‘ U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

STATEMENT PLACE: AVIANO AIR BASE
AVIANO, ITALY
DATE: 0IMAY98

NCIS .? make the following free and voluntary statement tN-C)
N xehom I know to be a Special Agent of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. [ make this statement of my own free will and without any threats

made to me or promises extended. I fully understand that this statement is given
concerning my knowledge of the EA-6B mishap occurring on O3FEB<98..)(7)(C)

NCIs (.E)(Yﬂ(ﬁhrpose of identification, I ancs [BlOEae, inches tall,
weighing WM@)@ havs|B)6)B) raizramsl xmes. My social security
number nd I was born on G EIBEI
ncis (EMDFXIMA YIS, T was asked a series of questions by Special Agent|INCIENBONOIDCIN

regarding my knowledge of the EA-6B mishap. The first question asked of me was if [

was aware of a “Cable Car Club” among the VMAQ-2 or VMAQ-4 community and if |

had any information regarding this club or persons affiliated with it. I indicated that I

had not heard of a “Cable Car Club” and had no information regarding one. [ was also
. asked if I could identify persons who had access to the cockpit of the EA-6B mishap

aircraft immediately after it’s landing. I indicated that [ had a conversation with Sgt

SMC, VMAQ-2, who had told me he had gone into the cockpit of the

EA-6B mishap aircraft immediately after it landed. ﬁ)ndicated to me he had

taken out the Electronic Counter Measure tapes from the aft cockpit of the EA-6B

mishap aircraft shortly after it landed at Aviano Air Base, Aviano, IT. Ibelieve

*ﬁ)ndicated he may have given those tapes to SGTSIBIOMERG SSMC,

VMAQ-2. During my conversation withihe also toid me Captam)(C)

the pilot of the EA-6B mishap aircraft, shortly after it had landed, had told someone to

telephone someone else to find out if anyone was hurt. [ do not recall i

told me specifically whm_wanted called. [Ihave no other information as to who

may hav into the cockpit immediately after the mishap aircraft landed on

03FEJBQW(7)(C)

NCIS -J)Wﬁ@also asked if | had any information regarding the LtCol _

tape or know anyone who may have information. The only information [ have regarding
this tape is what [ have seen on television and nothing more. [ was asked if I had any
information regarding the videotaping of the mishap flight and indicated I did not have
any information. [ was asked if [ had any knowledge of any low level flights where
altitude restrictions were not adhered to and indicated I did not have any information. [
was also asked if | knew of any existing videotapes, similar to the LtCol
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‘ -tape and related [ did not. [ was asked if [ had any information regarding low
level flights

tﬁvas not covered and indicated [ had no information concerning low
( 0)(7)(C)

level flidits.
neis [BBMbenietime in MAR9S, the Commanding Officer (CO) of VMAQ-4 had a formation for
a ceremony for promotions or some other purpose, and subsequent to this event, Capt
-USMC, addressed the crew. I was present during this time. Capt

ndicated to us that though we had seen various reports on television
regarding the EA-6Wta’[ed the truth will eventually come
out at the end. Cap ltold us not to get into a “pissing “ contest with

Italians and reiterated that the truth would eventualli come out and that all the world

would eventually know the truth. Capt nalso stated during his address to

the squadron, that it was difficult to maintain the aircraft at the appropriate ground level
given the difference in the terrain. Capt referred to flying over mountain
peaks and being at five hundred (500) feet above ground level and then coming upon a
valley and being three thousand (3000) feet above ground level. I cannot recall anything
else Capﬁstated during this address to the squadron. [ have not talked
personally with Capt [CISHBIGIBIOE s bsequent to the mishap flight of 03FEBYS [BIEME) ()

NCIS .)l(ﬂ'}{@tatement, consisting of this page and one other was typed for me by Special
Agen as we discussed it contents. I have read and understand the
above statement. [ have been given the opportunity to make any changes or corrections I
desire to make and have placed my initials over the changes or corrections. This
statement is true and C()ﬂ'[ﬂS.)(?)(C)

o

date: 1784 S< time: Wi

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 02 day of May, 1998 at Aviano Air Base, -
Aviano, IT.

oawm/q?/m:l

Special Agent, U.S. Naval Criminal Investigative Service
AUTH: SECNAVINST 5520.3B of 04JAN93
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" U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
‘ CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: TIMELINE OF REPORTED LOW-LEVEL
COMPLAINTS TO 31°" FIGHTER WING

On 01MAY98, reporting agent compiled all known complaints to the USAF 31%

Fighter Wing of military aircraft conducting unauthorized low-level flights. Reports of

these complaints were furnished to reporting agent as the result of interviews conducted \

by NCIS Special Age and NCIS Intelligence Operations Spec1a1I}t€tl—7)(C)l
NCIS -ywﬁ(h}lhan Air Force Captai Officer in Charge of the Air Traffic

Department at Aviano Air Base, and USAF LCOL [NEEIBIGMBINE Commander of the

31* Fighter Wing Operations Support Squadron. Additional information was provided

by MW_(U@MC NLSO Trial Services Office, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

The dates of the USMC VMAQ squadron deployments have also been added to the

timeline for reference. These dates were provided by LCOL

Commanding Officer, VMAQ-4.

AUGYI5-FEB/MAR 96 VMAQ-1 Deployment to Aviano AFB

MAR96-AUGY6 VMAQ-2 Deployment to Aviano AFB
MAR/APR 96 Overflight complaint from Serra Mazzone, Modena, Italy.
31° Fighter Wing responded that all F-16s were flying

routes AV045, AV031, AV020.

07JUN96 Overflight complaint from Monte Cassiano, Italy. 31*
OG/CC determined that there were no aircraft in the area.

17JUN96 Overflight complaint from Belluno, [taly. Complaint
identified possible F-16s. 31* OG/CC investigation \

revealed no misconduct.

23JUL96 Overflight complaint from Udine, Italy. 31* OG/CC
determined that there were no aircraft in the area.

26JUL96 Overflight complaint from Novellara, Italy. Complaint
identified two F-16’s. 31 OG/CC reported that plane 2
drifted off course.

AUG96-FEB97 VMAQ-4 Deployment to Aviano AFB
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20AUG96

13SEP96

13SEP96

1SNOV96

FEB97-AUG97

17JUN97

18JUL97

AUGY97-FEB98

28AUGY97

29AUG97
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Overflight complaint from Folgaria, Trento. Complaint
filed by a vacationing Alitalia pilot. Two USMC EA-6Bs
were conducting a low level flight over low level route

AV047 that morming. CARF was)one of the USMC
pilots (withﬂ The second

aircraft was identified as CAPTI-C)

Overflight complaint from Matelica, Ancona, Italy. 3 1%
OG/CC determined that there were no aircraft in the area.

Overflight complai\nt from Rocca Vignale, Savona, Italy.
31 0G/CC deterrqined that there were no aircraft in the
area.

Overflight complaint from of Susegana (TV). No 31st OSS
action taken.

VMAQ-3 Deployment to Aviano AFB

Overflight complaint from Torbole, Italy. (Located on the
northern tip of Lago di Garda.) There were both USAF and
USMC aircraft identified as possibly being involved. There
was an EA-6B flying low level route AVO47BD listed as a
possible noise violator. CAN_W@S the EA-6B pilot
in question. Possible low level routes: AV044BD,
AV045BD, andAV047BD. All flights were determined to
be within regulations.

Overflight complaint from Villanova di Motta di Livenza
(TV). 31" OG/CC determined that all Italian directives
were properly followed. Possible low level route was
AVO49BD. USAF assets were identified as the possible
violators.

v

VMAQ-2 Deployment to Aviano AFB

Overflight complaint from Arzene (east of Aviano).
Investigation determined that aircraft was not from Aviano.

31% Fighter Wing promulgates Flight Crew Information
File (FCIF) 97-16 which prohibits flight below 2000 fet
rentino Alto Adige Region. USAF LCOL

Commander 31 Fighter Wing Operations
Support Squad

ron, signed the FCIF on 29AUG97 for
USAF Colonel’ﬁitommander 31% Fighter

Wing Operations Group.
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25SEP97 . Overflight complaint from Citta della Pieve (PG).
Identified as possible F-16’s. 31 OG/CC response was that
there were no aircraft near subject location.

03NOV97 . Complaint of possible UFO over Trieste. Investigation
determined no aircraft in subject area.

FEI}98-AUG98 VMAQ-4 Deployment to Aviano AFB

03FEB9S USMC EA-6B aircraft piloted by CAREBIOMBstikes a
gondola cable in the vicinity of Cavalese, Trento, Italy.
Estimated height of cable (according to the USMC
JAGMAN into the accident) struck by the aircraft piloted

by CART|BIEN@wasunder 400 feet.
03FEB98 Overflight complaint from Palermo, Sicily. 31% OG/CC
responded that there were no aircraft in the area.
24FEB98/ Local area complaints about Aviano flights. 31 OG/CC
2SFEB98 determined there was no evidence that of aircraft operating

outside of normal procedures. Flights were reportedly over
Sedrano and San Martino.

Reporting Agent: [NCSIDIONOMON

Office: NCIS Naples, Italy
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Te U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP JUDICIAL PROCESS
‘ CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF SCEENING INTERVIEWS —
VMAQ-4 MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL

On 01MAYOS8 the below listed VMAQ-4 maintenance personnel were interviewed by
Intelligence Operations Specialists at Aviano AB, Italy

regarding the EA-6B mishap flight on 03FEB9S.

All interviewees denied any knowledge regarding a "Cable Car Club" or having information
pertaining to flying under cable car systems in northern Italy. Interviewees could provide no
information pertaining to who had access to the EA-6B cockpit after landing on 03FEB98.
No information regarding violations of flight altitude restrictions or knowledge of any

existing video tapes similar to LtOwt! X@eo tape surfaced during the interviews.
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The interviewees had no information pertaining to the possible existence of a video
. . L} . .
recording made during the mishap flight.

RePORTED BY: - [ NCEONOGIN

OFFICE: NCISFO EUROPE ;
DATE TYPED:  0IMAY98
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TITLE: I/MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (LcOoviEIDONBE <)

on 01MAY98, LcoL [NNNCEOOIOMCI USMC, was interviewed

ting agent at the VMAQ-4 spaces at USAF Aviano, Italy.

NMCMas interviewed concerning comments that were allegedly
made by CAPT

, USMC, following a meeting of
VMAQ-4 personnel while in a ircraft Shelter (HAS) aboard
USAF Aviano. As background,m)alleqedly made the comments
approximately two (2) weeks after the VMAQ-2 mishap, which occurred
on 03FEB98.

V_Catated that he was unaware that [CEIDIOMOIEad addressed

Mrsonnel and had no knowledge concerning the incident.
dded when he )y addresses VMAQ-4 personnel at the

HAS, he normally departs after speaking and turns the proceedings
over to either the VMAQ-4 Executive Officer or Sergeant Major. As
such, it is possible that could have addressed the VMAQ-4
personnel in his absence.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMPLOYMENT: VMAQ-4 Commanding Officer
SSA
DOB:
POB:

REPORTED BY: )

OFFICE: NCIS Naples, Italy
DATE TYPED: 01MAY98
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO AVIANO
MISHAP
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: Interview of Sgt {EiSiBIGMEMIN SMC

On 01May98, Sgt. INCISIBICNOIMGIN USMC, was interviewed by reporting agent
aboard Aviano Air Base, Avianoi Itali. Reporting agent identified himself verbally and

by displaying his credential 8! )(@as interviewed concerning any knowledge he
may have had concerning the aircraft mishap involving an EA-6B Prowler jet and a cable
car.

N ESIBIEMBIE =) currently assigned to Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron fourteen (MALS
14). The function of this command is to support VMAQ-4. arived in Aviano
with the VMAQ-4 and MALS 14 advance team, between 27-29Jan98. Both VMAQ-4
and MALS 14 are in Aviano on a six-month deployment.

NC-)(e)calls the day of the incident in question. He stated he was watching a movie
at the base theatre with friends. He first heard of the mishap when he and his friends
returned to their living quarters after the movie.

N-has never had any contact with the mishap aircrew, and has never personally
seen the mishap aircrafi imew of no personnel who had access of any kind to
the mishap aircraft. He also was not aware of any flight altitude restrictions.

Upon being questionedgISNBIOMBIMKtated he had never heard of the term, “cable car
club”, nor has any personal knowledge of rites of passage gone through by pilots.

Nc_mated he “stays away from officers” whenever iossible\l_atso had

not seen, nor had any personal knowledge of th video tape shown on

television.

N-ﬁﬁovided no further information. -

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
SSN:
DOB
POB:
Security clearance: none

!ap'es, ||a|y

Reporting agent:
Office: NCISFO
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

TITLE: /MARFORLANT, NORFOLK, VA/ASSISTANCE TO THE AVIANO MISHAP JUDICIAL
PROCESS
CCN: 15APR98-0023-0036-7HMS

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW (MSGTEIBIGHGI)C)

On 01MAYS8, MSGT_ USAF, was 1interviewed by

reporting agent at the Flight Line Security Office, USAF Aviano,
Italy. Nc:|ﬁ7)(mas interviewed concerning his involvement in
providing security to the VMAQ-2 EA-6B "Prowler" following the
03FEBY98 mishap in Cavalese, Italy, which resulted in the deaths of
twenty (20) multi-national civilians.

As background\;CI-Dwas the day shift Security Flight Line
Sergeant on the day of the mishap (03FEB98) .NCIiU@tated that
mishap aircraft reported an In Flight Emergency (IFE) as he was
leaving work that day and that he did not have any involvement with
the aircraft until the following day.

Wh@m“ﬂ(@ported to work on 04FEBS8, at approximately 05:00,
he was notified that the Security Department was providing security
for the mishap aircraft that was being maintained in hanger #2.
myoceeded to hanger #2, at approximately 06:00, to insure
that security personnel were posted on the aircraft. According to
ncBlBJOmBN)cthe aircraft was contained in the closed hanger and
surrounded by a perimeter rope and orange traffic cones.

ﬂted at the rear of the aircraft was Senior Airman (SRAIQ‘,IF)(C)
NC )@SAFNCIEBOMBI thought that LCPL{CEIBIGMBIEL) USMC, was posted at

the front of the aircraft along with two (2) Carabinieri (Italian
Military Police) Officers Nuimhought that LCP_D(CI)JSMC,
served as temporary relief throughout the day.

NCI

NCI ¥tlated that at approximately 06:15-06:30, USAF General

NCI 7xa@me to the hanger and gave an order that no one was to get
near, touch, or photograph the aircraftncifiBemBdded that although
employees that worked in hanger #2 were allowed access to their
administrative offices, none of them could stop to look at the
aircraft.

yemained in the hanger from a imately 06:00 to 07:00.

NCI Bcated that either he or 1ST L feriodically checked
on the aircraft’s security status throughout the day shiftnciiBIEMON")C)
stated that he see anyone go near or enter the aircraft’s cockpit
areas.

ncfiBENB) shated that he got off work at approximately 14:00-14:30
that afternoon (04FEB98). According U\@I&D(dz)he aircraft was
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