logged into the NCIS evidence
system while the remaining copy was retained as a working copy and
is appended as enclosure (2) Nn{ElDOMBM@©onfirmed that the recorder
functioned during the EASY-01 flight on O3FEB98 and contained
flight data.

At approximately 1400 on 03JUNS8, all recognizable recorded
communications between the Aviano AB Control Tower and Radar
Control pertaining to the EA-6B mishap flight and actions were

listened to and duplicated on audio cassette tapes. Assisting in
this process was Italian Air Force Capt. hgwho
is the Deputy Chief of Air Traffic Control Operations. Assisting
in the technical recording wasu TSGT USAF who 1is
assigned to Ground Radio Maintenance at Aviano AFB. The recording
were made utilizing and “INTER-M PC8335 Public Address Logic
Double Deck Recorder. One copy of the Control Tower recording

and one of the Radar Control tape were logged into the NCIS

evidence system and an additional copies were retained as a
working copies, which are appended as enclosures (3) and (4).

Recorded data pertaining to take-off of the EA-6B mishap flight

was found on Channel 3 (Ground 1); Channel 1 (Local 1) on the
control tower tape and on Channel 4 (ASR2) on the Radar Control
tape. Recorded data pertaining to re-entry and landing of the

mishap EA-6B was found on Channel 1 of the control tower tape and
channel 4 on the Radar Control tape. There were ne communications
discovered on Channel 3 as the aircrew immediately egressed the
alrcraft.
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A telephone conversation located on Channel 6 of the Control Tower
tape between the Supervisor of Flight (SOF) Majom_cl-m(nd Capt.

NCl-m@s also recorded. This conversation took place at 1429Z
hours and Captwci{iBiGMBl)@escribes that he thought he hit a Tower
Cable that went tc a gondola nciiBOMBIxeported seeing a gondola and
then some wires which he attempted to maneuver through.

At 1700 on 04JUNSE, reporting agent returned the two tapes and the
flight data recorder to Italian custody, which was documented with
another “verbale” statement. Enclosure (4) pertains.

ENCLOSURES
(1) Italian Custody statement/03JUN98
(2) Working Copy of Downloaded Flight Data Recorder/03JUN98
(3) Working Copy of Control Tower Tape/03JUN98
) (4) Working Copy of Radar Control Tape/03JUNS8
(5) Italian Custody statement/04JUN98

Office: NCISFO Nap:ies, caly

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
US ARMY CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION LABORATORY
4553 N 2ND
FOREST PARK GA 30297-5122

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

CILA-EP (195-2c) 23 July 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE, NAVAL CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE FIELD OFFICE, BUILDING H~-
32, JULIAN C. SMITH BOULEVARD, CAMP LEJEUNE, NC
28542

SUBJECT : Submitter Case Number: 15APRS98-0023-0036-7HMS
USACIL Referral Number: 98-CID131-1579
Suspect: NONE

1. Enclosed is the Laboratory Exhibit Listing and Final Division
Report for the following division: Trace Evidence. Division.

2. Two original reports have been produced. One report is enclosed,
as stated, and the other is kept in the official files of this
laboratory and maintained IAW AR 25-400-2 and CIDR 195-1.

3. IAW AR 195-2, requests and fund cites for court appearances of
Laboratory Examiners will be made at least 10 working days prior to

the date of court proceedings.

4, POC is the Laboratory Operations Assistant, DSN 797-7082/7110Q,
CM (404) 362-7082/7110, FAX (404) 362-7112/DSN 797-7112.

Encl

AN ASCLD/1.AB ACCREDITED LABORATORY (SINCE 1985)
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UNITED STATES ARMY
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION LABORATORY
4553 N 2ND
FOREST PARK GA 30297-5122

22 July 1998
Page 01 of 03

TRACE EVIDENCE DIVISION REPORT

SUBJECT: Submitter Case Number: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS
USACIL Referral Number: 98-CID131-1579
Suspect: NONE

Exhibits:

—
I

Fibers from wing of aircraft (Item A, Log 238-98).

2 - Fibers and metal filament (Item A, Log 239-98).
3 -~ Strands of wire from aircraft wing (Item H, Log 366-98).
3(1) - Seven pieces of wire.
3(2) - Five pieces of wire.
4 ~ Sections of steel cable (Items A-B, Log 410-98).
4 (1) - Load bearing cable.
4(2) - Drive cable.
Findings:
1. The steel cables were examined and the following

construction was observed:

The load bearing cable [Exhibit 4(1)] is approximately 60
mm (approximately 2.5 inches) in total diameter. It is a
combined pattern construction with a strand core and 1 by 6
single layer strand wrapped exterior. The wires of the
strand core are approximately 2.3 mm in diameter. A few
wires approximately 1 mm in diameter are present in the
core. The wires of the 1 by 6 single layer strands on the
exterior of the cable are approximately 2.7 mm in diawmeter.

The drive cable [Exhibit 4(2)] is approximately 25 mm
(approximately 1 inch) in total diameter. It is a © seale
strand wire rope with a black polypropylene split film
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22 July 1998
Page 02 of 03

TRACE EVIDENCE DIVISION REPORT CONTINUED

SUBJECT: Submitter Case Number: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS
USACIL Referral Number: 98-CID131-1579

fiber core. The center wire of the seale strand is
approximately 1.9 mm in diameter. The smaller wires
surrounding the center are approximately 0.9 mm in diameter
and the outer wires are approximately 1.6 mm in diameter.

In addition, it was noted that both of the cables are
heavily coated with black grease. Numerous particles of
single-layer red, yellow, orange and white paint and/or
plastic along with multi-layer white and silver paint and
multi-layer orange and silver or grey metallic paint were
observed embedded in the grease.

2. Exhibit 1 was examined and was found to be black
polypropylene split film consistent in appearance with the black
polypropylene split film core of the drive cable [Exhibit 4(2)].
This split film could have originated from that cable.

I Exhibit 2 was examined and was found to be black
polypropylene split film consistent in appearance with the black
polypropylene split film core of the drive cable [Exhibit 4(2)].
This split film could have originated from that cable. 1In
addition, a wire which varies from approximately 1.5 mm to 1.6
mm in its diameter is present. This wire appears relatively
clean and does not have a heavy grease residue on the surface.
Due to the diameter variation and the absence of surface debris,
the wire could not be associated with the submitted cables. It
should be noted that completely eliminating the cable as the
source of this wire requires a comparison with the cable from
the impact area.

4, Exhibit 3(1) consisted of seven pieces of wire. Twec pieces
of wire were approximately 2.7 mm in diameter and five pieces
were approximately 2.3 mm in diameter. Exhibit 3(2) consisted
of five pieces of wire. One piece of wire was approximately 2.7

mm in diameter and four pieces were approximately 2.3 mm in
diameter. All of these wires were coated with a heavy black
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22 July 1998
Page 03 of 03

TRACE EVIDENCE DIVISION REPORT CONTINUED

SUBJECT: Submitter Case Number: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS
USACIL Referral Number: 98-CID131-1579

grease. These wire are consistent in diameter and appearance
with the wires of the load bearing cable [Exhibit 4(1)].

5. It should be noted that single-layer particles of white,
yellow, orange and red paint and/or plastic and multi-layer
particles of white over yellow paint and/or plastic were

observed embedded in the grease on the wires in Exhibit 3.

However, no comparison of these particles with the particles
observed embedded in the grease on the cables [Exhibits 4(1 and
2)] was performed per conversation with Investigator [NCEIDCHOIOCHE
on 17 July 1998. 1In the event additional evidence of an
assoclation between the wire pieces and the cables is needed,
please resubmit Exhibits 3 and 4 for further examinations.
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