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Regarding a low level mission he flew on AV047 along with Captain
%and Captain NSNS <= i ¢ he knew 1000 £t AGL
was briefed, and he would remember it if anything other than this

was briefed.njElD@MB@Ecaid this route was a very popular route and
said it was the best low level route he had ever been on.ncIEIBIGMBN©
sald it was popular primarily due to the beautiful scenery along
the route.

nciEiBIeMO &3 ked Reporting Agent (RA) if there was information about an

“under the wire club" coming out in the investigation. RA told
nciSlBIemeN) che only information he had heard about this came from a
VMAQ-2 pilot (Captainc yoho had mentioned it on an earlier

interview by stating it was ridiculous.ndEiBeHEEe2id he had never
heard of anything like this in his squadron, though he had heard
rumors of pilots years ago flying under the bridge at Whidbey
Island.

NC-)(W)as asked what he would do if in an aircraft with an
emergency like this.ncEiB@lBssid the immediate concern would be to
gain altitude, and he would have his hand close to the ejection
seat control in case it became necessary to eject. They would then
assess the controllability of the aircraft and get the big picture
of the damage. Once this was established they would insure they
were on a heading for home. id the priorities are Aviate,
Navigate, and Communicate. id he would then start going
through an emergency checklist and perhaps the ejection seat
checklist. Nci’)(s)aid he would likely have already "squawked"
emergency, but if not would do so at this time. Nh(ﬁﬁid as
soon as you have control and are headed in the right direction you
would call Aviano and ask them to have crash crew standing by and
to rig the arresting gear.N ¥aid this could take as long as
5-10 minutes, and you might not want to call in right away because
you could be overcome with radio transmissions.

N )
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INTERVIEW OF CAPT [CEOGNE N
On 17Apr98, reportin rticipating agent NESIBIGNODIC)
interviewed Capt USMC regarding the VMAQ-2

EA6B mishap which occurred near Cavalese, Italy on 03Feb98. This
interview was conducted at the request of the USMC Trial Counsels

assigned to this casencfiB@MBIwas interviewed at the NCISRA Cherry
Point office located aboard MCAS Cherry Point, NC.

NCI-7)fm an Electronic Countermeasure Officer (ECMO) assigned to /
VMAQ-2, MAG-14, 2DMAW, MCAS Cherry Point, NC. His collateral

duties are Assistant Electronic Warfare Officer (EWO) and TEAMS
Officer.

NCl-mdvised he was first assigned to VMAQ-2 on 01Mar96. He was
with - hen the squadron deployed to Aviano between Mar96 -
Sep96ncl E®ated he flew the low level training route AV047 one
time on that first deployment to Aviano .NC|_7j(<n)dicated he knew
that route as AVI047 vice AV047, but he acknowledged AVI047 was the
same route on which the 03Feb98 mishap flight occurred.

NCI nececalled the pilot on his first flight on AV047 was Capt
" and the ECMO-1 was Capt | IENGSBEIBMENE stated that flight

was briefed and flown at 500/ AGL.

According tecBlBOMONN (e made that flight in early Aug96 . NcEBIENGI ) (C)
stated he did not y ski areas along that route (AV047) when
he flew it then.\ci oted he did not see any towers, cables,
cable cars or ski lifts along that route when he first flew it.

o BBl sndicated he also made the Aug97 - Feb98 deployment to Aviano
with VMAQ-2. He was on the Advance Party which arrived there
around 7-8Aug97.ncEiB@MBl’ xzcalled he flew one low level training
flight on route AV047 during the last deployment there. He
indicated he flew that route on 230ct97.

nc EBENBN e Lat ed LTCOM:‘)Q@S the pilot on that flightvoSiBNOMBNA@S

the ECMO-1 and Captn cwas an ECMO in the back seat. 1In
additiong {iBEMBI#AVised a Capt a Pilot on exchange from
VMAQ-1, also rode in the back seat on that flight.

NCI-m@ted his 230ct97 low level flight on AV047 was briefed at
1000’ AGL by both LTCON yand himself .ncEBONON@ided LTCOL

nJEDEIBWELso briefed the RADALT setting at 950/ AGL. Due to poor
weather conditionsw wxecalled flying most of that route at
2000’ AGL or higher, especially the latter legs of the route where
they couldn’t see the ground.

nc BBIONBIi€Xicated he saw no cable cars nor ski areas while conducting
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his 230ct97 flight on Av047ncEBENGNadso stated that there were no
cable cars, nor any indications of ski resorts, depicted on the
chart his aircrew used during their pre-flight brief.

Ncl-md)so recalled there was snow on the mountain tops during his
230ct97 flight along AV047; however, he stated there was no brief
given about staying at or above 2000’ AGL over snow covered
mountains.

NCI-7E¢)ated he used the USAF 31st Fighter Wing Pilot Aid Handbook,
also called the "Air Force In-Flight Guide," for guidance on
altitude restrictions while deployed to Aviano. According to
nclEIBEMBN)that publication indicated a 1000’ AGL minimum altitude and

a max speed of .9 mach in snowy terrain over any Italian air space.

neifiBemBl¥elated he went through training at the Replacement Air Group
(RAG) at Whidbey Island with Capt:lﬁ)(cﬁe noted BBl was ahead
of him at the RAG by about one monthuncfiBjElel rbated he did not fly
withic )@ the RAG, except in flight simulators. ncElBIGIEN)C)
describedc ¥® having a very good confidence level, but no
cocky or "Cowboy" attitudenc mstated he has never heard of nor
observed any unprofessional attitude or actions by
estimated he has flown with§BEHOIat VMAQ-2 approximately 30 times
in both the front and back seatsuc gbated he has never been
in a plane with has flown low over a school, a
town, a neighborhood or any other building.

any training with Capt

NCﬂicated he did not go
) Capt-or Capt eut he had flown with all
of them except while at VMAQ-2. He describecr
as_very knowledgeable, with a "teacher" attitude. nc nmoted
NCI-7)CW)as new to the squadron, so he was still learning the
intricacies of the job and the airplane, as well as the tactical
basis on how they do businessncEiBjglBlstated he never witnessed any
unprofessional attitude/behavior when he flew with and
Ncﬁ)m)

ncEBENBE) described how he would plan for a low level training flight
the following way. He would retrieve a chart for the route out of
the chart file and then check the route on the chart. He would
then get on the TEAMS machine, call up the route and type up a
route card. ncfiBENBl)@xplained his route card would contain
information such as fuel planning, headings, airspeed, distances
and altitude. He related he usually entered 500’ AGL for the
altitude on his route cardc§if@l@sepsoned that more fuel is used
at a lower altitude, so if planned his fuel for 500’ AGL, and he
flew the route at a higher altitude, he would not have to worry
about running out of fuel. He noted the altitude on the route card
is not necessarily the altitude that is flown during the flight.
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He stated "you fly what you brief," and the altitude listed in the
box on the route card is “nominal."nciEiBlOMBNsrated there is no
altitude restriction on the TEAMS card, but they may be on the
chartwc 7addded the altitude restrictions are briefed when the
aircrew covers the route portion of the pre-flight brief.
According tmc 7(@he minimum altitude was 1000’ AGL for low
level training flights. He indicated that 1000’ AGL restriction
was listed in the 31st Fighter Wing Pilot In-Flight Guide.

during flight. According e n@©ither the pilot or the ECMO-1
usually give the pre-flight brief, depending on what they decide
among themselvesNCl-m@ted the ECMO-2 has sometimes given the
flight brief. He indicated all of the aircrew go over the chart
together during the pre-flight brief.

nciiBemel esated the pilot alwa)is briefs the emergency procedures

NCI-7)(Ci)ndicated he uses a kneeboard on 1low level £flights.
Normally, his kneeboard contains the Lat/Long’s for all points on
the route, headings, distances and times. He related this
information is usually on his TEAMS card, but sometimes he writes
it on a sheet of paper nc )ctated altitude restrictions, if
there are any, are not on the kneeboard; rather, they are written
on the chart.nc indicated he was taught that at the training
command.

nc SiBeMBI xemarked on AV047, there were no "noise sensitive" areas, the
minimum altitude was 1000’ AGL and that’s what they flew it at. He
claimed he had no idea what the 2000’ AGL on the mishap aircrew’s
kneeboards represents.ncfiBjolBl)erated he did not know about the
2000’ AGL low level restriction in Italy until after the mishap
occurred.

nc SHBEMBN rrlvised low level training flights are normally planned and
briefed at speeds of 360 or 420 knots. He belie chart for
route AV047 showed an air speed of 420 knots.NC X¥@lated an
increase in speed from 420 to 550 knots, at 1000’ AGL, and the
plane at a straight and level attitude, probably wouldn’t be
noticeable. He explained the increase would be gradual, and he
guessed it would take about 2 or 3 minutes NcElBONBNEDso stated the
throttle would pretty much have to be at full power. He did not
think the plane could reach 550 knots without the throttle at full
power.

ncifiBemBlstated he was not familiar with the term "Cross Compartment."
He explained he was familiar with the term "Cross
Compartmentalize,"” which he defined as scanning his area and the
area in the next compartment (of the cockpit) in order to take all
of the information in.
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ncSiBIOMBI *elated the INS system on the EA6B Prowler aircraft flown by
VMAQ-2 is very unreliable. He estimated 60% - 70% of the ECMO-1’s
time in flight is devoted to keeping the INS accurate.

neiSiBOIBI e scribed LTCOLIBIDOMBIDES an e CO, the best he ever
served under. He characterized LTCOerry knowledgeable
about the airplane and tactically sounduwc ppined the CO "had
his hands 1in everything...and he knows Safety, OPS and
Maintenance." He claimed the CO did things by the book. According
Jwhen it came to the flight schedule and training codes,
if it wasn’t written down in black and white, the CO wasn’t going
to allow it nciEiBENBNadvised LTCOLEBOMBN(EC) and MANGEBIONOLLCOPS )
were the same as the CO.nciiBOlBl#dded that he felt VMAQ-2 was at
its absolute best and very professional in all areas during the
Aviano deployment.

When asked who he thought the best pilot in the squadron wasc-@)
related he had equal confidence in all of them. He opined the best
ECMO was CaptN(h(C)

NCI-7m)ted he was on the Advance Party at Cherry Point when the
mishap occurred. He stated he has spoken to the four mishap
alrcrew since their return, but he claimed he has not asked them
about the mishap .cElf@lBlrelated the four mishap aircrew have not
volunteered any information to him about the mishap. He also
indicated he has not heard any second or third hand information
about what the mishap crew said happened during the mishap flight.

NCI-7)(§:ndicated he was TAD to Spangdalm, Germany between 08-
15Dec97, so he was not at the All Officers Meeting (AOM) where Capt

neisiBie®held up the Deliberate Guard binder and advised the squadron
to read it. ncfiBElBIwted Capt NEEBEMBEAE was TAD with him in
Germany - at that time.

nc SBONBN was asked what actions he would take if faced with an in-
flight emergency. In responsecElblomlesplained he would fly the
plane, point it towards home (the landing field), see what the
problem is (with the plane) and then call in to the Air Traffic
Control (ATC) tower to declare an emergency. He summarized his
response by saying he would "Aviate, Navigate and Communicate."

nc EiBJElBN xelated the type of situation he had would dictate how long
it would take him to call in the emergency and talk to the ATC.

NCI-7)(Stated he did not wish to sign a sworn statement. He
explained that if he were to testify, it would be on behalf of the
mishap aircrew, and he did not want to sign a statement for the
prosecution’s case. NCEB@MOI)srovided no additional information
pertinent to this investigation during this interview.
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Capt USMC

PARTICIPATING AGENT

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE:
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SA, NCISFO Carolinas, CLNC

NCISFO CAROLINAS
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RECEIPT OF AVIATOR TRAINING JACKET SUMMARY CARDS

On 17Apr98, participating agent_ obtained copies of
flight training records for the four USMC Prowler aircrew members

involved in _the mishap near Cavalese, Italy on 03Feb98.
Specifically,Nt-(«.)btained the USN Aviator Training Jacket
Summary Cards which detail the aviators’ flight student pilot
training. Summarized on these cards are the aviators’ academic and
flight proficiency, flight summaries, student progress, flight
violations and/or accidents, incidents and any resulting board
action. The training jacket summary cards for the aforementioned
alrcrew are appended as enclosures (1) through (4).

ENCLOSURES

(1) USN Summary Card
(2) USN Summary Card
(3) USN Summary Card
(4) USN Summary Card

us dates. .. (Copy)
us dates... (Copy)
arious dates... (Copy)
Various dates... (Copy)

RT T T

SA, NCISRA Corpus Christi, TX

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE: NCISFO CAROLINAS
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Pages 318 through 335 redacted for the following reasons:

Enclosures (1 - 4) to Exhibit (13): Referred to the United States Marine Corps
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INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INQUIRIES WITH THE MISSISSIPPI DPS

M Reporting Agent (RA) telephonically contacted
Drivers Service Bureau, Mississippi Department of

Public Safety (DPS), Jackson, MS at (601) 987-1278 requesting DPS

investigative assistance concerning this investigation. Nh(c)

Enclosure

(1) MS Uniform Accident Report Case _

OFFICE: N , LA

DATE TYPED: 21APR98
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Page 337 redacted for the following reason:

Enclosure (1) to Exhibit (14): Contact the Mississippi Department of Public Safety (DPS) to obtain
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