
NCIS: Global Partner in Law Enforcement 
 
The Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) is responsible for conducting felony 
criminal investigations and counterintelligence activities for the U.S. Department of 
the Navy. The agency employs roughly 2,400 personnel, over 1,200 of whom are 
credentialed federal Special Agents. The agency is unique among the military 
criminal investigative organizations in that it is overwhelmingly civilian and is headed 
by a civilian law enforcement professional who reports directly to the Secretary of 
the Navy, rather than to a military chief. NCIS Special Agents are trained at the 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in Brunswick, Georgia. 
 
The NCIS mission is to prevent terrorism, protect secrets, and reduce crime affecting 
the Navy and Marine Corps. NCIS today operates from over 150 locations, including 
offices in 31 foreign nations. Given the organization’s worldwide forward presence, 
NCIS is often the first federal law enforcement agency on the scene when U.S. 
interest overseas are affected. In addition to serving at major naval commands 
around the world, NCIS Special Agents deploy aboard all Navy aircraft carriers and 
with amphibious task forces. NCIS agents routinely conduct advances before U.S. 
Navy ships visit non-Navy ports, to identify and mitigate security threats.  NCIS also 
conducts protective service operations for senior naval officials and visiting 
dignitaries. 
 
The agency’s global beat, relatively modest force structure, and jurisdictional mosaic 
– NCIS frequently operates in locations where local, state, or foreign law 
enforcement agencies have primary jurisdiction – means that partnering with other 
law enforcement entities is essential. NCIS agents routinely work with local, state, 
federal and foreign law enforcement and security agencies to address criminal 
incidents, identify and mitigate threats to U.S. naval forces and assets, and pursue 
joint proactive operations. 
 
As part of its ongoing effort to expand its ties with other agencies, NCIS personnel 
often provide law enforcement and security force training, share “lessons learned” in 
behavioral assessment, host seminars on Cold Case resolution, and more.  NCIS has 
also pioneered information-sharing between federal, state and local law enforcement 
agencies with its Law Enforcement Information Exchange (LInX) program, enabling 
unprecedented exchanges of criminal data between agencies in seven major regions 
of the U.S. 
 
NCIS continues to support and pursue new and innovative ways to partner with the 
international law enforcement community, and is always seeking new partners. 


